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Although originally purposed as a minister's preparation tool, the Preacher's Complete Homiletical Commentary is also a fine personal study supplement.

00 Introduction 

See the chapter comments for Second Chronicles.
01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-17
CRITICAL NOTES.] The reign of Solomon is comprised in nine chapters of this book, corresponding to 1 Kings 1-11, and forms the third part of the whole work. This chapter contains the sacrifice at Gibeon, the vision and the wealth of Solomon.

2Ch .—Solomon's offering at Gibeon. Strengthened, a favourite word (cf. 2Ch 12:13; 2Ch 13:21; 2Ch 21:4), meaning established, firmly settled in government. Magnified (1Ch 29:25). 2Ch 1:2. All Israel, by their representatives. Captains (1Ch 27:1; 1Ch 28:1). Judges desirable on all occasions like this (1Ch 23:4). Chief of fathers. Heads of families still recognised, though having no special function (cf. Speak. Com.). 2Ch 1:3. Gibeon. Through inroads of Philistines, tabernacle removed from Shiloh to Nob (1Sa 21:1); after destruction of Nob by Saul to Gibeon (1Sa 22:9). 2Ch 1:4. Ark separated from tabernacle, consequently two centres of worship (cf. account in 1 Chronicles 13, 15). 2Ch 1:5. Altar (marg.) "was there;" this, therefore, the legitimate place of worship. Sought, i.e., frequented it, in the habit of making use of it [Speak. Com.]. Some give "sought Him, the Lord."

2Ch .—Solomon's vision at Gibeon. Night, after sacrifice, through dream (1Ki 3:5-15). 2Ch 1:8. Me to reign. First case of son succeeding father. 2Ch 1:9. Promise, special, made to David, that his successor should be wise and able to judge. Though no express record, Psalms 72, amounts to nearly the same; a Psalm undoubtedly Messianic, yet its primary subject is Solomon. May we not understand Solomon here as calling upon God to make good this prophecy, to "establish" this implied "promise"? [Speak. Com.] 2Ch 1:10. Knowledge, insight (cf. Dan 1:4-17; Ecc 10:20). Wisdom, the power of applying knowledge rightly. Go out, do all parts of the kingly office; reminding of Deu 31:2; 1Sa 18:13-16; 1Ki 3:7. 2Ch 1:11-12. God's answer. Long life omitted here, given in 1Ki 3:14, conditionally. Riches and wealth, stores of commodities ready for use.

2Ch .—Solomon's riches came "from the high place that was at Gibeon to Jerusalem" [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 1:14-17. This passage is very nearly identical with 1Ki 10:26-29. The only difference of any importance is the addition here (2Ch 1:15) of the words "and gold," which do not occur in 1Ki 10:27. The touch thus added is characteristic of the writers of writer of Chronicles, who is more rhetorical and more bold in his use of hyperbole than the author of Kings [Speak. Com.].

HOMILETICS

THE SPLENDID BEGINNING.—2Ch 
Solomon magnified in character, accession, and choice. Many princes have had good fathers, wise training, and great privileges, but lacked wisdom and turned out badly. Solomon crowned while David lived, surrounded by a loyal people and blessed by Divine Providence. His beginning wise, most promising and glorious. 

I. Solomon's accession to the throne was providentially secured. "The Lord his God was with him." Chosen, he was enthroned, not deprived of the kingdom. Endangered by sedition, he was "strengthened," established. The feast of conspirators broken up. Adonijah fled to the altar for refuge. God's providence opened up the way, and God's promise was fulfilled. In allusion to the rapid suppression of resistance, and to this signal entrance on his new reign, without rival or rebel, Solomon declares, "As the Lord liveth, which hath established me and set me on the throne of David my father," &c. 

II. Solomon's claims to the throne were sanctioned by a representative assembly. He was confirmed by recognition and allegiance of all the tribes in representatives. Captains, judges, and heads of families, princes, and people—all received him. Those in authority should side with right and use their influence to promote true religion and God's glory. Weakness in kings, selfishness in rulers, and disaffection in people, outrage liberty, destroy the peace, and endanger the throne of kingdoms

"Let not the world see fear and sad mistrust

Govern the motion of a kingly eye" [Shakes.].

III. Solomon's accession to the throne was signalised by solemn acts of worship. "All the congregation with him," a vast concourse of dignitaries in solemn procession on its way up the hill to Gibeon, six miles north of Jerusalem, to offer royal sacrifices! 

1. In obedience to divine law. The brazen altar was there (2Ch ); that is, the Gibeonite sanctuary was still the legal, the official and historically rightful place for burnt offerings. 

2. In appropriate magnificence. The holocaust became the rank and attests the splendour of the sovereign on this occasion. Sacrifices abundant. Zadok the officiating high priest (1Ch ). The time-honoured altar prepared by the skill of Bezaleel in the wilderness (Exo 38:1). 

IV. Solomon's accession to the throne was in a spirit of devout supplication. How many kings begin their reigns; how many youths in critical moments, turning-points in life, begin their course altogether differently! Alas! many gain distinctions, enter life fully equipped, for awhile out-distance others; but with the turn of fortune fall behind and end in ruin. Solomon remembered the position of his predecessor, his own youth and weakness, the responsibility under which he was placed, and made request for gifts and grace to help him. When Victoria learned that she was about to become Queen of England, her first words to the Archbishop of Canterbury were, "I beg your Grace to pray for me." Together they knelt, and the new reign began with prayer. 

V. Solomon's accession to the throne was unequalled in splendour. None before him, nor after him, had the like (2Ch ). 

1. Outward splendour. "Riches and wealth and honour." Good in themselves and good as a means of usefulness. The good which the world seeks; but this honour decays. All worldly greatness is fleeting in character and worthless at last. "We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out." 

2. Moral splendour. "Wisdom and knowledge" higher than material wealth. The riches of Crœsus would not add a fraction of value to a man. "The gold is but the guinea stamp." "How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! and to get understanding rather to be chosen than silver." Better, for it enriches its possessor, creates higher enjoyments, invests with greater dignity, and is destined to longer existence. "King Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches and for wisdom."

SOLOMON'S CHOICE.—2Ch 
Probably at the close of festivities on Gibeon, when the mind of Solomon had been elevated, and his heart touched, that God appeared to him in a dream; gave him the option of everything good in the world. He felt intense desire, and offered earnest prayer for wisdom. Whether the dream was imaginary or not, the choice was made, and God's grant of it real. Learn—

I. That ability to discharge the duties of our calling is most desirable. Some time since a paper appeared in a popular Review under the title, "What knowledge is of most worth?" the object of which was to show the sufficiency of what is generally called science to guide in life. "The universal reply is science. This is the verdict on all counts." But what is meant by science? If mere education without religion, knowledge without wisdom, we cannot agree with it. There is a difference between science and wisdom. Wisdom is the right use of knowledge. Science seeks truth for its own sake, wisdom for practical uses. Science exercises the intellect, wisdom affects the heart. A man cannot be wise and able to fulfil his mission who does not use what he knows. Wisdom is the principal thing, therefore get wisdom, to govern as kings "in righteousness and judgment," to rule as masters "in the fear of the Lord," to win souls as ministers, for "he that winneth souls is wise." 

II. That this ability can only Come from God. Solomon's surroundings favourable, education good, friends numerous, and wealth enormous, but he lacked wisdom, and looked to God for it. True wisdom is needed as much to build up the Christian Church, to govern a kingdom and rule a house, as to rear the tabernacle. If there be capacity, culture and application may make a scholar, a philosopher, or an orator. But "the wisdom which is profitable to direct" is "the wisdom from above." We must look to the source from whence Bezaleel and Aholiab gained their skill and ability (Exo ). "Give me wisdom and knowledge." 

III. That where the desire for this ability is supreme, God will honour and bless it. "I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked" (1Ki ). Great pretension to wisdom often covers the want of it. Shallow streams make greatest noise. There must be—

1. Intense desire. A feeling of deep want. "This was in thine heart." Opinionated, self-sufficient men will never get it. A craving for its possession, growing out of sense of need, a cry of the soul, "Where shall wisdom be found?" 

2. Earnest search. Mere want or desire not enough. There must be effort, honest, strenuous, and persevering. A search as for silver and gold. "If thou seekest her as silver, and search for her as for hid treasures, &c." 

3. There must be prayer. "Give me now wisdom and knowledge." God will honour our petitions when sincere; will give inferior when we ask for superior blessings. God gave the wisdom asked, and the wealth unasked. If we value and pray for understanding, God will do for us "exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask or think." "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him."

THE BLESSEDNESS OF WISDOM.—2Ch 
I. It helps to govern life. "Who can judge this thy people?" 

1. By giving insight. "Knowledge of men and things," understanding of the times in which we live, and their demands upon us. 

2. By imparting activity. "That I may go out and come in before this people." Public activity unceasing and unchecked. 

3. By teaching us to avoid evil and do good. "Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee." "When thou goest thy steps shall not be straitened" (freedom in the great highway of life); "and when thou runnest thou shalt not stumble" (safety in activity) (Pro ). 

II. It endows with best wealth. Wealth of soul. "For the soul to be without knowledge it is not good." Wealth of the character. "She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace; a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee." An ornament better than kings' robes, a crown not of fading laurels or rusting metal. Adornments of holiness preparing for the crown of glory which fadeth not away. Character better than cash, the only wealth that will go into the other world, and determine condition there. "Treasures of wickedness profit nothing, but righteousness delivereth from death." 

III. It ensures permanent good. It is excellent in itself, described as "the fear of the Lord," and "the knowledge of God," blessing the intellect and the heart. In this life often brings riches, honour, length of days, and unequalled privileges. But these things may all end. Heavenly wisdom is supereminent, an eternal possession, a treasure we can lay up in heaven. It sets before us the way of life, and secures our salvation. Worldly good pertains to earth only; here is limitless blessing helping to escape the miseries of false choice, and giving endless possession of perfect bliss.

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . God with him. 

1. God is often against the kings of the earth. This seen in the disasters which he brings on their armies, &c., and may be illustrated by the histories of many kings mentioned in the Bible. 

2. God is with some kings for the punishment of others. The wicked are the sword of God. 

3. God was with Solomon for the good of Israel; with him in answer to prayer. 

4. God was not with Solomon unconditionally [Bib. Museum].

2Ch . How to get rich. "Ask what I shall give thee, &c." Observe, for the acquirement of the highest wealth that "asking"—

1. Is the simplest method. Only a word. 

2. Is the divinely appointed method (Mat ; Mar 14:38). 

3. Is the only method. Purchase is impossible. Deserts? We have none. 

4. Is the certain method. It never has failed yet. 

5. Is the abundantly enforced method. Enforced by the whole Bible, by the story of God's acts, the promises and exhortations, the life and death of Jesus. 

6. Has ever been the abundantly successful method [R. A. Griffin].

2Ch . Solomon's Choice. I. The address which God made to Solomon when He said, "Ask, &c.," He does in effect make to each of us, especially to the young. II. Though we need not the qualification which Solomon required for his kingly office, yet we all need spiritual wisdom and understanding, and may therefore imitate his example. III. God is pleased with those who make the choice and offer up the prayer of Solomon. Because—

1. It is the effect of His grace; 

2. It indicates opinions and feelings similar to his own; 

3. It indicates humility; 

4. It shows a benevolent concern for his glory, and for the happiness of their fellow-creatures; 

5. It actually tends to promote his glory. IV. All who make this choice and adopt this prayer shall certainly be favoured with a wise and understanding heart [Dr. Payson].

The Prayer for Wisdom. I. Come and see a youth who at a critical moment is found in prayer. II. Come and see a king's son who prays exclusively for wisdom. III. Come and see a humble one who prays not in vain. IV. Come and see here a favoured one who receives much more than he asks for. V. Come and see an unhappy one who by his own fault has forfeited the blessings of his prayer [Dr. J. Van Oosterzee].

"To know

That which before us lies in daily life

Is the prime wisdom" [Milton].

HOMILETICS

SOLOMON'S WEALTH.—2Ch 
This passage refers to commerce with Egypt in exports and imports, and is like 1Ki . The road from Egypt to Syria not always under the control of the Israelites. Solomon gained complete possession of the country and took the trade in horses between Egypt and northern nations into his own hands. 

I. Wealth derived from trading speculations. In addition to large treasures collected and bequeathed by his father, Solomon's wealth derived from commerce with other nations. His fleets brought gold and silver from Ophir and Tharshish, and made them plenteous as stones in Jerusalem. His chariots and chariot horses or chargers were of the best kind of Egyptian breed and highly valued. Kings of the Hittites and Syria welcomed Jerusalem as the opening of an emporium for trade. Inland cities founded for special markets, and lofty towers on the coast pointed to commerce with distant countries. 

II. Wealth acquired in opposition to God's commands. The King forbidden to multiply horses and gold under the Theocracy (Deu ). He must trust in the Lord God, not in chariots and horses (Psa 20:7). Besides, in a hilly country like Judea, cavalry of no essential service; and going to Egypt might open up the way to idolatry and corruption again. But Solomon must equal other nations, hence his passion for horses, a prohibited luxury, led to risk and excess. Wealth gained unjustly is held insecurely. "Better is the poor that walketh in his uprightness than he that is perverse in his ways though he be rich." 

III. Wealth therefore risky in its possession. Prosperity of Solomon his great misfortune. Indulgence outran want. Abundant leisure to gratify desires. Prosperous enterprises, rank, riches, and power were his. His fame spread and raised to the pinnacle of glory among nations. But ambition mastered him. Wealth the first step downwards. His wisdom availed little and his end ruin. Sad that a beginning so promising should end in consequences so fearful. The smallest departure from rectitude may lead to grievous errors and fearful miseries. Neither wealth nor worldly wisdom can check a downward course. "The prosperity of fools shall destroy them." "In all time of our wealth, good Lord, deliver us."

THE KING'S MERCHANTS.—2Ch 
Linen yarn means influx (mikre), and thence import (mabo), contrast of export (Sept. 1Ki ); in which case the verse would run thus: "And the export of horses for Solomon was from Egypt; and the import which the king's merchants took was an import in price"—that is, in money. It was more convenient for Solomon to send cash than commodities in exchange for the chariots and horses [Murphy]. 

I. The advantages of commerce. In softening manners and breaking down prejudices. In helping industry, promoting peace, and stimulating into Nature's resources. 

II. The blessings of the nation whose sovereign takes an interest in commerce. Kings may aid in developing commerce, reviving depressed industries, and in adopting enlightened policy. Our own country privileged. "As soon as the commercial spirit acquires vigour," says Robertson, "and begins to gain an ascendant in any society, we discern a new genius in its policy, its alliances, its wars, and its negotiations."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 1

2Ch ; 2Ch 1:6. The national worship was still in the unsettled state in which it had been since the first entrance into Palestine. "The people sacrificed in high places." The chief local sanctity still adhered to the spot where "the Tabernacle of the congregation" stood, on what was called "the great high-place of Gibeon." Hither as on a solemn pilgrimage, with a vast concourse of dignitaries, the young King came to offer royal sacrifices on his accession. A thousand victims were consumed on the ancient altar. The night was spent within the sacred city of Gibeon. And now occurred one of those prophetic dreams which had already been the means of Divine communication in the time of Samuel. Thrice in Solomon's life—at the three epochs of his rise, of his climax, of his fall—is such a warning recorded [Dean Stanley].

2Ch . Wisdom consists chiefly in three things—

1. Knowledge to discern. 

2. Skill to Judges 3. Activity to prosecute [T. Watson]. He showed his wisdom by asking for wisdom. He became wise because he had set his heart upon it [Stanley]. Who can? Wisdom is preferred to riches, to long life, and to victory over enemies—the common ambition of kings. Honourable to any man, but especially to one so young as Solomon; the dictate of early piety and of the purest patriotism; expressing the most profound humility in circumstances favourable to the growth of pride; so moderate and so modest; breathing sentiments of the deepest gratitude to God, and of entire devotion to the public welfare [Dr. T. Guthrie].

"Wisdom is ofttimes nearer when we stoop

Than when we soar" [Wordsworth].

2Ch . In thine heart. Without a rich heart wealth is an ugly beggar [Emerson].

2Ch . I will give. God is a light that is never darkened, an unwearied life that cannot die, a fountain always flowing, a garden of life, a seminary of wisdom, a radical beginning of all goodness [Quarles].

2Ch . Prosperity. Many are not able to suffer and endure prosperity; it is like the light of the sun to a weak eye—glorious indeed in itself, but not proportioned to such an instrument [Jeremy Taylor].

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-18
CRITICAL NOTES.] This chapter corresponds with 1 Kings 5. It comprises preparations for building the temple (2Ch ); Solomon's message to Huram (2Ch 2:3-10); Huram's reply (2Ch 2:11-16); and the census of the strangers (2Ch 2:17-18).

2Ch .—Preparations for building. Determined, i.e., commanded, gave orders to build. Name (1Ch 22:10; cf. 1Ki 5:5). Kingdom, royal palace. 2Ch 2:2. The substance of this verse given in 2Ch 2:18, here indicative of magnitude of the undertaking.

2Ch .—Solomon's message to Huram. H. had congratulated Sol. (1Ki 5:1). Deal (cf. 1Ch 14:1 and 2Sa 5:11). Cedars (1Ch 14:1). 2Ch 2:4. Incense, lit. incense of spices (marg.); the regular incense burned every morning and every evening (Exo 30:7); for symbolic meaning, see Rev 8:3-4. Shewbread (cf. Exo 25:30; Lev 24:5-9; Num 4:7). Moons (Num 28:11-15). Feasts, three great annual. 2Ch 2:5. Great, exceeding in size any separate building in Palestine and any temple of the gods of surrounding nations. See Stanley's Jewish Ch., vol. ii., p. 224. 2Ch 2:6. Able (cf. 1Ki 8:27; 2Ch 6:18). "In the question, ‘Who am I?' (cf. 1Ch 29:14) there is implied: a house for him to dwell in I cannot build; and with this is connected the antithesis; but only for the purpose of burning incense before him, i.e., only to maintain a place in which God may be honoured by sacrifice, can I venture to build him a house" [Keil]. 2Ch 2:7. Cunning, i.e., skilful to work in gold (1Ch 22:15) and with knowledge of sculpture in metal and wood; a man to design and superintend all work in metals and other materials (Exo 25:4). 2Ch 2:8. Send. "The cedar and cypress were valued as being both rare and durable; the algum or almug trees (likewise a foreign wood), though not got on Lebanon, is mentioned as being procured through Huram" [Jamieson], 2Ch 2:9. Wonderful, lit. great and wonderful. 2Ch 2:10. Give. "According to Kings, Solomon's original proposal was simply to pay Hiram's workmen for their labour, and it was at Hiram's suggestion that he commuted his proposed ‘hire' into an annual payment in kind (see 1Ki 5:6; 1Ki 5:9; 1Ki 5:11). It would seem, therefore, that the author of Chronicles here throws into one at least two distinct messages sent by Solomon to Hiram" [Speak. Com.].

2Ch .—Huram's reply (cf. 1Ki 5:8-9). Loved. "It would seem that neighbouring sovereigns, in communications with Jewish monarchs, adopted the Jewish name for the Supreme Being (Jehovah, ‘the Lord' of our version), either identifying him with their own chief god or (sometimes) meaning merely to acknowledge him as the special god of the Jewish nation and country. In Hiram's case the acknowledgment seems to be of the former kind" [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 2:12. The Lord, a formula designating the Supreme God with several Asiatic nations. In Persian inscriptions Ormazd is constantly called "the great god, who gave (or made) heaven and earth" [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 2:13. Huram, the king's own father's name appears to have been Abibaal. Father is used in the honourable sense of master, and the trans. should be as generally admitted. "I have sent a cunning man, endued with understanding, one Huram, my master workman" 2Ch 2:14. A Tyrian by race, whose mother was of the daughter of Dan, though her father was of Naphtali (1Ki 7:14), skilled in all things specified, and in wood, stone, and fine linen. 2Ch 2:16. Joppa, now Jaffa, the natural port of Jerusalem, distant about 35 miles.

2Ch .—The census of strangers. Strangers, descendants of Canaanites not driven out of the land at the invasion (Jud 1:21-36; 1Ki 9:20), and non-Israelite population influx from surrounding nations. Numbered, reimposition of bond-service had been discontinued between Joshua and Saul David numbered the strangers (cf. 1Ch 22:2). and Solomon imitated his father.

HOMILETICS

THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE.—2Ch 
Solomon's wisdom given not for self-adornment and speculation, but for practical purposes; to build, govern, and do the work of God. David talked about the work, gathered materials; Solomon executed. 

I. The magnitude of the work. Wonderfully great (2Ch ). Great not so much in outward structure as in style and design. 

1. Great because God, for whom it is built, is great. "For great is our God above all gods" (2Ch ). Infinite, self-existent, and supreme. Our ideas of God determine our plans in building up character, family, business, and places of worship. "Our theology determines our architecture," says Dr. Parker. Defective views of God will influence expenditure and worship. God is great, and should have nothing mean. 

2. Great because its worship is becoming. "To burn sacrifice before him" (2Ch ). The spiritual always greater than the material. However magnificent the place, God is greater than the temple. A great God indicates great worship. A ritual not to please the eye and gratify the taste, but holy, sincere, and devout. 

3. Great because it satisfies great needs. "To burn before him sweet incense, &c." (2Ch ). "Solomon seems to mean that to build a temple can only be justified on the human—not on the divine—side. ‘God dwelleth not in temples made with hands,' cannot be confined to them, does in no sort need them. The sole reason for building a temple lies in the needs of man. Man is finite; his worship must be local; the sacrifices commanded in the law had, of necessity, to be offered somewhere. Only in view of these necessities did Solomon venture to think of building God a ‘house'" [Speak. Com.]. Man will ever need incease, which sets forth prayer; the continual shew-bread, or communion with God; and the burnt-offering, or propitiation for sin (Exo 30:7; Numbers 28; Leviticus 23). 

II. The spirit in which the work was undertaken. Solomon felt the necessity, urgency, and responsibility of the work. 

1. A spirit of determination. "I purpose to build a house" (1Ki ). Energy, settled and fixed resolution in himself. Gave orders to others also to help; stirred up the nation to take an interest in work. Prayer should show itself in action and enthusiasm for God. "The truest wisdom is a resolute determination," says Napoleon. 

2. A spirit of humility. "But who is able to build, &c.?" (2Ch ). Feeling that he was undertaking an impossible work almost. Not as a conceited king or wealthy prince, but as unworthy of the work, did he regard himself. A due sense of insufficiency becoming in the wisest and strongest; the only way to secure strength and success; will never lead to despair, but to do what can be done. "When ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants; we have done that which was our duty to do." 

III. The help which was secured in the execution of the work. Solomon great, wise, and rich but required help from Hiram. Kings want men! Everything worthy done by co-operation, reciprocity of labour. 

1. Help readily given. No excuse, no delay, no mere promise. Willingness combined with respect, congratulations, and gladness of the opportunity. "When Hiram heard the words of Solomon he rejoiced greatly." 

2. Help most skilful. Cut timber, "costly stones and hewed stones," the best that could be given. We should contrive more for God. Give more intelligence, more value in our service; put more cunning in the fingers, more penetration in the mind, and more polish in the brass; more beauty in every sacrifice. 

3. Help most suitable. One thing not substituted for another; cedar-trees for gold, and silver for brass. Timber, stones, and fine linen in exact quantity and quality. Cunning men "filled with wisdom and understanding," "able to grave," to superintend and direct. Give what is suitable and required, and you will help in building the temple.

HIRAM AND SOLOMON.—2Ch 
Hiram had been a friend of David, now a faster friend of Solomon, with whom he formed treaties and alliance, by which commerce was extended and peace maintained. We learn from this intercourse—I. That friendship in life is helpful. Hiram served both father and son; gratitude and filial loyalty bound Solomon to him. An old family friend revives touching memories; should never be forsaken, though you may rise and he may sink in the world, nor undervalued in counsels and offices of love. "Thine own friend and thy father's friend, forsake not." II. That co-operation among men is desirable. True friendship leads to common courtesy and co-operation. Kings not independent, need men, and cannot build without others. Tyre may help Jerusalem, Gentile the Jew. In the cause of humanity, skilled and unskilled, overseer and common labourer, may work together. "Every man has his own kingship. Every man has something that no other man has. A recognition of this fact, and a proper use of its suggestions, would create for us a democracy hard to distinguish from a theocracy." III. That men may know God, yet not serve him. Hiram acknowledged the God of the Jewish people, now known among the nations, but no reason to think that he was a proselyte to the Jewish religion. The doxology ("Blessed, &c.") may spring from courtesies of style, community of language, and religious tradition which existed between Phœnicians and Hebrews. Men may know much of God, speak well of him, yet withhold homage from him and give it to idols. IV. That when God's people are consistent in their life, their influence upon others is for good. Hiram felt more than respect for Solomon; was well-disposed, through the honour and worship rendered to God. When Israel were idolatrous, they were weakened; when holy, they influenced and instructed surrounding nations; lent, but borrowed not. Let your life be pure, and the worship of your God sincere, then you overcome opposition, touch the heart, and secure the help of strangers. "The sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee."

NATURALISATION OF FOREIGNERS.—2Ch 
I. A good Government will tend to make a country attractive to foreigners. II. Foreigners thus attracted are amenable to the laws of the State. III. Thus protected, they may contribute materially to the enrichment of a State by the importation of foreign industries. IV. The kind treatment of exiles often repays those who so regard them. Illus.: The silk-weavers of Spitalfields. V. Be kind to strangers [Bib. Museum].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . In opening the business Solomon grounded his request for Tyrian aid on two reasons: 

1. The temple he proposed to build must be a solid and permanent building, because the worship was to be continued in perpetuity, and therefore the building materials required to be of the most durable quality. 

2. It must be a magnificent structure, because it was to be dedicated to the God who was greater than all gods; and, therefore, as it might seem a presumptuous idea to erect an edifice for a Being "whom the heaven and the heaven of heavens do not contain," it was explained that Solomon's object was not to build a house for him to dwell in, but a temple in which his worshippers might offer sacrifices to his honour. No language could be more humble and appropriate than this. The pious strain of sentiment was such as became a King of Israel [Jamieson].

2Ch . By the sentence "the heaven and heaven of heavens," that is, the heaven in its most extended compass, "cannot contain God," Solomon strikes down all rationalistic assertions that the Israelites imagined Jehovah to be only a finite national god. The infinitude and supramundane exaltation of God cannot be more clearly and strongly expressed than it is in these words. That, however, Solomon was addicted to no abstract idealism is sufficiently apparent from this, that he unites this consciousness of the infinite exaltation of God with the firm belief of his real presence in the temple. The true God is not merely infinitely exalted above the world, has not only his throne in heaven (1Ki 8:34; 1Ki 8:36; Psa 2:4; Psa 11:4; Psa 103:19; Isa 66:1; Amo 9:6), he is also present on the earth (Deu 4:39), has chosen the temple for the dwelling-place of his name in Israel, from which he hears the prayers of his people [Keil.]

2Ch . Send a man. Men wanted to consecrate their skill to God and lead in Christian work, &c. A famous son. Hiram, the first sculptor and engraver of Israel, was half a foreigner. His father was a Tyrian and was dead; but his mother was a Danite who lived in Naphtali (1Ki 7:13-14). He thus sprung on the Israelite side from the same tribe, and (according to Jewish tradition) from the same family as Aholiab, the Danite artist in the wilderness. So wide was his fame, and so profound the reverence entertained for him by the two sovereigns to whom he belonged, that he is called "the father," both of Solomon and of Hiram [Stanley]. I. A widow's son trained in his father's workshop, helping his mother, and striving to do his duty. II. This son, by diligence, faithfulness, and skill, became famous, excelled, and was promoted. III. This promotion a reward for his diligence, and a joy to his widowed mother. Industry, filial love, and perseverance sure to bring eminence. "Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings: he shall not stand before mean men" (Pro 22:29). (Henry Martin, known in his college as "the man who had not lost an hour." Joseph, Nehemiah, Daniel.)

2Ch . Solomon's workmen. Builders, Israelites and heathen (Psa 22:29). A prophetic anticipation of Eph 2:14; Eph 2:19-22; Eph 3:4-6. Solomon's treatment of his workmen. Not arbitrary like Pharaoh, who would have raised discontent, if not opposition, but considerate. A wise arrangement to give rest at home and relief in labour. Hence no murmuring in work. This an example to modern builders. Learn—The temple a house of prayer for all nations. Many help in the material work of the church, who do not enjoy its worship and privileges. "We, his servants, will arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial in Jerusalem."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 2

2Ch . Friendship.

Friendship! mysterious cement of the soul!

Sweet'ner of life! and solder of society!" [Blair].

2Ch . God above all gods. As the human mind is finite and conceives by defining the limits of its thought, and as God is known to us to be infinite, it is evident that the human mind can never be capable of conceiving God adequately as He is, or of defining His being [Hodge].

2Ch . A man. The most important point in any affair is to know what is to be done [Columella].

2Ch . Skilful. The mechanical genius of the Phœnicians generally, and of the Sidonians in particular, is noticed by many ancient writers [Speak. Com.].

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-17
CRITICAL NOTES.] In two chapters is narrated the building of the temple, which correspond with 1 Kings 6, 

7. Here greater fulness of description, and more precise introduction and different arrangement of things described.

2Ch .—Place and time of building. Moriah (Gen 22:2), from which was named the land of Moriah—"land of the appearing of the Lord." Appeared, "which was shown to David," as future site (1Ch 21:15). Prepared, fixed (1Ch 22:5). O nan, see 2Sa 24:18; 1Ch 21:18. 2Ch 3:2. Second day not in original. Translation should be "He began to build in the second month in the fourth year of his reign" [Speak. Com.], about 1012 B.C.

2Ch .—The holy house and porch. These measures afterwards given. Instructed, founded (marg.), and translation should be, "Now this is the ground-plan of Solomon for the building of the house of God.' Cubits, i.e., cubits after the old Mosaic standard. Threescore, only length and width given here, not height, as 1Ki 6:2. 2Ch 3:4. Porch, in length as breadth of the house. Height a difficulty. Speak. Com. proposes to read 20 for 120. Overlaid (1Ki 6:22). 2Ch 3:5. Greater house, i.e., the holy place or chief room of the house, double in area the holy of holies. Ceiled. The walls were lined with cedar, and the floor with fir, the ceiling only to be covered with fir and overlaid with gold (1Ki 6:15). Palm, for ornaments (1Ki 6:29). Chains, probably garlands or festoons. 2Ch 3:6. Garnished, covered, or "paved the house with precious and beautiful marble" [Kitto]. Stones, gems for "its beautification" (cf. 1Ch 29:2). Parraim, not found elsewhere, generally taken for a place, but uncertain what place. 2Ch 3:7. House, the holy place still spoken of, the whole of whose beams, posts, &c., had the same decorations.

2Ch .—The most holy house, i.e., sanctuary or holy of holies. For its dimensions, see 1Ki 6:20. Six hundred talents, an addition to narrative in Kings. 2Ch 3:9. Nails, to fasten the gold plate on the wooden lining of the walls. Upper chambers, given 1Ch 28:11; their position uncertain. 2Ch 3:10. Cherubims (cf. image), moveable work; sculptured work. Original word only found here. 2Ch 3:11-13. Their position described. They stood on floor, occupying each a space ten cubits in height and in width (1Ki 6:23). Wings touched each other over the ark, and stretched across from wall to wall. Faces not looking at each other, like the cherubs of Moses (Exo 37:9), but looking outward from the most holy to the holy place. 2Ch 3:14. Vail, an important addition to Kings. Blue, exactly the same colours as that of tabernacle (Exo 26:31).

2Ch .—The pillars and their ornaments. High (marg.). Long refers to distance of one from the other; height given 1Ki 7:15; 2Ki 25:17; confirmed by Jer 52:21-22. They appear to have stood on a line with the front of the porch; their position defined obscurely. 2Ch 3:16. Chains, chaplets or festoons in the manner of the oracle, which must have had similar chain work (cf. 1Ki 6:21). Bertheau reads "in a ring," so as to go all round the neck as a necklace. 2Ch 3:17. Reared before the temple, conspicuous to beholders. Jachin, he will establish. Boaz, strength. Possibly proper names, and may belong to supposed younger sons of Solomon [Ewald]. The LXX. trans. direction and strength. "Lit., Jachin would seem to be, as rendered in the margin, ‘He will establish,' while Boaz may either be ‘in strength,' or ‘in him is strength,' or ‘in it is strength.' The meaning was probably, ‘God will establish in strength' (i.e., firmly) the temple and the religion connected with it" [Speak. Com.].

HOMILETICS

THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE.—2Ch 
This first work that Solomon undertook was long in preparation but lasting in effect. "Of all monuments of the internal administration of Solomon, none is to be compared in itself or in its effect on the future character of the people with the building of the temple. It was far more than a mere architectural display. It supplied the framework of the history of the kingdom of Judah. There is hardly any reign which is not in some way connected with its construction or its changes" [Stanley]. 

I. The site chosen. Consecrated by the offering of Isaac and the gracious appearance of the angel to David. The place selected by David, bought with his money, and prepared by his labours—pulling down buildings, levelling rocks, marking out dimensions—revealed by the Spirit of God (1 Chr. , 18, 26). Solomon not at liberty to fix nor at a loss to find a place. Wisdom to submit to God's appointment and to be guided by his providence. 

II. The specifications given. "These are the ground plans, &c." (2Ch ). There must be foundation or ground plan—many build "in the air," build from the top, build without principles, plan, or good materials. We have need to be "instructed," not born natural architects like the bee and the beaver. In life-building keep to the "first measure," the divine rule. This the only guide, the only foundation. No other can be laid. 

III. The time the work commenced. In the second month and fourth year of his reign. Time more specific in 1Ki . Memorable day. Many such in Christian life; not monotonous and commonplace—"red-letter days" crises in life to remind and help. The day when born again, when school was entered, when home was left. The month when business started or the Christian church entered. "The year after" some great event. The deliverance from Egypt, from sickness or spiritual bondage. "Days should speak" of plans formed and work commenced, of special providences and significant events. 

IV. The form of the building erected. First, the Porch and its Pillars (2Ch ). "The most startling novelty of the building in which foreign architects had freest play. In materials it was probably suggested by Assyrian, in elevation by Egyptian architecture, while Tyrian sculptors displayed their art to the full in the two elaborate pillars. They stood immediately under the porch, within, but not supporting it, and were called, either from the workmen or from their own firmness and solidity, Jachin and Boaz. Their golden pedestals, bright brazen shafts, rich capitals, light festoons, were thought prodigies of art so remarkable that the Israelites were never wearied of recounting their glories" [Stanley]. Second, the Holy Place, "the greater house" (2Ch 3:5), double the area of the Holy of Holies. "The whole interior was lined with boards richly decorated with carved work, clusters of foliage and flowers, among which the pomegranate and lutus, or water-lily, were conspicuous, and overlaid, excepting the floor, with gold, either by gilding or in plates" (1 Kings 6) [Jamieson]. Third, the Most Holy Place. Its upper chambers (2Ch 3:9); sculptured cherubim of colossal size, their faces inwards conformably to their use, which was to vail the ark (2Ch 3:10-13). The vail between the Holy and the Most Holy Place (2Ch 3:14) displayed the beauty of colour, embossed with cherubims, and made of four materials. This pattern given to Solomon (1Ch 29:11-12), not the invention of human architects. Destitute of invention, we may gather materials and work according to pattern. But remember the builder depends upon the architect. "Except the Lord build the house, &c."

THE DESCRIPTION OF THE TEMPLE

I. Solid in its form. Stones and pillars indicate strength and duration. Whatever God builds is strong and solid. The earth is "established"; the hills are "everlasting"; the church is built on a rock. "The foundation of the Lord standeth sure." 

II. Costly in its materials. Not only grand and massive in style, but costly. Best cedars, best gold, and "costly stones" (1Ki ). The porch, the holy place, and "the most holy house overlaid with gold." To the artistic use of precious metals was added the glory of coloured gems. "Garnished the house with precious stones for beauty" (2Ch 3:6). 

III. Beautiful in its appearance. The temple of nature is beautiful. The sky spread out as curtains, and the stars shine as lamps. The decorations of the Temple were not a form of mere "barbaric splendour" as thought by some writers. The skill of the smith, the sculptor, and the engraver lavished upon substances and in a place rarely seen by the eye of man. In its symmetry, order, and design, the work was an offering to Jehovah, whose presence filled the temple. The house of the earthly Jerusalem was a type of the glorified Church, "the city of pure gold, like unto clear glass."

"And it is a joy that in every age

The greatest works of mind or hand have been

Done unto God" [Bailey's Festus].

THE SURPASSING BEAUTY OF THE TEMPLE.—2Ch 
Observe—I. That God did not need this lavish expenditure of gold and gems and rich ornaments. They were all perishable things. II. Yet divine condescension accepted this offering of human gratitude. III. The beauty and costliness of the temple not without their uses. The temple so adorned served to impress the mind of surrounding nations with the feelings of the people of Israel towards their great God. IV. The adornment of the temple a rebuke of the utilitarian views of those who are advocates of a Judas-like economy, and who regard as waste all that is given to God beyond the bare necessities of the case [Bib. Mus.].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Within with pure gold. Such was Christ's inside (Col 2:9); in his outside was no such desirable beauty (Isa 53:2); so the church's glory is inward (Psa 45:13), in the hidden man of the heart (1Pe 3:4) [Trapp].

2Ch . Gold and fir. 

1. The best things employed for God. 

2. The best employed with no niggard spirit and empty hand. 

3. The best applied to secure harmony, beauty, and strength.

The lofty buildings set forth "the germs of all Christian architecture and the principle of national worship in fixed places for ever."

"A thing of beauty is a joy for ever;

Its loveliness increases; it will never

Pass into nothingness."

2Ch . Cherubims. 

1. Image work, painted to impress mind and life. Symbols of spiritual truths. "The eye may help the fancy and the soul; but if our creed be only painted, it is as a painted wing: you will always find it where you left it—a wing that cannot flutter, much less fly, a wing that is useless in every respect" [Dr. Parker]. 

2. Stood, denoting attendance and service. "They serve who also stand and wait" (cf. Psa ). 

3. Wings extended, to teach alacrity in service, "swift as an angel." 

4. Faces inward, not fixed on a throne and faced towards worshippers. God only must be worshipped, not angels who merely attend and vail their faces before him. "Whatever the cherubim were, it is certain that they were in no sense representations or emblems of deity, like the winged figures of Assyria and Egypt, with which they have been often compared … the representation simply expresses the claim of Jehovah, the God of Israel, of such lordship over all creation as is hymned in the seraphic song of Isa " [Ellicott, O.T. Com.].

2Ch . Jachin and Boaz establishment and strength in temple work (cf. 1Ki 7:21). "The pillars were richly decorated and placed in a very conspicuous position in front of, and detached from, the temple. The one on the dexter side was named ‘Jachin,' that is, ‘He shall establish,' and that on the sinister side ‘Boaz,' that is, ‘In it is strength.' These names seem to show that they were memorial columns, such as have often been erected in one form or another in all ages, and that they commemorated the Lord's work in establishing his kingdom and presence in Jerusalem. They thus expressed to future ages the thanksgiving words of David: ‘Lord, by thy favour thou hast settled strength for my mountain' (Psa 20:7, marg.); ‘Honour and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary' (Psa 96:6)" [J. H. Blunt]. Showing not only by the matter—brass—but by the names of these pillars, what steadfastness the elect stand in before God, both for present and future. For present they have strength in themselves—Boaz, i.e., in it is strength; for future God will so direct and establish them with his grace—Jachin, i.e., he shall direct or establish, that they shall never wholly depart from him. "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out" (Rev 3:12) [Trapp].

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 3

2Ch . Stones for beauty. The lavish use of the precious metals in ornamentation was a peculiar feature of early Oriental architecture [Speak. Com.]. 'Tis the eternal law that first in beauty should be first in might [Keats]. Precious stones. They who are not made saints in a state of grace shall never be saints in glory. The stones which are appointed for that glorious temple above are hewn and polished and prepared for it here, as the stones were wrought and prepared in mountains for the building of the temple at Jerusalem [Leighton].

2Ch . The mission of art. Art is on a mission for the great common people. It is to educate them. It is to elevate them. It is to refine them. It is to do its work now, no longer for the palace, no longer for the temple, but for that which has something of both the palace and the temple in it—for the family. Art is aiming at the household, and when it shall have done its work there, it will be with such resplendent and wondrous fruits as shall make all the past as nothing in the comparison. We are just on the eve of this great development. The wealth of the world is increasing, so that men are beginning to be able to make their houses richer than Grecian temples used to be [Beecher].

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-22
CRITICAL NOTES.] This chapter describes the holy furniture of the temple and the court (2Ch ); the brass works of Huram (2Ch 4:11-18); and the golden vessels of the sanctuary (2Ch 4:19; ch. 2Ch 5:1; cf. 1Ki 7:48-51).

2Ch .—The furniture of the temple court. 2Ch 4:1. Altar, of burnt offering, dimensions not given in Kings. 2Ch 4:2-5. Brazen sea (cf. 1Ki 7:23-26). Oxen, true reading appears to be knops, colocynths, or flower buds, as in 1Ki 7:24. The word seems to have come in by mistake from the next verse [Murphy]. 2Ch 4:4-5. The exact words of Kings used until last clause of 2Ch 4:5. Lilies (2Ch 4:5), like a lily flower (marg.). 2Ch 4:6. Ten lavers placed in the court, five on south and five on north side; used for washing utensils; sea for bathing of the priests. 2Ch 4:7. Candlesticks made after the pattern of that by Moses (Exo 25:31). Form, no allusion to shape, but to express what more fully given 2Ch 4:20. 2Ch 4:8. Ten tables, one in tabernacle. 2Ch 4:9. Court, inner court (1Ki 6:36). Great court for the congregation. 2Ch 4:10. Sea, great brazen sea, placed between the brazen altar and the porch, a little south (1Ki 7:39), where the laver before the tabernacle formerly stood (Exo 30:18).

2Ch .—The brass works of Huram. Pots, buckets for carrying ashes from altar. Shovels to lift them from altar. Basins to receive and pour blood upon altar. 2Ch 4:12-16. Various things (1Ki 7:40-47). Pommels, balls on top of chapiter, upper parts, or capital of column. Pomegran. (1Ki 7:20). 2Ch 4:14. Bases mentioned first time, ornamental stands for lavers. 2Ch 4:16. Father—i.e., his master-workman, as 2Ch 2:13. 2Ch 4:17. Thick clay of the ground. Suc. lay beyond Jordan, south of the Jabbok. Zared., Zarthan. (1Ki 7:46), probably name of place in time of writer. 2Ch 4:18. Found out, so freely used that weight was not taken.

2Ch .—Golden vessels of the sanctuary (1Ki 7:48-51). Tables, the table in Kings, perhaps the shew-bread never put on more than one of the ten at a time [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 4:20. Candlesticks, law of burning, Exo 27:20-21; Lev 24:2-3. 2Ch 4:21. Flowers, lamps, &c. (cf. Exo 25:31-39; 1Ki 7:49). 2Ch 4:22. Entry, the door frame; the doors, the door leaves. These were overlaid with gold.

HOMILETICS

THE FURNITURE OF THE HOLY COURT.—2Ch 
A continued account of the furniture, things made of brass and of gold. Without and within types of good things to come. Here furniture in open court, in view of all the people, of great significance. 

1. The altar of brass. Twenty cubits (30ft.) square, by ten cubits (15ft.) high. Larger than that in Tabernacle. Israel more numerous and richer, should be more devout. When God enlarges our borders and business we should increase our gifts. The burnt offerings an impressive, instructive sight, before the people in the court. 

2. The sea of brass. For the same purpose as the Laver in Tabernacle, washing hands and feet of priests while ministering at the altar. Ten cubits (15ft) in diameter, by five cubits (7ft.) in height, and raised higher by standing upon 12 brazen oxen. Reminding that God requires sanctity in all that approach him. Those that draw nigh must cleanse their hands and purify their hearts (Jas ). 

3. The ten lavers (2Ch ). They were set upon wheels to move about, and used for the ablution of sacrifices. Not only the priests, but the sacrifices must be washed. We must purify our persons and performances. Iniquity cleaves to our holy things. 

4. The ten golden candlesticks (2Ch ). Only one in Tabernacle. Light increases. Divine direction was given to increase the number of tables for shew-bread and candlesticks for light. 

5. The ten tables. "Five on right side and five on the left;" to which belonged 100 basins or dishes of gold (2Ch ). 

6. The golden altar, on which incense was burnt (2Ch ); probably enlarged in proportion to the brazen altar. Christ makes atonement and intercedes for ever in virtue of that atonement. But what use all this splendid furniture? Not for mere display, but utility. Talents, education, the furniture of mind not given for mere polish, but practical use. Outward adornment, material grandeur only of service when leading to spiritual results.

THE MOLTEN SEA.—2Ch 
I. Its use suggests purification for God's service. Priests and people unfit without this. Holiness becomes God's house and God's servants. "Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord." 

II. Its size suggests abundant provision for purification. Not a laver, but a sea; kept full and overflowing for constant use. A type of that "fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and uncleanness." 

III. Its construction. 

1. The material precious and durable. 

2. The oxen, sacrifices of priests, emblems of strength and patience—looking all ways. The blessings procured by a holy priesthood would be universally diffused [Adapted].

THE BRASS WORKS OF HIRAM.—2Ch 
A detailed enumeration of principal articles executed for sacred edifice (cf. 1Ki ). 

I. The articles which Hiram made. Hiram skilled in work in gold, silver, and iron; in wood and stone; in purple, blue, fine linen and in crimson (2Ch ); but chiefly metal work or works in brass contributed. Works splendid in material, "bright brass" (1Ki 7:45); numerous in quantity, "in great abundance" (2Ch 4:18), and suitable in style. 

II. The foundry at which they were prepared. In neighbourhood of Succoth and Zarthan, in valley of Jordan, where the soil is marl. What natural abundant provision for man in the earth! If brass or bronze was not smelted and alloyed by Hiram, but received from Syria as a tribute in manufactured form, yet he would melt it down for casting (1Ch ). Furnaces would be required and filled with metal. Moulds made in the ground and national foundry erected far from the capital, which would not be annoyed by smoke and noxious vapours. Thus we have civilisation in its beginning, progress, and end.

AN ANCIENT CONTRACT.—2Ch 
"Hiram finished the work that he was to make for King Solomon" (2Ch ). The agreement in 2 Chronicles 11. 

I. The contractor. An eminent Tyrian artizan, skilled in great variety of departments; appointed for his great natural ability to superintend the execution of all works of art in the temple; and a faithful, diligent man, worthy of all confidence. 

II. The articles for which he contracted. Numerous and most valuable, well-finished and most suitable. The best material and the best workmanship. 

III. The completion of the contract. "He made an end of doing all the work" (1Ki ). Finished the work and all the work. No breach of contract; no delay. Everything completed in time; gave satisfaction; and becomes a model transaction.

"THE ENTRY OF THE HOUSE."—2Ch 
This central, conspicuous, and attractive, suggesting—

I. Access to God in Christian worship. God great and man sinful. The door might have been for ever closed; but, in love. Jehovah directs in building a house, promises to dwell in it, and invites men to meet him there. "Let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them." 

II. Access to symbolic beauty in Christian worship. Perfection of gold, or material prosperity given to God. Palms indicating growth and fruitfulness in Christian life; flowers, emblems of beauty and fragrance in Christian character; cherubims, suggestive of alacrity in God's service. Thought is expressed in forms of art. Beauty pleases the senses, originates in the mind the ideal, calls imagination into play, and exercises wonderful fascination over man. Delight, love, and reverence touch the heart, emotions arise and action result.

"We live by admiration, hope, and love;

And even as these are well and wisely fixed,

In dignity of being we ascend."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Ten lavers. Ten symbol of completeness. Their position in court, five on the north, and five on south side. Their us for washing parts of offering. Furniture of splendid skill, labour, and expense.

2Ch . With flowers of lilies, lit. like a lily flower. Consider—

1. That there is an acceptableness in a good and true work in itself, but much more by relation; that is, when it is rendered as to God. We must come to do our best, because we are doing it for the Lord. 

2. The soundness and honesty of service in God's spiritual temple. 

3. As some of Hiram's work was "lily work" (cf. 1Ki ), so, majesty crowned with gracefulness will be found in all the Divinest thoughts. 

1. The pillars must be before the florid ornamentation; 

2. But beauty is also in God's sanctuary, and "upon the top of the pillars was lily work" [G. J. Proctor]. In reviewing the whole chapter, we learn—

1. The beautiful in Christian architecture; the temple an example and stimulus. 

2. Art in Christian service; subservient to man's highest needs and God's glory. 

3. The symbolic in Christian worship. The O.T. dispensation a picture adapted to infant minds and first stages of divine instruction, "a shadow (dim sketch) of things to come" (Col ; Heb 10:1).

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 4

2Ch . Bases and lavers. No heathen parallel to these bases and lavers; the whole arrangement, so full of meaning, appears quite peculiar to the Israelitish temple, for nothing of the kind is found anywhere else, either on Egyptian or Assyrian monuments [Thenius].

2Ch . Gold. Symbolic art. It is an incarnation of fancy, and is a sort of petrified poetry, or concrete rhetoric. It is the blossom of the art-tree, whose root is thought, and whose trunk it imagination. It is inventive, imitational, and composite.… Let our students follow nature boldly and lovingly, but not servilely—learning to compose as she does—not following her laws without laying down his own. Above all, let him remember that ornamentation is to art what words are to thought, and that if design and architecture are dead, no ornamentation, however beautiful, can give them life. It will be, at the best, but a wreath of flowers round the pale brow of the corpse.

"O powers

Illimitable! 'tis but the outer hem

Of God's great mantle our poor stars do gem"

[Ruskin].

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-14
CRITICAL NOTES.] Removal of the ark (2Ch ) is followed by visible token of God's favour (2Ch 5:11-14) (cf. 1Ki 8:1-11), an addition to narrative in Kings, is the account of the circumstances under which the manifestation took place.

2Ch .—The ark removed. Dedicated (1Ch 22:14; 1Ch 26:26). 2Ch 5:2. Assembled, the elders in the feast of tabernacles, which began on 15th of Ethanim, the seventh month (1Ki 8:2). The closing festival of the sacred year. 2Ch 5:4. Levites, such as were priests, whose office in particular to bear ark (1Ki 8:3). 2Ch 5:5. Tabernacle brought from Gibeon (2Ch 1:3). 2Ch 5:6. Sacrificed through the priests. Told, counted (1Ki 8:5). 2Ch 5:7. Wings, those which met in the middle of the room. 2Ch 5:8. Covered, shaded. 2Ch 5:9. Drew out, intimating that the ark was not to be moved again. They rested in the outer wings, so made a barrier. This day, i.e., the time this history was written. After Babylonish captivity, no trace of ark or staves. 2Ch 5:10. Nothing. Hence tables of the law put into the ark by Moses (Deu 10:5) existed in time of Solomon.

2Ch .—God's glory manifested. Priests without regard to courses; all priests at hand took part in ceremony. 2Ch 5:12. Singers, full choir required on solemn occasions like this; all twenty-four choirs combined in while linen (cf. 1Ch 15:27), with instruments proper for the Levites, and trumpets for priests (cf. Num 10:8; 1Ch 15:24; 1Ch 16:6; 2Ch 7:6; 2Ch 13:12-14). 2Ch 5:13. One. The performance arranged as one whole. The song of praise usual refrain (1Ch 16:34; Psalms 136). Cloud as in erection of tabernacle (Exo 40:34), the symbol of Divine presence, too dazzling for them to officiate.

HOMILETICS

DEDICATED THINGS.—2Ch 
This incident worthy of note, something to be commended, thought the writer. The treasures of David carefully stored into the chambers of the temple. 

I. David before his death dedicated certain treasures to God. With toil, self-sacrifice, and entire devotedness, David collected materials. "In my trouble I have prepared, &c." (1Ch ). His spoils and property consecrated to the highest uses. The gold of the heathen may enrich the coffers of the Son of God. 

II. Solomon most scrupulous in carrying out his father's wish. He might have taken them for the expenses of his house and government. As executor he willingly appropriated all to its lawful use. Nothing was alienated. The will was felt to bind and fulfilled. Frequently the wishes of pious parents are evaded by worldly-minded relatives. The manner important and specific. Thus (2Ch ; cf. 1Ki 8:51, so ended, &c.)—

1. Resolving to secure the blessing by fulfilling the conditions. 

2. Anxious to bestow upon the people the best blessings. 

3. Continuing the work until completely finished. 

III. Solomon's example worthy of our imitation. Treasures we can give—hearts, personal efforts, contributions and attendance, obedience to the Divine will, and prayer for the Divine presence.

THE REMOVAL OF THE ARK.—2Ch 
Along with holy vessels, needful to bring in the ark, the most precious furniture. The occasion one of great interest and solemnity. 

I. The time of its removal. 

1. Remarkable in itself. The building finished in the month Bul (November), eighth of the year, eleventh of Solomon's reign (B.C. 1005-4), having occupied workmen seven years and a half (1Ki ; 1Ki 6:37-38). Dedication began in seventh month of the year Ethanim (October), not the same year in which completed. Intervening eleven months spent in getting ready; delay to choose fit time when Jerusalem would be filled with people. Feast of Tabernacles most suitable season to dedicate temple. 

2. Remarkable in its influence. "The magnitude of the event is marked by the fact that now, for the first time since the exodus, we have the years and months recorded" [Stanley]. Events often fix dates in life. "I have shewed thee new things from this time." 

II. The method of its removal. Similar to the ceremony of removing from house of Obededom to Zion (2Sa ; 1Ch 15:25). 

1. Representatives of the nation summoned to take part. Heads of tribes, chiefs of the fathers, senators, judges, and rulers. 

2. Vast spectators met together. "All the men of Israel assembled themselves" (2Ch ). Not only chief men, those invited, but vast numbers of common people to watch the ceremony. 

3. An orderly procession was formed. The king, preceded by his royal guard (1Ki ), took the lead; elders of the people followed; then came the Levites bearing the ark. This procession was joined by another on Mount Zion from lofty height of Gibeon, "bearing with it the relics of the old pastoral worship, now to be disused for ever" (2Ch 5:5). Levite choirs sang joyous psalms (the Psalms of Degrees 120-124), in solemn steps, accompanied with cymbals, psalteries, harps, and trumpets. Up the hill the procession went, and in nearing Moriah they would sing, "Arise, O Lord, into Thy resting-place, Thou and the ark of Thy strength." 

III. The ceremonies which accompanied its removal. Everything fit for a great and solemn event like this. 

1. Innumerable sacrifices offered. Stationed in different places, priests offered "sheep and oxen which could not be numbered for multitude" (2Ch ). "The ground was moist with drink-offerings and sacrifices," says Josephus. 

2. Priests attended in a body. This an extraordinary occasion, more than wonted solemnity. All priests came up from all parts of Juda to take part. "All the priests that were present (found) were sanctified and did not then wait by course" (2Ch ). 

3. Musicians orderly arranged. The station of priests with instruments at marble table on the south-west of the altar apart from others. Levite singers occupied an orchestra east of the altar. Both stood with their faces to the altar. The new and gentler notes of David's music blended with the loud trumpet blast of earlier days in praising God, "for he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever." 

IV. The solemn deposit in its resting-place. Brought into its place, into the oracle of the house, to the most holy place, even under the wings of the cherubims (1Ki ). "There it is unto this day" (2Ch 5:9). 

1. Its public inspection. "Before the ark disappeared for the last time from the eyes of the people, the awful reverence which had kept any inquisitive eyes from prying into the secrets of that sacred chest gave way before the united feelings of necessity and of irresistible curiosity. The ancient lid formed by the cherubs was to be removed; and a new one without them was to be substituted, to fit it for its new abode. It was taken off, and in so doing the interior of t ark was seen by Israelite eyes for the first time for more than four centuries, perhaps the last time for ever" [Stanley]. 

2. Its careful seclusion. Put into "the place of its rest" (Psa ), in token that its wanderings were over—that God had given rest to the Levites and privilege to minister in fixed service; a final pledge of God's presence with his people in their new capital. God present in religious assemblies. "Lo, I am with you always."

THE JOY OF FINISHED WORK

I. The accomplishment of a good work is the cause of joy. The building of the first and second temple, the establishment of national government and the acquisition of national liberty, the rearing of great monuments and the opening of places of worship, &c. 

1. Joy to the builder. Solomon rejoiced that no accident delayed, that no providence prevented the erection of the temple. 

2. Joy to the nation. The people rejoiced; all classes represented, and shared in the consecration. Sacrifice and cymbal; king, princes, and people united in praise to God, "who keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him." 

II. The power to accomplish this work should be ascribed to God. Not to the skill of the architect, the labour of the builders, the wealth of the contributors, but to God. Genius to invent, material, gold, and silver, to give all from him. We return simply what we receive. "All things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee." 

III. Hence, in every great undertaking we should ask for God's direction. In building ask for a site, materials, and workmen, for time to finish, and privilege to consecrate. "All the works of this pattern," only from the Divine Architect. If enterprises, social and national, succeed, wisdom from above must guide. In building a family and a business, if the foundations be laid in oppression (Hab ), and the materials be gathered and put together in pride and forgetfulness of God, the erection may fall, and great may be the fall. The best-laid project fails unless God crown it with success. "Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it."

THE TEMPLE CHOIR.—2Ch 
A full choir on this occasion. Levites, with cymbals, psalteries, and harps, their proper instruments; and priests with trumpets. 

I. Music a revelation from God. Music of a certain kind in nature—"the notes of birds," "the music of the spheres," &c. But sounds not music until reduced to scale; not a hymn of praise until formed by the mind of man, taught by the help of God, to awaken emotions. "There is no fuller revelation of God in nature than is found in these laws of sound, by which he comes into the very heart of man, even to its inmost recesses of love and adoration; and it requires only a sensitive, child-like heart to interpret this speechless music locked within nature as the voice of God pleading to be let out into music, and praise through the heart of man, for so only can his works praise him" [Munger]. 

II. Music as a science to cultivate. Materials and laws of music in nature must be reduced to harmony, and made the vehicle of thought and feeling. Musicians described as workmen, a guild of sacred minstrels who labour and study to perfect their art (1Ch ). 

1. Some may lead. Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthem "set over service of song." Leaders required to train and conduct. 

2. All may learn. Voice given to cultivate. Members of the choir and the congregation may practise singing. All should feel that sacred music pleads for better use and nobler exercise. 

III. Music consecrated to its highest use in the worship of God. The temple the great school of music, which was consecrated to worship of Jehovah, hence "songs of the temple" (Amo ). Nothing calls for music like religion. It may be left out of other departments of life, but religious worship would suffer without music. Where praise is repressed for the sake of the sermon the service will become dull and unprofitable. Cease to sing, and men will forget to assemble. Music takes to itself the noblest instruments, attunes and inspires the greatest composers, and becomes the expression of the greatest reverence, adoration, and praise in the house of God. The heart has lost its sadness, atheists have wept, and men been brought to God under the influence of song. "Both young men and maidens, old men and children, let them praise the name of the Lord."

THE CLOUD FILLING THE TEMPLE.—2Ch 
I. As a confirmation of acceptance. By this God approved of Solomon's work, honoured the ark and accepted the temple. Priests drew back in holy dread. Sinful man cannot approach the glory of God, who is like a consuming fire. But God condescends to meet him, to hear prayer and restore to friendship. 

II. As a distinguishing feature of the Jewish from other nations. Heathen nations had temples, but gods without glory. No manifestation like that of Jehovah ever seen by them. This cloud a striking testimony that God took the nation under His care and protection. The glory, stability, and attractive force of any people is to have God with them. "For what nation is there so great who hath God so nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we call upon him for?" 

III. As a symbol of permanent habitation. After the dedication the visible sign withdrawn, but God constantly dwelt in the temple. Only driven out when polluted by manifold idolatry (Eze ). His return in the Messiah greater than in the magnificence of temple. 

IV. A consecrating element in all sacred buildings. Not until the glory fills the Christian church, the human heart, and the plans of life, will they become fit for God. "Let this be a lesson to all church builders. Your painted windows, and gilded columns, and majestic roofs are nothing until the living Spirit comes into the sanctuary, fills it with an illuminating presence. The house is built for God, and until God comes it is but a structure of calculated matter; when he comes every stone glows and every corner of the house becomes a sacred refuge, and the whole temple becomes as it were a part of heaven" [Dr. Parker].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Bring up the ark. Why this display and ceremony? 

1. The ark the chief thing in the temple. The temple without the ark like the Church without a Bible, the universe without a sun. 

2. The ark in the temple significant of God's desire to be reconciled to man, to dwell with his people and not be separated from them. 

3. The temple, therefore, nothing until consecrated by the ark. The same with aspects and departments of human life. Men, places, and abilities nothing until utilised for good. How many empty places and unfulfilled plans and prophecies of life!

2Ch . There it is. Things that remain. 

1. Sin and misery remain—cannot be ignored or explained away. 

2. Redemption in Christ remains—may be enjoyed and offered to all. 

3. Religious ordinances remain—the Bible, the Sabbath, and privileges of God's house. There they are, lodged with us, tokens of God's favour and presence committed unto us to enjoy and commend to others (2Ti ).

2Ch . Singers. 

1. In beautiful attire. "Arrayed in white linen"—the symbol of purity, beauty, and splendour. "White is everywhere," says one, "the livery and colour of heaven." 

2. With various instruments. Stringed and unstringed, all forms and all ministries, may be employed in God's service. 

3. With marvellous unison. All the twenty-four choirs combined into one grand choir. Singing and playing arranged to form one whole, "to make one sound" in praising the Lord. Such strains fit type of heaven and of the everlasting life of glorified spirits. A life of melody, love, and order in themselves. A life in harmony with each other and with God. 

4. The theme of their song. The goodness and mercy of the Lord. "He is good, for his mercy endureth for ever." The song of the redeemed in heaven.

2Ch . The cloud. 

1. A type of Old Testament dispensation. Rites and ceremonies, types and shadows. "He made darkness his secret place." 

2. The present mode of viewing God. Can only know and see God through a cloud "darkly." The clearest conceptions dark; the greatest capacity limited. None can find out God by searching. "The symbol clearly implies a revelation of divine glory, as it is seen, not in the unveiled brightness of heaven, but in the glorious cloud of mystery, through which it must always be seen on earth, and which indeed is all that the eye of man can bear to contemplate. Out of that glory comes the only revelation which can be destined to man—the voice or word of the Lord (Deu )" [Ellicott's O.T. Com.].

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 5

2Ch . Finished. There are some buildings that are never finished. We never finish our life building; the life temple goes up evermore. Let every man take heed how he buildeth. Do not suppose that you finish your education. In the higher education you only finish that you may begin; you close one book as a pledge of your qualification to open another. There is always a higher aspect of things to apprehend and apply [Dr. Parker].

2Ch . Singers and harps. Theology and music unite and move on, hand in hand, through time, and will continue eternally to illustrate, embellish, enforce, impress, and fix in the attentive mind the grand and important truths of Christianity [Andrew Law, "Essay on Music"]. Man did not make the laws of music; he has only found them out, and if he be self-willed and break them, there is an end of music instantly; all he brings out is discord and ugly sounds [Chas. Kingsley].

"God is its author and not man; he laid

The key-note of all harmonies; he plann'd

All perfect combinations; and he made

Us so that we could hear and understand."

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-42
CRITICAL NOTES.] Close parallelism of this chapter and 1Ki ; 2Ch 6:13 only important variation.

2Ch (cf. Lev 16:1), darkness, not cloud, but of holy of holies, into which cloud entered.

2Ch .—Solomon's address to people. Face, from looking towards the temple. Congregation, men, women, and children. Blessed, offered blessings probably in form of Num 6:23-25. 2Ch 6:4. Spake (2 Samuel 7). 2Ch 6:5. Chose until David's time. 2Ch 6:10-11. The promise is fulfilled.

2Ch .—Solomon's prayer. Before, eastward of it, with face towards temple, as speaking for the people. 2Ch 6:13. Scaffold, brazen platform. Kneeled, in solemn posture. The prayer sublime and orderly in arrangements. 2Ch 6:15. Preface; then three petitions. First, perpetuate the line of David. 2Ch 6:16. Keep good the promise. Second, regard the house where name is put. Thy word (1Ch 17:9-12). 2Ch 6:18. A conception of God's condescension not limited to the temple. 2Ch 6:19. Prayer, next verse. 2Ch 6:21. Third petition. Forgive in general, not limited sense.

We have now seven different cases in which Israel turns to the temple in prayer. 1st case. A man wronged by his neighbour (2Ch ). Oath of self-purgation usual when no witnesses. Requitting, returning equivalent. Do justice to the innocent. 2nd case. When worsted by the enemy (2Ch 6:24-25). Worse in defensive war (Jos 7:5). Defeated on account of sin. Hear when they repent. 3rd case. Suffering from drought (2Ch 6:26-27). Rain, heavens like a storehouse, may be shut up (1Ki 8:35) when good way forsaken. 4th case. Visitation by death or any other calamity (2Ch 6:28-31). Seven kinds of affliction. Dearth, scarcity from other causes than rain. Pestilence, which often sweeps over Eastern lands. Blasting, various forms of danger in crops (Deu 28:22). Locusts (Deu 28:38). Enemies in gates, none therefore able to go in or come out. Plagues, sore or sickness of every kind, recognised as Divine chastisement. 5th case. The stranger coming to pray (2Ch 6:32-33). As thy people (2Ch 6:33). Rights and privileges of Israel thrown open to all. May know, godly fear in O.T. the foundation of piety; the temple the only place where God is worshipped. 6th case. Aggressive war undertaken by Divine permission (2Ch 6:34-35). Prayer for God to maintain their cause. 7th case. If in captivity (2Ch 6:36-39). If captives in war, on account of sin. Bethink, reflect, "bring back their heart" (marg.). Consider seriously exact words of Deu 30:1-3, then hear and forgive. Conclusion.—2Ch 6:40-42 wanting in Kings. Arise, words spoken probably when ark was brought into Jerusalem (cf. Psa 132:8-10). Resting-place, Holy of Holies. Turn not, i.e., reject his prayer and cause him to be ashamed. Mercies towards David (Psa 89:2).

HOMILETICS

THE TEMPLE THE FIXED DWELLING-PLACE OF GOD.—2Ch 
To reassure priests and people, Solomon reminded them that the cloud, instead of being a sign of evil, was the fulfilment of promise. "The Lord hath said," if not in express words yet by continual course of action, "that he would dwell, &c." Hence a token of approval, a method of taking possession of the house, and this prayer a petition that God would for ever keep possession. 

I. The temple now a fixed residence for God. "A settled place for thee." 

1. In opposition to the tabernacle. Which was temporary and provisional. A tent, a mutable and fragile dwelling; but a house of stone and cedar, durable and solid. 

2. As required by the circumstances of God's people. The dispensation made a fixed place needful. Man required locality, visible signs, and special adaptations. Now not a question of place, but of being; not in Jerusalem nor Mount Gerizim. God is spirit and worshipped not by material representation, nor ritual, but by the heart, the spirit of man. Not hands, not wood and stone, but living souls must become God's abode. 

II. The temple as a fixed residence built in fulfilment of God's promise. "God hath fulfilled that which he spake" (2Ch ). 

1. A promise made to David. Reference to 2Sa , where is promised that David's dynasty should continue for ever, and David's son should build a house. Thus the promise established the royal house by its connection with the royal seed. "I will set up thy seed after thee." 

2. A promise fulfilled in Solomon. "I am risen up in the room of my father" (2Ch ). Not in pride, as Ahasuerus made his feast and Nebuchadnezzar built his city; but in a spirit of gratitude Solomon built the temple and finished his father's work. Traced the providence of God, and urged the people to praise him. 

III. The design of this fixed residence to perpetuate the presence of God. The temple a permanent centre of worship to Jehovah. Neither city for worship, nor king to govern chosen before David's time. Now God has chosen a residence and purposed to abide in it for ever. "This is the hill which God desireth to dwell in; yea, the Lord will dwell in it for ever" (Psa ). Hence God accessible, Zion secure and communion attractive and blessed. "God is known in her palaces for a refuge" (literally a high place for shelter and defence, Psa 46:7-11; Pro 18:10) (Psa 48:3).

THE PERFORMANCE OF GOD'S PROMISE.—2Ch 
God had made good one part of his promise, Solomon prays that he would perform the other. Concludes, as he began, with thankful acknowledgment of Divine goodness in performance of promise. 

I. That God deals with his people in all ages by way of promise. With Adam, Abraham, and David. Throughout the O. and N.T. dispensation, with individuals and nations we have promise after promise. "Exceeding great and precious promises," to encourage and help. Here we have—

1. Promise to build a house. 

2. Promise to raise up a king. 

II. That the performance of this promise is a source of joy to God's people. 

1. In revealing God to them. God never compelled to act; enters into engagements and covenants with perfect freedom; and never reluctant to bestow what is promised. Hence the goodness and grace in giving the word, and the veracity, power, and providenee in its fulfilment. God may be trusted, for "He cannot deny himself." In this the true God stands contrasted with the "lying vanities" of heathen deities and weak, sinful man. "He is not man that he should lie, &c." 

2. In the actual bestowment of good to them. Providence on their behalf; power exercised for their deliverance, and actual fulfilment in their history and experience. The covenant kept and mercy bestowed (2Ch ). "There failed not aught of any good thing which the Lord had spoken unto the house of Israel; all came to pass." 

III. That there are special seasons to testify to God's goodness in the performance of his promise. "As it is this day" (2Ch ). In conversion, restoration from sickness and danger; in dedication of places of worship and in times of special favour, we may testify to God's mercy and truth. Numerous are the occasions in which we may "abundantly utter (lit. bubble forth as from a fountain) the memory of his great goodness and sing (lit. with loud eulogies) of his righteousness" (Psa 145:7).

INVOCATION OF DIVINE FAVOURS.—2Ch 
Solomon had dedicated the temple, now offered the consecration prayer to God. "He stretched forth his hands in the gesture of Oriental prayer, as if to receive the blessings for which he sought, and at the same time exchanged the usual standing posture of prayer for the extraordinary one of kneeling, now first mentioned in the sacred history, and only used in Eastern worship at the present day in moments of deep humiliation. The prayer itself is one of unprecedented length, and is remarkable as combining the conception of the infinity of the Divine Presence with the hope that the Divine mercies will be drawn down on the nation by the concentration of the national devotions, and even of the devotion of foreign nations, towards this fixed locality" [Stanley]. Learn—

I. That God is infinitely great. "Heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee" (2Ch ). To be infinite is literally to be unbounded, unlimited. This includes omnipresence and incomprehensibility. His immensity extends infinitely beyond the boundaries of space. God fills heaven, earth, and hell. No place, no temple contains him as a house is built for man. He was not confined to the Jewish people, nor "chiefly to the narrow bounds of the Jewish land," as some think; not a mere "God of the hills," a patrial or Gentile Deity. His settled abode is eternity, "inhabiteth eternity." "Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord" (Jer 23:24). "Where is the house that ye built unto me? and where is the place of my rest?" 

II. That God is infinitely faithful. "Kept that thou promisedst" (2Ch ). The truth of God makes it impossible for him not to fulfil whatever he hath spoken. He is "the faithful God" (Deu 7:9). "It is impossible for God to lie." Performance of threatening and promise not impracticable. God not liable to forget nor to change. We may be persuaded that "there shall not fail one good word of all that the Lord our God hath spoken." 

III. That God is infinitely good. This attribute may be termed the glory of God. Moses desired to see the glory of Jehovah; the answer was, "I will make all my goodness pass before thee." In this narrative goodness is distinguished by different names, and exercised in different ways. "Goodness is the genus that comprehends mercy, grace, long-suffering, kindness, and truth in it; these are branches from that as the root" [Goodwin on Exo ]. 

1. In answering prayer. Heathen gods had eyes, but could see not; ears, but could hear not. God is accessible, has not hid himself from men, nor retired into the bosom of eternity. "O thou that hearest prayer," "Hear thou in heaven thy dwelling-place." 

2. In dwelling with men. In the hearts of those who love him, and walk before him in daily life. In the temple with those who worship him in sincerity and truth. "Though the Lord be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly." "I dwell in the high and holy place with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit." 

3. In the bestowment of mercy. "And shewest mercy" (2Ch ). Mercy suggests misery (Latin miseria), wretchedness. God relieves in distress, confers favours on undeserving, forbears to punish, and bestows innumerable favours. "Thou art good, and doest good."

THE SOLEMN QUESTION.—2Ch 
Will God dwell with man? The question of all ages, the dream, the desire of humanity. Irrepressible anticipations in the deification of heroic men, the incarnations of Hindoo gods, and in the Messianic hope of the Jews. 

I. Where the answer? Not in ancient philosophy, even with its moral teachings and intense longings. No God for the poor and illiterate, only for noble and learned if for any class. God was thought too great to regard man. Not in modern philosophy. Ungodly science substitutes some abstract principle, "Infinite Wisdom," "the Ruling Principle of the Universe," or talks of "law" and "omnipotent power." God is not a living personal God, accessible to man, and willing to dwell with him. 

II. What saith the Scripture? Manifestations of God in O.T. symbols in tabernacle and temple. Promises in abundance, not merely to sojourn as a stranger, to tarry for a night (Jer ), but to settle in fixed residence among men. "There shall be a place which the Lord God shall choose to cause his name to dwell there" (Deu 12:11). "The hill which God desireth to dwell in; yea, the Lord will dwell in it for ever" (Psa 68:16). "I will dwell in the midst of them for ever" (Eze 43:9). God with men in Christian worship; in the incarnation of Christ, "God manifest in the flesh;" in the human heart by his Holy Spirit; in heaven by special presence.

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . David's intention to build the temple. I. Man's purposes are sometimes greater than his power. Limitations of—

1. Character. 

2. Body. 

3. Culture. 

4. Circumstances—want of means or liberty. 

5. Destiny. 

6. Life. II. The importance and value of these gracious but unfulfilled intentions. Earnest purposes, sincere desires, are facts, and as facts will be recompensed. 

1. They are facts to God. 

2. They are facts to those who cherish them. 

3. Unfulfilled intentions are not without their practical influence upon society. III. The comfort which those considerations are calculated to afford. This theme is full of comfort to—

1. The poor and uneducated. 

2. The suffering. 

3. Those who are called to premature death. 

4. All good men in the presence of their imperfect lives [W. L. Watkinson].

2Ch . In the room of my father. 

1. A succession of men. Joshua after Moses; Solomon after David. 

2. A succession of office. To some high responsibility—priesthood, government—by election, by hereditary descent. No mere form to fill the same place and be surrounded by the very circumstances and associations which inspired our predecessors. "He took up the mantle of Elijah." 

3. A succession of work. Work should be carried on and finished, if possible, by those called to it. Thus ideas, liberties, and institutions are handed down from generation to generation. Thus have we the true continuity of the Christian church, the true communion of saints, and the true identity of man's life with God's work.

2Ch . The stability and perpetuity of the Davidic throne, the sonship of the Davidic King, and the consequent heirship of all nations (cf. 2Sa 7:13-14).

2Ch . "Lord God of Israel. This was a worthy precedent for princes, who, if they would imitate Solomon in devotion, might likewise share with him in blessing. This is a long prayer and full of affection to the end. So to pray is hard and happy. It is a precedental prayer, as one calleth it. Kept with thy servant David. We may pray to good purpose though in the self-same words as before. Christ himself did so in his agony, when he prayed most earnestly. Let this comfort those who complain that they cannot vary their petitions" [Trapp]. Be verified, 2Ch 6:17. He reiterateth and reinforceth his former request; this evinceth his holy importunity. This he learned of his father (cf. Pro 4:4) [Ibid.].

2Ch . Will God, &c.? The great contrast—

1. Between the heaven of heavens and the material temple. 

2. Between the infinite grandeur of God and the unworthiness of man (creature and sinful creature). 

3. The deep humility which this contrast should create in our approach to God.

"The more thy glories strike mine eye

The humbler I shall lie," &c.

2Ch . The Sanctity of God's House. 

1. As the residence of a great God. 

2. As the house of prayer. 

3. As the place consecrated to worship. God's name there. The centre and core of all fellowship,

2Ch . Solomon's Prayer. 

1. Position from whence offered. Stood on scaffold where he could be seen and heard. 

2. Solomon's attitude. Reverent, kneeled; expectant, "spread forth his hands." Looked up to heaven in dependence; kneeled in humility. "Kneeling never spoiled silk stockings" [Herbert]. 

3. Its length. Longest recorded in Scripture. 

4. Its spirit. Hopeful on the ground of fulfilled promise; humble on account of unworthiness. 

5. Its language. Beautiful and scriptural. 

6. Its purpose. That God would fulfil the remainder of his promise. That God would regard and honour the temple, by watching over its interests, dwelling in its courts, answering prayers and pardoning sins. "Hear thou to thy dwelling-place in heaven"—a pregnant expression for, hear the prayer which ascends or is sent to thy dwelling place, to heaven. The last words, "hear and forgive," are to be left in their generality, and not to be limited by any complement. Forgiveness of sins alone can remove the curse which transgression draws after it" [Keil].

HOMILETICS

JUSTICE EXECUTED.—2Ch 
The first specific case of petition is doubtful. A man has sustained injury and charges a suspected person, though not able to prove the fact. Petition that false oath may not be taken; but that the innocent may be discovered, and the guilty punished. 

I. The injury charged. A "trespass against his neighbour." If goods or money to be kept be lost; cattle to have died, driven away, or injured (Exo ); if any one over-reached another (Lev 4:21-25), be suspected of theft, fraud, and wilful damage, he might be sued at law to make oath of integrity. 

II. The solemn appeal made. Punishment could only be made after discovery of guilty person. 

1. An oath was made by accused. Witnesses could not be found. Dispute or difference to be settled by oath of accused. Hence party brought before the altar to swear in all due solemnity. 

2. God appealed to. "Hear thou from heaven." Many false oaths might be taken and guilty escape, who then could justify the innocent? God above sees all, hears all, and never errs. This appeal accords with our instinct of justice and revelations of Scripture. "The works of his hands are verity and judgment."

NATIONAL DISASTER.—2Ch 
Worsted by enemy making inroads upon them, defeating them as predicted (Lev ; Deu 28:15-25). 

I. Sin is the cause of national reverses. "Because they have sinned against thee." Forgetting, forsaking, denying God, creating displeasure by neglecting his worship and becoming idolatrous. 

II. Forsaking sin may ward off national reverses. Judgments bring to penitence, and those that slight God often solicit his mercy. "In their affliction they will seek me early." 

1. With earnest prayer. "Pray and make supplication." Afflictions remind of neglected duties, and kill corruptions bred by prosperity. 

2. With humble confession. "And confess thy name." This opposed to forgetting, extenuating, or denying sins. They must be acknowledged, not in cold, formal expression; but with deep, humble, and sincere penitence. 

3. With practical amendment. "Shall turn again to thee." There is utter renunciation, abandonment. The wicked man "forsakes his way." Then comes mercy, restoration, and new life. "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper; but whoso confesseth them and forsaketh them shall have mercy."

PERILS TO AGRICULTURE.—2Ch 
Various plagues dangerous to growing crops. Grain blasted, cities besieged, and sickness of every kind upon transgressors themselves. Hence we have—

I. A rebuke to rationalism in natural evils. Mildew and caterpillars, with their terrible ravages, traceable by modern science to natural causes. But who originated the causes, laws, or conditions? All meteorological phenomena, all providential dispensations ascribed to God and under his control. This the only adequate and satisfactory reply to the question, "Is there not a cause?" The heavens are store-rooms to shut up or open at God's pleasure. He commands locusts to devour, and smites the land with pestilence (2Ch ). In all afflictive events God speaks to cities and nations. "The Lord's voice crieth unto the city, and the man of wisdom shall see thy name." 

II. A moral design in the infliction of natural evils. "When thou hast taught them the good way." Sufferings to nations, as to individuals, disciplinary, sent to humble, correct, and restore to God. 

1. To requite justice. Retributions inevitable; nations corrupt and idolatrous cannot escape. God will not reverse his law. 

2. To lead to God. "That they may fear thee." God must be acknowledged, to believe in whom is not superstition. The progress of art and the applications of science must not thrust him out from events. God smites to deliver, that we may pray to him, stand in awe of his justice, and adore his goodness. 

III. A place for prayer in removing natural evils. This denied by many. Prayer may be necessary for man's highest culture. "But no good can come of giving it a delusive value, by claiming for it a power in physical nature," says Prof. Tyndall. We do not classify it with powers in physical nature. It is not a natural but a moral power, and may have influence over the will of One above nature, viz., "Nature's God." God's laws do not interfere with human will and human choice. The ordination of God leaves room for prayer. Prayer may be one of the laws of the universe as certain in its sphere as the laws of heat or of gravitation in their peculiar realms. Neither history, scripture, nor experience forbid us to pray in times of national distress. "Hear thou in heaven thy dwelling-place, &c."

"More things are wrought by prayer

Than the world dreams of" [Tennyson].

PRAYER FOR THE STRANGER.—2Ch 
Prayers in the temple to be answered in such a striking manner that unbelievers were to see proof of Jehovah's mercy. Probably many resident foreigners amongst the Jews. The number would increase by the attractions of Solomon's reign. This prayer indicates growing liberality to those "not of the people of Israel." 

I. The benevolence of O.T. spirit. This prayer larger and more comprehensive than that for the Israelites, a proof of benevolent and public spirit. Kindness to strangers argued—

1. From Israel's own experience. Springing from humble origin; delivered from a strange land and great oppression, they were to love, pity, and relieve the stranger. Events in their history which might lead to feelings of rancour and revenge, such as in later periods brought upon them the stigma of being hostes humani generis, were the very ground on which the Mosaic law taught them benevolence to the wretched and defenceless of every nation. "The stranger that dwelleth with thee shall be unto thee even as one born among you, and thou shalt love him as thine own self. For ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. I am the Lord" (Lev ). 

2. From the known character of Israel's God. For special purposes in the interests of humanity the covenant God of Israel. Yet no mere local, national divinity. "The Lord your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords." "He loveth the stranger." Every nation teaches hospitality and kindness to strangers, not as a civil and social, but sacred duty. In a higher sense than Zeus, God is "the stranger's God." Homer's touching language almost the sentiment of scripture. "Love ye therefore the stranger: for the Lord loveth the stranger."

"Love's special care

Are strangers poor and friendless."

II. The catholicity of O.T. spirit. The spirit of the petition beyond Jewish exclusiveness. Often said Jewish religion taught that benevolence should be confined to the narrow circle of families, tribes, or the nation; while the Gospel expands into wider fields and sets forth a brotherhood, a "religion of humanity." But, says one, "Little as we may have heeded the fact, yet certain it is, that expressions of the most expansive philanthropy echoed in the anthems of the Jewish temple." In the Pentateuch and in the Psalms the feelings often overleap the ritual and challenge all nations to partake of Jewish privileges. A striking contrast to exclusiveness of after times, when Samaritans were indignantly excluded from sharing in the rebuilding of the temple (Eze ); and when Jews persecuted Paul for speaking of his mission to the strangers for whom Solomon prayed (Act 22:22). 

III. The prophetic element of O.T. spirit. Great anticipations expressed in the prayer. 

1. When strangers would be led to believe in God. They would hear of the marvellous deeds of Jehovah for his people, be drawn to the temple, worship and join in the devotions of the chosen people. "When he shall come and pray toward this house." 

2. When strangers would enjoy equal rights with the Jews. In religious matters, when all surrounding nations were exclusive, Israel were commanded to admit strangers to equal privileges, in the offerings of the tabernacle (Num ); and at the solemn reading of the law once in seven years (Deu 31:12). In the spirit of this law Solomon anticipates, if not predicts, the time when from the remotest nations strangers shall come to pray and hope for acceptance before God on equal conditions with His people, without becoming citizens of the Jewish state, without submission to civil law or Mosaic ritual. "And fear thee, as doth thy people Israel." "O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Heaven shut up. 

1. All things controlled by God. Atheism, Pantheism, and Materialism, all philosophy which sees nothing but law, nothing distinct from and above matter, reproved. 

2. All things controlled by God in the interests of men. "All things work together," work in harmony, and subserve the ends for which they were made for the good of his people. 

3. These interests are secured by prayer and submission to God. Not by science, education, or human industry without God. A regular system of agency connects results with the sovereign will of God. An unbroken link between the natural and moral world, between the conduct of men and the conditions of nature. The principle of mediation seen in all departments of God's government. "I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth; and the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil, and they shall hear Jezreel."

2Ch ; 2Ch 27:1. The path forsaken. "The good way." Good in itself, end, and consequences to travellers. 

2. The method of return to it. Discovery of wandering, confession of sin, and return to God. "Confess thy name, and turn from sin." 

3. The cause of this return. "When thou dost afflict them." Some like metals, which nothing but fierce fire can purify (Mal ). Severe corrections reclaim. Manasseh (2Ch 33:12-13), Nebuchadnezzar (Dan 4:34-37). "Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now have I kept thy word." "The order of Solomon's prayer is very observable here. First and chiefly, he prays for their repentance and forgiveness, which is the chief blessing and the only foundation of all other mercies, and then he prays for temporal mercies, thereby teaching us what to desire principally in our prayers, which also Christ hath taught us in his perfect prayer, wherein there is but one petition for outward, and all the rest are for spiritual blessings" [Benson].

2Ch . Heart Disease. Special instances not given. Grievances innumerable. "Every man the plague of his own heart" (1Ki 8:38). 

1. The diagnosis of the disease. The heart the seat of sin; fountain from which issue sinful thoughts, words, and actions; "deceitful above all things," restless and dissatisfied. "Who can know it?" Many acknowledge it; few really feel, discover, and confess it. 

2. The cure of the disease by the great Physician. Incurable by man. "Canst thou not minister to a mind diseased?" When we enter the sanctuary, lament and seek deliverance, the sore will be healed. Bodily sufferings may be endured, but remorse of conscience, convictions of sin, wound of spirit, God alone can remove. "The spirit of man will sustain his infirmity, but a wounded spirit who can bear?" 

1. God's omniscience discerns. "Thou only knowest the hearts of the children of men." 

2. God's justice rectifies. "Render unto every man according to his ways." 

3. God's mercy encourages. "Hear thou and forgive."

2Ch . The stranger. 

1. The attractive force of God's house. Not beauty of architecture or furniture, not members nor ritual, but God's presence revealed to devout worshippers. 

2. The wonderful provision made for those who come. Prayer and praise, the reading and exposition of Scripture. Every ordinance helpful and needful. "I will abundantly (surely) bless her provision, and satisfy her poor with bread" (Psa ). 

3. The missionary spirit in which we should return. What we hear of God should be told to others. His mighty deeds should be proclaimed to all nations. "That all people of the earth may know thy name and fear thee."

HOMILETICS

DIVINE COMMISSION IN WAR.—2Ch 
Israel not permitted to war for self-gratification, unlawful or ambitious ends; only in just cause, and by divine warrant. "Thou shalt send them." 

I. Israel engaged in wars for God may be delivered into the power of the enemy. Commission alone would not preserve from sin, might lead to pride and self-reliance. Then foreign armies would enter the land, take them captives, and lead them into countries far away. God may send us, but through apostasy may withdraw and leave us to war alone. 

II. Earnest prayer would restore them to liberty. Captivity would lead to reflection, repentance, and prayer. 

1. Prayer offered in great distress. "Carried captives," "in the land of their enemies," &c. "Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he saved them out of their distresses." 

2. Prayer offered in deep reflection. "Bethink themselves." Consider their ways, and reflect on the cause of their distress. Men thoughtless, and receive no correction from affliction. "In the day of adversity consider." 

3. Prayer offered with humble confession. "We have sinned, we have done amiss." Confession should be full and free. Forgiveness only promised upon confession. "I said I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin." 

4. Prayer offered with earnest spirit. "With all their heart and all their soul." With understanding, affections, and will; without delay, with zealous and undivided hearts. "With my whole heart have I sought thee." 

5. Prayer offered in given direction. "Toward the city chosen, and toward the house." Thus originated the favourite custom of ancient and modern Jews of turning towards Jerusalem in devotions. Prayer should ever be upwards, direct to the presence of God. Not to man, not without aim, but straight as an arrow to its centre. Not at random, but with orderly words and definite purpose. "In the morning will I direct (set in order as wood upon the altar, and shew-bread upon the table) my prayer unto thee, and will look up" (Psa ). Only by this kind of prayer could they be delivered. Continuance in sin would increase their misery, prolong their captivity, and add to their griefs. By repenting and turning to God, restoration and peace would follow. "I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places whither I have driven you, saith the Lord; and I will bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive."

THE ARK AND THE RESTING-PLACE.—2Ch 
These words not found in Kings. There seems to be a return to the third great petition in expressions borrowed from the Psalms, and from the ancient song in the Wilderness (cf. Num ). 

I. The ark the symbol of divine strength. The sign and pledge of power exerted on behalf of his people; the symbol of his glory (cf. Psa ); for when the ark was taken "the glory" was departed. God's presence to awe, help, and overcome. "For the ark was not a dead ghost, but really showed that God was nigh to his church" [Calvin]. God present now in his word—"the rod of his strength" out of Zion, the centre of government from whence the word to overcome ignorance, prejudice, and opposition; to subdue rebels and win to Christ. 

II. An earnest prayer to locate this divine strength. "Arise, O Lord, into thy rest." God desires an abode, a resting-place with men; should not be absent, nor driven away. Power everywhere displayed; but power of divine truth concentrated in God's house and in spiritual worship. Here should be "the resting-place," the fixed, permanent habitation of God. In the Christian Church and in human hearts the power of God should be felt and displayed. For this we should pray. Without God the ark even of no avail. "Thou and the ark." 

III. When this divine strength is exhibited in localities great blessings result. Miraculous deeds and brilliant victories distinguished the Jews when God was with them; so now revivals and abundant signs of divine presence. "The name of the city from that day shall be, the Lord is there." 

1. In the full equipment of ministers. "Priests," all officials "clothed with salvation." Not merely adorned with outward garments of sacerdotal beauty, but with spiritual gifts, righteous character and life, acceptable in persons and services before God and the people. 

2. In the exultant joy of saints. "Let thy saints rejoice in goodness." Joy pure and holy, springing from God's presence and successful work. Not that trivial, fleeting, superficial thing which often bears the name; runs out in noise like the crackling of thorns. But serious, solid feeling which fills the soul as God fills the universe; satisfactory, inspiriting, and exultant. "And her saints shall shout aloud for joy."

THE MERCIES OF DAVID.—2Ch 
I. Remembrance most sacred. "Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David" (Psa ). God is holy, infinitely above falsehood and deceit. To break his promise would profane his essential attribute. "He demands, on the part of his people, truth and fidelity towards himself, only on the ground of his own truth and fidelity towards them" [Hengstenberg]. 

II. Remembrance most unalterable. The unfaithfulness of man cannot alter the faithfulness of God. "My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips." "The sure mercies of David." 

III. Remembrance most powerful. For David's sake God raised up Solomon and spared then kings of Judah. For the sake of David's greater Son and seed he will bless the world. Blessings shall abound on earth, the influence of his covenant shall last to the end of time. "His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Sin. 

1. A description of human nature. "No man which sinneth not." 

2. A moral difficulty between God and man. "Thou be angry with them." 

3. A cause of great trouble in man's experience. 

4. A bitter experience in man's history. Sin in the universality of its existence, in the moral consciousness of men, in its prejudicial influence to human interests. Pray toward the land.

1. Conditions of its enjoyment. 

2. Cause of its loss. 

3. Method of its restoration. Hear and forgive. 

1. Forgiveness the great need of man. No happiness and rest, no heaven and fellowship with God without. 

2. Forgiveness the prerogative of God alone. Nature, conscience, and law know nothing of forgiveness. 

3. Forgiveness bestowed through prayer and confession of sin. This answers God's character and man's need, upholds moral order, and argues infinite risk in refusing to seek it in Christ. "In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins."

2Ch . Maintain their cause. The rights, interests, and cause of God's people at stake. Require defending, clearing up, and preserving. 

2. This only done by God's help. Human swords and hands grow weak and get broken. Standard-bearers faint and die. Impossible for holiest and mightiest to equal God's "mighty hand and stretched out arm." "With me," said Luther, "moral effort is an alternation of rising and sinking, of advancing and retreating." 

3. This help must be enlisted by prayer. "Hear and maintain." Prayer and contest combined. The bravest commanders men of prayer. Prayer a means of divine fellowship and training, imparts strength, courage, and victory in conflict.

"In all thou dost, first let thy prayers ascend,

And to the gods thy labours first commend;

From them implore success, and hope a prosperous end" [W. Fleming].

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 6

2Ch . Wishing and willing. To wish and to will are very different things. There are a thousand men who wish, where there is one man that wills. Wishing is but a faint state of desire. Willing is a state of the reason, and of the affections, and of the will in activity, to secure what one desires. A man may wish and yet reject all the steps and instruments by which that wish can be carried into effect. No man wills until he has not only made up his mind to have the end, but to have all the steps intermediately by which that end is to be secured [Beecher].

2Ch . The greatness of God. Will he indeed, whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain, take up his abode with men? What heart among us but glows with gratitude and love at these joyful tidings! Let us, at the head of our several families in a transport of devout affection, welcome this kind and generous Guest into our houses. Let us give him the entertainment he demands, even that of a cordial love and obedience. Let us present him the sacrifices he requires, even those of daily prayer and praise. And let us tremble at the thought of so demeaning ourselves in the habitations he has thus honoured, as ever to provoke him to depart thence [S. Stennett].

Solomon's Prayer. He prayed for wisdom at the outset, and he has verified the answer to prayer by the wonderful structure he put up. But the blessing did not end in architectural skill; that great proof of the blessing given to Solomon is to be found in the prayer which he prayed at the dedication of the temple. No man could have prayed that prayer without help. This we should have said about it in all honesty if we had found it in Sanscrit; if we had exhumed it out of Indian libraries, it would have been due to the author to have said, "You never dreamed that dream; it was a vision of God." Read the prayer from beginning to end, and say if this be not so. How majestic in conception! how beauteously eloquent in expression! how wise, how tender, how patriotic, how philanthropic! How it grows and swells, and abounds in all elements of spiritual sympathy! Probably there is no such prayer in all literary records. If ever that prayer be excelled it will be by the Son of God alone, and his excelling of it will be by contrast rather than by comparison [Dr. Parker].

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-22
CRITICAL NOTES.] This chapter, parallel with 1Ki ; 1Ki 9:9, records acceptance of consecrated temple by fire (2Ch 7:1-10); and answer given by the Lord to Solomon (2Ch 7:11-22).

2Ch .—Acceptance of temple by fire. This not mentioned in Kings, which creates difficulty. "What it is important to bear in mind is—

1. That omissions are not contradictions; and 

2. That they occur constantly in all historical writers, and are frequently quite unaccountable" [Speak. Com.]. Fire as in tabernacle (Lev ); glory, chapter 2Ch 5:13-14. 2Ch 7:3. Bowed in adoration and reverence. 2Ch 7:4. All people did not offer, but gave them to be offered on altar. Sacrifices enormous and difficult to realise. 2Ch 7:6. Waited in their stations to receive, kill sacrifices, &c. Instruments, cymbals, harps, and psalteries (1Ch 15:16; compare chap. 2Ch 5:12). 2Ch 7:7. Middle court on account of blood of sacrifices and burning of fat. 2Ch 7:8. Feast, not feast of dedication only, but feast of tabernacles also (Lev 23:34). Hamath to river Sihor, which separated Egypt from Palestine. "The territory of Israel, according to its whole extent from north to south" (2Ch 7:8) [Keil]. 2Ch 7:9. Solemn assembly closed the festival. Kept dedication seven days and feast of tabernacle next seven days (1Ki 8:65). Festival closed on 22nd of the month, on 23rd people sent home rejoicing.

2Ch .—God's answer to Solomon's prayer. "The narrative now runs parallel with 1Ki 9:1-9, but is fuller and presents less of verbal agreement. 2Ch 7:13-15 are additional to the earlier record" [Speak. Com.]. King's house, i.e., his own palace (cf. 1Ki 7:1-12). 2Ch 7:12-22. Explicit answer to Solomon. Appeared as at Gibeon (1Ki 3:5; 1Ki 9:2). 2Ch 7:13. If, &c., answer to third petition (2Ch 6:26). 2Ch 7:14 recalls chief points in Solomon's prayer. 2Ch 7:15. Attent, promise accords with very words of petition (cf. 2Ch 6:40). Prayer of this place (marg.) "chosen to include the two cases of prayers offered in (2Ch 6:24) and towards (2Ch 6:34-38) the sanctuary" [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 7:16. Sanctified. "Here additions to 1 Kings 9, end and remainder of chapter adds nothing to the earlier record." 2Ch 7:17. Walk refers to first petition; conditions which Solomon failed to meet. 2Ch 7:19. The other alternative put before Solomon. 2Ch 7:21. This house high, conspicuous in glory. Astonishment in ruin. 2Ch 7:22. All this the fearful consequences of apostasy (cf. Ezekiel's wailing over the city and temple, Eze 14:23; 2Ch 36:17-20).

HOMILETICS

THE FIRE AND THE GLORY.—2Ch 
Two elements prominent in O.T. symbolism which made the dedication solemn, impressive, and real. 

I. As confirmation of acceptance. Sacrifice accompanied every act of worship. Miraculous fire a sign of acceptance, as Moses (Lev ), Gideon (Jud 6:21), David (1Ch 21:26), Elijah (1Ki 18:38). Generally to accept burnt sacrifice in Hebrew was to turn to ashes. "Remember all thy offerings, and accept (turn to ashes or make fat) thy burnt sacrifice" (Psa 20:3). The surest evidence of acceptance in prayer is the descent of the holy fire upon us. This fills the heart with reverence and awe, as the glory filled the temple. This leads to humble submission to divine authority, and a true sense of unworthiness. "They bowed themselves," with profound reverence and humility. 

II. As symbols of spiritual truths. The fire indicative of God's nature. "Our God is a consuming fire," terrible in Zion, before whom sinners have reason to fear. But God consumed the sacrifices, not the offerers; turned away his anger, and showed mercy in their acceptance. Christ a great sacrifice for sin, through whom Holy Spirit given to apply the word, consume sin, and convert the soul. The glory fills earthly temples, when his presence dwells in the sanctuary, and the heart is made a living temple—when Israelites rise from their prostrate attitude, regain their confidence, and offer themselves as sacrifices upon the altar of God—when hearts are tuned, and songs abound to God. "For he is good, and his mercy endureth for ever."

THE DEDICATED TEMPLE.—2Ch 
Dean Milman's description most truthful and graphic ("History of the Jews," vol. i., pp. 315-318). Here two glances at the scene, showing its outward grandeur and inward importance. 

I. The eternal grandeur of the event. The vast assembly, "all Israel" present. The enormous sacrifices, on a scale suitable to the extraordinary occasion, requiring the open court, in which the assembly only could take part. The preparation and offering of burnt offerings and peace offerings in festive joy. All—king, priests, and people—performing their part. The fall of the sacred fire, and the dazzling glory of the cloud resting on and then entering into the courts. The music and the oft-recurring chorus (Psalms 136). The awe-struck priests and the nation on their knees would be an impressive sight. But notice—

II. The moral significance of the event. This ceremonial was not commanded by the law, but the expression of devout sentiment and reverence in the people. The symbolic presence led the innumerable multitudes to prostrate themselves on the ground, the instinctive and natural expression of loving reverence. The prostrate person and the bended knee tokens of humility, unreserved surrender, and dutiful obedience. "O come, let us worship and bow down. Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker." The consuming fire fills with dread. "Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire?" Judgments alarm, glory without mercy leads to despair, but God accepts the sacrifice, and spares the offerer. "Which was the greater, the external magnificence or the moral sublimity of the scene?'" asks Milman. "Was it the temple situated on its commanding eminence, with all its courts, the dazzling splendour of its materials, the innumerable multitudes, the priests in their gorgeous attire, the king with all the insignia of royalty on his throne of burnished brass, the music, the radiant cloud filling the temple, the sudden fire flashing upon the altar, the whole nation upon their knees? Was it not rather the religious grandeur of the hymns and of the prayer; the exalted and rational views of the Divine Nature; the union of a whole people in the adoration of the one Great. Incomprehensible, Almighty, Everlasting Creator?"

SOLOMON'S SACRIFICES.—2Ch 
I. Sacrifice in its symbolic meaning. Refined nations of modern times esteem animal sacrifices a cruel and uncultured mode of expressing religious sentiments. But remembering the genius, habits, and moral instincts of ancient nations, and the special circumstances of the Jewish people, we see their fitness and propriety. Use of letters unknown, signs and symbols needful and beneficial. God instructs, helps, and encourages in this rite. Its value, therefore, partly actual, and partly typical, but in all respects derived from the one true sacrifice typified. 

II. Sacrifice a form of true religion. Opposed to heathen will-worship in place, method, and in the invention of costly and monstrous offerings. An evidence of obedience to God; a symbol of self-dedication, and an expression of thanksgiving. Some form of sacrifice always required in religion. He who offers nothing accounted irreligious (Ecc , cf. Isa 43:23). We must not forget the higher affections of the heart in over-valuing the symbol, and turn our offerings into an opus operatum. "For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings." 

III. Sacrifice a method of national festivity. Festivals held in all ancient nations. Sacrificial meals common and under special direction in Israel. Sometimes in private houses, other times in the temple. Held weekly, monthly, and yearly. These methods not only commemorations of great national events, but occasions for reunion of friends, enjoyment of hospitality, and interchange of sentiment. Families would be filled with joy. Strangers, fatherless and widows received with religious warmth. The nation bound in unity, commerce, and brotherhood.

NATIONAL REJOICING.—2Ch 
The time of dedication immediately before the feast of tabernacles. The festival prolonged, and afforded opportunity for large number of peace offerings, which were the means of national enjoyment. 

I. Joy in its purest sources. 

1. In Divine works. "Solomon finished the house." Joy from contemplation of the order, beauty, splendour, and completion of temple. Its vast extent, manifold adaptations, practical use, and symbolic teaching. "I will triumph in the works of Thy hands." 

2. In the Divine presence. Infinite and supreme, yet will dwell with man! In the vision and service of God we find the bliss of heaven. "We joy in God." 

3. In acceptance in the Divine presence. God with man, not to judge, condemn, and destroy. "We shall surely die, because we have seen God," was the impression of Manoah. A popular belief that the revelation of God's terrible majesty would cause death, not joy. But the acceptance of the offerings a pledge of gracious disposition (Jud ). The cloud and the fire at dedication of temple tokens of condescension and mercy. 

II. Joy in its vast extent. 

1. In all classes. Universal joy. King, priests, and people partook of it. "All Israel with him, a very great congregation" (2Ch ). 

2. In all places. In the palace of the king, and the tents of the people. In the temple of Jehovah, and the homes of the land, "from the entering in of Hamath unto the river of Egypt," the usual and known bounds, the utmost length of the land. "He sent the people away into their tents, glad and merry in heart," thanking God for his goodness to David, to Solomon, a wise and religious son, and "to Israel his people." In this spirit we should go home from God's house; rejoice in the grace, advancement, and enthronement of the Redeemer, and in the sanctification and spiritual welfare of all believers.

GOD'S ANSWERS TO SOLOMON'S PRAYER.—2Ch 
Acceptance of prayer seen in fire from heaven, and second appearance by night. 

I. Answers to special prayers. Solomon not aimless and indefinite, but specific. To prayer suggested by Holy Spirit, and offered according to God's will, answers are definite and explicit. 2Ch contain answer to third petition, 2Ch 7:16 to second, and 2Ch 7:17-22 to first. 

II. Answers exceeding the prayer itself. Solomon desired that God's eyes might be directed to the temple continually (ch. 2Ch ). The answer is, "Not mine eyes only, but mine eyes and mine heart." Not only to Solomon's, but to prayer made toward that place in future from any person; not to the thoughts merely, but in the very words of the petitioner. We are straitened in ourselves, not in God, "who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think." 

III. Answers conditionally promised. Suspended on conduct. This a test of faith, a motive to obedience, and a rule of discipline. "If ye walk in my statutes … then I will give you, &c. But if ye will not hearken unto me … I will set my face against you" (Lev ).

SOLEMN WARNINGS.—2Ch 
"The record of this second vision, in which were rehearsed the conditions of God's covenant with Solomon, and the consequences of breaking them, is inserted as a proper introduction to the narrative about to be given of the king's commercial enterprises, and ambitious desire for worldly glory. For this king, by encouraging an influx of foreign people, and a taste for foreign luxuries, rapidly corrupted his own mind and those of his subjects, that they turned from following God, they and their children" [Jamieson]. 

I. God's goodness in warning before punishment. God not revengeful and unjust. Judgment strange to Him. He gives space for repentance, opportunity to avoid danger; thus declares reluctance to punish, and goodness to warn. Longsuffering of God signally displayed. "Because sentence is not executed speedily," men should not resolve on sinful courses, and run to ruin. 

II. Disobedience to warning exposes to punishment. Sentence is gone forth, judgment only suspended, and seems to loiter, hence the sinner thinks there is chance of escape. "I shall have peace, though I walk in the way of my own heart." But warnings unheeded, calls neglected, hasten the stroke, and render the judgments heavier. Abuse of mercy only ripens for judgment. "He that, being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy." 

III. Punishment which follows abused warning is merited and most severe. A limit to discipline and patience. The time ends and the day of retribution comes. Ruin often sudden and without remedy. 

1. The temple cursed. The house conspicuous for its sanctity, glory and usefulness, would become a desolation, a byword, and disgrace. 

2. The nation cursed. "Plucked up," carried away, and exposed to mockery, insult, and despair in a foreign land. The temple of God no protection to those who forsake him. Their sins will be read in the judgments they suffer. Seek to be a monument of grace, not of judgment.

"Heaven gives the needful but neglected call.

What day, what hour, but knocks at human hearts,

To wake the soul to a sense of future scenes" [Young].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch ; 2Ch 7:15-16. The Consecrated House. Solomon builder, God consecrated, sanctified it. 

1. By the symbolic cloud and sacred fire. 

2. By his special care. "My eyes shall be open, &c." (2Ch ). 

3. By his constant affection. "Mine heart shall be there perpetually."

2Ch . The sum, the greatness, and the completion of Solomon's works—sacred, voluntary, and successful works. "The house of the Lord was seven years in building. But the court, the pillars, and all the external and internal fittings began to be constructed probably after the building was finished. The builders who were released from the work of the Lord's house were free to betake themselves to the erection of the royal palace and other public buildings. At the end of thirteen years (1Ki 7:1) the temple finishings and requisites were all completed, and everything was ready for the consecration" [Murphy].

"In the early days of art,

Builders wrought with greatest care,

Each minute and unseen part;

For the gods see everywhere.

"Let us do our work as well,

Both the unseen and the seen;

Make the house, where God may dwell,

Beautiful, entire, and clean"

[Longfellow].

2Ch . An house of sacrifice. 

1. In contrast with the synagogue, in which no sacrifice. 

2. Descriptive of worship of O.T. with its symbolic rites, social feasts, and moral teaching. "This expression does not elsewhere occur. Its meaning, however, is clear. God declares that Solomon's temple is the place which he had promised to ‘choose' from among the tribes of Israel, whereto all Israelites were commanded to bring their burnt offerings and sacrifices" (see Deu ) [Speak. Com.]. The Lord appeared. This vision presents a remarkable contrast with that recorded (1Ki 6:11-13) while the temple was in building. Then all was promise and encouragement; now, not only is warning mingled with promise, but as in Solomon's own prayer, the sadder alternative seems in prophetic anticipation to overpower the brighter. In this there is (as often remarked) a striking exemplification of the austere and lofty candour of the inspired narrative, sternly contradicting that natural hopefulness in the hour of unexampled prosperity, which would have shrunk from even entertaining the idea that the blessing of God on the temple should be frustrated, and the glory of Israel pass away [Ellicott, O.T. Com.].

2Ch . Biblical Anthropomorphism. Human organs. The eyes and ears of God. This language is used for two purposes. I. To express His cognisance of man. He knows us. 

1. Directly. 

2. Thoroughly. II. To express His interest in man. 

1. In the various capacities of enjoyment with which He has endowed us, and the provision He made for them. 

2. In the preservation of our existence, notwithstanding our sinfulness. 

3. In our redemption by Christ Jesus. Conclusion: Thou God seest me, we unite with the blessed fact, "Thou God lovest me" [Bib. Mus.]. My name there for ever. God's gifts are "without repentance." When he puts his name in the temple he does it, in intention, for ever. He will not arbitrarily withdraw it after so many years, or so many centuries. Once placed there, it will remain there for ever, so far as God is concerned. But the people may by unfaithfulness drive it away [Speak. Com.].

2Ch . Turn away. 

1. Possibility of wrong course. "If ye turn away." 

2. Rapid progress when this course is adopted. "Forsake my statutes," easily understood and profitable to them, "set before you." Wholly forsake God for idols, then—

3. Fearful consequences. Entire deflection would cut Israel off from the land. "This whole passage stands out in bold relief, when illuminated by the light of history" [Murphy].

2Ch . Plucked up. 

1. The soil in which they were planted, chosen and prepared by the Great Husbandman. 

2. The source of their growth and fruit. "From me is thy fruit found." 

3. The danger to which they were exposed. "Plucked up." No growth independent of God. Plants require rain, light, and warmth. We can only live as we live and are rooted in God. "There would be men who are twice dead, plucked up by the roots, and the roots are only fit for burning. We do not know what God's burning means. Let us take care how we exclude the penal element from our theology and from our contemplation of the future" [Dr. Parker]. Learn—

1. The evil of apostasy. 

2. The reality of God's government. 

3. The terrible effects of Divine displeasure.

2Ch . Why thus? A Problem. 

1. The actual fact in history, that the Jews, the anciently favoured people of God, found to this day a byword and a proverb. 

2. The question is, why hath the Lord done this? Has God changed his purpose, or been unfaithful to his word? The problem solved by the conduct of the people who forsook God and rejected the Saviour. "It is notable, that in its reference to the two parts of the promise of David there is a subtle and instructive distinction. As for the temple now just built in fulfilment of that promise, it is declared without reserve that in the case of unfaithfulness in Israel, it shall be utterly destroyed, and become an astonishment and a proverb of reproach before the world. But, in respect of the promise of the perpetuity of David's kingdom, the true Messianic prediction, which struck the key-note of all future prophecies, it is only said that Israel shall be ‘cut off from the land,' and so ‘become a proverb and a byword' in captivity. Nothing is said to contradict the original declaration that even in case of sin the mercy of God would chastise and not forsake the house of David (2Sa ; Psa 78:30-37). So again and again in prophecy captivity is denounced as a penalty of Israel's sin, but the hope of restoration is always held out, and thus the belief in God's unchanging promise remains unshaken. The true idea is strikingly illustrated by the prophet Amos (2Ch 9:9-11): I will sift the house of Israel among all nations.… Yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth.… I will raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, &c." [Ellicott, O.T. Com.].

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 7

2Ch . Sacrifices. Profusion the usual feature of ancient sacrifices: 300 oxen formed a common sacrifice at Athens. But all sacrifices offered by men to God are inadequate. "Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering." "Jehovah being so much greater than man, how can any sacrificial rites be worthy of Him?" [Cheyne.] "What real propitiation could be effected, though the whole region of Lebanon were made an altar, its pines and cedars piled up on it for firing, and its thousands of beasts offered as victims? Very different was the offering which was to procure man's redemption" [Kay]. That offering which alone avails before God is the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, a sacrifice of infinite value because He is God. All our offerings, our acts of worship, our self-denial, our good deeds cannot in themselves avail with God. But they are accepted when offered upon "the altar which sanctifieth the gift," the altar of Christ's merits.

2Ch . Feasts. All bodily appetites should be attended to for purposes of relief, not gratification. The very moment we seek gratification in any organ or appetite of the body, we degrade our nature, and dishonour our Creator. Our happiness is not in the body, but in the soul; not without, but within; and ought never to be sought for as an end, it comes only in self-consecration to duty and to God [Dr. Thomas]. If I see a dish to please my appetite I see a serpent in that apple, and will please myself in a wilful denial [Bishop Hall].

2Ch . Heard thy prayer. If I cared for nothing I would pray for nothing [Melancthon].

"That work which is begun well is half-done;

And without prayer no work is well begun" [Fanshawe].

2Ch . Turn away. Those who forsake God to return to the world, do it because they find more gratification in earthly pleasures than in those arising from communion with God; and because this overpowering charm, carrying them away, causes them to relinquish their first choice, and renders them, as Tertullian says, the penitents of the devil [Blaise Pascal]. "God never leaves any till they first leave Him."

2Ch . Why? Nothing but grace can teach us to make a right use of others' judgments [Bishop Hall].

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-18
CRITICAL NOTES.] Solomon's buildings (2Ch ); the tributaries (2Ch 8:7-11); the festival worship (2Ch 8:12-16); and the fleet of Solomon (2Ch 8:17-18) (1Ki 9:10-28).

Solomon's buildings.—2Ch . Twenty years (cf. 1Ki 6:38; 1Ki 7:1; 1Ki 9:10). Cities north-west of Galilee, the occupation of which was granted to Huram, who seems, after consideration, to have refused them as unsuitable to the commercial habits of his people and returned them to Solomon, who built (Heb. repaired) and filled them with a colony of Hebrews. Ham., a territory bordering on Zobah, identified in Jewish tradition with Helbon (Aleppo). Tadmor, the famous Palmyra (palm city), which became capital of a province (sent 80,000 men to join the Assyrian army), the splendid ruins of which remain to this day (a wall 11 miles in circumference). Store cities for provisions, situated on great trade roads to relieve travellers and beasts of burden. 2Ch 8:5. Beth-horons, two cities in Ephraim, very ancient (Jos 16:3-5; 1Ki 9:27; 1Ch 7:24). 2Ch 8:6. Baal. belonged to Dan (1Ki 9:18-19).

Solomon's tributaries.—2Ch . Left, descendants of Canaanites in the country treated as war-prisoners, employed in vast building operations, and had to pay tribute. 2Ch 8:9. Sons of Israelites not serfs, but soldiers and officers. 2Ch 8:10. Chiefs of Israelites only given, 250 in number. 2Ch 8:11. Daughter, writer assumes points of narrative in 1Ki 3:1; 1Ki 3:7-8, and further assigns motive for change of residence. Holy, sanctified by presence of the ark, and as she was an idolator, therefore could not permanently dwell in the city.

Solomon's regulations of worship.—2Ch . An expansion and amplification of 1Ki 9:23. They add several important particulars. No departure from the ordinances established by Divine authority by Moses or David in offering of sacrifices—arrangements of priests and Levites (1Ch 24:26)—and in provision and management of all sacred things. 2Ch 8:16. This verse sums up in brief the whole previous narrative on the subject of the temple, which began with ch. 2. Solomon's work "unto the day of foundation" was the subject of that chapter; his work subsequently has been related in chapters 3-8. [Speak. Com.].

Solomon's fleet and gold.—2Ch . Eloth (Elath) Œland of Greeks, north-east of the Gulf of Akaba. "The writer of Kings tells us that the fleet of Solomon was built at Ezion-geber (the giant's backbone, Num 33:35-36), "which is beside Eloth" (1Ki 9:26); and Ebon-geber alone is mentioned as the place where Jehoshaphat built his ships (2Ch 20:36). Solomon, it appears by the present passage, visited both ports before determining at which he should establish his docks [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 8:18. Solomon made his navy by receiving ships as models, materials for building, carpenters, and seamen from Huram, who probably had ships lying in the ports of the Red Sea. His own servants went with the Phœnicians on the voyage. Ophir, son of Jokton (Gen 10:29), gave name to the land of Ophir, which was at least originally in the south of Arabia, though some look for it in India or Ceylon. The 450 talents of gold (in Kings, 420) may have been the result of many voyages to this land [Murphy].

HOMILETICS

SOLOMON'S MILITARY ENTERPRISES.—2Ch 
Chiefly in acquiring cities rebuilt and taken from the enemy. Solomon not satisfied to build God's house, ambitious to gain cities and enlarge his kingdom. Lawful ambition desirable—all interested in the welfare of the Christian Church will scheme for the good of the country. 

I. Cities for stores (cf. 1Ki ). Centres, i.e., cities in which provisions for beasts, travellers, and troops (2Ch 32:28). Chiefly north, in Hamath (2Ch 8:4), and Naphtali (ch. 2Ch 16:4). Solomon prudent in action and kind in planning for the necessities of his people. 

II. Cities for colonisation. "Solomon built (rebuilt) them, and caused the children of Israel to dwell there" (2Ch ). Cities out of repair, quitted by population, or never occupied by Israelites. Anxious to locate trade, promote industry, and for all to dwell in right place. 

III. Cities for pleasure. "Cities for his chariots, and cities for his horsemen;" dwellings for pleasure as distinguished from fortresses and store-cities. "I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure." But pleasure is expensive, and demands costly sacrifices. "He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man." 

IV. Cities for defence. The cities of Bethhoron and Baalath were fortified. His kingdom exposed required defence. Surrounding enemies dangerous, especially in north; strong garrisons required, and a levy of men and money to support a gigantic military system. Hence danger from wars, taxation, and oppression. Suggested Lessons from Solomon's Military Enterprises.—

1. That those who attend to the spiritual will not neglect the temporal interests of a nation. Solomon built the temple, but patriotic enough to build cities. True religion ends not in ceremony, but in philanthropy. Those who build churches build hospitals. A libel to say that Christians who support missionary agencies neglect home. 

2. That amidst the temporal enterprises of a nation great risks exist. Fortified cities needful, but indicate evils to be checked; incursions, insurrections, and subjugation. Hence—

(1) Lessons of Prudence. Why "fenced cities with walls, gates, and bars?" "Silent witnesses against the honesty of the society in which we live. Every bolt upon the door is a moral accusation; every time we turn the lock we mean that there is an enemy outside who may endeavour to violate the sanctity of the house" [Dr. Parker]. 

(2) The Danger of Prosperity. "Commercial intercourse with foreign nations, the assimilation of the Israelitish monarchy to corresponding institutions of surrounding kingdoms, though indispensable to certain elements of the Church and State of Judea, yet was fraught with danger to a people whose chief safeguard had hitherto been their exclusiveness, and whose highest mission was to keep their faith and manners distinct from the contagion of the world around them. The gigantic experiment of Solomon, though partially and prospectively successful, yet in a greater part and for the moment failed. As he is the representative of the splendours of the monarchy, so is he also the type and cause of its ruin" [Stanley].

SOLOMON'S STATESMANSHIP.—2Ch 
Civil government a divine institution. Cannot exist without laws and adjustments. These require wisdom to express and enforce. The people have instinct to obey, but lack power to govern. Hence need of statesmen and rulers. Solomon a wise ruler. 

I. In the tributary services rendered by the people. 

1. Foreigners non-Israelites employed as serfs. Treated as prisoners of war, compelled to drudgery, hard labour, and to pay tribute (2Ch ). This a matter of policy and borrowed from Egyptian customs of employing lowest caste on public works. 

2. Native Jews employed in superior labour. "Not bondmen, but men of war, servants, princes, captains, rulers of chariots and of horsemen" (1Ki ). Positions of honour and influence. 

II. In the choice of officers to rule the people. Officers divided into two bodies. The lesser consisted of twelve chiefs corresponding to the twelve princes of the twelve tribes, who administered the kingdom under David. Hence their wisdom and experience would be profitable to direct. The larger body were officers chosen from Israelites to control task work, exacted from Canaanites. No way of accounting for discrepancies in number (cf. 1Ki ; 2Ch 2:18, and 2Ch 8:10 of this ch.) except by error of copyist, or to imagine with many, that 250 were on duty at once. Solomon desired the ablest men for the best work. Some fitted, born to rule, and others to serve. 

III. In the appointment of all classes of the people to their proper sphere. Work for all and every one at work for which best adapted. Some to labour, others to think and direct. Not great men to do small work and weak men to fail in responsible work. Canaanites and Israelites all useful. This law of adaptation essential to success in family circles, church government, and national legislation. "Thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and show them the way wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do."

SOLOMON'S MARRIAGE.—2Ch 
At beginning of his reign he married an Egyptian princess, assigned her a temporary abode in Jerusalem until a suitable place could be found. 

I. As a matter of worldly policy. A startling act, for since Exodus no intercourse between two countries. Sprang from desire to counteract influence of Hadad, who was received with royal honours and formed alliances with king of Egypt (1Ki ); from wish to obtain support for his new dynasty and recognition from one of older fame and greater power; from anxiety to strengthen himself by foreign alliances. Besides the new queen brought with her a frontier city as a dowry. Gezer still possessed by remnant of Canaanites. Pharaoh had led his armies against it, and tranquillity of Israel threatened. But this worldly policy. Many marriages for inferior motives. Better look to bonds that unite families and thrones to God. 

II. As a source of moral perplexity. What must be done with her? If she conformed with the Hebrew faith, yet as a foreigner she must dwell in a separate place, not near the ark, the symbol of Divine presence. The house of God, holy, must be free from personal and official pollution. This a matter of conscience to Solomon, who felt that God's presence sanctified all localities; that a broad distinction must be made between Judaism and heathenism, between idolatry and the worship of Jehovah. When this distinction is ignored and worldly policy adopted, men plunge into temptations and find it difficult to rectify errors by punctilious morality and zealous care about trifles. 

III. As the beginning of trouble. The policy advantageous at first, but ultimately proved hollow and impolitic. A revolution in Egypt changed its dynasty or its policy, and the court welcomed the fugitive Jeroboam in his efforts to secure kingly power. By seeking fresh alliances, giving way to lust for "strange women," Solomon involved in worship of strange gods, &c. The reign which began so gloriously ended in gross darkness and fetish worship.

SOLOMON'S RELIGIOUS SERVICE.—2Ch 
Solomon not only built the temple, but worshipped in it. What use a temple without worship? The duty of high and low to meet for worship. 

I. Remarkable for its conformity to Divine Law. "According to the command of Moses." God the supreme object and his revealed will the rule of worship. 

1. In its appointed seasons. Daily sacrifices. "A certain rate every day." "Every day will I bless thee." "On the sabbaths." Weekly sacrifices; monthly "on the new moons;" and yearly at the three solemn feasts. "Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the Lord thy God in the place which he shall choose." 

2. In its customary method. As Moses commanded and David observed (2Ch ), care should be taken to observe divine order, but custom should never fetter spirit. Daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly, we should be free, thankful, and devout. "The heart will observe its own order." 

II. Remarkable for its systematic arrangements. "Order is heaven's first law." 

1. Arrangements divinely appointed. Priests in their courses; Levites in their charges; porters at the gates, and persons to manage the treasures (cf. 1Ch ). 

2. Arrangements scrupulously observed. By every person and in every particular. "They departed not from the command of the king concerning any matter" (2Ch ). 

3. Arrangements completing the work. "So the house of the Lord was perfected." This the finishing touch to erection and consecration. Something incomplete without real worship, reverent order and self-surrender. Sacrifice the essence and result of worship. "I will freely sacrifice to thee."

"One act that from a thankful heart proceeds,

Excels ten thousand mercenary deeds" [Cowper].

SOLOMON'S GREATEST WORK.—2Ch 
This verse a brief summary, describing method and completion of Solomon's greatest work. Temple work was prepared, i.e., contemplated and fixed, before built and completed. 

I. It was wisely planned. Prudence displayed in collection and preparation of materials. The cost counted—

1. Suggesting wise forethought. Every part of an undertaking should be well considered and weighed. "Prepare thy work without and make it fit for thyself." 

2. Providing against failure. What wrecks in all departments of human labour through want of forethought and preparation! "This man began to build and was not able to finish." 

II. It was nicely furnished. Not half done, nor slovenly done. Finished in furniture, style, and ceremonies. Perfected in harmony with God's will. "A thing of beauty and a joy for ever." Choose your life's work. Collect materials and build for God. Begin well and in God's strength finish. Never be

"Like one who draws a model of a house,

Beyond his power to build it; who, half through,

Gives o'er, and leaves his part-created cost

A naked subject to the weeping clouds,

And waste for churlish winter's tyranny."

SOLOMON'S FLEET.—2Ch 
I. The method of its construction. Huram sent, supplied him, i.e., built him ships, viz., in docks at Eloth (cf. 1Ki ) [Jamieson]. Or Solomon made his fleet, by receiving model ships, materials, and carpenters from Huram. "The probability is either that the Tyrians maintained at this period a fleet in the Red Sea, or that Hiram's shipwrights constructed, at their master's expense, some ships on that sea, and then presented them to the Jewish monarch" [Speak. Com.]. 

II. The voyages it undertook. Solomon monarch and merchant. Egyptians might have been rivals in southern maritime traffic, but their religion and exclusive principles unfavourable to sea voyages. They probably abstained from sending their own people abroad for commerce. Solomon's fleet opened the Mediterranean, the Red Sea, and the Indian Ocean, the far east and the far west. The extraordinary influence of these voyages on their own and on all future times was remarkable [see Stanley's Jew. Ch., vol. ii., p. 155]. 

III. The cargo it brought. Articles of commerce most abundant; almug, ivory, aloes, cassia, cinnamon, apes and peacocks, strange plants and animals, fragrant woods and brilliant metals, silver and gold. "Gold of Ophir" the most famous in the world. Men more precious than gold; wisdom more precious "than the merchandise of silver." "I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir." 

IV. The sailors who manned it. Hebrews had none capable of performing distant expeditions; were only fishermen, whose boats coasted on the shores of the Mediterranean, or plied on inward lakes. Tyrians manned the navy of Solomon, who excelled in nautical science (cf. 1Ki ; 1Ki 9:27) "When we consider that in the case of Solomon the commercial wealth of the entire community was concentrated in the hands of the government, that much of the trade was a monopoly, and that all was assisted or directed by the experience and energy of the Tyrians, the overwhelming riches of this eminent merchant-sovereign are, perhaps, not surprising."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Caused Israel to dwell there. Principles of colonisation—

1. A matter of necessity often. To provide for employment, surplus population; and 

2. Should always be in the interests of humanity. Not for national glory, material prosperity, or destruction of uncivilised races. What remains of the colonies founded by ancient nations? Prosperity and duration only when God plants a people (America and the Pilgrim Fathers).

2Ch . If some of the public works had the plea of utility, the fortifications of some cities for purposes of defence (Millo the suburb of Jerusalem, Hazor, Megiddo, the two Beth-horons); the foundation of others (Tadmor and Tiphsah) for purposes of commerce. These were simply the pomps of a selfish luxury; and the people, after the first dazzle was over, felt that they were so. Forty thousand horsemen made up the measure of his magnificence (1Ki 4:26). As the treasury became empty taxes multiplied, and monopolies became more irksome. If, on the one hand, the division of the kingdom came as a penalty for Solomon's apostasy from Jehovah, on the other, it was the Nemesis of a selfish passion for glory, itself the most terrible of all idolatries [Bib. Dict.].

2Ch . David the man of God. A wonderful title. Only applied to Moses and a nameless prophet, besides David. 

1. How gained; 

2. What it implies in character and life.

2Ch . Here we find—

1. Solomon "diligent in busines." Building and fortifying cities; engaging ships and trading to Ophir. Thus occupied usefully for his country, and employed many that would, perhaps, have otherwise been idle. 

2. Solomon "fervent in spirit, serving the Lord." Carefully guarding the sanctity of God's house, duly offering sacrifices at all appointed times, and seeing that priests and Levites performed the sacred duties devolving upon them. Here Solomon exhibited religion as it should be; the concerns of life not unfitting him for religion, nor religion unfitting him for the concerns of life [Ingram Cobbin's Com.].

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 8

2Ch . Cities. Some of these fortified places may have been necessary to keep in check the Canaanitish population, who were likely to fret under the forced labour which he exacted from them [Tuck]. Dwell there. The increase of a great number of citizens in prosperity is a necessary element to the security and even to the existence of a civilised people [Buret].

2Ch . Pay tribute. A mercantile democracy may govern long and widely; a mercantile aristocracy cannot stand [Landor].

"Curs'd merchandise! where life is sold,

And avarice consents to starve for gold"

[Rowe].

2Ch . Burnt offerings. Before we ask what a man worships, we have to ask whether he worships at all [Ruskin]. Solomon was great in burnt offerings. Do not men sometimes make up in burnt offerings what they lack in moral consistency? Is not an ostentatious religion sometimes the best proof of internal decay? It ought not to be so. The hand and the heart should be one, the outward and the inward should correspond, the action should be the incarnation of the thought. We are not always to look upon the ceremonial action of the church as indicative of its real spirituality. Sometimes men make a great noise in order to conceal a courage that is giving way [Dr. Parker].

2Ch . Prepared. When Bishop Heber read his beautiful poem, "Palestine," in manuscript to Sir Walter Scott, his friend remarked that in speaking of the temple of Solomon he had forgotten to refer to the silence which prevailed during its erection. The poet immediately retired for a few minutes, and introduced the following beautiful lines:—

"No workman's steel, no ponderous axes wrung;

Like some tall palm the noiseless fabric sprung."

This circumstance is remarkable as an indication of the method of preparation and of the deep sense which Solomon had of the sacredness of his work.

2Ch . Ships. I am wonderfully delighted to see a body of men thriving in their own fortunes, and at the same time promoting the public stock; or, in other words, raising estates for their own families, by bringing into their country whatever is wanting, and carrying out of it whatever is superfluous. Nature seems to have taken a particular care to disseminate her blessings among the different regions of the world, with an eye to their mutual intercourse and traffic among mankind, that the nations of the several parts of the globe might have a kind of dependence upon one another, and be united together by their common interest [Addison].

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-31
CRITICAL NOTES.] 2Ch . This narrative is parallel with 1Ki 10:1-18, from which it varies little; Solomon's glory (2Ch 9:13-28); and the close of his reign (2Ch 9:29-31) corresponding with 1Ki 11:41-43.

2Ch .—The Queen of Sheba's visit. Two Shebas, Ethiopian and Arabian. Both countries have traditions on the visit; in both government by queens was common. Sheba, in Arabia, was the great spice country and an important kingdom. Sheba in Ethiopia a mere town and furnished no spices. The expression "Queen of the South" (Mat 12:42) corresponds with Hebrew Teman (Arabic Yemen), and Jewish and Christian traditions in favour of Arabian Sheba. Fame, by the Ophir fleet. Name, Solomon's great knowledge of God, or great things which God had done for him. Questions, lit. riddles (enigmas, Jud 14:12; Psa 49:4; Pro 1:6; Eze 17:2). In East natural acuteness, united with idle life, still make these exercises of understanding a favourite amusement. 2Ch 9:1. Camels, &c., a common method of travelling by these beasts of burden in Arabia, a country most famous also for spices. In her heart, in her mind. 2Ch 9:3. Told, i.e., answered all her questions without any exception. She could not puzzle him. 2Ch 9:4-5. Seen, wisdom, natural endowments. House, the palace; the variety and luxury of table. Sitting, i.e., the seats, the place assigned to each according to gradation, or collective body and orderly manner of domestic arrangements. Standing posts of ministers; apparel of (cup-bearers) butlers; ascent (Heb.), burnt offerings which he offered, by Luther, LXX, and others. Generally thought to be a superb way for the king's use alone, as Emperors of China ascend the throne by steps consecrated to their use alone. "A stair by which he went up to the house of God," "a private way from the palace on the western, across the ravine up the eastern hill to the temple area" [Kesi]. Spirit in her, an expression for highest degree of admiration and astonishment 2Ch 9:5. True report, word of acts, sayings. 2Ch 9:6. Exceedest, thou hast added to report. 2Ch 9:8. Blessed, a frank acknowledgment of Solomon's God, but no reason to think she adopted Him as her God. 2Ch 9:9. Gave, not as tribute, but in token of friendship (about £720,000, Jamieson). 2Ch 9:10-11. Mercantile transactions. Algum trees, sandal wood. Terraces, high ways (margin), stairs, steps. Psalteries (1Sa 10:5). 2Ch 9:12. Desire, in the way of bounty. Asked, Oriental custom to ask, specify what is agreeable. Solomon gave ample remuneration for presents in exchange with him, i.e., besides his presents for hers, he made a free donation of whatever she liked.

2Ch .—Solomon's wealth. Weight (cf. 1Ki 10:14-29). Chapmen, who buy and sell, probably smaller retail merchants. Governors in outlying dominions. Heb. pechah. "If connected with pashah, the history of the word would be curious" [Max Müller]. 2Ch 9:15. Targets, large shields, covering the whole man, made usually of wood or wicker-work covered with leather. These made for ornamentation and plated with gold. 2Ch 9:16. House, a part of the royal palace (1Ki 7:2-5), resembling a forest in structure; used for state purposes and an armoury for targets and shields. 2Ch 9:17-19. The throne of ivory, not all solid, but parts venecred with it. Footstool, the throne raised. Stays, arms on each side of seat. Lions, symbols of royal power. 2Ch 9:19. Number alludes to twelve tribes of Israel. 2Ch 9:20. Accounted, because of abundance; scarcity a value. 2Ch 9:21. Tarshish, prob. Tartessus in Spain. Peacocks, thought to have come from India. Some give "parrots." 2Ch 9:22. Passed, outrivalled (1Ki 3:13). Kings of neighbouring nations. Sought (1Ki 4:34). Present tribute of respect year by year. 2Ch 9:25. Four thousand, not forty thousand, considered an error in copyist (1Ki 4:26). 2Ch 9:26. River Euphrates. 2Ch 9:27. Stones, fig. for abundance and comparative worthlessness. 2Ch 9:28. Horses from lands famous for good breeds.

2Ch .—Solomon's death. Book, words. Three sources given, only in 1Ki 11:29. Nathan (2Sa 7:1-17). Abijah (1Ki 11:11-13; 1Ki 11:29-39), in earlier part of Solomon's life. Iddo (2Ch 12:15; 2Ch 13:22), in later years of reigns of Saul and David. "The Chronist omits the blemishes that marked the character and administration of Solomon, and leaves the impression that notwithstanding these he continued to be a follower of the Lord unto the end of his career. This is in harmony with his design to note the progress of the kingdom of God in its religious aspect" [Murphy].

HOMILETICS

THE QUEEN OF SHEBA'S VISIT TO SOLOMON—2Ch 
Solomon's influence upon surrounding nations very great. Legends abound in Jewish and Arabic traditions, like those concerning Nimrod and Alexander. Visit of the queen conspicuous instance and given as a sign to us (Mat ). 

I. The spirit which prompted the visit. Its method, long train of camels, in striking harmony with Eastern imagination. What its spirit? 

1. A spirit of curiosity. She heard of Solomon's wisdom and glory, co-extensive and manifold in forms. "The countries marvelled at thee, for thy interpretations, songs, and proverbs and parables" (Sir ). Solomon's fame like Christ's, could not be hid. Curiosity excited and she desired to know, to ascertain truth. 

2. A spirit of inquiry. She came to hear his wisdom and enlarge her own; to ask as well as answer questions. "The spirit of this asking of questions and solving of dark riddles is of the very nature of true philosophy. ‘To ask questions rightly,' says Lord Bacon, ‘is the half of knowledge.' ‘Life without cross examination is no life at all,' said Socrates. When we inquire, when we restlessly question in our search after truth, when we seek it from unexpected quarters, we are but following in the steps of the wise King of Judah and the wise Queen of Sheba" [Stanley]. 

3. A spirit of restlessness. Rank, wealth, and position could not satisfy. Something beyond herself and her wise men, to know and feel. No trifling questions, questions merely to puzzle. Hard questions concerning "the name of the Lord" whom Solomon worshipped. Problems ever new and ever old, found in the book of Job and stirring the hearts of men to-day. "How shall man be just with God?" "Where shall wisdom be found?" &c. Only "an interpreter, one among a thousand," can answer these questions. 

4. A spirit of self-sacrifice. Curiosity prompted to action, anxiety led her to start on a long and risky journey. A reproof, says Christ, to indifference and stupidity concerning himself. True wisdom is of great price. Those who know and seek its worth will not begrudge the cost. 

II. The mutual intercourse during the visit. Solomon did not blame her for her trouble and weakness; gave her every encouragement and permitted her "to commune with him of all that was in her heart," freely and fully. 

1. He answered her questions. "Solomon told her all her questions" (2Ch ). Natural, political, intellectual, or religious. He was equal to the test and could not be puzzled (see traditions). Taught of God, he could teach others. "A divine sentence in the lips" of this king satisfied every inquiry. Jesus can remove doubt and perplexity, ease the mind, and teach all we desire to know. 

2. He received her gifts. Not content with words, she gave, practical expression to gratitude. Useless are verbal thanks if life be void of lovely deeds. These rich presents show the extent of her commerce, and the appreciation of her intercourse with the Hebrew monarch. Solomon accepted her gifts, and gave, in addition to customary exchanges, "of his royal bounty." Neither cared for gold. Both valued wisdom, cultivated and confirmed their friendship by mutual kindness and conversation. "She communed with him." 

III. The impressions received from the visit. Welcomed sincerely, valuing her privileges, she was intent on learning and observant of all she could. 

1. She was astonished at the magnificence of Solomon. High culture and magnificence exceeded anything she had ever seen. Meals served with great state. Tables at which king, guests, and ministers sat down displayed variety, luxury, and splendour. The order of domestic arrangements, varied costumes and attire of ministers, choice vessels of cup-bearers, all impressed her acute mind. The houses, streets, and buildings of Jerusalem, the temple and the king's private entrance into it, like a scene of enchantment to her. She was overwhelmed. "There was no more spirit in her," almost fainted with astonishment. 

2. She was surprised at the wisdom of Solomon. This chiefly impressed her mind. "When she had seen the wisdom of Solomon" (2Ch ). A word which, in Hebrew, comprehends not only natural endowments and useful qualities, but practical knowledge. The economy of his government, the schemes of industry and the works of art displayed familiarity with natural science and deep insight into the principles of human nature. This wisdom was superhuman. She acknowledged it to be from Solomon's God, "by whom kings reign and princes decree justice" (2Ch 9:8, cf. Pro 8:15). 

3. She was confirmed in her belief concerning Solomon. "It was a true report which I heard, &c." (2Ch ). Faith exercised will be strengthened, really tested will give greater certainty. "The one-half of the greatness of thy wisdom was not told me." This just the result of honest search after truth, of personal intercourse with Christ and of engagement in God's service. This is the way "to verify your beliefs." Hear, see, and feel. Wonders of grace, depths of experience to be discovered beyond all comprehension! "That ye may know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge."

HEART COMMUNING.—2Ch 
Not generally wise to tell all our heart. Samson reached the climax of folly when he did this to Delilah. Yet if we could meet with a Solomon who could solve all our difficulties we might wisely do so, A greater than Solomon in Jesus, who is incarnate wisdom. With him too silent, with worldly friends too communicative. 

I. We ought to communicate with him of all that is in our heart. 

1. Neglect of intercourse with Jesus is very unkind. "Let me see thy countenance, &c." (Son .) 

2. To conceal anything from so true a friend betrays the sad fact of something wrong. 

3. Shows a want of confidence in his love, sympathy, and wisdom, if we cannot tell Jesus all in our hearts. 

4. Will be the cause of uneasiness in ourselves if we withhold anything from him. Responsibility will rest and weigh heavily with us. 

5. Will involve the loss of counsel and help. He meets our case when we unbosom ourselves. 

6. Reticence towards Jesus is greatly aggravated by eagerness to tell our troubles to others. Will you make a confidant of man and hide the matter from God? 

II. We need not cease communing for want of topics. 

1. Our sorrows. He knows what they are, will comfort us under them, help to profit by them, &c. 

2. Our joys. He will sober and salt them. Joy without Jesus, sun without light, the essence gone. 

3. Our service. He a servant knows our heart, can sympathise with our difficulties. 

4. Our plans. He has zeal, ardour, quick of understanding, and will gladly commune with us concerning all in our hearts to do for God. 

5. Our success and failures should be reported at head-quarters. The disciples of the martyred John (Mat ), the evangelists of our Lord, returned to him (Luk 9:10). 

6. Our desires. Holiness, usefulness, heaven, awaken the sympathy of Jesus, who prays for us about these things. 

7. Our fears. Fears of falling, needing, failing, dying. 

8. Our loves. Of earth and heaven, towards others and himself. 

9. Our mysteries. Incomprehensible feelings, uneasiness, emotions, will be better for ventilation in presence of Jesus. 

III. Nor shall we cease communing for want of reasons. 

1. How ennobling and elevating is intercourse with Him! 

2. How consoling and encouraging with Him who has overcome the world! 

3. How sanctifying and refining union with the Perfect One! 

4. How safe and healthy is a daily walk with ever-blessed Son of Man! How proper and natural for disciples to talk with their Teacher, and saints with their Saviour! 

6. How delightful and heavenly is rapturous converse with the Beloved! Warning to those who never speak with Jesus—"I never knew you." Complaint of those who seldom commune—"Is this thy kindness to thy friend?" Hint to those usually in communion with him—Keep up the holy intercourse; to this end be thorough; unlock every room in the house and let Jesus enter Congratulation to those who have long enjoyed his fellowship [Spurgeon].

SOLOMON'S HOUSEHOLD AND CHRIST'S HOUSEHOLD

Compare them—

I. In the splendour of appearance. Solomon himself, inferior to Christ in person, wisdom, and dominion. The glory of court artificial, product of labour, and liable to decay; Christ's inward, spiritual, and lasting. 

II. In the servants engaged. 

1. Their position: Near the king, standing, sitting, waiting and watching attitude. 

2. Their attire: Beautiful, costly, fit, and free. 

3. Their felicity: "Happy are thy servants." Apply the eulogy to Christians, happy now and hereafter. 

III. In the provision made for members. Costly, abundant, satisfactory, and free. Wisdom hath prepared a feast; come in and partake. "Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . The Queen a Type of Truth-seekers. 

1. In her spirit. Reverence for God, sincerity of desire for light and knowledge. 

2. In her self-sacrifice. Allured from groves of palm to hear and know wisdom, she undertook a journey not much less than a thousand miles from "uttermost parts of the earth," i.e., from the extremities of the world then known. 

3. In her reception by Solomon. Illustrates welcome to inquirers by God "that giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not," with past ingratitude or future abuse (as Solomon abused his wisdom at length). Man "giveth little and upbraideth much" (cf. Sir ; Sir 41:22). Or—

1. She sought in the right disposition. 

2. She sought from the right source. 

3. She sought in belief of its reality. 

4. She sought to possess it and render homage to it. The rule "he who seeks shall find."

2Ch to 2Ch 8:1. Experimental evidence. "I came, and mine eyes had seen it" (2Ch 9:6). Many hear and admit, but gospel for trial its power must be felt; arguments, evidence insufficient without experience. To sceptics and doubting our appeal is, "Come and see." To all who come the surprise will be great. "Now, we believe not for thy saying, for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world." 

2. Express testimony. Open confession follows experimental evidence. Christ tolls all in our hearts and discloses secrets of life and conscience, reveals himself to earnest inquiry, excites wonder, admiration, and love. Grateful acknowledgments.

2Ch . 

1. The source of Solomon's greatness. Queen reminds him that God must be praised for the greatness of the nation, and for the wisdom of its ruler. 

2. The design for which the greatness bestowed. Not for his own, but for the sake of his people, God chose him to occupy the throne. He permits and appoints. Government in all ministrations. Kings, princes, nobles, judges, a Divinely constituted power, to be held in subordination to "King of kings" and administered for the good of people, "to do judgment and justice."

HOMILETICS

WISDOM SOUGHT.—2Ch ; 2Ch 9:23-24
"All the earth sought to Solomon to hear his wisdom" (1Ki ). Sought the face of Solomon, who had unveiled wisdom and given to the world its beauty and use. 

I. The indigence of human greatness. A queen and kings seeking! Rank and wealth of no avail. Monarchs in their palaces, and peers in their mansions, happy only in loyal obedience, under the dominion of truth (wise-dom). "Where shall wisdom be found?" Facts in matter and mind require a solution, problems in moral life press heavily and fearfully upon the heart. The richest, most learned cry for an interpreting principle. We may get pearls from the ocean, treasures from the earth, but "where is the place of understanding?" "God understandeth the way thereof, &c." 

II. The Divine source of supply. God "the only wise God." "The wisdom of Egypt" proverbial in geometry, astronomy, and medicine, but "Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country and all the wisdom of Egypt." God gives sufficiency to the most indigent and most exalted. 

1. It cannot be bought with money. "Man knoweth not the price thereof." 

2. It cannot be found by investigation. Search in realms of nature useless. "The depth saith it is not in me, and the sea saith it is not in me." The domains of life and of departed spirits reveal it not. "Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to depart from evil is understanding." 

III. The need of personal effort to secure this supply. They heard and came to see. The attainment depends upon the spirit and effort of the seeker. A scorner is proud, irreverent, "seeketh wisdom and findeth it not." The slothful excuse—the distance is great, the price is too much, "there is a lion in the way." Diligence and activity the conditions of getting and enjoying the blessing. True and earnest inquirers, like Queen of Sheba, Nicodemus, Mary sitting at the feet of Jesus, and the Ethiopian eunuch travelling hundreds of miles, seek and secure knowledge, the highest knowledge, the knowledge of God, the centre and soul of all science. "A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels."

"Truths on which depend our main concern,

That 'tis our shame and misery not to learn,

Shine by the side of every path we tread

With such a lustre, he that runs may read" [Cowper].

SOLOMON'S GLORY AND DEATH.—2Ch 
Solomon pre-eminent, surpassed all kings of the earth, &c. 

I. Solomon's glory. Of two kinds, material and moral. 

1. Material glory. None with greater splendour, which glittered in the eyes of his people like the sun. Gold and silver, large treasures untold. Empire and power unique. Tributary princes and presents from all parts of the known world. Household extensive, exchequer unlimited, and fame universal. 

2. Moral glory. Moral and mental qualities equal to his surroundings, and preserved harmony between himself and kingly state. Scripture specially dwells on wisdom. Men of noted intelligence in his own country: Ethan in charge of temple music, Heman "the king's seer in the words of God," Chalcol and Darda; but Solomon "wiser than all men" (1Ki ). Sage, poet, and naturalist—an intellect stored with vast information; active, shrewd, and penetrating; a heart kind, sympathies wide, rising to high and noble thoughts of God. These more becoming and better than material grandeur. Wisdom better than wealth. "I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord." 

II. Solomon's death. Reign not long, though glorious. End certain. Glory and death strange association! A common end to great and small. "Solomon slept (lit., lay down) with his fathers." The crown, the robes of office, and the sceptre of power must be laid down. "To leave these things," said a nobleman crowned with honours, "makes one miserable." Kings extraordinary and brilliant level with the meanest in the grave. They come, reign, and sleep, and so history rolls on. "Where will you leave your glory?"—in fragrant names, righteous deeds, and holy life? or in grief, disgrace, and oblivion? "A man shall be commended according to his wisdom." "The righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Solomon's throne. The symbol of a throne of grace. The seat of judgment and dominion; of public audience to nobles, strangers, and all who resorted to him. For beauty and strength, workmanship and design, "there was not the like made in any kingdom."

2Ch . Wisdom. Knowledge of God's works, skill in physic and state-policy, rules of prudence for human life and principles of true religion. God put in his heart. Supernatural gifts in answer to prayer. 

1. The lesson. 

2. The learners. 

3. The method of teaching. 

4. The warning to us. Application made in eagerness, to hear Solomon aggravates, shames and condemns general contempt for Christ, in whom are "hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." 

5. A prophecy that "all they from Sheba shall come, they shall bring gold and incense, and they shall show forth the praises of the Lord."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 9

2Ch . Philosophy was born a Pagan; but she may become a Christian, and should be christened "Mary." She may be proud to sit at Jesus, feet. Hellas coming to Judea's Messiah is a rarely beautiful sight [Dr. Duncan].

Questions. Do not suppose that wisdom is so much flattered at having you for a pupil that she will set you easy lessons, and yet give you the gold medal [T. T. Lynch]. Questioners must be teachable. When Haydn was in London, a nobleman came to him for lessons in music, but found fault with all that Haydn said. At last, out of patience, the musician exclaimed, "I see, my lord, that it is you who is so good as to give lessons to me, and I am obliged to confess that I do not merit the honour of having such a master" [Spurgeon]. Communed. Do you want anything of which you cannot tell your Lord? It argues either no real need or else little faith. Strong faith hath free communion with heaven, and conceals nothing, but tells all. Eph . "In whom we have boldness." The word boldness is "telling all" [Thos. Boston].

2Ch ; 2Ch 9:24. Presents. There is no grace in a benefit that sticks to the fingers [Seneca]. We like the gift when we the giver prize [Ovid].

2Ch . Gold. Greatness stands upon a precipice, and if prosperity carries a man ever so little beyond his poise, it overbears and dashes him to pieces [Seneca]. Prosperity seems to be scarcely safe unless it be mixed with a little adversity [Hosea Ballow].

2Ch . First and last. His first were best; of his last this historian saith nothing, but layeth his finger on the scar [Trapp]. Solomon did not live to a very great age, since he was not more than twenty years old when he ascended the throne. Whether Solomon turned to the Lord again with all his heart, a question widely discussed by the older commentators, cannot be ascertained from Scripture. If the Preacher (Koheleth) is traceable to Solomon, so far as the leading thoughts are concerned, we should find in this fact an evidence of his conversion, or at least a proof that at the close of his life he discovered the vanity of all earthly possessions and aims and declared the fear of God to be the only abiding good, with which a man can stand before the judgment of God [Keil].

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-19
CRITICAL NOTES.] Here begins the fourth part of the book of Chronicles, extending from the division of the kingdom to the decree of Cyrus, authorising the return of the exiles and confining itself to the affairs of the kingdom of Judah. The present chapter includes the proposal of the people to Rehoboam (2Ch ); the counsel given to him (2Ch 10:6-11); and the answer that provokes the revolt (2Ch 10:12-19). This corresponds to 1Ki 12:1-19 [Murphy].

2Ch .—Proposal to the people. Shechem, a judicious step, meeting there not simply because central and convenient, but honouring the capital of Ephraimites and removing disaffection. King. assembled to receive Rehoboam as lawful king and join in usual acclamations (1Sa 10:24; 1Ki 1:39) [cf. Speak. Com.] 2Ch 10:2. Jer. an Ephraimite appointed by Solomon to civil administration of house of Joseph (1Ki 11:28), of which Ephraim a branch. Cause of flight to Egypt given (1Ki 11:29-40). He returned to be leader and spokesman of people. 2Ch 10:4. Yoke, pomp and style of Solomon made taxation heavy. Vast building operations required forced labour, &c. Ease, grant relief, make concessions, most reasonable request.

2Ch .—Counsel given to the king. Old men who served under Solomon and well able to advise. 2Ch 10:7. Spake, yield to will of people, for once be servant, be ruled by them and attach to thyself servants for ever. 2Ch 10:8 Forsook, refused good words, consulted younger advisers, who gave counsel more flattering and agreeable to king's temper.

2Ch .—Little finger. Proverbial for increasing rather than diminishing burdens. "Finger not in original; but may be safely implied. The meaning is, ‘You shall find my hand heavier on you than my father's; as much heavier as if my little finger were thicker than his loins'" [Speak. Com.]. Whips, often with sharp bones or pieces of lead tied to end. Scorpions, i.e., scourges with sharp points (Latin scorpio), "iron thorns" inflicting exquisite pain. Harsh and foolish answer. 2Ch 10:15. Cause, i.e., the turn of events was from the Lord, to fulfil his word (1Ki 2:29-31). 2Ch 10:16. What portion? Words of sedition by Sheba (2Sa 20:1), expressing deep-rooted aversion to royal house and resulting in open rebellion. 2Ch 10:18. Adoram, identified by some with Ad. of 1Ki 4:6; 1Ki 5:14; and Adoram of 2Sa 20:24. "The three names mark three distinct persons, perhaps of same family, who were respectively contemporary with David, Solomon, and Rehoboam" [Speak. Com.]. Sent to alleviate burdens. Stoned, usual mode of mob vengeance. 2Ch 10:18. King himself narrowly escaped the same fate. From that time Israel and Judah separated and distinguished one from another.

HOMILETICS

THE REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY.—2Ch 
I. The place of meeting. "Shechem" wisely chosen by Rehoboam, to remove dissatisfaction; at the advice of judicious men, whose counsels he afterwards rejected. A place of great antiquity, noted for conventions (Jos ) and royalty (Judges 9). 

II. The purpose in view. The future government of the nation. 

1. To make Rehoboam king. King with officers of state around; tribes drawn up under their leaders ready to receive him. How proclaimed? Not with hearty shouts of "God save the king." A pause and solemn silence. Jeroboam steps forward! 

2. To represent the people. "Make our yoke lighter and we will serve thee." This unexpected; surprised and annoyed Rehoboam; not what he came for, not what he liked! Not bold enough to deny, not grace enough to concede. Delay dangerous, may breed suspicion and intensify ill-feeling. 

III. The conclusion arrived at. "Come again unto me after three days." King did not commit himself to rash impromptu reply. Adjournment might seem wise, but demands just, prompt redress would have been better than prudent caution. "There is a gift whose recompense is double" (Sir ).

THE FOOLISH RULES AND THE REVOLTING TRIBES.—2Ch 
The four scenes may be treated separately or in one sketch. 

I. The grievance stated. Real, not imaginary; outspoken and not kept back. "The grievous servitude of thy father and his heavy yoke that he put upon us." 

1. A reasonable demand. Couched in a spirit of fairness and loyalty. Reason and justice will ever triumph. Violence and storms spend themselves for nothing, (a.) Heavy taxes. Splendour of Solomon's court, the magnitude of his undertakings, such that neither tribute of dependent states, presents of foreign princes, nor profits of commercial enterprises could support. He was obliged to levy taxes for necessary revenue. (b.) Forced service. This chief ground of complaint (cf. 1Ki ; 1Ki 5:13-14; 1Ki 11:28). Each tribe called upon to render without payment. "Forced labour has been among the causes leading to insurrection in many ages and countries. It alienated the people of Rome from the last Tarquin (Liv. 1:56); it helped to bring about the French revolution, and it was for many years one of the principal grievances of the Russian serfs" [Speak. Com.]. (c.) Long endured. "Put upon us by thy father." Complaint of past reign. Solomon wise, but oppressive in government. "No man can always be wise," says Pliny. We are more apt to copy the defects of our ancestors than imitate their virtues; to remember the evil of their lives, not their benefits. 

2. A national demand. It was the voice of "all Israel." The people unanimous; not a few merely turbulent and dissatisfied. Thus was prophecy fulfilled. "This will be the manner of the king that shall reign over you; he will take your sons, &c." (1Sa ). 

II. The consultation held. If impolitic to delay, it was prudent to seek advice. 

1. With aged counsellors. Wise, experienced, and suitable. "How do ye advise?" "With the ancient is wisdom, and in length of days understanding." Be kind, concede, speak good words, and they will be thy servants for ever. Advice—(a), just; (b), timely; (c), far-seeing; and (d), wise. Happy the ruler with such statesmen! No sentimentalists, but true patriots and philosophers! Kindness wins and overcomes. "A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger." 

2. With young counsellors. Conceited, proud, and inexperienced. They recommend oppression and defiance. Yield nothing, put more on, afflict with scorpions. This considered spirited and kingly! but (a), unreasonable; (b), foolish; (c), cruel; and (d), destructive. "Wise men lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction." 

III. The decision given. "The king answered the people roughly, and forsook the old men's counsel that they gave" (2Ch ). This—

1. Unexpected. Demands reasonable; ease and make yoke "lighter." Delay gave time to think, and this course resolved upon! 

2. Foolish. Rough words unbecoming; display weakness, ignorance, and pride. A grain of wisdom would have taught that such conduct would widen the breach between him and his people. 

3. Presumptuous. Kings made to serve, not to tyrannise; should rule for the good of the people and not for selfish purposes. The way to govern is to serve. Those kings safest who stoop lowest. "I would rather be king of the French than king of France," said Louis XIV., i.e., rule in the hearts of the people than over the territories of the kingdom. "Whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister; and whosoever of you will be chiefest, shall be servant of all." 

4. Mischievous. This tone like that of the nobility of France before the great revolution, calculated to irritate (cf. the Ephraimites, Jud ; men of Israel and Judah, 2Sa 19:41-43; and the harsh words of Eliphaz, Job 22:5), to add fuel to the fire. Mischievous in themselves and in results. "How many thousand souls are hurt every day by the words of others!" [Baxter]. How sad the result here! "The beginning of the words of the mouth is foolishness: and the end of talk is mischievous" (Sir 11:13). 

IV. The results which followed (2Ch ). Whatever ground for resisting before, they now receive provocation, which accounts for strong words and firm resolve. 

1. Revolt. Threatened, insulted, they raised a shout expressive and well understood. "To your tents, O Israel!" 

2. Resistance. Hadoram sent, the man who was" over the levy" (Rev. Vers.) of forced labourers, whose presence would rouse Israel to anger, exasperate, and outrage. A foolish and imprudent act. "Israel stoned him with stones, that he died." 

3. Final separation (2Ch ). God prevented the king from filling the land with blood. "It was with one exception (Hadoram) a bloodless revolt" [Stanley]. The attempt to recover lost tribes forbidden. The determination of king, the loyalty and number of Judah and Benjamin of no avail. The thing was done and could not be altered. The army disbanded and submitted to the God of battles. "For the cause was of God, that the Lord might perform his word." Even if right appear on our side, better sit still than fight in disobedience to God. When God's will is known ever submit, whatever loss may be involved.

THE MYSTERY OF DIVINE WORKING.—2Ch 
The cause, the Hebrew circuit, or turning about, was of God; for here was a "wheel within a wheel, as Ezekiel 1." [Trapp]. The original idea of the disruption was that it was a divine dispensation. "The thing was from the Lord." "It was as much a part of the divine economy of the national destinies, as the erection of the monarchy itself, or as the substitution of the House of David for the House of Saul" [Stanley]. 

I. Events of history controlled and directed to accomplish divine purposes. God's will supreme and ultimate. "The turn of events" not aimless and independent. The current directed, turned, according to God's pleasure and word. 

II. In the accomplishment of divine purposes men act as free agents. Neither the folly of the king, nor rebellion of people pre-ordained. Events from natural order. Men not fated, but free to act; are under moral, not physical government. "But as for you, ye thought evil against me, but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive." 

III. Men thus acting as free agents are responsible for their actions. We are not subjects of accidents, bereft of power to do good or evil, but morally responsible for our actions. The hands of the Jews were wicked in crucifying Christ, though he was delivered up to them "by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God" (Act ). Those who rebel against God and lose heaven will have to blame themselves for wilfulness and folly.

TWO METHODS OF TREATING MEN.—2Ch 
I. The conciliatory. II. The unconciliatory. Social positions are graduated. Yet no elevation of social rank gives one man the right to tyrannise over another. Pass in rapid review a few of the cases in which the two methods of treating men come into constant operation. The maintenance of a conciliatory policy is quite consistent with a headship. 

1. Firmness; 

2. Justice. What is the cure for all false relations among men? The gospel of reconciliation [Beecher].

GOVERNMENTS AND SUBJECTS

From the whole narrative learn—

I. That governments create dissatisfaction among their subjects by injustice. Order, contentment, and affection essential to prosperity in government. Severe laws, over-taxation, curtailment of liberties, and coercive measures create uneasiness and opposition. "The government of a prudent man is well ordered" (Sir ). 

II. That it is right for subjects to agitate for the removal of injustice. Within right to get redress in just and legal methods. History abounds, in critical and stirring times, in witnesses against oppression and tyranny. Wrong to submit to despotisms. "I know how to add sovereign to the king's person, but not to his power," said Pym. 

III. That it is wise for rulers to listen to the complaints of injustice. Concessions more becoming than extravagant assertions of "divine right." Mild and merciful procedure quickens the spirit of freedom; destroys jealousy towards a ruler's actions and character, and the best safeguard of thrones and constitutions. "When a king speaks ‘good words,' they seem to be better than if spoken by other lips; when a king is kind, he seems to add to his kindness by his very kingliness; the stoop of his condescension redoubles the value of his benefaction. If when the people returned after three days Rehoboam had spoken so, the welkin would have rung with the resonant cheers of a delighted, thankful, because emancipated, people" [Dr. Parker].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Rehoboam the headstrong. Only son of Solomon, but did not profit by his father's Wisdom 

1. His training. Not like that of his father. (a) His mother an idolatress (2Ch ), not the wise, good mother which Solomon seems to have had (Pro 4:3). Hence the mother's influence over the young prince. (b) He had not the good example which Solomon had in David. Solomon's later years degenerate, what wonder if his son was far behind! 

2. His accession. Without difficulty (cf. 1Ki ) at the death of his father, when about 41 years old. (a) By promise of perpetual sovereignty to David's posterity; (b) By public assembly of representatives. "Met not to exercise right of election (1Sa 10:19-21); for after God's promise, their duty was submission to the authority of rightful heir; but their object was to renew the conditions to which their constitutional kings were subject (1Sa 10:25), and to the omission of rehearsing which, under the peculiar circumstances in which Solomon was made king, they were disposed to ascribe the absolutism of his government" [Jamieson]. 

3. His trouble. Kings not without. "Uneasy is the head that wears the crown." (a) A corrupt empire; (b) A dissatisfied people; (c) A dark future. 

4. His folly. Wisdom not inherited as wealth. Some infatuated, nothing can teach them. Men have no right to tyrannise in social, political, or religious affairs. The rough answer was a fearful mistake. "He that walketh with wise men shall be wise; but a companion of fools shall be destroyed."

2Ch ; 2Ch 10:12-15. Jeroboam the first king of Israel. 

1. His early life. Jeroboam (whose people is many) "son of Nebat," an Ephrathite, i.e., belonging to territory of Ephraim; of Zereda (2Ch ; cf. Jud 5:22), a town near Scythopolis. Mother Zeruah, a widow, reduced by the execution of her husband at beginning of Solomon's reign, if Jeroboam be identical with Shemei (cf. 2Sa 16:5; cf. 1Ki 2:46). 

2. His natural ability. "A mighty man of valour" (1Ki ); mighty in power as Nimrod (Gen 10:8); in wealth, as Boaz, Kish, and other Israelites (Rth 2:1; 1Sa 9:1; 2Ki 15:20). But clever, of strong natural capacity; active and enterprising (Sept. a man of works). 

3. His rapid promotion. Solomon discerning his talents, "seeing the young man that he was industrious, that he did the king's business (Dan ), made him ruler; set him over all the charge, the burden;" superintendent of taxes and public works (1Ki 11:27-28). "The hand of the diligent shall bear rule" (Pro 12:24; Pro 22:29). 

4. His prophetic designation. By prophet Ahijah in symbolic action (1Ki ). From which time he became a marked man by Solomon. 

5. His seditious conduct. Ambitious, impatient for the death of Solomon, he was led to plot and conspire, and in consequence driven to Egypt. Chosen of God, yet could not wait for Providence. Incurred penalty of death by rebellion. 

6. His accession to the throne. Chosen at length by people and permitted to become first king of Israel.

2Ch . Be kind. The power of kindness in winning affection and service. Lenity and moderation in a prince is very prevalent with the people, as to win their affections at first, so to hold them in obedience ever after. The advice of an ancient French counsellor to his sovereign at his departure from court was good. Being wished to lay down some general rules for government, he took a paper, and wrote on the top of it "moderation," in the middle of the leaf "moderation," and at the bottom "moderation" [Trapp].

2Ch . I. The national council. 

1. Assembled and consulted by the king; 

2. Composed of old and young, wise and foolish men. II. The resolution adopted. 

1. From whom it came; 

2. What its nature; 

3. What its results. Forsook old men, whom he consulted for fashion's sake, as Xerxes did when he invaded Greece. Resolved beforehand to stand upon his pantoufles and not at all to stoop to the people. He had those about him, doubtless, that would tell him, as some Court parasites did our King John, when he had yielded to the requests of his barons for the subjects' liberty, that now he was "a king without a kingdom, a lord without a dominion, and a subject to his subjects" [Trapp]. Consulted young men. So did our king Richard II., to his utter ruin. So Xerxes despised the grave counsel of his uncle Artabanus, and was led wholly by young Mardonius to the loss of all. The like is reported of Dionysius, king of Sicily; Crœsus, king of Lydia; Nero, emperor of Rome; James that reigned in Scotland in Edward IV.'s time; and Lantrer, of whom it is reported that he lost the kingdom of Naples from the French king, his master, and all that he had in Italy, because he would not ask nor follow the advice of those who were wiser than himself [Ibid.].

2Ch . The adjourned meeting. 

1. The decision given. Haughty and imperious. 

2. The effect produced. (a) On the aged counsellors; (b) On deputies; (c) On the nation [adapted from Bib. Mus.].

2Ch . To your tents, O Israel. "It was a national watchword, and not the war-cry of a single tribe which led the revolt" [Stanley]. 

1. Its antiquity. Raised in time of David, now with fatal effect (2Sa ). 

2. Its ingratitude. What have we to do with David? 

3. Its selfishness. Cut themselves off from their brethren and their sovereign. To your tents, let us have a king of our own!

2Ch . The great secession. 

1. Its strange beginning. 

2. Its remarkable progress. 

3. Its fatal consequences. Two kingdoms; rival worship. Weakness, jealousy, and political decline of Jewish nation. Terrible is progress of strife. One angry word, one look of revenge, one act of resentment, will kindle a fire which may set a neighbourhood or a nation into flame. A drop of revenge soon becomes a river, and the river a torrent, which sweeps everything before it. "The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water. Therefore leave off contention before it be meddled with."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 10

2Ch . Counsel. Judge Buller, when in the company of a young gentleman of sixteen, cautioned him against being led astray by the example or persuasion of others, and said: "If I had listened to the advice of some of those who called themselves my friends when I was young, instead of being a judge of the King's Bench, I should have died long ago a prisoner at the King's Bench."

2Ch . Answered. Who knows what he is till he is tried, and until he meets his own trial? for every one is not discovered in the same way; he may be firm in one peril and fail in another [Jay]. His friends were summoned on a point so nice, to pass their judgment and to give advice; but fixed before, and well resolved was he, as those who ask advice are wont to be [Pope].

2Ch . When any one person or body of men seize into their hands the power in the last resort, there is properly no longer a government, but what Aristotle and his followers call the abuse and corruption of one [Swift].

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-23
CRITICAL NOTES.] Rehoboam forbidden to war (2Ch ). This section a repetition in abbreviated form of 1Ki 12:21-24. Remainder of chapter new matter. Rehoboam fortifies many towns (2Ch 11:5-12); receives accessions from Israel (2Ch 11:13-17); and takes many wives and concubines (2Ch 11:18-23).

2Ch .—The forbidden war. Fight to crush the rebellion. Fourscore thousand about one-third of Judah's number under Joab's levy (2Sa 24:9). Shem. (1Ki 12:22-24); all Israel in Judah and Benjamin now united together.

2Ch .—Defensive measures. Jerusalem, a judicious step, unlike northern kings, who shifted their capital. Built, repaired and fortified; fifteen given. Beth., Et., and Tek. near together, a little south of Jericho, on way to Hebron. 2Ch 11:7. Beth-zur, a strong position about five miles north of Hebron, on route between that place and Jerusalem. It played an important part in the wars of the Maccabees (1Ma 4:29-61; 1Ma 6:7-26, &c.) [Speak. Com.]. Shoca, now Sumeikeh, three-and-a-half hours south-west of Jerusalem. Adul (Jos 15:35). 2Ch 11:8. Gath. Exact site not known. Mares. (Jos 15:44). Its importance appears in the invasion of Zerah (ch. 2Ch 14:9); and from 1Ma 5:66; 2Ma 12:35. Modern name Marash. Ziph. Two of this name in Judah (Jos 15:24-55). This famous in David's history (1Sa 23:14-24; 1Sa 26:2-25). Exact site appears to be the modern Til Zif, about three miles south of Hebron [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 11:9. Ador., Adora or Dora, now Dora, west of Hebron (Jos 15:24). Lackish, now Um-Lakish. Azekah (Jos 10:10). 2Ch 11:10. Zor. (1Ch 2:53), now Surah; and Aij., now Yalo, further north than other cities here mentioned. Both in territory originally assigned to Dan (Jos 19:41-42), but afterwards absorbed into Judah [Speak. Com]. Judah and Benjamin, now the designation of southern kingdom (cf. 2Ch 11:12; 2Ch 11:23). 2Ch 11:11. Oil, odoriferous; wine, sweet, used by ancient Jews and modern Arabs; healthy and useful in hot climates (cf. Psa 104:15).

2Ch .—Accessions. Left, ejected from their office because they would not minister to Jeroboam's calves, who appointed priests not Levites. Suburbs (cf. Num 35:1-8). High places, i.e., Dan and Bethel (cf. 1Ki 12:28-33); a kind of contemptuous description as not equal to temple at Jerusalem, only on a level with those in other parts. 2Ch 11:15. Devils, a term sometimes used for idols in general (Lev 17:7); here applied distinctively to the goat-deities, which were probably worshipped chiefly in the northern parts of the kingdom, where the heathen Canaanites still abounded [Jamieson]. 2Ch 11:17. Strengthened by numbers and moral tone of excellent subjects; but sad change noted in king next chapter.

2Ch . Rehoboam's wives and children. Jerimoth not given among legitimate sons of David, hence son of concubine. Read David and of Abihail. Mother as well as father of Mah. is given. Daughter of E., probably "grand-daughter," since an actual daughter of E. must have been too old to be a fit wife for Rehoboam. 2Ch 11:20. Daughter, grand-daughter of Abs. (cf. ch. 2Ch 13:2). 2Ch 11:21. Threescore (cf. Son 6:8 and 2Ch 13:21). 2Ch 11:22. Chief, though not eldest of his sons. Affection for M. led him to violate the law. Wisely, prudently with calculation (Exo 1:10). Many wives. Rehoboam careful to please his sons by making them governors of fortresses, and "sought for them a multitude of wives" (marg.); perhaps from cities over which they were set. In Persia and Turkey, younger princes, until lately, were shut up in the harem during their father's lifetime; and to prevent competition, were blinded or killed when their brother ascended the throne. In former country the old practice of dispersion through the country, like Rehoboam, has been again revived [Jamieson].

HOMILETICS

THE RESTRAINTS OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE.—2Ch 
Events concerning kingdom of Judah chiefly given after revolt of ten tribes. Rehoboam determined to enter disaffected provinces; but divine decree gone forth, the army overawed, dispersed, and the king obliged to submit. 

I. Restraints unmistakably clear. "The word came to Shem.," and was spoken "unto Rehoboam." Prophets gave no uncertain sound in either kingdom. Divine interposition most clear. No visions, no voices now; but around and in us as we fight in life, a power above the wiles and schemes of men, secret, invisible influences, deep impressions, and mysterious thoughts, amounting almost to divine revelations, to check or prompt. "Thou shalt not go up." 

II. Restraints merciful in design. "Nor fight against your brethren." Nations and tribes bound by natural ties; man-kinned (mankind) should help each other. "Quarrel with your faults and not with our fellow-men," was the motto of Otho II., Emperor of Germany. "Man's inhumanity to man" is great. If Alexanders, Csars, and Napoleons were not restrained, the world would become a pandemonium. God careful of human life and human weal, prevents disgrace, mischief, and bloodshed. Men seek to destroy peace, injure reputation and property. "Revenge is wild justice," says Bacon. "Say not thou I will recompense evil; but wait on the Lord and he shall save thee." 

III. Restraints timely made. God times events and interpositions; permits much show and great progress, as in Jeroboam's preparations. Why restrained when army assembled, everything ready and about to march with every prospect of success? Has God been consulted? Education, preparations, and enterprises of no avail, if not for him. A thousand forces may be enlisted, simply to be sent home again! We may form our programme, set an object in view, adapt our means and arrange time to attain it. Just when attainment near, lo! deprivation, disappointment. "A man's heart deviseth his way: but the Lord directeth his steps." 

IV. Restraints implicitly heeded. The prophet represented God. The event could not be changed. "They hearkened," disbanded, and went home. Another power beside Judah and Israel must be recognised. Folly to resist, to fight against God! Motives, arguments, to acquiesce in arrangements of Providence are unanswerable. "Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth," but "woe unto him that striveth with his Maker."

DEFENSIVE MEASURES.—2Ch 
Rehoboam forbidden to aggress, undertakes to defend the frontiers of his kingdom. "He built cities for defence." The verb denotes fortification of cities; "partly," says Hengstenberg, "because in the case of a city already in existence, the building must necessarily have been restricted to the fortification of it, and partly because the term city, in its fullest extent, involves the idea of fortification." 

I. He protected against great dangers. 

1. From the attack of Israel. Disruption of tribal unity brought danger and enemies within. Israel restless and allied with Egypt. 

2. From Egyptian bondage. From this quarter greatest danger. Out of fifteen cities all but three, on southern or western frontier. "And now, for the first time since the Exodus, Judah was once more threatened with an Egyptian bondage" [Stanley]. 

II. He displayed great Wisdom 

1. In retaining the capital. "Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem" (2Ch ). Unlike kings of Israel, who shifted their capital from place to place for convenience and policy, he perceived importance of retaining hold on the city of David. This central fortress surrounded by a chain of fortresses, in part to carry out the designs of his father, in part to increase his strength. 

2. In fortifying the kingdom. Reduced by secession, he sought to keep what he possessed. He rebuilt, garrisoned, and provided with arms and stores to stand a siege. If we cannot attack, we can perhaps build; if not recover lost privileges, we may defend what we have. "That good thing (goodly deposit) which was committed unto thee, keep (guard, cf. 1Ti ) by the Holy Ghost, which dwelleth in us" (2Ti 1:14). 

III. He illustrated great principles. Under these measures are hidden powerful principles in human life. 

1. The power of conscience. Accused of doing wrong, he now fears further mischief. A guilty conscience gives timidity, creates a panic, and expects retaliation when "no man pursueth." "Suspicion always haunts the guilty mind." 

2. The tendency to aggressive war. Jeroboam took similar precautions to Rehoboam (1Ki ). Kings ambitious and plunge into war. "He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife." Who can tell the strifes and wars thus created?

"Towns turned to ashes, fanes involved in fire!

These deeds the guilt of rash ambition tell."

2. Lack of faith in God. This leads to self-sufficiency, mischievous enterprises and failure. In personal salvation and national deliverances, weak is an arm of flesh. "Some remember (trust, glory in remembrance of) chariots, and some remember horses, but we will remember the name of the Lord our God" (Psa ).

CONSCIENTIOUS SCRUPLES.—2Ch 
Jeroboam, afraid of reunion of the tribes, took measures to make separation final. He introduced calf-worship in Bethel and Dan, two distinct places at opposite ends of his kingdom. He selected priests from the lowest of the people, thus weakened his kingdom and caused many worthy men to migrate to Judah, who, faithfully attached to the worship of Jehovah, could not conscientiously bow to idols. 

I. In refusing to worship idols. They remembered the injunction, "Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor worship them." Daniel's companions were steadfast. 

II. In braving the results of their conduct. The wrath of the king, and the ridicule of the tribes; ejection from their office, persecution and exile. "The emperor commands thee to do sacrifice," said the Proconsul to Cyprian; "therefore consult for thy welfare." "I am a Christian," was the heroic reply; "and I cannot sacrifice to your gods; do, therefore, what you are commanded; as for me, in so just a cause there needs no consultation." 

III. In seeking to worship God according to conscience. They desired a purer worship and sought a more convenient place; left their suburbs and their possessions, and came to Judah and Jerusalem. (Pilgrim Fathers.) In the conduct of these priests and people we have—

1. A conscience to acknowledge. Some in authority do not recognise it. Conscience the vicegerent of God, omnipotent, can never be crushed. Kings may control movements of body, but never alter convictions of soul. Neither fraud nor force can make good men disobey behests of conscience. 

2. A precedent to follow. Men may urge customs of the people and fashions of the nation; expediency and personal obligations to superiors; the dangers of singularity and terrible penalty of our choice, but we must be faithful: "Dare to do right." "We ought to obey God rather than men."

THE STRENGTH AND ATTRACTION OF A KINGDOM.—2Ch ; 2Ch 11:13-17
I. In the unity of its Subjects. By blood Benjamin more closely related to Ephraim than Judah. All traditions of Benjamin antagonistic to Judah. Now estrangement and feud ceased. Religious and political capital established on border line. Two tribes unite, and prepare for defence. Danger unites all ranks together. (Elizabeth and Spanish Armada.) 

II. In the purity of its worship. Benjamin attached to temple worship. Priests and Levites migrated in large numbers to the southern kingdom for purer worship and safety. Recognition of God greater security than armies and fleets; moral vigour more attractive than extensive trade. 

III. In the righteousness of its rule. Wise to strengthen cities and defend forts; better to consolidate the throne in rectitude. Numbers give physical strength, but just concessions and righteous laws support and safeguard the nation. Jeroboam's kingdom weakened, Rehoboam's strengthened.

THE FAMILY AND DOMESTIC POLICY OF REHOBOAM.—2Ch 
Danger past, indulgence began. The domestic policy of Rehoboam might be worldly wise, but it was sinful. 

I. The family was founded in disobedience to God. The royal harem inferior to his father's, equally in violation of the law. 

1. In multiplying wives. (a) For himself; (b) For his sons. Wives not strangers, but daughters of Israel, and of family of David, yet forbidden. "Neither shall he multiply wives to himself." 

2. In choice of a favourite son. He set aside eldest son, preferred Abijah in fondness for his mother. Solomon had divine warrant, but in destining youngest for kingdom the king violated the law (Deu ). "They have set up kings, but not by me; they have made princes, and I knew it not." 

II. The family was governed by worldly policy. "He dealt wisely"—i.e., with deep and calculating policy (Exo ). "Rehoboam's wisdom was shown—

1. In dispersing his other sons instead of allowing them to remain together in Jerusalem, where they might have joined in a plot against Abijah, as Adonijah and his brothers did against Solomon (1Ki ). 

2. In giving his sons positions which might well content them, and prevent them from being jealous of Abijah" [Speak. Com.]. Rivalry prevented, public peace and safety secured, not by worldly sagacity and bestowment of patronage. Trust in God and loyalty to his commands the best policy.

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . The duty of Protestants. This will lead me to set before you—I. The conduct of Protestants in that day. 

1. In it they bore testimony against the reigning abominations; 

2. They steadfastly adhered to the service of their God; 

3. They renounced all for conscience sake. II. Our duty as Protestants at the present day. 

1. We should realise our own religious principles; 

2. We should show their superior efficacy to sanctify the heart and life. Address those 

(1) Who are conforming to this world; and 

(2) Those who are like the Israelites, setting their hearts fully to seek the Lord their God [C. Simeon].

2Ch . 

1. God the object of search. The sublimest and most needful in creation. The foundation of all religion and strength. 

2. The search sincere. Heart, all the heart thrown into it. 

3. The search steadfast. The heart fixed, determined, purposed. No hesitancy, wandering, and half-heartedness. "Qui tradiderunt cor suum, who delivered up their hearts to seek the Lord; to run any hazard rather than violate conscience. Such were the English exiles in Queen Mary's days, from whom Stephen Gardiner vowed so to stop sending of all supplies that for very hunger they should eat their own nails, and then feed on their fingers' ends; but ‘threatened folk live long,' and before these banished men were brought to that bill of fare, the Bishop was eaten up of worms" [Trapp].

These verses describe the condition of the northern kingdom in Jeroboam's time. 

1. Disgraced by calf-worship. 

2. Lacking the principal thing. Seats of worship, no true sanctuaries, for the ark, the symbol of God's presence wanting. Not "the house of God," but "a house of high places." 

3. Weakened by emigration. Innovations drove the best from the country. The king went from bad to worse.

2Ch . Three years, &c. Temporary Religion. This a brief description of the spirit of his reign. I. Period of profession. By apostasy of ten tribes, and the belief that the thing proceeded from God as a punishment for Solomon's idolatry, the king brought to reflection and obedience. This only temporary. When kingdom sufficiently fortified, and he thought himself secure, he forsook the law of Jehovah, and all Israel with him (ch. 2Ch 12:1). Many fall away, some before, and others after three years of profession. "Ye did run well, who did hinder?" II. The period of apostasy. In prosperity or security. When no dangers nigh. In heart unfaithful, though external worship undisturbed (ch. 2Ch 29:28). High places, monumental stones and idols, disfigured the land. Apostasy more grievous than before. The first three years walked in the way of David; in the fourth year, decline which neutralised all advantages of immigration, and in the fifth year punishment by invasion and success of Shishak (2Ch 12:2). Such the course of life!

2Ch . A Family Record. In which we find—

1. Kindred mixed together. All three wives of David's family, and his own kindred. 

2. Partiality displayed. "Rehoboam loved Maachah" (2Ch ) for beauty or conformity to his wicked practices. 

3. Numbers in abundance. "Eighteen wives and threescore concubines, and begat twenty-and-eight sons and threescore daughters." The family a divine institution, should be the best of kingdoms and a type of heaven.

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 11

2Ch . Ye shall not go. Little can we at the beginning of an action guess at God's intention at the conclusion [Bishop Hall]. It is one of the greatest praises of God's wisdom that he can turn the evil of men to his own glory [Ibid.].

2Ch . Worship cast off. Whatever is morally wrong cannot be politically right [Burke]. We never do evil so thoroughly and cordially as when we are led to it by a false principle of conscience [Pascal].

"Not thou, O Lord, from us, but we

Withdraw ourselves from thee"

[French].

2Ch . Left, &c. The good men in a kingdom counteract the tendency to anarchy and disruption. "Righteousness exalteth a nation." The guarantee of a nation's progress and stability is to be found, not in the invincibility of its armies, not in the vastness of its commerce, not in the genius, the learning, or the wealth of its citizens, but in the sound morality and religious sentiment of the people [Dr. Thomas].

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-16
CRITICAL NOTES.] This chapter parallel with 1Ki , but considerably enlarges the narrative contained in that passage. The account of Shishak's chariots and horsemen, the composition of his army, the warning and the promise of Shemaiah are wholly new features [Speak. Com.].

2Ch .—The invasion of Shishak. Forsook, details in Kings. All Isa., i.e., all Judah and Benjamin—all Israelites of these tribes. Shishak (Shishonk), first king of 22nd or Bubastic dynasty, which, after the fall of Thebes from proud position of capital, 990 B.C., succeeded to the sovereignty of the whole country [Jam.]. Came to resent provocation or carry out ambitious design, with great number of foreign auxiliaries. 2Ch 12:3. Lubim, Libyans west of Egypt (cf. ch. 2Ch 16:8; Neh 3:9). Suk., called Troglodytes, cave-dwellers, by Sept. Some think they are Semitio Arabs, dwellers in tents. Ethiop., Heb. Cushim, from south of Egypt. 2Ch 12:4. Fenced (ch. 2Ch 11:5-12), fortified with so much trouble. Shem. (ch. 2Ch 11:2). The message not in Kings; addressed to Rehoboam and princes while Shishak before Jerusalem. 2Ch 12:6. Humbled, bowed themselves (chs. 2Ch 7:14; 2Ch 13:18; 2Ch 32:26). Jehovah is just (Ezr 9:15; Neh 9:33). 2Ch 12:7. Some deliverance, i.e., deliverance in a little or short time (cf. Ezr 9:8); respite from total destruction, yet tributary to Egypt. 2Ch 12:8. Know the difference between God's rule and foreign yoke. 2Ch 12:9-11. Came up, &c., resumes description of attack upon Jerusalem. Took everything valuable. Shields borne like maces by owners or guard of the palace when they attended the King in public procession. 2Ch 12:12. Instead of destruction, lit., these were good words; signs of national repentance and amendment; good things, purposes, and practices to which God had regard. "Ver. 12. Concludes the narrative, is additional to Kings and characteristic. It aptly terminates the writer's history of the invasion, which he has presented to us throughout in a strictly moral and didactic aspect" [Speak. Com.].

2Ch .—Rehoboam's reign and death. Strengthened, new life and vigour after invasion; revival of religion and long reign. Years, on age of Rehoboam (cf. 1Ki 12:8; 1Ki 14:21). Naamah, probably a daughter of Nahash (1Ch 19:1). Evil, through unhappy influence of his mother, a heathen foreigner, he received a bias towards idolatry. Prepared not, fixed not; lacked earnestness and consistency. Book, refers to authorities of the reign of which he gives account. Wars, not open war, but incursions and skirmishes on borders for plunder.

HOMILETICS

NATIONAL IDOLATRY AND NATIONAL PUNISHMENT.—2Ch ; 2Ch 12:9-12
Rehoboam did not check introduction of heathen abominations. The lascivious worship of Ashtoreth allowed to exist by side of true religion. "Images" of Baal and fellow-divinities set up, and the worst corruptions tolerated. For fuller account see 1Ki . These evils punished and put down by terrible calamity of Egyptian invasion. 

I. The national Sins. "They had transgressed against the Lord." 

1. In provoking him to jealousy. God announced Himself to be "a jealous God" (Exo ); a God "whose name is jealous." A figure of marriage, in which God, like a husband of his people, is provoked to jealousy by the unfaithfulness of his wife. A strong, suggestive term. 

2. In public worship of idols. Altars and high places built, woods planted, gods and graven images publicly patronised in utter disobedience to God's command. 

3. In rapid spread of immorality. "There were also Sodomites in the land." They did according to all the abominations of the nations, &c. (1Ki ). Paramours consecrated to the gods, a degraded class who practised immorality, traded in wickedness under the sanction of religion. Judah's abominations worse than former days. The splendour of the temple and the pomp of the priesthood; secular privileges and religious teachers restrained not. Their sins were grievous and universal; sins "above all that their fathers had done." 

II. The national punishment. Shishak, king of Egypt, incited by Jeroboam, or ambitious of conquest, invaded the land and humbled the nation in a successful campaign. 

1. The capital was disgraced. Jerusalem entered and pillaged by a heathen army! A national disgrace for a city to be broken down, without walls or defence (Pro ; Neh 2:17). 

2. The cities were taken. Places on which he spent such time and treasure to repair and defend. Great Canaanite towns and Levitical cities east and west of Jordan fell without a struggle. High towers and fortified places no defence against wickedness. "A man shall not be established by wickedness." 

3. The treasures carried away. The palace and the temple robbed. The shields of gold and everything valuable taken away. Deep humiliation, grievous bondage the price of ignominious peace and the retribution of a watchful providence! "I also left you in the hand of Shishak."

THE BELEAGURED COURT.—2Ch 
While Shishak was before the city, Rehoboam and the princes were deliberating in solemn assembly. Warned of sin and punishment, and spared on account of repentance. Notice—

I. The sins committed. "Ye have forsaken me." This the gravamen of offence. Though possessing the temple and the priesthood, yet idolatry mixed with worship of Jehovah. Impure rites and unchecked licence. 

II. The danger threatened. 

1. Forsaken of God. "Therefore have I also left you." Many would think this through negligence in preparations, impolicy in government. Bereft of strength and defence because God had forsaken them. 

2. Besieged by Shishak. "In the hand of Shishak." A hand strong and oppressive. This a natural result. When God forsakes, we are unable to resist, and the enemy conquers. 

III. The humiliation produced. Calamity traced to national sins, repentance and contrition followed. When rebuked we should be humbled, justify God, and judge ourselves. "Even kings and princes must bend or brake before God, either be humbled or be ruined." 

IV. The deliverance granted. "I will grant them some deliverance." A short space was given for amendment, wrath was not poured out like a flood upon the city, yet suzerainty of Egypt had to be accepted. Punishment delayed, not escaped. Destruction of Jerusalem reserved for Nebuchadnezzar. Escape only through Christ and righteous conduct.

SHEMAIAH'S PREACHING.—2Ch 
I. It was divinely taught in its matter. "The word of the Lord came to Shemaiah." Not truth from second-hand or traditional forms. The message not argument nor speculation; but simple, entire word of God. "The preaching that I bid thee" was the command to Jonah. "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God." 

II. It was direct in its aim. A simple, clear utterance, direct as an arrow to its end. Preaching toned down, lacks point, goes not from the heart to the heart. The end missed for want of vitality and definite aim. We must not merely arouse emotion to find vent in action; but preach to save sinners. Chrysostom's hearers admired and applauded; he rebuked and desired amendment of life. "Show your approbation by obedience; that is the only praise I seek." Massillon's hearers felt the word to "strike and stick." Peter's audience "were pricked to the heart" by his earnest appeal. 

III. It was practical in its results. Very great and encouraging; illustrating the power of the Divine word faithfully preached. 

1. In the minds of the people. Why not? Are there not laws in the moral, like chemical affinities in the natural world; between religious truth and the deepest feelings of the human heart? Where one is spoken, why should not the other respond? (a) In acknowledgment of guilt. "They said, The Lord is righteous." (b) In contrition of spirit. "They have humbled themselves." 

2. In the procedure of God. (a) Divine decree revoked. "The wrath of the Lord turned from him, that he would not destroy altogether." (b) Certain deliverance given. "I will grant them some deliverance." (c) Measure of prosperity restored. "Also in Judah things went well" (2Ch ). With results like these pulpit power will never decay. The revivals of Pentecost, of Whitfield and Wesley, may be accomplished again by right men. "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet."

BRASS FOR GOLD, OR COUNTERFEIT PRINCIPLES.—2Ch 
In the plunder of Egyptian king were "golden shields," splendid insignia of Solomon. Old court etiquette kept up notwithstanding its loss, on public and solemn occasions. Inferior metal replaced the gold. This typical of counterfeits in personal conduct, Christian worship, and Christian organisations. 

I. Worthless profession instead of real piety in personal life. Form of godliness without power. Profession "sounding brass or tinkling cymbal," hollow, vain, and useless. Professors degenerate in character, influence, and solid worth. "Thy silver is become dross." Worse even than this, for baser and harder metals express debased and degenerate life. "They are brass and iron" (Jer ). 

II. Idolatrous practices instead of pure worship of God. Men exchange the glory of God for idols of gold and silver. The ritual takes the place of the spiritual. God is forgotten, and images and saints are adored; Mammon and the world worshipped. "They changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image like to corruptible man" (Rom )—(The infinite, spiritual, and divine changed into something finite, material, and human). 

III. False representations by which institutions hide their decline. What folly for Rehoboam to carry shields of brass in customary procession! Vain and proud, he was anxious not to appear degraded by absence of gold shields! In churches deadness and divisions cannot be hidden by noise, numbers, and display. In kingdoms rottenness and decay will not be healed by bribery, court splendour, and successful war. "How is the gold become dim! How is the most fine gold changed!"

REHOBOAM THE UNREADY.—2Ch 
This is the summing-up of Rehoboam's life. He was not so bad as some, but did evil in various ways, not from design as from neglect. Evil effects of the father's sin and mother's idolatry seen in their son; yet another cause, viz., a want of heart. He was not thoroughly consecrated to worship of Jehovah. 

I. He did not begin life with seeking the Lord. 

1. He was young, should have sought wisdom; but went to Shechem without prayer or sacrifice. That which commences without God will end in failure. 

2. He leaned on counsellors, saying, "What advice give ye?" Of those counsellors, he chose worst, younger and prouder nobles. Those who reject divine wisdom generally refuse all other Wisdom 

3. He committed great folly by threatening the people and refusing just demands; and that before he was accepted as their king. None of his father's wisdom. How can they act prudently and prosperously who are not guided of the Lord? 

II. He showed no heart in seeking the Lord afterwards. 

1. He obeyed the voice when the man of God forbade him to fight with Israel; yet afterward forsook the law (2Ch ). He is said to have been "young and tender-hearted," which means soft (2Ch 13:7). 

2. He winked at most horrible crimes among people whom he ought to have judged (1Ki ). 

3. He fell into his father's sins. 

4. He busied himself more for the world than for God. We hear nothing of his worship, but much of his building; nothing of his faith, but much of his fickleness (2Ch ). 

III. He was not fixed and persevering in seeking the Lord. 

1. For three years loyalty to God made him prosper, by bringing better sort from calf worship into Judah (2Ch ), yet he forsook the Lord who prospered him. 

2. He grew proud; and God handed him over to Shishak. 

3. Humbled himself, was pardoned, yet stripped the Lord's house to buy off King of Egypt. 

4. Wrought no great reforms, celebrated no great passover, yet owned "the Lord is righteous" (2Ch ). 

IV. He had no care to seek the Lord thoroughly. Yet no man good by accident; no one goes right without intention to do so. Without heart religion must die. 

1. Human nature departs from the right way, especially in kings tolerated in more sin than others. 

2. Courtiers usually run the wrong way, especially young, proud, and frivolous. Rehoboam lived gay and proud, and gave himself up to their lead. 

3. Underlings apt to follow us and applaud if we go in an evil path, even as Judah followed Rehoboam. Thus those who should lead are led.

The kind of preparation required in diligent and acceptable seeking of the Lord. To feel and confess need in whole of life. Cry unto him for help and wisdom. Yield to his guidance and not follow counsel of vain persons. Be anxious to be right in everything, searching the Scriptures and seeking by prayer to know what to do. Serve the Lord carefully and earnestly, leaving nothing to chance, fashion, or whim. Are there any professors like Rehoboam? Any hopeful young men who lack whole-hearted devotion to the Lord? Any older men who have suffered for vacillation, hesitation, or double-mindedness? Any just escaped from such trouble, but are not firm and ready even now? Oh, for a clear sense of the evil and folly of such a condition! Oh, for the confirming power of the Holy Ghost! Oh, for vital reunion with the Lord Jesus [Spurgeon].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Strong, and forsook the law. No danger, no watchfulness. Prosperity leading to apostasy. In poverty men pray, in weakness and affliction attend God's house, &c. "Established" and "strengthened" leads to say, "Depart from us." "The prosperity of fools destroys them." All Israel with him. 

1. The force of bad example. 

2. The readiness of men to follow it. 

3. The guilt of those who follow, when they should reprove. Example contagious; beneficially or perniciously men influence others; raise them up or bring them down. "Be not partaker of other men's sins."

2Ch . Forsaken me. Conditions of enjoyment, prosperity and success. Awful results of abandonment by God. Prevalent corruption, deeper disgrace, and national disaster.

2Ch . Humiliation the means of deliverance. From the message which was sent them from the Lord we properly observe—I. That sin will surely bring the judgment of God upon us. Nor is there any possibility of escape but by repentance, since God has ordained—II. That sin, in order to its being forgiven, must be repented of. It is, however, no little consolation to know—III. That sin, truly repented of, shall assuredly be forgiven. Application—

1. Have you repented? 

2. Are you pardoned? [C. Simeon, M.A.]. Wrath of God. 

1. Its reality. 

2. Its cause. 

3. Its agencies. 

4. Its suspense. In the midst of judgment God remembers mercy.

2Ch . Know. The discipline of punishment, or great contrasts. 

1. Between the Theocracy, or rule of God, and foreign rule or "servants" of Shishak. 

2. Between the freedom of Christ and the bondage of sin. 

3. Between correction of providence and left alone in folly.

2Ch . Went well. 

1. Many good men in general defection in whom good things were found (1Ki ). 

2. Many good things, in prevalent corruption. Temple, priesthood, sacrifices and ordinances. A few may be "the holy seed, the substance thereof," the preserving principle. Few in Sardis (Rev ).

2Ch . Prepared not. Learn—

1. That serving God will prevent from evil. 

2. That for God's service the heart should be prepared and fixed. 

3. That when the heart is not fixed or prepared men are easily drawn away. 

4. That when men are drawn away from God into evil, consequences are fearful. Weakness ensues, corruptions spread, temptations increase, enemies prevail, and ruin inevitable!

"And he that will be cheated to the last,

Delusions strong as hell shall bind him fast."

2Ch . Book of Shem. Not now extant, though God, if he had pleased, could as well have preserved those books for the use of the church, as he did the holy vessels of the temple from the spoil of Shishak [Trapp]. Providence and goodness of God in preserving and handing down Scriptures to our times. Why not lost, like many classic authors, amid the ruins of the barbarians? From the whole chapter we see—

1. Rehoboam forsaking the law. 

2. Rehoboam punished for his defection. 

3. Rehoboam spared on repenting. 

4. Rehoboam ruined at last for want of decision in religion [Ing. Cobbin].

"But evil is wrought for want of thought

As well as want of heart" [Hood].

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 12

2Ch . Forsook. A man cannot have been three years wise and then have returned to old courses without his return being marked by aggravations of evil. The last state of the man is worse than the first. "The dog is turned to his own vomit again, and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire." To have been halfway to heaven, and then to have been thrown down—what agonies of recollection! [Dr. Parker].

2Ch . Shemaiah the prophet. Ministers of the gospel should be gentle, tender, and affectionate. They should be kind in feeling and courteous in manner, like a father or mother. Nothing is ever gained by a sour, harsh, crabbed, dissatisfied manner. Sinners are never scolded either into duty or into heaven [A. Barnes.] I never was fit to say a word to a sinner except when I had a broken heart myself; when I was melted into penitency, and felt as though I had just received pardon to my soul, when my heart was full of tenderness and pity [Payson].

2Ch . Humbled themselves.

"If hearty sorrow

Be a sufficient ransom for offence,

I tender it here; I do as truly suffer

As e'er I did commit" [Shaks.].

2Ch . Servants. It is not in man's nature to be out of all service, and to be self-dependent. We may choose our master, but God or mammon we must serve. We cannot possibly be in a neutral or intermediate state. Such a state does not exist. If we will not be Christ's servants we are forthwith Satan's, and Christ set us free from Satan only by making us His servants [J. H. Newman].

2Ch . Shields of brass.

"Thus men go wrong with an ingenious skill,

Bend the straight rule to their own crooked will,

And with a clear and shining lamp supplied,

First put it out, then take it for a guide" [Cowper].

2Ch . Things went well. We are called upon to observe the relation and progress of events and to inquire into the moral reasons which explain either their ill-going or their happy advancement. We often speak of things going well in too narrow a sense, simply meaning that property increases, that health is continued, and that the whole outward environment is comfortable and satisfactory. That is not a proper estimate of the whole question. Things can only go well when the heart goes well. When things do not go well we should inquire into moral reasons; why this affliction, why this loss, why this discontent? Out of such faithful self-dealing will come the humbleness, the penitence which are always followed by pardon, restoration, and spiritual harmony [Dr. Parker].

2Ch . Wars.

"Then time turns torment when man turns a fool" [Young].

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-22
CRITICAL NOTES.] This chapter parallel to 1Ki . Abijah succeeds and wars against Jeroboam (2Ch 13:1-4); declares the right of his cause (2Ch 13:4-12); his victory and end (2Ch 13:13-22).

2Ch .—The opening war of Abijah. Abijah, Abijam in Kings. 2Ch 13:2. Michaiah, variation of Maachah (2Ch 11:10; 1Ki 15:2); daughter of Uriel and Tamar, daughter of Absalom. Hence called daughter, i.e., granddaughter of Absalom. 2Ch 13:3. War. Probably Jeroboam sought to wrest whole country from Abijah. Array, i.e., took the field and began war. "The numbers are doubtless large, considering the smallness of the two kingdoms. It must be borne in mind, however, that Oriental armies are mere mobs, vast numbers accompanying the camp in hope of plunder; so that the gross numbers described as going upon the Asiatic expedition are often far from denoting the exact number of the fighting men. But in accounting for the large number of soldiers enlisted in the respective armies of Abijah and Jeroboam, there is no need of resorting to this mode of explanation; for we know, by the census of David, the immense amount of the population that was capable of bearing arms (2Ch 21:5; cf. ch. 2Ch 14:8; 2Ch 17:14) [Jamieson].

2Ch .—Abijah's address to Jeroboam. 2Ch 13:4. Zemaraim, a mount not identified, amid the great range of Central Palestine; upon borders of the two kingdoms. 2Ch 13:5. Gave. Divine right claimed, but conditions omitted (Psa 132:12; Psa 89:30-32). Salt, i.e., a covenant inviolable, irrevocable (Lev 2:13; Num 18:19). Salt emblem of perpetuity. 2Ch 13:6. Rebelled. Jeroboam upbraided as a usurper, and his subjects as rebels. 2Ch 13:7. Vain men, i.e., "low fellows," "persons of the baser sort" (cf. Jud 9:4; 2Sa 6:20). Belial, profitless and evil (Deu 13:13). Young, i.e., new to his work, inexperienced. Tender-hearted, wanting in resolution and spirit. 2Ch 13:8. Religious condition of two kingdoms now contrasted. Enemy proud of a great multitude, and with them golden calves, proofs of apostasy. 2Ch 13:9. Cast out (ch. 2Ch 11:14). Seven, "a bullock and two rams" the offering required at original consecration of sons of Aaron (Exo 29:1; Lev 8:2). It appears that Jeroboam, for reasons of his own, enlarged the sacrifice and required it at the consecration of every priest [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 13:10. Judah had pure and regular observance of ordinances of Moses. Not forsaken. God with them (only in a certain degree). They had daily sacrifice with all its accompaniments. 2Ch 13:11. God himself their captain. Priests with their trumpets brought to war in remembrance of God's command (Num 10:9), and example of Moses (Num 31:6). The war, therefore, sacred war.

2Ch .—Abijah's victory. Ambush. To surprise in front and rear; made while Abijah was haranguing. 2Ch 13:14. Cried. A panic might have ensued if leaders had not looked to God and "sounded trumpets," which was a pledge of victory and help to the men (Num 10:9; Num 31:6). Judah responded, and the rush was resistless. 2Ch 13:17. Great slaughter. Nothing in original to indicate this was all in one day. The writer is probably compressing into a few words the circumstances of the whole war [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 13:18. Under. Humbled, defeated, not made tributary. 2Ch 13:19. Bethel. Frontier town in which one of calves placed. Towns, villages or suburbs. 2Ch 13:20. Defeat so great that Jeroboam did not recover in Abijah's time. He died in second year of Asa (1Ki 15:25). Struck. Probably the message of the prophet Ahijah (1Ki 14:10; 1Ki 12:15).

2Ch .—Abijah's end. Mighty. "Took courage, grew bold," after security; like his father and grandfather, gave himself to indulgence and multiplied wives. 2Ch 13:22. Story, commentary, "the midrash or memoir, which was extant in the time of the chronist, or the original form from which he drew his information" [Murphy].

HOMILETICS

ATTEMPT TO REVERSE DIVINE ARRANGEMENTS.—2Ch 
God permitted revolt of ten tribes and Rehoboam forbidden to regain them (ch. 2Ch ). Frequent skirmishes between kings of Judah and Israel (ch. 2Ch 12:15). Jeroboam now takes advantage of Abijah's youth, and judging from the speech, claims the crown and invades the territory of Judah. No prophet forbade the war, Jeroboam had forfeited all claims to protection, his effort in vain, the Divine arrangements could not be upset. 

I. An attempt most daring in its design. "Now ye think to withstand the kingdom of the Lord" (2Ch ). A kingdom not set up by men, but established and perpetuated by Divine decree in the house of David. The design indicates pride, presumption, and impiety. Might as well withstand, resist the rolling planet or the rising tide. "If this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought (be overthrown); but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, &c." (Act 5:39). 

II. An attempt depending upon numbers for its success. "Ye be a great multitude" (2Ch ). "There is no king saved by the multitude of an host; a mighty man is not delivered by much strength." "Behold the multitude melted away" in the armies of Xerxes, Sennacherib, and Napoleon, before the presence and purpose of God. "Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken in pieces." 

III. The numbers employed in the attempt were men of worthless character. The best soldiers, men of courage and character, generally selected for daring enterprises (Cromwell's Ironsides, Havelock's Saints). But the army of Jeroboam composed of worthless men. 

1. The king himself stained with ungodly actions. Jeroboam an idolater and innovator in past. Now found rebelling against God and taking advantage of Abijah's youth, as he did of Rehoboam's weakness (2Ch ). 

2. The men employed were a mixed mob. (a) "Vain men," loose in character and useless in war (Cataline's comrades). Plenty such now, "empty fellows," ready to join any cause, follow any leader who pays best. "I have not sat with vain persons." (b) The children of Belial, wicked men, hating all control and setting up any that would carry out their wishes. Abimelech hired "vain and light persons, which followed him" (Jud ). 

IV. Hence the utter failure of the attempt. "God smote Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah" (2Ch ). "When omnipotence goes forth to war, what can be the issue of the battle? When God takes the glittering sword, and his hand lays heavy in judgment, can grasshoppers stand before him?" "There is no wisdom, nor understanding, nor counsel against the Lord." Julian the Apostate could not falsify prediction. The word was uttered and the secession a fact. The powers of earth and hell could not change that. "For he spake and it was done; he commanded and it stood fast." Hence beware "lest haply ye be found," in daily life and moral conduct, "even to fight against God."

A GREAT SPEECH.—2Ch 
Abijah had entered the enemies' territory—stood upon eminence. Jeroboam's army at foot of the hill, and according to ancient custom Abijah harangued, poured out invective and abuse upon the enemy and extolled his own merits. 

I. Its claims concerning Judah. God recognised in the gift of the kingdom; in the worship of the temple, with its legal priesthood and regular sacrifices; in the warfare of life. "The Lord is our God and we have not forsaken him." He claims the right position and obeys the true commands. Conceptions of God affect doctrine and practice. Custom, law, and outward restraints may keep right in some things; but only feeling of dependence upon God, sense of responsibility to him and constant acknowledgment of him, will give security, strength, and dignity to inheritance. 

II. Its accusations against Israel. Jeroboam a rebel and usurper, and must be put down. He was leading a revolutionary party, "sons of Belial." He had not the beauty and established order of worship, the legal priesthood; but golden calves, illegal and heathen priests, desecrated altars, and a hopeless cause. Abijah no usurper nor idolater! Whatever the corruptions of his kingdom, it was better than Israel, &c.! Thus men may deny the power of religion and boast of its form—view themselves not in their defects and infirmities, but in their good qualities and virtues. In lofty and contemptuous tones recite their merits and condemn their adversaries. Trust in themselves that they are righteous and despise others. 

III. Its passionate appeal to the people. "O children of Israel, fight ye not against the Lord God of your fathers" (2Ch ). Religion is appealed to. God is concerned; the war sacred and religious. History appealed to. Abijah in historic line, they were cutting themselves off from its unity, currents, and privileges, and setting the God of their fathers at nought. Humanity appealed to; why engage in a fruitless war? "For ye shall not prosper." What folly, base ingratitude to fight against God!

A GREAT BATTLE.—2Ch 
Jeroboam planning while Abijah speaking. Address unheeded. A detachment sent quietly round foot of the hill. Abijah and his men found themselves surrounded. Leaders "cried unto the Lord," Judah rallied, responded with a war-shout, which preserved from panic and led to victory. 

I. Fought with unequal forces. 

1. Human aid on one side. A proud king, immense multitudes, skill and generalship. 

2. God's presence on the other side. Presence in temple, on field of battle, and with symbols of victory (Num ; Num 31:6). No wise king enters upon war without due preparation to stand his ground, despite formidable odds. "What king going to make war against another king sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand?" Common sense should teach us not to begin any costly work without materials to finish it; not to undertake what we have neither strength nor will to achieve, nor that in which we are not prepared, if need be, to sacrifice life itself. 

II. Fought for an impossible end. "For the cause was of God" (ch. 2Ch ). If the decree of Darius and the superscription of Pilate could not be altered, neither could the established fact, the fixed arrangements of God. All opposition abortive, can never set aside the plans and processes of Divine government, and will re-act upon the rebel himself. The Great Maker and Ruler of the universe does not act by necessity nor by caprice, but by intelligent plan. Man may change his purpose, because defective or impracticable. God is absolutely perfect. "He is in one mind, and who can turn him?" 

III. Hence utter failure in the attempt. "The children of Judah prevailed" (2Ch ). Terrible slaughter, towns and cities captured. "The children of Israel were brought under at that time," utterly defeated in their purpose. "Ambushment," stratagems cannot thwart God. "Eight hundred thousand chosen men" no more avail than one thousand. Folly to resist God and harden ourselves in sin, by disobeying his commands, by rebelling against his providential dealings, and by refusing the offers of mercy. "He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength; who hath hardened himself against him and prospered?" "Ye shall not prosper" (2Ch 13:12).

RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE AND PRACTICAL APOSTASY

Abijah here at his best; eloquent in speech, religious in appearance, and victorious in conflict. Read account in Kings to form a true estimate. He walked in the sins of Rehoboam, and his heart "was not perfect before God." He boasted of religious observances, yet guilty of idolatry and its attendant immoralities (1Ki ). Learn—

I. The folly of judging men by outward forms or special occasions. Forms may be assumed, put on like clothes for the occasion. Circumstances may call forth the best of the man. Religious for the occasion. 

II. Men may hide their sins under the garb of religious practices. Domestic evils and personal inconsistency hidden by outward worship, liberal giving, &c. The dark side covered with the bright side, truth defended and its claims resisted. 

III. Men may reproach others for sins of which they are guilty themselves. Abijah blamed Jeroboam for casting off God, when he was not right with God himself. His own character not better than that of his enemy. The Jews condemned the Gentiles for doing the same things which they virtually did themselves. Greville, in his memoirs, exhibits the very faults, critics say, which he freely condemns in kings, queens, and nobles. "Thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art, that judgest: for wherein (the matter in which) thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest (substantially) the same things" (Rom ).

"Be not too rigidly censorious:

A string may jar in the best master's hand,

And the most skilful archer miss his aim" [Roscommon].

ABIJAH'S RELIGION

1. Defective in its source. Springing from a divided heart. "His heart was not perfect" and "he walked in the sins of his father." 

2. Occasional in its appearance. Called into vigour by special exigency, fitful in operation, a religion for special seasons. Much loud and spurious religion now; demonstrative on extraordinary occasions, at ordinary times lukewarm and languid. In times of war many awake, put on armour; in time of quietness at home and early life they are found in enemy's camp. 

3. Prominent in its display. Great in reform, eloquent in speech, prominent in actions. Circumstances brought him to the front. But only a religion of place and occasional service. 

4. Uncertain in its duration. David before the giant, Judas Maccabus before the host of Epiphanes could not have been more prominent and more ready, but piety no vital, lasting hold upon him. A heart weakened and dissipated by double allegiance, became alienated; service a vicious compromise; religion a mere episode, an interlude in a life of flagrant idolatry!

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Covenant of salt. 

1. A bond of intimate friendship. "To eat salt together an act of sure friendship and mutual attachment," friendship inviolable, incorruptible. 

2. A pledge of perpetuity. Salt consolidates and preserves. The "lamp" or "torch" of David was always to burn (1Ki ; 2Ki 8:19). Often on verge of extinction through sins within and darkness without, but house of David never perished. "It is the struggle between these contending elements to which, after the shock of the disruption, the kingdom and church of Judah was exposed, that gives the main interest to the period of the seven first successors of Solomon. Both kingdom and church were menaced with destruction at its commencement. At its close both were established on a basis sufficiently solid to withstand the dangers of the later period for two more centuries" [Stanley].

2Ch . Abijah's remonstrance with Jeroboam. I. We shall consider the words of our text—

1. In reference to the contest then pending between Judah and Israel; 

2. Abijah's address was certainly striking and judicious; 

3. The event justified his expectations. II. In reference to the contest now existing between God and sinners. 

1. There is a contest now pending; 

2. Suffer the word of exhortation; 

3. From the former view of this subject we may learn how to obtain the blessing of God upon our aims; 

4. From the latter view of this subject we may learn how to escape the destruction to which we are exposed [C. Simeon, M.A.].

2Ch . Man's extremity and God's power to help. Judah in very great danger inveigled by ambushment. I. God's people often brought into extremities. 

1. By their own foolish enterprises. 

2. By the temptations of their enemies. 

3. By the providence of God leading them to test and train them. "Their defence (Heb. shadow. God a shadow from heat and tempest) departed from them (Num ). II. God's people delivered by him in extremities. Jeroboam had two to one against Abijah, but lost the day. Sense sees no deliverance, reason declares it unlikely, but faith assures it will come. "The Lord is with us." 

1. By prayer. "They cried unto the Lord." 

2. By supernatural power. "God delivered them into their hand." Israel at Red Sea against the Ethiopians (2Ch ). In the day of great distress and great danger to God's people in Germany, Luther cried in his closet, and came out, declaring to friends "Vicimus, vicimus," we have overcome, we have overcome. From that day Charles the Fifth issued a proclamation that none should be further molested for religion. "Thou art my deliverer: God is the Lord of Hosts, with him alone is strength and power to deliver Israel."

2Ch . Death a common lot. 

1. It is inevitable. Knocks with impartial step at the door of the cottage and the palace of the prince, says Horace. It is appointed unto all men. Cannot be bribed by prosperity ("Abijah waxed mighty"), nor postponed by adversity ("neither did Jeroboam recover strength"). 

2. It is peculiar in method. Abijah's a natural death, "slept with his fathers." Jeroboam "struck." He never survived defeat; stung by accusing conscience, or inflicted by lingering, incurable disease (like Jehoram, 2Ch ) which at last killed him. Death terminates all earthly glory.

"Death hath ten thousand several doors

For men to take their exits"

[John Webster].

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 13

2Ch . Salt. The Orientals were accustomed to ratify their federal engagements by salt. This substance has, among the ancients, the emblem of friendship and fidelity, and therefore used in all their sacrifices and covenants. It is a sacred pledge of hospitality which they never venture to violate. Numerous instances occur of travellers in Arabia, after being plundered and stripped by the wandering tribes of the desert, claiming the protection of some civilised Arab who, after receiving him into his tent and giving him salt, instantly relieves his distress, and never forsakes him till he has placed him in safety. An agreement thus ratified is called in Scripture "a covenant of salt" [Paxton].

2Ch . Religion. When some people talk of religion they mean they have heard so many sermons and performed so many devotions, and thus mistake the means for the end. But true religion is an habitual recollection of God, and intention to serve Him, and thus turns everything into gold [John Newton]. For in religion as in friendship, they who profess most are ever the least sincere [Sheridan]. The dispute about religion and the practice of it seldom go together [Young].

2Ch . God delivered. The craft of the Church's enemies is never but accompanied with cruelty, and their cruelty is seldom without craft. But in things wherein they deal proudly, God is above them, and by his presence with his people he brings all their plots, counsels, and enterprises to nought. The enemies of the Jews in Nehemiah's time made great brags at first what they would do, but when they saw their plots discovered, and their purposes defeated, they are presently crestfallen, and have no mind nor courage to advance at all. To plotters may be applied what is said of Charles VIII., King of France, in his expedition against Naples: "That he came into the field like thunder and lightning, but went out like a snuff; more than a man at first, and less than a woman at last." In all ages of the world, God's signal presence with his people hath delivered them and frustrated the designs and counsels of the wicked [Thomas Brooks].

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-15
CRITICAL NOTES.] Asa succeeds, suppresses idols, and defends his kingdom (2Ch ; cf. 1Ki 15:8-12; 1Ki 15:14-15). Gains victory over Zerah and spoils Ethiopians.

2Ch .—Asa destroys idol. Reigned, mounted the throne very young. Quiet, continued effect of the great battle of Zemaraim (cf. 1Ki 15:11-14). Good (ch. 2Ch 31:20). Strange, gods of foreign origin. Idolatry of Judah now detailed for first time. High places first mentioned (Num 23:3). Images, statues in stone of Baal. Groves, trunks or stocks of trees, dedicated to Ashtoreth, the Venus of Phœnicians. 2Ch 14:5. Images, sun-images of Baal, different from images in 2Ch 14:3 (cf. 2Ch 34:4; Lev 26:30).

2Ch .—Asa's military defences. Built, fortresses dismantled when Shishak made successful invasion. Judæa had been a dependency upon Egypt (ch. 2Ch 12:8), and dared not to erect fresh fortifications. Now Egypt weak, Asa grew bold, strengthened himself against his southern and northern neighbours. Among cities restored, probably most of those fortified by Rehoboam (ch. 2Ch 11:6-10) [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 14:7. Land, i.e., unoccupied by the foe; free and open to go where we please. 2Ch 14:8. Targets, Judah heavy armed; Benjamin, a warlike tribe, light armed, using sling and bow (Jud 20:16; 1Ch 8:40). The number embraced all capable of carrying arms and liable to service.

2Ch .—Asa defeats the Ethiopians or Cushites. So called by Greeks, because their faces were burned or blackened by sun. Zerah, supposed to be Osorken (Usarken) II., third King of Egypt after Shishak, second king of twenty-second dynasty. Object of invasion to chastise Asa and bring Judah under yoke again. 2Ch 14:9. Mar., one of cities fortified by Rehoboam (ch. 2Ch 11:8), in line of march from Egypt. 2Ch 14:10. Went out, lit. before him, sensible of inferiority but confident in God. Nothing with thee, "it is alike to thee to help the powerful or the weak, thou canst as easily, i.e., help the weak as the strong" [Speak. Com.]. There is none beside thee to help between the mighty and the powerless, i.e., no other than thou can help in an unequal conflict; meaning, of course, give help to the weaker side [Keil]. 2Ch 14:12. Smote, gave strength to smite. 2Ch 14:13. Destroyed, broken before his camp. Enemy unable to rally, pursued to Gerar, south, twenty miles at least from scene of battle. Cities of Philistines spoiled, because they likely accompanied Zerah in his expedition. 2Ch 14:15. Tents, nomadic tribes in neighbourhood of Gerar conquered, and camels and sheep taken as prey. Besor flows through this region, hence fertility and food for man and beast. All terrified at Asa's victory and unable to resist.

HOMILETICS

ASA THE REFORMER.—2Ch 
Asa as a constitutional monarch acted like David, endeavoured to abolish the traces and polluting customs of idolatry. Pursued his purpose with earnestness and impartiality. 

I. The reforms which he introduced. Regarding God himself, he took advantage of his authority and tranquillity, tried to undo the evil left by his father (1Ki ), and by his grandfather (1Ki 14:22). 

1. He destroyed idolatry. Altars and high places pulled down; broke images of Baal; destroyed public objects and relics of idolatry in Jerusalem and other cities. "When God lets loose upon the world a thinker, let men beware," says one. When God raises up a true Reformer, he will secure attention and accomplish a great work. 

2. He revived religious worship. Useless to put down evil without setting up good. Outward reformation defective, A revived religion. 

(1.) By personal example. He "did that which was good and right, &c." 

(2.) By the use of his authority. "He commanded Judah, &c." (2Ch ). Religion requires no human edicts and decrees to support it. But those in authority may recommend it. 

II. The spirit in which he carried out the reforms. 

1. A spirit of self-consecration. Self first. He did not engage in work to which he had not devoted himself. Many work for God who are not consecrated unto God. Reform self before you reform others. 

2. A spirit of zeal. He began early, executed boldly and spared no dignity. The "king's mother" deposed from her position, her idol destroyed, and its ashes thrown into the brook Kidron (1Ki ). "See, I have set thee over (appointed thee to the oversight of) the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out and to pull down, &c." (Jer 1:10). 

III. The rule by which he was guided in the reforms. "Asa did good and right in the eyes of the Lord." Not what was expedient, pleasing to himself, or to his courtiers. He sought to please God. God discerns conduct; dishonoured by the zeal of some; susceptibility to be influenced by him should be cultivated. Act ever under "the Great Taskmaster's eye." "Thou God seest me." Thus Asa the reformer an example to us in purpose, spirit, and conduct—in pulling down Popery, Ritualism, and idolatry, in setting forth true religion by personal life and public teaching.

ASA THE PRUDENT.—2Ch 
In time of peace he strengthened his kingdom with fortifications and armies. 

I. Prudent in tracing peace to the right source. "The Lord had given him rest." Not gained by his valour and success over Abijah. No foes at hand, progress undisputed because God protected. "When he giveth quietness, who then can make trouble" in the land? When God bestows comfort and peace in the home and in the heart, who can take away? But when he hideth the face (condemns), who then can behold him (enjoy his power or remove the sentence of death)? Whether it be done against (towards) a nation, or against a man only? (Job ). 

II. Prudent in making the best use of peace. Like a wise king he observed "the land before him" free and needing improvements. 

1. Mindful of danger, he prepared for defensive war. "To be prepared for war is one of the most effectual means of preserving peace," said Washington. 

2. Conscious of weakness, he raised an army. Not perhaps a standing army, but militia, trained-bands of the country. Judah mustered a share. Benjamin, formerly little Benjamin (Psa ), had greatly increased. The little one by God's blessing had become a thousand. These tribes, armed offensively and defensively, were ready for action. 

3. Depending upon his people, he enlisted their efforts. "Therefore he said, Let us build" (2Ch ). Many rulers raise an army, levy taxes, and govern without consent of the people. This arbitrary conduct will create tumult and endanger the throne (Chas. 1.). Self-willed monarchs have destroyed kingdoms and ruined themselves. "For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war; and in multitude of councillors there is safety."

"But war's a game which, were their subjects wise,

Kings would not play at" [Cowper].

ASA THE CONQUEROR.—2Ch 
"Zerah the Ethiopian mistook quietness for languor, and made the vulgar mistake of supposing that silence was indifference. He did not know that repose is the very highest expression of power" [Dr. Parker]. An expedition prepared, a million soldiers gathered to subjugate Asa and bring Juda under Egyptian yoke. Asa shrank not from war, met and conquered the foe. 

I. The source to which, he looked for help. "Asa cried unto the Lord his God." 

1. To God's strength. He knew God in peace and looked to him in war—believed in God's power to help with few or many, to weak or strong. Man, mortal man, could not prevail against him. God omnipotent, works how he likes, and depends not upon numbers. "For there is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or by few." 

2. To God's strength gained by prayer. Help ever ready, only available by seeking. Prayer before battle short, earnest, and intense. Notice ground of confidence, "Thou art our God," well tried and ever sufficient; active reliance, "We rest on thee." Thus can we only overcome in temptations and spiritual conflicts. 

II. The spirit in which he entered the fight. Not cowardly and fearful. God gives not the spirit of fear, but of courage. "Be thou strong and courageous." The war not aggressive, but sacred; for God's glory, not his own, "In thy name." "Jehovah-Nissi, the Lord my banner," the standard or ensign around which we must rally to indicate our party, define our cause, and march to victory. He is the captain of our salvation, fights our battles, and wins our victories. He bids us to fight, not his will that we should be timorous and weak, "In the name of our God we will set up our banner." 

III. The victory by which it was distinguished. "The Lord smote the Egyptians before Asa." The foe driven like straw before the wind; pursued and overcome. Cities smitten, cattle taken, and booty enormous. "The defeat of Zerah is one of the most remarkable events in the history of the Jews. On no other occasion did they meet in the field or overcome the forces of either of the two great monarchies between which they were placed. Under Asa they appear to have gained a complete and most glorious victory, over the entire force of Egypt, or of Ethiopia wielding the power of Egypt" [Speak. Com.].

WARFARE AND PRAYER.—2Ch 
Notice in the prayer—

I. A devout acknowledgment of the Divine government. From God alone he received the kingdom, and by him alone could he defend it. He was supreme, and could help against "a great multitude." "He breaketh down" kingdoms and cities—Sodom, Babylon, Petra, and Pompeii—and "they cannot be built again;" He builds up and none can "pull down"—God's agency is traced over man and nations, in nature and religion. 

II. The obedient method in which he conducted the war. The spirit of dependence upon God; the spirit of hope and prayer. The spirit of Moses, Samuel, and David. In prayer he may expect courage and help, such reinforcements "the gift of the knees."

"Hast thou not learned what thou art often told,

A truth still sacred, and believed of old,

That no success attends on spears and swords

Unblest, and that the battle is the Lord's?" [Cowper].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Right. 

1. Right is good (acceptable) to God, when the heart is put into it. Its Right is good to man, helpful to temporal and spiritual interests. But right implies rule, law of rectitude. The rule followed, constantly obeyed, to be acceptable. God's law must be path of duty and this path pursued firmly, without pause or retrograde step.

2Ch . Given him rest. 

1. God the sovereign dispenser of quietness or comfort to individuals. Gives peace to awakened sinners in Christ. Peace and rest the fruit of faith in him. 

2. God the sovereign dispenser of quietness and comfort to nations and churches. To nations (1Ch ). To churches (Act 4:31). He makes peace in our borders (Psa 147:7-14); causes wars to cease to the ends of the earth (Psa 46:9). 2Ch 14:7. Rest. It did his heart good to think how piously they had purchased their present peace; and therefore he repeateth it (Zec 8:19) [Trapp].

2Ch . The Holy War. Undertaken for a sacred purpose—with confidence of divine help, to maintain the honour and service of God. The parties most unequally matched. The Lord Jehovah and mortal, feeble man. How can man prevail against his Maker! The folly of opposing God. The war-cry most stimulating. Assurance in God's name gives comfort in trouble, triumph in conflict. It is strength impregnable and sufficient for greatest dangers. Only under this one ensign, lifted above all other banners of the sacramental host, bearing this one name, can we ascribe the words: In hoc vinces.

2Ch . Before his host. Before his camp; the army of Asa, the camp of Jehovah, who resided in it, defended it, and led it to victory. "Earlier expositors fancied that the reference was to a heavenly, a host of angels, according to Gen 32:2 seq." [Keil].

2Ch . Fear of the Lord. Its effect upon men now renders them fearful and helpless, what hereafter! Who can stand before him? Resist not, but humbly submit and be saved.

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 14

2Ch . High places. No sooner is a temple built for God, but the Devil builds a chapel hard by [Geo. Herbert]. Man is a born idol-worshipper, sight-worshipper, so sensuous, imaginative is he; and also partakes much of the nature of an ape [Carlyle].

"'Tis to make idols, and to find them clay"

[Mrs. Hemans].

2Ch . Built. Prudence is an ability of judging what is best in the choice both of the end and of the means [Groves]. No evil can surprise us if we watch, no evil can hurt us if we pray [Bp. Hall].

2Ch . This is the largest collected army of which we hear in Scripture; but it does not exceed the known numbers of Oriental armies in ancient times. Darius Codomannus brought into the field at Arbela a force one million and forty thousand. Xerxes crossed into Greece with certainly above a million of combatants. Artaxerxes Mnemon collected one million two hundred and sixty thousand men, to meet the attack of the younger Cyrus [Speak. Com.].

2Ch . Fled. The results which follow are most striking. The southern power cannot rally from the blow, but rapidly declines, and for above three centuries makes no further effort in this direction. Assyria grows in strength, continually pushes her arms further, and finally under Sargon and Sennacherib, penetrates to Egypt itself. All fear of Egypt as an aggressive power ceases; and the Israelites learn instead to lean upon the Pharaohs for support (2Ki 17:4; 2Ki 18:21; Isa 30:2-4). Friendly ties alone connect the two countries; and it is not till B.C. 609 that an Egyptian force again enters Palestine with a hostile intention [Ibid.]

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-19
CRITICAL NOTES.] A prophetic warning (2Ch ). Asa's reforms (2Ch 15:8-11); renewal of covenant (2Ch 15:12-19), and deposes Maachah.

2Ch .—Azariah warns Asa. Spirit upon A. (cf. Num 24:2). Oded, by some Iddo, prophet and historian of two preceding reigns. Names differ very slightly in Heb. Seek him (cf. 1Ch 28:9; Jer 29:13), as they had done in battle (2Ch 15:3-6). A future condition predicted according to some. "Israel here is used generally for the whole people of God; and the reference is especially to the many apostasies in the days of the Judges (Jud 3:7-12; Jud 6:1; Jud 8:33; Jud 10:6), which were followed by repentance and deliverance" [Speak. Com.]. Priest, succession unbroken, but occasions when none taught true religion. 2Ch 15:5. Peace, free communications interrupted; commotions, great vexations (Amo 3:9; Deu 28:20). 2Ch 15:6. Destroyed, different provinces crushed one another by contentions among themselves. 2Ch 15:7. Strong, i.e., be firm, continue faithful to Jehovah. Reward will follow, as in conquest of Zerah.

2Ch .—Asa's religious reforms. Earlier reforms only partial success. Animated by Azariah, he became more zealous, extirpated abominations in his own kingdom, in cities which his father had taken from Jeroboam, and renewed altar of burnt offering before porch. 2Ch 15:9. Gathered. Pious Israelites drawn into the territory of Judah by reformed worship, for solemn renewal of national covenant. 2Ch 15:10. Third month, Sivan, corresponding with June. 2Ch 15:11. Same time, Heb. in that day; the day on which the festival was celebrated, sixth of third month, the Feast of Weeks. Offered peace-offerings, in communion with Jehovah and with one another (Lev 7:11-21). Spoil, brought by them as thank-offerings (cf. ch. 2Ch 14:13).

2Ch .—Renewal of national covenant. Seek the Lord and to execute with vigour laws which make idolatry punishable with death (Exo 22:20; Deu 17:2-5; Heb 10:28). 2Ch 15:15. Oath taken in solemn and joyful emotion. God was found, because sincerely sought, and gave them rest (2Ch 15:15). 2Ch 15:16. Maachah (cf. 1Ki 15:13) "held honoured place of queen-mother, like Sultana Walide of East," withdrawn from rank and her idol destroyed. 2Ch 15:17. High places, hills on which sacrifices were offered, were not entirely destroyed by people, though intended by the King. 2Ch 15:18. Things, for ornament and repairs. 2Ch 15:19. War. As B. died in the 26th year of Asa (1Ki 16:8), it appears, from 2Ch 15:10 and from ch. 2Ch 16:1-9, that the date here ought to be, not the 35th, but the 25th year at Asa. This allows a period of repose after the reform of Asa [Murphy].

HOMILETICS

RECIPROCAL FELLOWSHIP.—2Ch 
The prophet met Asa in returning from victorious pursuit. Signal success a proof of God's presence; victory the reward of implicit trust in him. Keep close to God and he will bless you; forsake him and you reap the fruits of apostasy. As you deal with him he will deal with you. 

I. A distinguished privilege. God's presence with them. In the ordinances of his house, in special providence, and covenant engagements. God owns them as his people, protects them from enemies, and prospers them in all things. This a glory and happiness beyond description. Not in good things common to them with the world, but the distinguished privilege of God's people, to possess his favour and enjoy his presence. "Happy is that people whose God is the Lord." 

II. The conditions on which this privilege is enjoyed. "While ye be with Him." Nothing bestowed arbitrarily nor kept without care. The duration and degree of happiness on certain conditions. 

1. Reasonable conditions. If we do not seek, nor care for God, is it likely that he will be with us? "How can two walk together except they be agreed?" 

2. Scriptural conditions. A doctrine of Scripture that God's continual favour depends upon obedience and perseverance, "continuance in well-doing." "Draw nigh to God and he will draw nigh to you." "Ye shall seek me and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart." 

3. Wise conditions. To put us on guard and caution against danger. To comfort in sorrow and encourage in effort. Seek and ye shall find. Serve and you shall succeed. Forsake God and present triumphs, present enjoyments are not secure.

DARK SHADOWS ON A BRIGHT DAY.—2Ch 
Azariah did not congratulate Asa on splendid victory, nor indulge in flattery to court princely favour. The speech appears unsuitable for the occasion. Whether it unfolds future apostasy or describes past history, it is a prophetic warning, a gloomy picture on a bright day. It proves necessary connection between God's service and human weal, and dwells on apostasy with its fearful consequences. 

I. The awful apostasy. Turning away. 

1. Practical atheism. "Without the true God." A God of truth (Jer ), "the God of Amen" (Isa 65:16). Idols not true, nonentities. "An idol is nothing in the world." Hence true here not only opposed to error and idolatry, but to emptiness, deceit, and God's character. Everything else a lie, and idolatry the greatest lie. Practically to be without God, to be in darkness, error, and uncertainty. 

2. Deprived of priestly function. No instruction and guidance for ministers, or no reverence and regard for their office. Sad when the light of ministry is darkened. "Without a teaching priest" descriptive of spiritual destitution. For duty of a priest is to "keep" (store up and distribute) "knowledge, and they (people) shall seek the law (God's will) at his mouth, &c." (Mal ). 

3. Prevalence of moral disorder. "Without law." Where no direction is, no law can govern. God's law forgotten, and every one a law to himself. Right neither taught nor practised. Rectitude perverted, and whatever straight made crooked. Natural conscience and God's command defied, and as in age of Nero nothing unlawful. 

II. The terrible judgments which followed apostasy. Consequences of forsaking God set forth in expressive terms. 

1. Widespread anarchy. "No peace to him that went out" (2Ch ). No free intercourse nor safe abode in any village. "The highways were unoccupied," i.e., rested from noise of chariots, and the feet of the travellers walked (for safety) through by-ways (winding, unfrequented ways) (Jud 5:6). In times of public panic resort to subterranean hiding-places (ch. 2Ch 6:2). 

2. Civil dissensions. Vexations in various regions of the land. "Nation was destroyed of nation," beaten in pieces by oppression and war. Gilead against Ephraim, and Benjamin against other tribes, until almost exterminated (cf. Jud ; Jud 20:33-48; illus. by Wars of the Roses, the Commonwealth, and American Civil War). 

3. General calamity. "For God did vex them with all adversity, confounded them with all kinds of oppressions," social and national. Depth of corruption brought severity of chastisement. Idolatry and evil-doing most provoking; judgment most crushing and bitter, retribution like a consuming fire. "Through the wrath of the Lord of hosts is the land darkened (with smoke, 2Ch ), and the people shall be as the fuel of the fire" (Isa 9:19).

"Take heed: for God holds vengeance in His hand

To hurl upon their heads that break His law" [Shakes.].

III. The way of escape from these judgments. "The Lord is with you, while ye be with him, &c." 

1. This a fact in Divine procedure. Proved in days of Judges, division of the two kingdoms, recent victory, and in all periods of national history. "Why transgress ye the commandments of the Lord, that ye cannot prosper? because ye have forsaken the Lord, he hath forsaken you." 

2. This a warning for the future. Victory over Zerah should teach something. God's blessing upon all who steadfastly adhere to him, but abandon him and he will abandon you. Hence be quickened in your work (2Ch ). Resolve with energy to carry it on amid opposition. The most blessed results to yourself and others will follow. "If thou seek him he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him he will cast thee off for ever."

ASA'S CONTINUED REFORMS.—2Ch 
The warning had influence. Asa obeyed, took courage, and entered upon measures judicious, decisive, and extensive. 

I. The character of the reforms upon which he entered. Destructive of evil and establishment of good. 

1. He sought to extirpate idolatry. "Put way the abominable idols. (a) Idolatry most prevalent. In his own territory, "the land of Judah and Benjamin;" in cities taken by his father (2Ch ). (b) Idolatry most abominable. Idol of king's mother horrible, of some monstrous kind; so obscene that it was publicly burned under the walls of Jerusalem (2Ch 15:16). We should purify our hearts and land; destroy gods material, literary and moral, worshipped in our days. 

2. He engaged in needful repairs. "Renewed the altar, &c." (2Ch ). Reconstructed a temporary altar like that of Solomon (2Ch 7:7), for extraordinary sacrifices on special occasions; or renewed, embellished the one desecrated in reigns of Rehoboam and Abijah. All reforms began here. Prophets and reformers of O.T. especially concerned for the altar and restoration of Divine worship. Decayed altars signify neglected sacrifices, perverted religion, and practical apostasy. In revivals, offerings, and thanksgiving restored. 

3. He pledged the nation to solemn covenant. "They entered into a covenant." Humble for sin, they renewed their obligations; joined together in pledges to keep the law and punish disobedience, (a) To seek the Lord. Seek the laws, favour, and help of their father's God, whom they had forsaken. Seek with heart and soul, with diligence and energy. Naturally without God, he must seek in faith, penitence, and under guidance of Holy Spirit, (b) To punish idolators. Punishment severe, "put to death;" impartial, "small or great, man or woman;" universal, "whosoever, &c." Must not go too far in penalty and severity. Christianity advances by charity, not by persecution. "We do not find this engagement expressly made in other renewals of the covenant. It would, however, be implied in them, since it was one of the commandments (see Exo ; Deu 13:9-15; Deu 17:2-7) [Speak. Com.]. 

II. The spirit in which he carried out these reforms. 

1. A spirit of vigour. No trifling with the occasion. His foundation broad, and the policy built upon it gracious, energetic, and complete. 

2. A spirit of impartiality. Gods of high places and gods of groves; images from the city and of the palace. He would not allow even his mother to keep an idol. Many are great reformers in national, not in private matters. Earnest before the public, too lenient at home. Asa knew nothing about father or mother, partiality or concession. The royal grove cut down, the favourite god stamped upon, consumed in the flame, and its ashes thrown into the brook. 

3. A spirit of gratitude. He presented votive offerings in the temple. "The things that his father had dedicated," spoils from Abijam's victory over Jeroboam; spoils of his own from Zerah, the Ethiopian, were presented as thank-offerings to him by whose power they had been gained, and to whom all silver and gold belong. Things dedicated to holy use should not be desecrated nor withheld. Our vows should be performed and our first-fruits offered to God. Gratitude helped by the vow of it. "Vow and pay to the Lord your God; let all that be round about him bring presents unto him that ought to be feared."

"THE SOLEMN LEAGUE AND COVENANT."—2Ch 
"Entered into the covenant." It is evident that a covenant existed before this; they renew it with gladness and enthusiasm. "Solemn renewals of original covenant made in the wilderness (Exo ) occur from time to time in Jewish history after intervals of apostasy. This renewal in reign of Asa is the first on record. The next falls 300 years later, in reign of Josiah (2Ki 23:3). There is a third in the time of Jeremiah (Neh 10:28-29). On such occasions the people bound themselves by solemn oath to observe all directions of the law, and call down God's curse upon them if they forsook it" [Speak. Com.]. 

I. The assembly by which it was ratified. Representatives from Judah and Benjamin, strangers from Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon. The king's own subjects and those who had transferred allegiance to him from Israel. Outsiders invited, welcomed, and encouraged to acquaint themselves with God and walk in his commands. 

II. The solemnities by which it was accompanied. Besides rededications of themselves and stern but wholesome league against idolatry—

1. Innumerable sacrifices. "They offered unto the Lord seven hundred oxen and seven hundred sheep." 

2. Exultant joy. "With shouting, with trumpets, and with cornets." People testified unbounded satisfaction with loud voice and instruments. The revival of religion, the manifestation of God's presence, a source of pure and permanent joy. "When his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Inspiration and duty. 

1. An inspired man is qualified to give a message. Suitable, intelligent, and timely. 

2. An inspired man will give his message fearlessly and successfully. 

3. Inspired men, men taught of God, not time-servers, required now.

2Ch . If ye seek him. 

1. A fact in national history; 

2. A truth in Christian experience; 

3. A correction in general tendencies. Neither to presume nor to despair.

2Ch . A picture of utter destitution in spiritual life. "Without the true God." Then Israel had false gods! Yes, innumerable gods even Israel acquired, notwithstanding the commandment, "Thou shalt have no other gods before me." "It is not a commandment that can keep a man at home. No bill of stipulations can convert your children and make them filial. We may have a time-bill for the action of the whole day, but the world was never yet saved by commandments. Israel trampled ten of them under foot, and we have trampled ten thousand. We can do despite unto the spirit of grace; we can insult God. ‘Without a teaching priest,'—not an ornament, nor a ceremonialist, but a teaching priest. A man whose business it was to expound the law and make the people understand it. So they preached in olden time; they took the law syllable by syllable, explained it word by word, and sentence by sentence; they analysed it, took it member from member. They put it together again and hurled it upon the people like a thunderbolt from heaven. They had naught else to expound, because they thought nothing else worthy of exposition. We are lost in details. Any man may get up a lecture, if he has great quoting power. It is almost impossible not to get up a lecture; the temptations are innumerable, and in many cases irresistible. Only one speech is worth listening to, that is the speech which begins in eternity, sweeps down through time, leaves behind it immortal lessons, and ascends to the fountain of origin. Demand the gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ. Be in earnest. ‘Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, &c.'" [Dr. Parker].

2Ch . The influence of a great example. When Asa entered earnestly upon reform—I. He drew others to his side. The halting decide, the half-hearted kindle, before a zealous man. "They fell to him out of Israel in abundance." Armies often perish, churches decay for want of leaders. II. He succeeded in his efforts. Success not given to hesitancy and idleness. Asa positive, determined, rallied others round him and accomplished great things. III. He gained freedom from attachment. "And the Lord gave them rest round about." A bold, defiant attitude frightens the foe. Numbers and God's help will overcome them and ensure peace.

"Virtue is bold, and goodness never fearful."

2Ch . Heart service. 

1. God will not accept a divided heart. This useless. The whole or none. "Ye cannot serve God and mammon." 

2. God requires the whole heart. "With all their heart." 

3. This requirement eminently reasonable and fit. 

4. The heart must be willingly given. Devotion only true when free. When King William (Rufus) tried to force Anselm to a certain course, he replied, "Treat me as a free man, and I devote myself and all I have to your service. Treat me as a slave, and you shall have neither me nor mine." "The servant (bondslave) of Jesus Christ" (Rom ). 

5. When thus sought and served he will be found. "Search me, O God, and prove me."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 15

2Ch . God's presence. Walking together is a very common action of human fellowship; much interchange of thought and opinion takes place in the long daily walks of two friends, but this implies a certain evenness and similarity of gait; for "how can two walk together except they be agreed?" In common parlance this is spoken of as "keeping step;" and that this very thing is required of us, we see in a very striking and reiterated warning in Lev 26:12; Lev 26:21-28, where God promises to "walk among His people," ready, as it were, for this steady, even step. "But if ye walk contrary unto me," or as in margin, "If ye walk at all adventures with me;" or by another reading, "If ye walk at haphazard with me," in a jerking, spasmodic, contrary fashion, such as, alas! we know too well, then "will I also walk contrary unto you" [Mrs. Gordon].

"My business now is with my God to walk,

And guided by His holy eye to go;

Sweet fellowship with Him to cultivate,

And His unclouded countenance to know"

[J. F. Elwin].

2Ch . Covenant. Charles Kingsley wrote, on entering his 22nd year: "My birth-night. I have been for the last hour on the seashore; not dreaming, but thinking deeply and strongly, and forming determinations which are to affect my destiny through time and eternity. Before the sleeping earth, and the sleepless sea and stars, I have devoted myself to God—a vow never (if He gives me the faith I pray for) to be recalled."

2Ch . The Lord gave rest. In 1815, when the British Parliament were voting honours and emoluments to Wellington, and considering "the measures necessary towards forming a peace establishment," suddenly all their plans were interrupted and their peace prospects dissipated by the intelligence that Napoleon had escaped from Elba. Nothing like this will occur during the rest which God gives. His enemies once subdued will be subdued for ever.

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-14
CRITICAL NOTES.] As a prevents Baasha from invading Judah (2Ch ); Asa reproved by Hanani (2Ch 16:7-10); Asa's sickness and end (2Ch 16:11-14; cf. parallel in 1Ki 15:16-24).

2Ch .—Baasha invades Judah. Six and thirtieth. Baasha died before this date (1Ki 15:33). Critics consider the date calculated from the separation of the kingdoms, and coincident with 16th year of Asa's reign. A mode of reckoning generally followed in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel, the public annals of the time (2Ch 16:11), the source from which the inspired historian drew his account (cf. Jamieson and Keil). Built, i.e., fortified. Go out, to prevent all communication between the countries. "The fortification of Ramah by Baasha presupposes his recovery of the cities, which had been taken by Abijah from the northern kingdom, and which, according to ch. 2Ch 15:8, were still in Asa's possession" [Keil]. Benhadah, Benhidri in Assyrian monuments; Ader in Sept., to whom smaller provinces round Damascus (Heb. Darmesck) were subject. 2Ch 16:3. There is, let there be a league, &c. 2Ch 16:4. Ijon, city of Naphtali (1Ki 15:20). Dan colonised (Judges 18; Jos 19:47). Abel-maim, "meadow of waters," supposed to be situated on marshy plain near uppermost lake of Jordan. Store or "all Cinneroth and all the land of Naphtali" in 1Ki 15:20. Both statements true and supplementary. 2Ch 16:5. Cease. Baasha might intend to reside in Ramah. Unexpected hostilities from his son and ally prevented further progress, and Baasha's death soon after interrupted work of fortifying. 2Ch 16:6. No actual engagement mentioned. Geba (Jos 18:24). Mizpah (Gen 31:45-55).

2Ch . Asa reproved by prophet Hanani. Hanani, father of Jehu the prophet (2Ch 19:2) Relied not on God, from whom prosperity and former victory, but on man. Escaped. That is, if he had trusted in God he would not only have defeated the army of Baasha, but that of Benhadad. His conduct in parting with temple treasures and bribing an ally of the King of Israel most foolish and lost him a splendid victory. 2Ch 16:8. The huge host of the Ethiopians overcome by God's help. Assyria would have been, had Asa trusted in God 2Ch 16:9. For, a striking description of divine providence over the man whose heart is perfect with God. 2Ch 16:10. This address vexed Asa, and spread discontent among his people, whom he oppressed, tried to crush in some form or other. He maltreated the prophet. Prison, house of stocks, a sort of torture for crime—Heb., house of distortion, because limbs were so set and fixed as to be twisted and distorted in it.

2Ch .—Asa's sickness and end. Book of Kings, a public record of civil events. Diseased, a kind of gout, but uncertain, began two years before death (2Ch 16:13), became greatly "moved upwards" in body and proved violent in nature. Yet, as in war, so in sickness, he put undue confidence in man. Physicians, Egyptians in high repute at foreign courts, who pretended to expel disease by charms and mystic rites. Buried him in a rock tomb; made, digged by himself, in his lifetime, as often done by Oriental kings, with special funeral magnificence; odours to neutralise offensive smells of corpse exposed on "the bed" to public view, or to embalm with aromatic spices in great profusion. Great burning. According to some, consuming spices customary at funerals of kings; according to others, for cremation of the body, "a usage which was at that time, and long after, prevalent among the Hebrews, and the omission of which in the case of royal personages was reckoned a great indignity (ch. 2Ch 21:19; 1Sa 31:12; Jer 34:5; Amo 6:10)" [Jam.].

HOMILETICS

THE FOLLY OF BRIBERY.—2Ch 
Asa hired the help of a heathen neighbour, the powerful King of Syria, to defend himself against the attack of Baasha. This considered prudent, a good stroke of policy, but trust in man, not in God, and met with condemnation from Hanani the seer. 

I. It led to sacrilege in religious things. Treasures of the temple were diverted from sacred to worldly use. The sanctuary and the palace robbed to bribe an earthly king to help! Religious ordinances desecrated, justice sold, and men bribed often by "silver and gold"; gifts bestowed or promised with a view to prevent judgment or corrupt morals abominable. Bribery a canker in constitutional governments, a disgrace in all departments of life. He who presents a bribe perpetuates moral evil, sacrifices both truth and right to selfish interests. Absalom bribed the people to become the king. Judas bribed by high priests to effect the death of Christ.

"Judges and senates have been bought for gold:

Esteem and love were never to be sold" [Pope].

II. It brought down Divine reproof. God not bribed, comes on the scene in the person of the prophet, "At that time Hanani the seer came" (2Ch ). Wrong must be condemned, right declared, and severe reproof administered to evil-doers. 

1. Asa acted unworthy of God's representative. Kings, priests, and judges God's vicegerents, must be free from corruption and bribery. "Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou shalt not respect persons, neither take a gift." 

2. Asa sought not God's help. "Because thou hast relied on the King of Syria and not relied on the Lord thy God." When God is forsaken he will assert his supremacy and claims in conscience, in providence, in affliction. Wicked men not allowed to indulge in excuses and selfish pleas; nor to plead the power of circumstances, the force of reason, and the probability of success. Never put money before duty, man before God! 

II. It defeated its own ends. "Herein thou hast done foolishly." Man's foresight not always wise. 

1. Asa missed the opportunity of a double victory. "Therefore is the host of the King of Syria escaped out of thine hand." A victory over the combined forces of Baasha and Benhadad more splendid than that over the Ethiopians lost by his conduct Possible by unnecessary and improper alliances to hinder our good and prevent God from granting deliverance. 

2. Asa exposed himself to greater danger. "Therefore from henceforth thou shalt have war" (2Ch ). The cupidity of the one increased the hostility of the other (1Ki 15:32). Those who bribe and those bribed not to be depended upon. Money will dissolve the most solemn league. For gold men will sell their votes, their conscience, and themselves. Cato complained that M. Cœlius the Tribune "might be hired for a piece of bread to speak or to hold his peace." Never rule conduct by the fear of man instead of trust in God. "The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe (may set on high above danger, &c.)" (Pro 29:25).

THE INFLUENCE OF MONEY.—2Ch 
There seems much to excuse Asa's conduct. In his days it was often thought right to buy oneself out of danger. But the bribery of Benhadad condemned and cannot be justified. Learn the influence of money. 

I. There is a lawful use of money. Used for educational and philanthropic purposes, to encourage industry, arts, and sciences, to relieve distress and advance the cause of God, it is better than fleets and armies. Rightly used, "money answereth all things." 

II. There is an unlawful use of money. Used for selfish ends, to frustrate right and bribe men to wrong. It may buy men in limbs, intellect, and conscience; make peace and create war. It is one of the mightiest rulers, one of the most popular gods in the world! "A man furnished with the arguments from the mint will convince his antagonist much sooner than one who draws them from reason and philosophy. Gold is a wonderful clearer of the understanding, it dissipates every doubt and scruple in an instant; accommodates itself to the meanest capacities; silences the loud and clamorous, and brings over the most obstinate and inflexible" [Addison]. 

III. The unlawful use of money becomes a curse. Put against duty, virtue, and God, its power is pernicious. It breaks up alliances, prepares for temptations, corrupts human nature, and influences to injustice. "Benhadad hearkened unto King Asa" and was a striking contrast to Hanani. True religion only begets love for truth, upholds commercial honesty, social order, and just government. God rewards the man who resists bribes and acts uprightly. "He that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil, he shall dwell on high; his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks; bread shall be given him his waters shall be sure."

ASA'S VAIN HELP.—2Ch ; 2Ch 16:12
Years of prosperity did not make Asa a better man. "In all time of our wealth, &c." He forgot need of help, and in times of danger resorted to worldly policy and trusted not to God. 

I. In time of war he relied upon human help. In northern kingdom, Baasha exterminated posterity of Jeroboam, ruled upon the throne, and menaced Jerusalem. Ramah, on the dividing lines of the two kingdoms, built and held in defence. Baasha strengthened himself in his bold designs by league with King of Syria, but was bought off, bribed to help Asa. This political wisdom, but spiritual folly; prospered for a time, but costly in its triumph. It might be prevalent custom, but not the path of duty. Is our code of honour any purer? Do we seek to get out of difficulties by questionable means? Give money for leagues, covenants, and deliverance? Such reliance is vain help, entails mischiefs in social and spiritual matters which outweigh all apparent gains. Better confide in God than in our own schemes. "Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord." 

II. In time of sickness he relied upon foreign physicians. No harm in physician's, but physicians without scientific training, physicians with only charms and mystic arts, are "physicians of no value." (Heathen doctors and witchcraft.) 

1. This foolish conduct. "Sought not to the Lord," after his former experience of God's faithfulness and truth, after his stern reproof by the prophet. What avails physicians of greatest skill and kindness without God? Entire confidence in creature, misplaced and dishonours God. 

2. This useless conduct. Physicians could not cure; the disease spread, and recovery impossible. Physicians, ministers, and friends but men, not to be despised, only used as servants of God, and not as sum-totals. In all extremities, sickness, and death, call upon the Lord for help. "Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help (salvation)" (Psa ). "Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils; for wherein is he to be accounted of?"

THIS MINISTRY OF TRUTH.—2Ch 
I. Exercised by a Divine messenger. "Hanani the seer came to Asa, King of Judah"—specially qualified and commissioned by God. "The Lord God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up betimes and sending, because he had compassion on his people and on his dwelling-place." 

II. Revealing the true source of help. Asa overcame Ethiopians with very many chariots and horsemen. "Because thou didst rely on the Lord, he delivered them into thine hand." Men could not be reproved for doing wrong if they knew no right—for not trusting God, if God was not revealed to them. 

III. Treated with injustice. "Asa was wroth with the seer and put him in a prison, &c." Rejection of Divine reproof sadly common and self-ruinous. Message despised and messenger persecuted. "He that refuseth instruction (correction) despiseth his own soul." 

IV. Justified by its results. Truth may be kept down, but never crushed; prophets imprisoned or put to death, but right prevails. Divine reproofs attested by conscience, vindicated by providence. Revenge is impotent. God's purpose cannot be frustrated.

GOD'S PROVIDENCE IN THE WORLD.—2Ch 
God would have helped Asa if he had called upon him; for he is everywhere present in time of need—specially ready to help those who trust Him. 

I. Providence benevolent in its design. "To show himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him." He not only sees danger, but delivers from it, keeps and defends his people. If King Philip could sleep safely because his friend Antipater watched over him, how much more kind and efficient the providence of God! 

II. Providence personal in its exercise. "We learn from observation of others. God inspects and rules of himself—not by abstract laws and principles merely, not by secondary causes, not by the eyes and agencies of inferior creatures. "He shews himself strong" in purpose and proceedings. 

III. Providence minute in its inspection. "To and fro,' publicly and privately, in thought and act. His vigilance ever active and never worn out. Nothing escapes his notice nor eludes his grasp. "For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and he seeth all his goings." 

IV. Providence universal in its extent. "Through the whole earth." Diana's temple was burnt down when she was busied at Alexander's birth. "I cannot be everywhere present," cried Napoleon when he lost one battle in trying to gain another. "The eyes of the Lord are in every place"—on sea and land, in society and solitude. We cannot go from his spirit nor flee from his presence. In heaven above and hell beneath (Psalms 139).

"What can 'scape the eye

Of God, all-seeing, or deceive his heart

Omniscient?" [Milton].

V. Providence swift in its operation. "The eyes of the Lord run to and fro." Implying celerity, swiftness in giving relief. Delay only when needful and good for us. In promise and fulfilment, "his word runneth very swiftly." Lessons—Encouragement for the believer, a warning to the wicked, a reason for circumspection to all.

THE EYES OF THE LORD.—2Ch 
I. The description of providence. "Eyes of the Lord" in Scripture signify—

1. His knowledge. 

2. His providence. 

(1) The immediateness of providence—His own eyes. 

(2) Its celerity and speed. 

(3) Its extent. 

(4) Its diligence. 

(5). Its efficacy. 

II. The design of providence. "To show himself strong, &c." 

1. He has strong understanding, and wisdom to contrive. 

2. Strong affection to love. 

3. Strong words to cheer and fortify. 

4. A strong arm to exert almighty power. The persons for whom those who are truly gracious and sincere [J. Ryland, sen., 1750].

ASA'S PERTINACITY IN WRONG-DOING

I. When reproved for sin he did not confess it. In consequence he committed one evil after another. David reproved by Nathan was conscience-stricken, melted to penitence and confessed, "I have sinned against the Lord." Not so Asa. 

II. He added greater guilt by trying to hide his sin. He denied it, got into a rage with the seer, and persecuted him. Reproved, probably in the presence of courtiers; he was haughty, took advantage of his circumstances, and adopted severe measures in apparent refutation of his sin. "To hide a sin with a lie is like a crust of leprosy over an ulcer," says Jeremy Taylor. "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper; but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy." 

III. When he would neither confess nor forsake his sin God sent affliction, which did not at first humble him. Man could not lodge Asa from his hiding-place, but God's resources are never exhausted. What the final issue was appears uncertain. From Scripture references the last expedient might humble the king and bring him to God. But at beginning of sickness not in right state of mind, and applied to wrong source for help. "This is a striking example of pertinacity in sin, which carries with it a solemn warning. Who would have expected this of the once pious Asa! What an urgent enforcement does this example furnish of the exhortation of the apostle: ‘Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, &c.' That, indeed, must be a most treacherous and deceitful thing which could lead a rational and religious being so far away from the truth and piety as thus to persist in his iniquity, and attempt to justify himself before God—yea, more than that, virtually to engage in an unequal warfare with Heaven, and to accomplish, by unblessed means, what God had pronounced impracticable" [Rev. W. Sparrow].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . He built Geba. Fortifications demolished. 

1. Men prostrated in their wicked design. 

2. The materials by which they carried out that design captured and used for opposite purposes. Ramah taken, "the stones and timber" used to build other defences. Voltaire's printing press, by which he sought to deluge France with infidelity, fell into the hands of the Bible Society, and employed to spread the word of God. The strongholds of the world become the defences of the Church. I. This illustrated by the case of Ramah. II. It has been often observed since—

1. The world's stronghold of science has been rifled by the Church for its defence, and the world defeated with its own weapons. 

2. By the grace of God, men who were as Ramah—Saul of Tarsus for example—have been made as the outworks of Christianity [Bib. Museum]. It is a fine use to which Bossuet has turned this military incident as illustrating the duty, not of rejecting the materials or the arguments collected by unbelievers or by heretics, but of employing them to build up the truth, "Bâtissons les forteresses de Juda des débris et des ruines de celles de Samarie" [Stanley].

2Ch . Whatever is done in the world falls under the notice of God. Not that he needs move from place to place, or run up and down from country to country to see what is done, for by one infinite, indivisible act, he beholdeth all things in all places; but the Scripture thus teaches the infallibility and particularity of his knowledge; even as we are said to know those things infallibly which we have viewed upon the place; for otherwise there is neither high nor low, far nor near, first nor last, to God all things being at once before him for ever (Jer 23:23). If the Lord is everywhere, let us everywhere see the Lord. Moses saw him that was invisible. Did we but keep this common principle warm upon our spirits, The Lord seeth under the whole heaven, how heavenly would our lives be! And seeing the Lord seeth as under the whole heaven, so into the hearts of all men, how should it deter us, even from heart sins, and the closest hypocrisy! Again, the Lord seeing in all things, disposeth all things. As his hand set up all in order at first, so his eye hath kept all in order ever since, and will do for ever. Take these conclusions concerning the sight of God: First, the Lord beholdeth all things distinctly, not in gross only—the least as well as the greatest. He looks upon every parcel and opens the whole pack of human affairs. Secondly, he beholds every thing and person perfectly, fully, quite through. His is an intentive and most attentive view. Thirdly, in seeing he governs everything effectually and works it to his own ends. Fourthly, he seeth all things together, not successively, or one thing after another. He that is all eye seeth all at once, all is one. "Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world." Hence, take two inferences: the first serving for the instruction and consolation of all who know and fear God; and the second for conviction and terror to the wicked [Caryl].

2Ch . Asa's End. 

1. Asa's sickness and death. At first affliction unimproved, grew more severe. Death sad, certain, and hopeful. 

2. Asa's burial, magnificent, honoured, and admonitory. "The eminent piety and usefulness of good men," says one, "ought to be remembered to their praise, though they have had their blemishes. Let their faults be buried in their graves, while their services are remembered over their graves. He that said, ‘There is not a just man that doeth good and sinneth not,' yet said also, ‘The memory of the just is blessed,' and let it be so."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 16

2Ch . Silver. "A bribe is a price; reward, gift, or favour bestowed or promised, with a view to pervert the judgment or corrupt the conduct of a judge, witness, or other person" [Webster]. "Philip of Macedon was a man of most invincible reason this way," says Addison. "He refuted by it all the wisdom of Athens—confounded their statesmen, struck their orators dumb, and at length argued them out of their liberties" [quoted by Dr. Thomas].

2Ch . Strong. Csar was accustomed to write short letters. One of his generals, Quintus Cicero, was in great extremity, being besieged by fierce hordes of Gauls, when he received from him the following message: "Csar to Cicero: Keep up your spirits. Expect help." Let us expect help from God, trust to him instead of relying on man in times of extremity and danger.

2Ch . Wroth with the seer. The most difficult province in friendship is letting a man see his faults and errors, which should, if possible, be so contrived that he may perceive our advice is given him not so much to please ourselves as for his own advantage. The reproaches therefore of a friend should always be strictly just and not too frequent [Bacon].

2Ch . Asa slept.

"Kings then at last have but the lot of all,

By their own conduct they must stand or fall" [Cowper].

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-19
CRITICAL NOTES.] This chapter is peculiar to the writer of Chronicles. Jehoshaphat becoming king takes measures for defence of his kingdom (2Ch ); in consequence grows in power (2Ch 17:10-19).

2Ch .—Jehoshaphat's measures for defence. Strengthened, prepared to resist, to defend against attack from northern kingdom. 2Ch 17:2. Garrisons or governors (cf. 1Ki 4:7-19), all fortresses filled with troops, military stations established in various parts of the country and in cities of Mount Ephraim which belonged to Jehoshaphat (ch. 2Ch 15:8). 2Ch 17:3. First, ancient imitated piety of his great ancestor in early part of his reign. Baalim in contrast with the God of his father, idol deities generally (Jud 2:11). 2Ch 17:4. Doings of Israel. Special idolatrous customs of northern kingdom at the time and the worship of the calves. 2Ch 17:5. Presents, freewill offerings, not ordinary taxes paid to royal treasury. "Some reason to believe that a ‘benevolence' of this kind was expected as a matter of course at the accession of a new sovereign" [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 17:6. Lifted up, not proud (chs. 2Ch 26:16; 2Ch 32:25); exalted by the ways of Jehovah (marg.), was encouraged, emboldened by a sense of Divine favour and ventured on reforms.

2Ch .—Moral measures. Princes, extraordinary commissioners and priests along with them. A deputation of five princes, nine Levites assisted by two priests, took a copy of the law with them, sent on tour in towns of Judah to give religious instruction to the people. 2Ch 17:9-11. Presents, Philistines tributaries or wishing to become such; Arabians, nomad tribes on south of Dead Sea, sought protection and paid tribute in cattle.

2Ch .—Jehoshaphat's greatness and prosperity. Castles, places of defence situated for protection of roads, or valleys opening into the country (ch. 2Ch 27:4). Store, cities for keeping ammunition and provisions in preparation of siege. Business, much labour also expended on old "cities of Judah," besides building and fortifying other places. 2Ch 17:14-19. "Whenever a census was taken among Israelites, the numbering was by tribes and families. Hence the expression in text, which occurs thirteen times in first chapter of Numbers" [Speak. Com.]. Captains, princes of thousands, highest officers in command. Three of them, Adnah the highest post. By the side of him who commanded largest division, Jehohanan and Amaziah had command of 280,000 and 200,000 men. 2Ch 17:16. Amaz. a volunteer, or by an act of his own devoted himself to the service of Jehovah. Light-armed and heavy-armed troops waited on the king. "These numbers have been with good reason regarded as corrupt by most critics. They cannot be successfully defended either as probable in themselves or as in harmony with the other statements of the military force, or of the population, contained in our author" [Speak. Com.]. Others account for the numbers by including every one fit to bear arms in time of peace pursuing their daily callings; auxiliaries from tributary Philistines and Arabs; and all who on religious grounds attached themselves to the kingdom of Judah [cf. Murphy].

HOMILETICS

JEHOSHAPHAT'S GOOD BEGINNING.—2Ch 
Natural for Jehoshaphat to succeed his father, but in defending his kingdom ne indicated a policy; in rising above his surroundings, resisting prevalent customs, and introducing reforms he made a good beginning. Taking the chapter as a sketch—

I. Jehoshaphat's natural defences. Jehoshaphat "strengthened himself against Israel." During Asa's decay Ahab acted with vigour. Israel getting a formidable kingdom, needful for Jehoshaphat to bestir himself and maintain his own. This done not by league and bribe, but in natural, just, and quiet method against possible attack. A prudent man foresees the evil and prepares for it. The tempers of men must be watched, the threatening of the times met, and weak places should be strengthened and guarded. To ignore inevitable tendencies, to act without foresight and preparation, most ruinous. 

II. Jehoshaphat's moral reforms. He cared for the spiritual welfare as well as for the outward security of the kingdom. Anxious to restore the worship of Jehovah, to instruct the people, and to administer justice (2Ch ). 

1. Reforms springing from personal piety. He himself upright and sincere in serving God. A man of foresight and reverence, of deep conviction and uncompromising principle. One who felt God's presence more needful than garrisons in cities and forces on land. 

2. Reforms displaying zeal against idolatry. He walked "not after the doings of Israel" (2Ch ), was dead against calf worship, strictly adhered to Divine enactments, removed monuments, and destroyed groves which disgraced the land, and almost entirely cleansed it from idolatry (2Ch 20:33). 

3. Reforms connected with the instruction of the people. A commission of education was formed, equipped, and sent "about throughout all the cities of Judah, and taught the people" (2Ch ). Kings and princes help a nation, not by stifling inquiry, attempting to force opinion and punishing heterodoxy; but by spreading education, encouraging virtue, and exalting God's word. Nations who receive this word most tolerant and intelligent, most philanthropic and exalted. 

III. Jehoshaphat's consequent prosperity and honour. In personal conduct separated alike from gross idolatry and Israelitish apostasy; in government ruling in the fear of God, and for the good of his subjects, "the Lord stablished the kingdom in his hand." 

1. At home peace and plenty. His people loyal and submissive, voluntary, offerings abundant—"riches and honour" without stint. 

2. Abroad security and honour. None disturbed his peaceful reign, hostile peoples bowed before him, the tributes of nations poured into his treasury, and the fear of God "fell upon all the kingdoms" with its restraining influence.

JEHOSHAPHAT'S UPRIGHTNESS.—2Ch 
Jehoshaphat expressly commended for integrity, even when condemned for his sin (2Ch ). This corresponds with his conduct at beginning of his reign, and the continuance of his uprightness after sad and untoward events. 

I. A man's character is determined by his relation to God. He acknowledged and "sought the Lord God of his father." In some relation all stand to God, and according to conduct, not creed, profession nor opinion, moral character and condition determined. 

II. A man's character and course of life are specially observed by God. David's life described in parts, each part under God's inspection. Youth, manhood, and old age; relapses and restorations known to him. Scripture lives detected, impartially given in temptations, failings, and virtues. "Thou, O Lord, knowest me: thou hast seen me and tried mine heart toward (with) thee" (Jer ). 

III. The latter part of a man's life may be worse than the first part. "The first ways of his father David." A contrast between the earlier and the latter days of David, who relapsed and dishonoured in character. Age should bring wisdom, honour, and meetness for eternity. The seed ripens for the crop. Youth grows into maturity, and the student should give the accomplished scholar. Sad to deteriorate in life (Solomon, Jehoshaphat, &c.). "Sad when you have to go back to a man's youth to find his virtues, or his most conspicuous excellences; but most beautiful when a man's earlier mistakes are lost in the richness and wisdom of his later conduct" [Parker]. 

IV. The good only and not the evil in a man's life should be imitated. Jehoshaphat walked in the godly ways of David; customary and easier to follow the evil. Multitudes and fashions influence; men naturally prone to the inferior and to forget the lofty and spiritual. The universal influence of bad examples presupposes a universal readiness to yield to it. "Be ye therefore followers (Greek, imitators) of God as dear children" (Eph ).

"Presume not that I am the thing I was,

For I have turned away my former self,

So will I those that keep me company" [Shakes.].

THE TEACHING COMMISSION.—2Ch 
This a counterpoise to influences which had degraded Judah, and a continuation of Asa's reaction. These men employed eminently useful, though otherwise unknown. 

I. The persons which composed the commission. Officers of court and camp, of civil and religious authority. 

1. The princes. A deputation of five to represent civil and constitutional government. 

2. The Levites. Nine in number to instruct in ritual and temple service. 

3. The priests. Two to explain the nature and enforce the duties of religion. The commission not warriors nor revolutionists, but reformers and revivalists. To educate the people in their duty to God, the king, and to each other. 

II. The work which the commission had to perform. Educational and religious. 

1. To teach the people. "They taught in Judah" (2Ch ). Education required to chase away superstition, ensure just legislation, develop the energies, and alleviate the condition of the people. 

2. To expound the word. "The book of the law" with them. God's law their text-book and authority. The command of the prince, the creed of the priest, and the ritual of the Levite not to displace God's word. A law above man, a book more than human to appeal to: a written statute, an authoritative declaration, a final revelation to which to call men's attention. "In vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." 

III. The effects which followed the work of the commission. The nation improved, reformed, and greatly blessed. 

1. In outward prosperity. Peace and prosperity enjoyed; insurrections and wars prevented; unbroken opportunities for pursuit of education and commerce. 

2. In moral character. People taught the law of God, returned to religious ways and worship. God's presence their defence and dignity (2Ch ). Such the effect of the Bible at all times. Its principles tend to civilise and elevate, reform and refine. It is the foe of oppression, the protector of the weak, and the Magna Charta of true liberty. What the boasted civilisation of ancient or modern nations without the Bible! Judge Bible teaching by its fruits! Everywhere it justifies its existence and claims. Its itinerant ministry and popular teaching in the providence of God has preserved this country from revolutions and wars amid the ruins and dissolutions of European nations!

JEHOSHAPHAT'S GREATNESS.—2Ch 
I. In the extent of his possessions. "Castles and cities of store," places for victuals and arms. "He had much business," undertakings of religion, preparations for peace and war. A great kingdom and great responsibilities committed to his care. 

II. In the vastness of his army. The warriors arranged in the army according to their father's houses. Consisted of five unequal divisions, comprised 1,160,000 men, without including those who garrisoned the fortresses. No monarch, since the time of Solomon, equalled Jehoshaphat in the extent of his revenue, in the strength of his fortifications, and the number of his troops [Jamieson]. 

III. In the skill of his captains. Five great generals, loyal in spirit, mighty in valour, and ready for any undertaking. "These waited on the king" (2Ch ).

"There is not a sovereign in Europe or in the world, but might read this chapter with advantage. 

1. It shows most forcibly that true religion is the basis of the state; and that wherever it prospers, there the state prospers. 

2. It shows also, that it is the wisdom of kings to encourage religion with all their power and influence; for if the hearts of the subjects be not bound and influenced by true religion, vain is the application of laws, fines, imprisonments, or corporal punishment of any kind. 

3. A religious nation is ever a great nation; it is loved by its friends, it is dreaded by its enemies. 

4. It is ever a peaceful and united nation: the blessings of religion, and a wholesome and paternal government, are so fully felt and prized, that all find it their interest to preserve and defend them. Harmony, peace, piety, and strength are the stability of such times. May Britain know and value them!" [A. Clarke].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Jehoshaphat's religion. 

1. Practical in its possession. Not formal, complimentary, nor expedient for the times. A man of deep conviction, courage, and generous patriotism. If the end had only been as beginning, almost a complete character! 

2. Earnest in its nature. He "sought" earnestly and constantly "the Lord God of his father." 

3. Prominent in its testimony. For eighteen years—contemporary with Ahab and Jezebel, the period of Baalism in Israel—firm and faithful, "sought not unto Baalim." 

4. Self-denying in its example. "Not after the doings of Israel," fashionable and prevalent; but "lifted up" in conformity to God and delight in God's service.

The working hand and the happy heart. The chief things for a traveller on such a pilgrimage as ours is a right goal before him, the right road before him, the right impulse within him. The chief thoughts of which we are here reminded are: 

1. Religion pervading our life—the Lord. 

2. Activity pervading our religion—the ways. 

3. Cheerfulness pervading our activity [Christian Treasury, 1859].

2Ch . The royal edict. I. We notice the edict of king Jehoshaphat: 

1. Mark the benevolence displayed in it; 

2. Its policy was not inferior to its benevolence; 

3. The benefits arising from it were incalculable. II. The manner in which it was carried into execution. This suggests—

1. That loyalty to the king demands our concurrence with him in his good work; 

2. That gratitude to the Jewish nation demands it at our hands; 

3. A love to the rising generation should lead us to avail ourselves of the present opportunity to promote their welfare; 

4. That a concern for the honour of our holy religion should operate to unite us all in executing the royal edict [C. Simeon, M.A.].

2Ch . Business, which he performed diligently, personally, and thoroughly. "Many works (LXX.) going forward at once; a negotious man was he. His business, say some, lay in beautifying and fortifying those cities. Augustus gloried at his death, that whereas he had found Rome built with brick, he had left it made of marble [Trapp].

2Ch . Willingly offered himself. The volunteer—

1. Religious in spirit. Recognition of "the Lord." 

2. Resolute in arms. The vows of God upon him. 

3. Valiant in service. Like ancient votaries in Mohammedan armies, never known to return home without victory. "The people blessed all the men that willingly offered themselves to dwell at Jerusalem."

"He always wins who sides with Thee,

To him no chance is lost;

Thy will is sweetest to him, when

It triumphs at his cost" [F. W. Faber].

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 17

2Ch . The Lord with him, stablished the kingdom, &c. God is the only source of stability as infinite, absolute, and changeless. He gives stability to his word, church, and people. "In the great hand of God I stand" [Shakespeare].

2Ch . The book of the law. The influence of the Bible has been very efficient towards the introduction of a better and more enlightened sense of right and justice among the several governments of Europe. It taught the duty of benevolence to strangers, of humanity to the vanquished, of the obligation of good faith, of the sin of murder, revenge, and rapacity. The history of Europe, during the earlier periods of modern history, abounds with interesting and strong cases to show the authority of revelation over turbulent princes and fierce warriors, and the effect of that authority in meliorating manners, checking violence, and introducing a system of morals which inculcate peace, moderation, and justice [Chancellor Kent].

2Ch . Much business. Nothing is denied to well-directed labour; nothing is ever to be attained without it [Sir Joshua Reynolds]. All sorts of mischiefs happen to unoccupied professors of religion; there is no evil from which they are secure. Better would it be for them to accept the lowest occupation for the Lord Jesus than remain the victims of inaction [Spurgeon].

"Troubles spring from idleness,

And grievous toils from needless ease"

[Franklin].

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-34
CRITICAL NOTES.] This chapter relates Jehoshaphat's alliance with Ahab (2Ch ); induced to go to Ram.-gil. (2Ch 18:4-11); Micaiah's adverse prediction (2Ch 18:12-17); continued reproof (2Ch 18:18-22); and sufferings (2Ch 18:23-28); the two kings enter battle with sad results (2Ch 18:28-34). With this chapter corresponds 1Ki 22:1-35.

2Ch .—Jehoshaphat's alliance with Ahab. Affinity. Joram, his son, married Athaliah, daughter of Ahab and Jezebel (2Ch 21:6). Years, in Jehoshaphat's seventeenth year, eight, after marriage. Killed, gave magnificent feast to influence him in favour of enterprise. Ramoth., heights of Gilead, in territory of Gad, to wrest from King of Syria. 2Ch 18:3. Jehoshaphat easily consents, without consulting God.

2Ch .—The consultations. Previous to declaration of war customary to consult prophets (1 Samuel 28). Ahab complied. 400 prophets, creatures of Ahab connected with calf-worship, encouraged the king. 2Ch 18:6. Jehoshaphat, dissatisfied, inquired for a true prophet; besides, in addition, or yet more. 2Ch 18:7. Micaiah, known only from this incident, sent for. Always evil, lit., all his days, wanting in Kings. 2Ch 18:8. Officers, eunuch or chamberlain. 2Ch 18:9. Graphic scene, void place (open space, Rev. Vers.). A large area for markets, courts, and business. Each king on his portable throne, clothed in royal garments, and spectators all around. 2Ch 18:10. Zed., more prominent than rest. Had made previously in anticipation of some such occasion as now given [Speak. Com.]. Horns, like candle extinguishers (often worn as military ornaments); iron, symbol of military power. Push, a common metaphor for attacking and overcoming enemies. Thus two heroes impersonated; Kings of Israel and Judah would triumph (Deu 33:17; Psa 44:5; Dan 8:4).

2Ch .—Micaiah's adverse prediction. The well-intentioned messenger tries to persuade Micaiah to agree with majority, predict success, and be released from prison and severer punishment. He rejects counsel, remains fearless and firm. 2Ch 18:14. Go up, the ironical answer of the 400, well understood by Ahab. Adjure, put on oath, he changes tone and becomes very serious. 2Ch 18:16. Saw, purport of this vision that Israel would be defeated, dispersed, and king destroyed.

2Ch .—Micaiah's reproof and sufferings. Saw in providence of God events in fuller detail. Therefore hear the Divine will. Sitting, in splendour and supremacy (Psa 9:7; Psa 11:4; Psa 46:6, &c.). Standing, about him on both sides. 2Ch 18:19. Entice, persuade or deceive (1Ki 22:20). 2Ch 18:20. A spirit, the spirit, i.e., "the evil spirit," Satan some; others, "the spirit of prophecy" in the 400, under the control and command of the Governor of the universe, at his direction and permission. 2Ch 18:21. Lying spirit, to mislead when consulted. "The details of a vision cannot safely be pressed any more than the details of a parable" [cf. Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 18:23. Zed., by this fearful disclosure, is vexed, presumed upon his favour with Ahab, smote Micaiah in contempt and scorn (Job 16:10; Jer 20:2; Lam 3:30; Mar 14:65); and insinuates that the spirit did not speak by him. 2Ch 18:24. The event would be a reply, when he would go from chamber to chamber, in some secret place. To hide himself in shame and fear of punishment for his false predictions. 2Ch 18:25. Micaiah sent back to prison, with scanty prison fare; submitted, courageously reproves the king; predicts his death, and appeals to the people, who should witness the result.

2Ch .—War undertaken. Ahab afraid, disguises himself, ungenerously advises Jehosh. to fight in royal attire. 2Ch 18:30. Command of King of Syria proves the prudence of Ahab's conduct. 2Ch 18:31. Jehosh. only king in field. Cried out, whether to followers or to enemy, not stated. Perceived, probably from his cry, and pursuit ceased. 2Ch 18:33. Venture, i.e., in his simplicity, without special aim or intention. Joints, parts where pieces of armour fitted together. Ahab wounded, notwithstanding his precaution; kept standing in his chariot during the day the battle raged, at sunset all over. The war-cry went through the host, every man returned to his city and to his country. But Ahab was carried dead to Samaria, and there buried.

HOMILETICS

THE DANGER OF WORLDLY FRIENDSHIP.—2Ch 
Jehoshaphat displeased God by his choice of friends, and began a downward course, marked by gradual steps. 

I. Friendship beginning with family affinity. Jehoshaphat "joined affinity with Ahab" by uniting his son with Ahab's daughter. Perhaps proud, for he "had riches and honour in abundance," and did not want Jehoram "to marry beneath him." Nothing but marriage with a royal house would satisfy—perhaps to conciliate Israel and bring them back to Jehovah. Evil cannot be conciliated. This might be considered good policy, but morally wrong; disobedient to God's command, and brought the kingdom and royal house to verge of destruction. Unsuitable marriages to preserve name, property in family circle. "Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers." 

II. Friendship leading to social visits. "After certain years he went down to Ahab to Samaria." What more natural and needful to improve acquaintance and inquire about welfare! Received in royal style, but corrupted in moral character. Joins in converse with ungodly, can bear their company, and dwell in their house (Lot in Sodom). He becomes weaker, more complaisant, and exposed to risk. "I am as thou art, and my people as thy people." "What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? &c." 

III. Friendship ending in alliance for war. "He persuaded him to go up." Feasted so splendidly, friendship so close, extrication difficult. The height of incivility, most unreasonable to refuse! Evil wrought on his mind, spiritual constitution not proof against bad atmosphere. He lost power to testify; censure lost its energy; his presence no longer a restraint on folly, and impossible to assume high tone and faithful attitude. "Let not the king say so," the only mild rebuke. Difficult to walk wisely, faithfully, and surely in these days of compromise and fashion. But God looks for entire separation from the world in character, purpose, and conduct. "Know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever, therefore, will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God." "Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord?"

THE IMPORTANT QUESTION: WAR OR NO WAR?—2Ch 
Ahab, tired of waiting for peaceful restoration of Ram.-gil., determined to recover it from the Syrians by force. Aware of the military strength of the Syrian king (1Ki ), he takes advantage of visit and friendship of Jehoshaphat, whose resources are great, and who suggests an immediate inquiry of the Lord before expedition. 

I. The tribunal before which to decide. Picture the open space (2Ch ). The kings robed in splendour; the prophets in their imposing ranks and display, confident and insolent in their lying message; the one true prophet, hated by Ahab, uncared for by spectators, yet calm, brave, and true! Luther before the Diet of Worms. 

II. The judgments given. Two kinds from two parties. 

1. From false prophets. "Ahab gathered his prophets together, about 400 men." Every great enterprise seeks the sanction of God and to clothe itself with Divine authority. Right and wrong of actions felt to be determined by One higher than man. If Heaven's signature not gained often forged. Ahab multiplied pagan prophets as Julian multiplied pagan sacrifices. A band ready to interpret divine decrees in favour of the king they serve. Think of their number, office, and unanimity! With one consent they say, Go! 

2. From the true prophet. Jehoshaphat not satisfied; saw from their manner they were not truthful, not Jehovah-prophets; asks for "a prophet, of the Lord, that he might inquire of him." The vox populi not always the vox Dei. Micaiah sent for, appears, determines to speak the truth fearless of consequences. "Athanasius against the world." In terms of irony, in visions of splendour, when adjured by the king and in appealing to the people. Smitten by the priests and threatened with the prison, the same answer given. 

III. War foolishly undertaken. Ahab bent on war, Jehoshaphat unable to check him. "And they went to the battle" (2Ch ). 

1. Reluctantly by Jehoshaphat. Ventured too much and gone too far; ensnared and drawn along. "Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men." 

2. Timidly by Ahab. Desired to falsify prediction, and disguised himself. What a cowardly act! What friendship to preserve your own life at the expense of another! "A good cause makes a stout heart." A soldier conscious of right, accompanied by God, will stand fearless and victorious on the field of battle. 

IV. War ending in disasters. Death to Ahab. To Jehoshaphat danger in the field, deserved rebuke from God's servant (2Ch ), invasion of the kingdom, and almost total extinction of the family (2Ch 22:10). Ever dangerous to fight against God. Enterprises opposed to his will can never prosper. Inquire, Shall I go or shall I not? When decision known, submit, and escape the ruin.

"We leap at stars, and fasten in the mud,

At glory grasp, and sink in infamy" [Young].

THE FAITHFUL PROPHET.—2Ch 
I. The estimation in which he was held. "I hate him." Counted like Elijah as an enemy by Ahab. Micaiah consistent in veracity, courage, and reproof. The king offended, and imputed all to evil disposition, personal grudge. Hatred, inveterate and strong, often the reward of fidelity. "Am I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?" 

II. The stand which he takes. "What my God saith, that will I speak" (2Ch ). 

1. Dependence upon God. In God's hands, not Ahab's. "So help me God," cried Luther. "Fear him who can destroy both body and soul." 

2. Expectation of God's help. Assured that God would say something, teach him, and reveal light. Disciples before councils (Mat ). 

3. Determination to utter God's word. "That will I speak." Balaam could make no compromise. Reverent attention to divine truth, and determination to die rather than withhold or betray it, the mark of a true prophet. 

III. The pleas urged to move him from this stand. The messenger in kindness warned and advised. 

1. The opinion of the majority. 400 prophets unanimous in decision! Think of their power and position! Why be singular and foolish in opposing? Agree with the multitude. Unity built on truth, better than unity built on men. 

2. The difficulty of judging who is right. "Which way went the spirit of the Lord from me to thee?" Zedekiah assumed to possess the spirit alone, ridiculed in scorn the idea of Micaiah having it. Circumstances make it difficult to judge who is right among many claimants. But there is a divine word; man can understand and receive it, must judge and decide for himself. Know by results. False prophets assume authority, take fulfilment of truth in their own hands, despise and persecute others. True prophets receive and utter the word, leave it with God to verify and vindicate it. 

3. The employment of physical force. This is a tyrant's weapon. The screw, the prison, and the stake, bonds, persecution, and martyrdom in vain. Micaiah calm in suffering, as bold in action, immovable as a rock, honoured and exalted in Israel as independent and true, when prophets of Ahab are confounded and scattered in shame and disgrace.

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Went down. The royal visit. 

1. The object for which made. 

2. Results to which led. "The bond between the two families dates, therefore, at least from this time, but apparently it had not hitherto led to any very close intimacy, much less to any joint military expeditions. Jehoshaphat seems to have taken no part in the former Syrian wars of Ahab, nor did he join with the great league against the Assyrians. From this time till the displacement of Ahab's dynasty by Jehu, very intimate relations subsisted between the two kingdoms (cf. 1Ki ; 2Ki 3:7; 2Ki 8:28; 2Ch 20:36) [Speak. Com.].

2Ch . Enquire. God, forgotten in men's undertakings, should always be sought, and sought without delay. "Enquire to-day." Ahab never thought of this. God not in his thoughts (Psa 10:4). If Scipio went first to the capital, and then to the senate; if the Romans consulted gods and offered sacrifices before war, should we not enquire, &c.?

2Ch . I hate him. A picture of present time. 

1. Men love to be flattered. Ahab, satisfied with his prophets, thought they were inspired and would listen to no one else. 

2. Men speak lies to flatter their superiors, servants their masters, courtiers their sovereigns. Thus the very fountains of life corrupt. Prophets, priests, and judges encourage falsehood. "A wonderful and horrible thing (astonishment and filthiness) is committed in the land; the prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means (lit., according to their hands, i.e., under their guidance and power), and my people love to have it so" (Jer ). (Populus vult decipi, et decipiatur). 

3. In speaking lies they are influenced by supernatural powers. Such powers exist and mysteriously influence the minds of men. Lying spirits are subtle, wise, and numerous; have easy access to men and deceive. Seek to hear not what is palatable to our corrupt hearts, but what is true, needful, and profitable to our souls.

"Hear the just law, the judgment of the skies!

He that hates truth shall be the dupe of lies.

And he that will be cheated to the last,

Delusions, strong as hell, shall bind him fast" [Cowper].

2Ch . A performance at court. Picture place, kings on their separate thrones, spectators and performance, Zed. in employing a symbolic action was following the example of a former Israelite prophet, whose "acted parable" could never be forgotten in Israel (cf. 1Ki 11:30) [Speak. Com.].

2Ch . A faithful ministry. 

1. The necessity imposed on faithful ministers to speak the truth. God requires it, needful to the welfare of the people, and consequences of neglect fearful. 

2. The results of speaking truth. Hated by those in authority, ridiculed and opposed by rivals, treated with indifference, cruelty, and death.

"So spake the seraph Abdiel, faithful found

Among the faithless, faithful only he"

[Milton].

HOMILETICS

THE PROPHETIC VISIONS.—2Ch 
Solemnly urged to give a serious answer, Micaiah declared the visions revealed to him by the spirit of God. 

I. The shepherdless people. "I did see all Israel scattered," &c. (2Ch ). 

1. The death of the king. Ministers and kings shepherds of the people to feed, govern, and protect. Ahab fell in battle, and Israel deprived of ruler. "These have no master." 

2. The defeat of the army. "All Israel scattered," in broken ranks and helpless condition. A picture of society away from God and divided from one another; inadequately supplied with helpers, and needing a compassionate Saviour (Mat ). 

II. The parabolic Providence. "It may be doubted whether we ought to take literally, and interpret exactly, each statement of the narrative. Visions of the invisible can only be a sort of parables: revelations not of truth as it actually is, but of so much of truth as can be shown through such a medium. The details of a vision, therefore, cannot safely be pressed, any more than the details of a parable. Portions of each must be accommodations to human modes of thought, and may very inadequately express the realities which they are employed to shadow forth to us" [Speak. Com.]. 

1. A picture of God's supremacy. "The Lord sitting upon his throne," supreme in authority, wisdom, and splendour (Isa ). 

2. An insight into supernatural ministry. "All the host of heaven" ready to serve. "Satan walks to and fro in the earth" in restless activity to do mischief to God's people (Job ). Other spirits sent on divine errands (Zec 1:10; Dan 7:10). 

3. An interpretation of the events of history. Why does this happen? God orders or permits it. Sometimes heaven is opened to shadow forth events on earth. God's seers only can interpret and apply the vision—a privilege to them and a warning to us.

LYING SPIRITS IN THE PROPHETS.—2Ch 
This chapter gives an insight into the meaning of the awful word "temptation." Yet comforting, for it shows how God is long-suffering and merciful to the most hardened sinner; how to the last he puts before him good and evil, and warns him of his choice and the ruin to which it leads. I. What warning more awful, yet more plain, than that of the text? Ahab, told that he was listening to a lie, had free choice to follow that lie or not, and did follow it. After imprisonment of Micaiah for speaking the truth to him, he went to Ram. gilead; yet felt that he was not safe. He went into battle disguised, hoping to escape from evil by these means. But God's vengeance not checked by paltry cunning. II. This chapter tells us not merely how Ahab was tempted, but how we are tempted in these very days. By every wilful sin we commit we give room to the devil. By every wrong step we take knowingly, we give a handle to some evil spirit to lead us seven steps further wrong. Yet in every temptation God gives us a fair chance, sends his prophets, as he sent Micaiah to Ahab, to tell us that the wages of sin is death, to set before us good and evil at every turn, that we may choose between them and live and die according to choice. The Bible is a prophet to us. Every man a prophet to himself. The still small voice in the heart, the voice of God within us; the spirit of God striving with our spirits, whether we will hear or forbear, setting before us what is righteous, noble, pure, and godlike, to see whether we will obey that voice, or obey our own selfish lusts, which tempt us to please ourselves [C. Kingsley, "Village Sermons"].

DIVINE TRUTH AND ITS TYPICAL RECEPTION

Bible full of human nature. Humanity in varied aspects its excellence and chief feature. A book for the world. Its biographies. "Representative men." Here four types of human conduct in relation to divine truth. 

I. Those who seek the truth. Micaiah believed in its existence, prayed for its teaching, and determined to follow its leading. Sought truth under impression of its reality, from the right source, in order to render homage to it. "Lead me by thy truth and teach me." 

II. Those who are opposed to the truth. The priests assumed to be its only depositories, denied the claims of others, ridiculed and opposed its representative. None so slow to believe in a Divine spirit as those accustomed to speak Divine words, but in whose hearts is no Divine life. A lifeless church always bitterest enemy to inquiry, reform, and independency. "Ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth." 

III. Those who believe yet disobey the truth. J. believed the prophet Micaiah, mildly defended his character, yet would not withdraw from Ahab. He sinned against light and better judgment. Risky thus to act. "Holding (i.e., keeping down, obscuring, overbearing) the truth in (a course of) unrightousness" is the way to bring down the judgment of God (Rom ), to lose the ability to perceive it, and the power to embrace and practise it.

"Thus men go wrong with an ingenious skill,

Bend the straight rule to their own crooked will;

And with a clear and shining lamp supplied,

First put it out, then take it for a guide" [Cowper].

IV. Those who are alarmed at truth. Ahab roused in conscience, afraid of results, and tried to escape by stratagem. The dupe of his own fears. The child whom Herod sought to destroy lived, grew, and rose to sovereignty of the universe. The prediction of Micaiah fulfilled, terror struck into hearts of soldiers, and the king died in blood-stained chariot.

GOSPEL ARCHERY.—2Ch 
I. The hearts of the unsaved are encased in harness. The harness of 

(1) Indifference, 

(2) pleasure, 

(3) worldliness, 

(4) religious formality. II. Having these harnessed hearts for a mark, the gospel bow must be drawn. At some must be shot the arrows, of 

(1) Divine goodness, 

(2) Divine threatenings, 

(3) Divine love [R. Berry]

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Lying spirits. 

1. A doctrine of Scripture (Jud ; Job 1:6; Job 2:1; Eze 14:9; Joh 8:44; Rev 12:9). 

2. A fact in experience. Eve seduced. Many now under strong delusion (error energising and effectual) that they should believe a lie (2Th ). 

3. A mystery of providence. The problem of human character, of human life and destiny insolvable on any other hypothesis. Inscrutable providence!

2Ch . Jehoshaphat's cry. 

1. Danger the result of warning unheeded. 

2. God interfering to deliver. God may be displeased, never deserts when we cry unto him. Ahab cared not to succour. God moved them to depart from him. 

3. Lesson, associate with evil-doers, then in danger of sharing their calamities. "A violent man enticeth his neighbour, and leadeth him into the way that is not good."

Learn from the whole—

1. That the contrivances of the wicked are cruel (Pro ; Pro 12:10). 

2. That in carrying out these contrivances they are greatly alarmed. Conscience makes them cowards (Pro ). 

3. That in the end their fears are realised. In attempt to ensnare others ensnared themselves (Pro ; Pro 24:15-16; Pro 26:27); expectations of good disappointed (Pro 10:2-28; Pro 24:19-20), and their iniquity becomes their punishment (Pro 5:22; Pro 11:3; Pro 14:32).

2Ch . Accidents of Providence. I. The end certain. Bow did its work. Darts of judgment, designs of Providence, never miss the mark. II. The method of accomplishing the end apparently accidental. At a venture, casual shot. The hand strengthened, shaft levelled with unerring eye. What we term chance, casualty, really Providence accomplishing deliberate designs, but interposition concealed. 

1. A comfort to godly in trouble, sorrow, and peril. 

2. A warning to ungodly, who are not safe, exposed everywhere. Most common occurrences, those from which we suspect no harm, may prove destructive to life.

"The all-surrounding heav'n, the vital air,

Is big with death."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 18

2Ch . Friendship. It is good discretion not to make too much of any man at the first, because one cannot hold out that proportion [Bacon].

2Ch . Lying spirits. Compare Elijah's tone (1Ki 18:27). "In the vision which he describes we feel that we are gradually drawing nearer to the times of the later prophets. It is a vision which might rank with those of Isaiah or Ezekiel" [Stanley]. Not by any stroke of vengeance, but by the very network of evil counsel which he has woven for himself, is the King of Israel to be led to his ruin [Ibid.].

2Ch . Disguised. As knowledge without justice ought to be called cunning rather than wisdom, so a mind prepared to meet danger, if excited by its own eagerness and not the public good, deserves the name of audacity rather than of courage [Plato].

2Ch . Bow at a venture. It is marvellous to note on what small contingencies depends our life. An accidental blow, an unexpected fall, a mistake in drinking out of the wrong cup, a misstep in the dark, a fly, a fishbone, the smallest things often occasion its termination. This fact is serious enough to cool ambition, make us thoughtful in merriest moods, and watchful against any surprise that death may have in reserve for us. Died—"The truth cannot be burned, beheaded, or crucified. A lie on the throne is a lie still, and truth in a dungeon is still truth; and the lie on the throne is on the way to defeat, and the truth in the dungeon is on the way to victory."

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-11
CRITICAL NOTES.] This chapter is entirely additional to Kings, and of great interest. It deals with three matters only, the rebuke addressed to Jehosh. by the profit Jehu (2Ch ); the personal efforts of Jehosh. to effect a religious reformation (2Ch 19:4); and his reform of the judicial system (2Ch 19:5-11) [Speak. Com.].

2Ch .—The Rebuke of Jehosh. In peace, without capture or pursuit; a fulfilment of prophecy (ch. 2Ch 18:16). Jehu, son of Hanani (2Ch 20:34), of Northern Kingdom in time of Baasha (1Ki 16:1). Went out (2Ch 15:2). Help, make common cause with Ahab. Wrath, God angry, and caused expedition to fail, or may be in the invasion of kingdom about to happen. 2Ch 19:4. Rebuke mild, "good things" (cf. 2Ch 12:12; 1Ki 14:13). Groves, stocks of trees representing Ashtoreth (2Ch 14:3; 2Ch 17:4-6).

2Ch .—The Reforms of Jehosh. Went, turned and went out. Again, efforts for instruction resumed, and secured full complement of teachers from the tribe of Levi now fixed in Judah. 2Ch 19:5-7. Instructions to judges. Jehosh. appointed fresh judges, enlarged their staff and number; limited to fenced cities, by concentrating power in the hands of a few, or creating superior courts. 2Ch 19:6. Judge not at dictation or in compliance with wishes of men, but for Jehovah (Deu 1:17; Deu 16:18-20). In judgment—i.e., in your decisions. 2Ch 19:7. Iniquity of inequality or undue leaning to one side (cf. Deu 10:17; Deu 16:19). 2Ch 19:8-11.—Instructions to the priests and Levites. 2Ch 19:8. Chief, great patriarchal chiefs, heads of great houses or clans. "It is interesting to find that such persons were now admitted to share in the judicial office, which seems in David's time to have been confined to the Levites" [Speak. Com.]. Judgment of the Lord. Disputes in religious matters, payments to temple, offerings for firstborn, &c. Controversies, ordinary civil cases. Jerusalem, seat of supreme tribunal (Exo 18:19; Deu 17:8-13), which was composed of three classes, to review appellate cases from inferior courts in two divisions, ecclesiastical and civil affairs. Decisions of provincial judges might be carried to Jerusalem as a court of appeal [cf. Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 19:10. Blood, case of murder or homicide as to degree of blood-guiltiness (Exo 21:12-23). Law and command, when a conflict of laws, clashing one with another. Warn, admonish them to abstain from wrong, and avoid God's vengeance on the nation. 2Ch 19:11. A chief, high priest, president of court in religious concerns. Zeb., in civil or criminal affairs. Levites, superintending managers, assistants, and servants about court. The good, God with upright judges (cf. 2Ch 5:6; 2Ch 15:2-6). Deal, take courage and act.

HOMILETICS

THE STERN REBUKE.—2Ch 
Alliance between two kingdoms against a common enemy, substitution of friendship for hatred and distrust, wise steps to worldly politicians. But one thing against it. Ahab, an idolator, had introduced a new religion of most degraded type. Jehosh. did not reject this alliance. As Hanani rebuked Asa for league with Ben. (ch. 2Ch ), so his son instructed to rebuke Jehosh. for league with wicked Ahab. Military success from Jehovah; unlawful alliance, if persisted in, will forfeit this blessing. 

I. In a timely season. "J. went out to meet him," at earliest possible moment, when king had been preserved, and returning in peace. Hence in fit mind to listen. Rebuke should be timely, in "due season," then it comes down upon the heart like rain upon the new-mown grass. 

II. In faithful words. Jehu direct and faithful. "Thou hast helped the ungodly, and loved them that hate the Lord." No toning down, nor mincing matters. Man's reproofs sometimes undeserved, implying guilt which exists not. Divine reproofs truthful, needful, and attested by conscience. "Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful." 

III. In mitigating circumstances. "Nevertheless, there are good things found in thee" (2Ch ). God displeased, but overlooks not "good things,"; in wrath remembers mercy; withholds judgments, and waits to see how Jehosh. will act in future. In the Church at Ephesus all that God can find to approve put foremost, and only afterwards notes shortcomings (Rev 2:2-4). Then (2Ch 19:6) returns to praise and console. We should have more pleasure in commending than in fault-finding.

I. The friendship of wicked men one of the most dangerous temptations to which Christians are subjected. Modern life in cities illustrates this with special force. 

1. The wealth of the world is largely in the hands of men who are not friends of Christ. 

2. In many communities intelligence and culture are possessed mainly by the irreligious. 

3. Interests of business sometimes create similar peril. 

4. In a higher circle of life professional success often tempts young men of aspiring mind to seek to ally themselves with those who love not God. II. Of this trial of Christian principle, it may be said that the Christian religion requires no narrow or ascetic seclusion from the world. The thing which Christian principle forbids is seeking worldly friendships and alliances for selfish ends and to the peril of religious usefulness and religious character. III. The irreligious friendships of religious men violate the ruling spirit of the Scriptures. It is a policy of life which starts wrong; therefore threatens catastrophe in the end. IV. Entangling alliances with the world often involve immense sacrifice of Christian usefulness. V. Christian alliances with the wicked do not command the respect of the very men for whose favour they are formed. VI. Loving those that hate God inflicts a wound of great severity on the feelings of Jesus Christ. It is from Calvary that the voice comes to each in our solitude, "Shouldest thou love them that hate the Lord?" [A. Phelps, O.T. a Living Bk.].

THE REFORMING TOUR.—2Ch 
While Jehosh. sought to maintain alliance, he was careful to show that he had no sympathy with idolatry, and determined to keep his people from it. Hence a second tour to reform what had gone wrong and complete what was wanting. 

I. The noble design of the tour. Not to strengthen defences, revive trade, or relieve distress. 

1. To administer justice. "He set judges in the land," in centres convenient and accessible. 

2. To bring the people back to God. Many perhaps revolted to idolatry when they saw the king familiar with idolators. Hence to counteract our bad influence and restore the fallen. 

II. The vast extent of the tour. Personal inspection through the whole kingdom from the extreme south to extreme north, from Beer-sheba to Mount Ephraim. No place should be overlooked, no enemy spared in religious reforms. 

III. The beneficent results of the tour. Personal and thorough, results encouraging. 

1. Local courts established. Existed before; Jehosh. the first king to modify them according to requirements of kingdom. Fixed in fortified cities the provincial capitals of the districts (cf. Deu ). 

2. Judicial administration purified. Special instruction to judges, high and lofty motives put before them. Soldiers must not abuse their power by violence and wrong; magistrates must not degrade their character by injustice and partiality. All duties to be performed to God, not to man (2Ch ).

THE SUPREME TRIBUNAL.—2Ch 
This institution or Metropolitan Court founded on Exo ; Deu 7:8-13. Notice—

I. Its representative character. Three classes—Levites, priests, and chief of fathers; persons learned in law, eminent for wisdom, and of mature age and experience. "Peers of the realm." 

II. Its presiding officers. Amariah, high priest over religious causes. "In all matters of the Lord." Zebadiah supreme in civil court. To assist both, the Levites were a kind of counsellors. 

III. Its executive powers. Appeal made from inferior courts to this. Pleas for the crown and for religious observances in one division. In other division common pleas. Controversies between party and party; differences of blood, manslaughter or accidental murders, or consanguinity, settlement of inheritance and family claims. Civil affairs between law and commandments. Conflicts between moral rites and precepts of law, &c. "Without good and wholesome laws no nation can be prosperous, and vain are the best laws if they be not judiciously and conscientiously administered. The things of God and the things of the king should never be confounded in the administration of justice. Amariah the priest, and Zebadiah the ruler, should ever have their distinct places of jurisdiction" [A. Clarke].

A TONIC PROMISE.—2Ch 
Explain what is meant by "good." The melancholy fact that all men are not good. The promise of the text justifies three inquiries: 

(1) Why should the good be fearful? "They that be with us," &c. 

(2) How can bad designs finally prevail? 

(3) How are men to know that God is surely with them? The answer involves character. It is not the Lord shall be with the great, the rich, the old, &c., but with the good. God identifies himself with all that is good in thought as well as in act; in purpose as well as in service. This is the security of the world. Even when the godly man ceaseth, God will maintain the cause that is good.

This promise, like all the promises of God, is designated not as a sedative, but a stimulant. Deal courageously! See how the text might have read: The Lord shall be with the good, therefore sit still; the Lord shall be with the good, therefore let wickedness have all its own way in the world; the Lord shall be with the good, therefore pay no attention to self-discipline. The text reads contrariwise. The Lord shall be with the good, therefore deal courageously. Goodness is not to be merely passive, it is to be active, aggressive, defiant of all evil, sublime in patience [Dr. Parker, City Temple].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Jehoshaphat's connection with Ahab. I. What is that intimacy with the ungodly which God forbids? 

1. An alliance with them. 

2. A conformity with them. 

3. An unnecessary association with them. II. Why is it so displeasing to God? 

1. On account of the state of mind it implies. 

2. On account of its pernicious tendency. 

3. On account of its opposition to his revealed will [Dr. Chapin].

2Ch . God's Justice. 

1. God just and righteous in himself. On justice all his proceedings are based and regulated. He is "the Just One," "Most just," "Just and right is he" (cf. Deu ; Deu 16:19; Deu 32:4). 

2. Just and righteous in the gift of just laws to mankind. Laws adapted to their natures, powers, and condition. The moral code so right and benevolent as to require no proof. Supreme love to God and true regard to our neighbour. 

3. Just and righteous in the administration of these laws—strictly and impartially here. No favouritism, conniving at guilt, or overlooking sin. In Christ justice and holiness displayed, and God the justifier of him that believeth. At last no iniquity nor respect in the bestowment of rewards and punishments.

2Ch . Address to Judges 1. In office they represent God, act worthy of God, represent not his law, express not his will as crooked and corrupt. "Ye judge not for man, but for the Lord." 

2. In spirit the must fear God. Fear to offend One who sees and knows all. 

3. In decisions be impartial and just. Give sentence deliberately in conformity with truth. Judges, ministers, all in high position should be remarkable for integrity, and free from bribery and corruption.

"Be just and fear not.

Let all the ends thou aim'st at be thy country's,

Thy God's, and truth's" [Shakes.].

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-37
CRITICAL NOTES.] Narrative to 2Ch entirely additional to Kings. Invasion of Moabites (2Ch 20:1-3); fast and supplication of king and people (2Ch 20:3-13); the message of Jahaziel (2Ch 20:14-19); exhortation and victory of Jehoshaphat (2Ch 20:20-30); close of his reign (2Ch 20:31-37), which runs parallel with 1Ki 22:41-49.

2Ch .—Invasion of Moabites. Ammonites, Sept., some of the Minœi, inhabitants of Maon (Mehunins), a town near Petra. 2Ch 20:2. Sea, Dead Sea. Syria, probably Edom. Has.-tam, having come round southern extremity of Dead Sea and entered Judæa from Edom.

2Ch .—Fast and supplication. Set himself, his face (resolved, cf. 2Ki 12:18; Jer 42:15). Seek, i.e., to turn to Jehovah to implore help (2Ch 15:12-13). Fast, national, the first "proclaimed" by authority. New, one of the two courts in Solomon's temple, renovated by Jehoshaphat or by Asa (2Ch 15:8), known now as "the new court." 2Ch 20:6-12. The supplication. 2Ch 20:6. An appeal to God, omnipotent, supreme, and irresistible. 2Ch 20:7. To God's covenant, who gave them possession of land. Friend, first historic use of this title, though repeated Isa 41:8; Jas 2:23. 2Ch 20:8. To God as owner of temple. 2Ch 20:9. A brief summary of cases described in Solomon's prayer (ch. 2Ch 6:22-39). 2Ch 20:10-11. Invaders whom Israel were not permitted to touch (Edom, Deu 2:5; Moab, Deu 2:9; Ammon, Deu 2:19), have now entered the land to cast us out. 2Ch 20:12. In despair God sought. Eyes, i.e., we look to thee for succour (cf. Psa 25:15; Psa 141:8).

2Ch .—The Message of Jahaziel. A prophet not elsewhere mentioned, but his claim verified by message and results. 2Ch 20:15. Words familiar to people and connected with great deliverances (Deu 1:21; Jos 1:9, &c.) [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 20:16 : Cliff, ascent of Ziz (Hazziz) at end of brook, gully, or dry torrent course. 2Ch 20:17. Stand still, directed to do nothing, watch the Lord's course (Exo 14:13-14; Num 14:9). 2Ch 20:18. Reverent obedience in confidence and gratitude. 2Ch 20:19. Praise from Kohathites in general, from Korhites, a branch of them, in particular.

2Ch .—The March and Exhortation. Went forth early. Tekoa, ten or eleven miles from Jerusalem, southerly direction. Stood, exhorted them to be firm and confident. Singers, line of procession arranged, signal to move forward; Levites led van with musical instruments and song (Psalms 136). 2Ch 20:22-30. Overthrow of the enemy. Ambush, liers in wait. Edomites intending to attack Jews, but through panic fell upon Moabites, and rest of enemy or angels employed by God to confuse the host and destroy it. 2Ch 20:24. Work completed before Israel on the field, which was strewed with dead bodies. They had not to fight, but to collect and carry away spoil. 2Ch 20:26. Set out on fourth day to return in same joyful mood as they came. 2Ch 20:29. Fear salutary fell on surrounding kingdoms and brought blessings at home.

2Ch .—Close of Jehoshaphat's reign (1Ki 22:41-50). Steadfast and consistently religions (2Ch 15:18), yet people not wholly diverted from idolatry. In deference to popular prejudice all high places not taken away. Words of Jehoshaphat not elsewhere noticed, entered into the book of Kings of Judah, same apparently as the Chronicles of Kings of Judah, mentioned in Kings [Murphy].

2Ch .—Alliance with Ahaziah, closely on death of Ahab, whom A. survived little more than a year (1Ki 22:51; 2Ki 3:1). Ships, combined fleet destined for Tartessus, but wrecked. Eliezer denounced the unholy alliance. Ahaziah attributed the disaster to unskilfulness of Jehoshaphat's sailors; proposed to fit out another joint fleet with his own subjects. Jehoshaphat accepted the wreck as a judgment and declined the offer (cf. 1 Kings 22).

HOMILETICS

JEHOSHAPHAT'S WAR WITH MOABITES AND THEIR ALLIES.—2Ch 
Defeated in a great battle by Joram and Jehoshaphat, the Moabites sought to retaliate (2 Kings 3). Combined with their kinsmen, they entered Judah and defied its king. 

I. The invading enemy. Formidable, near, and brought surprise. 

1. In a spirit of boldness. Great in number of auxiliaries, far advanced, and most eager for the fight. 

2. In a spirit of ingratitude. "Behold how they reward us" (2Ch ). Israel not permitted to touch them nor disturb them in the least in the march through wilderness (Deu 2:5; Deu 9:19). Jehoshaphat had lately helped them, now they seek to get the land for themselves. Cast Israel out, and thus to requite them evil for good! "O our God, wilt thou not judge them?" (2Ch 20:12). 

II. Jehoshaphat's preparations to meet this army. Alarmed at the intelligence, the danger brings out his religious feeling. He is equal to the occasion, does not call his forces, but determines to seek God. 

1. He proclaims a national fast. The people of Judah hasten to Jerusalem. The nation bowed before God and confessed their sins as one man. The scene touching and solemn, emergency great. 

2. He implores God's help. Prayer embraces every argument which king and people could urge; concluding with earnest appeal for God to protect them, (a) They are helpless. No power, "we have no might;" no plan, "neither know we what to do;" no allies, their wives and little ones only increased their anxiety (2Ch ). (b) God could help them. "In thine hand is there not power and might?" (2Ch 20:6). God supreme and omnipotent, checks the enemy and defends his people, (c) They rely upon God. "Our eyes are up unto thee" in hope and earnest expectation. 

III. The encouragement given. Help is promised. Words familiar and inspiriting fell from the mouth of the prophet, given by inspiration. 

1. Fears are calmed. "Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude" (2Ch ). Cowardice shall flee, and courage shall keep the field. 

2. Assurance is renewed. "The Lord will be with you" (2Ch ). That should be sufficient for any contest! 

3. Implicit trust is required. "Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established" (2Ch ). 

4. Specific directions are given. "To-morrow go ye down against them, ye shall find them at the end of the brook" (2Ch ). 

IV. The method of attack. Great joy and relief at the prophet's message. With humble confidence they prepared for assault. 

1. They engaged in reverent worship. The king bowed to the ground, the people "fell before the Lord, worshipping the Lord" (2Ch ). 

2. They united in joyful praise. Singers were appointed to praise the Lord for his mercy (2Ch ). 

3. They formed orderly procession. Officials and people united in ranks, and preceded by "singers," marched till they came "to the watch-tower in the wilderness" (2Ch ). 

4. They fought in confidence of victory. God had helped them in past (2Ch ); promised at dedication of temple that he would help them again (2Ch 20:9). None trust him in vain. 

V. The victory achieved. Easy, most signal, and wrought for them, not by them. 

1. By divine agency. Whether by hosts of angels or ambushments of their own, we cannot eliminate divine agency. 

2. By self-extermination. In confusion they fell upon their friends, whom they mistook for enemies. God turned them against themselves, and the army that came to fight Jehoshaphat destroyed itself. God can touch the reason of the king, rob the general of command, and blind the soldiers. A thousand ways at his disposal of which we know nothing. But victory sure to those who have him as leader. "The battle is not yours, but God's." 

VI. The impression of the event on Jews and neighbours. Report spread in surrounding people; influence remarkable. 

1. In giving security and peace to Judah. Nations feared to molest a people who worshipped a God who did such wonders. Idolators felt that he had justified claims to their homage. They were still satisfied among themselves. "So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet" (2Ch ). 

2. In exercising salutary influence upon others. God's victory ended wars; the fear of God fell on all kingdoms, restrained them from invading Judah. Probably now tribute was brought to Jehoshaphat from Philistines and Arabians (cf. ch. 2Ch ). "For his God gave him rest round about."

MAN'S EXTREMITY IS GOD'S OPPORTUNITY.—2Ch 
Learn—

I. That in the discipline of life we should expect dangers and extremities. These needful to touch and develop our powers. History in Old and New Testament full of instances. To know other resources we must learn the weakness of our own. "We have no might against this." 

II. That in these dangers and extremities God has many ways of deliverance. Human agency but a small part of holy ministry. Birds and beasts, insects, elements of nature, and hosts of angels under his command. Hence the folly of proscribing, measuring, or limiting in God's work. 

III. That in all dangers and extremities of life we should look to God for help. Depend not upon numbers, generalship, and human might; but spiritual force, prayer, and presence of God. Then war easy, loses character of conflict, and becomes a matter of spoil.

THE BATTLE IS NOT YOURS, BUT GOD'S.—2Ch 
The text addresses a word—

1. To all who are bearing Christian protest against evil. 

2. To all who are undergoing severe temptation. 

3. To all who are labouring for the good of the world. 

4. To all who are engaged in controversy on behalf of Christian doctrine. If we had to defend everything and fight everything in our own strength, and for our own ends, the case would be perfectly different; but when God says to us, "Ye have this treasure in earthen vessels; the excellency of the power is of God, and not of man," when he teaches us that we are servants and not masters, creatures and not creators, with no grasp of eternity, it becomes us patiently to wait, to stand still and see the salvation of the Lord [Dr. Parker, City Temple].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Invocation of God as—I. The Ruler of the universe. 

1. Seated in heaven. "God in heaven." 

2. Governing all nations. "Rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen?" 

3. Secure in his dominions. "None is able to withstand thee." II. The covenant God of Judah. 

1. The friend of Abraham, the nation's founder. "Ahab thy friend for ever" (2Ch ). 

2. The guardian of the nation's interests. "Thou didst drive out the inhabitants, &c." 

3. The centre of the nation's worship. "A sanctuary therein for thy name." "Jehoshaphat's appeal is threefold—

1. ‘Art thou not the God omnipotent, and so able to help us?' 

2. ‘Art thou not our God, who hast given us this land, and so art bound to help us against invaders?' And 

3. ‘Art thou not the God of this place, the temple, and so bound to help those who pray to thee here?'" [Speak. Com.].

2Ch . Ab. thy friend. 

1. By familiarity in devotion (cf. Gen ). 

2. By promptitude in obedience. 

3. By uprightness of life (cf. Gen ; Gen 22:1-18).

2Ch . Salvation of the Lord. 

1. The deliverance, salvation. Reference always to evil, i.e., dangers in Old Testament, sins under the gospel. 

2. Its greatness. "Of the Lord," not by human power. So great "salvation" that every other is nothing; not only from evils, but to privileges. 

3. Method of securing it. Stand still. Picture Israel at Red Sea. "Set yourselves" in hope and firm alliance; "stand still," not in your power to do anything; "see," wait in faith, watch God's work for you. Wholly from him, not from you. "In thee, O God, do we put our trust; our souls wait on thee."

2Ch . Believe and be established. Faith in God's presence, and God's promise, confirms experience in God's mercy, gives courage in conflict, and establishes peace and prosperity. Unbelief brings fear, frustrates God's promise, and turns victory into defeat. Faith in God alone will overcome conflicts in heart and convulsions in the world.

2Ch . Beauty of Holiness. Rich apparel and ornaments of old, typical of moral character and holy life. "Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness."

HOMILETICS

SONGS BEFORE VICTORY.—2Ch 
Anybody can sing the "Te Deum" when the battle is over. The difference between an ordinary man-of-war and a Christian is this: a Christian shouts before the victory, because he knows it is sure to come.

I. We learn here, first, a lesson of patriotism. The foreign policy of Ammon and Moab seemed very brilliant for a time. They carried everything before them, but in due time were overthrown. We must not trust in the numbers of our soldiers, in the boundless resources of our country, but in the beauty of holiness, in the justice of our cause, in the purity of our motive; in one word, in the blessing of our God. II. The special object of the lesson is to illustrate the history of the Christian Church, for the Christian Church is engaged in holy war. If we go forth to war we must do as Jehoshaphat; we must be clothed with the spirit of holiness. God came down to fill the hearts of his children; then they were ready for the great work. The Pentecostal blessing delivered the early Christians from the three hindrances to the progress of the Gospel—cowardice, selfishness, and ignorance. Catch the spirit of the Apostles, and you will save the whole world [H. P. Hughes].

JEHOSHAPHAT'S CHARACTER AND REIGN.—2Ch 
I. His general uprightness of character. "He walked in the way of Asa, his father," earnestly and constantly. Regarded God's approval and will, "doing that which was right in the sight of the Lord". A prosperous and successful ruler, his kingdom flourished, and he died in peace. 

II. His besetting sins. Leaned to his own understanding in momentous concerns; put policy before principle, and sowed seeds of evil which lived and fructified long after death. 

1. In his son's marriage with Ahab's daughter. 

2. In his guilty alliances with kings of Israel. Alliances in war, in commerce. The subtlety of worldly wisdom, and the spurious kindness of worldly liberality interfered with the simplicity of faith in God and love toward man. "As the dead fly, though only a little creature, gives ill-savour to most costly ointment; so even a small degree of folly mars a fair reputation for wisdom and honour" (Ecc ).

THE WRECKED FLEET.—2Ch 
I. Notice first the disaster to Jehoshaphat's shipping. The eastern arm of Red Sea, Gulf of Akabah, is much deeper than the western; a narrow, deep ravine, with steep and rocky sides, the valley of which it forms part stretching far away to the north, till where it holds in its trough the waters of the Dead Sea. Down through the mountain gorge swept the mad hurricane with resistless might, shattering the ships of Jehoshaphat to pieces, and leaving the grey morning to look upon only pitiful wreckage all along the shore. 

II. Notice the cause of this disaster. A judgment from Heaven. The grand mistake and sin of Jehoshaphat lay in associating himself with the enemies of God. This the signal error of his life. If he had been an openly wicked man, a mere man of the world, probably this disaster would not have occurred, but God would not allow one of his own servants to prosper in such an undertaking. 

III. The lesson which the disaster teaches is this—Do not choose your associates amongst those who do not fear the Lord. Always safest to keep under Christian influences. A man is rarely better than the company he keeps. Jehoshaphat may hope to bring Ahaziah up to his own level; but Ahaziah is much more likely to bring Jehoshaphat down. The lesson of the text bears also, and with peculiar point, upon all business alliances. You will do well even to sacrifice a measure of financial interest and worldly prospect rather than be associated in business with a man who is out of all sympathy with you in religion [J. Thain Davidson].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . I. The march to battle. With musical strains. In confidence of victory. Under divine command (2Ch 20:26-27). II. The joyous return. In solemn order. In grateful spirit. In triumphant victory.

2Ch . The valley of blessing. Wady Bereikut, two miles west of Tekoa. Jews assembled here after three days' plunder, to arrange themselves, and return to worship in temple. 

1. The place of terrible conflict. 

2. Of awful defeat. 

3. Of enthusiastic joy. Jehoshaphat means Jehovah judges, hence this valley the type of final conflict and final judgment, in which Jehovah will judge and overthrow (cf. Joe ).

2Ch . The wrecked fleet. 

1. The cause from God, who reigns over elements of nature and minds of men (Spanish Armada). 

2. The design to instruct. Jehoshaphat had formed worldly alliances; could not be weaned from them, nor see their folly. Disaster predicted (see history), yet refused good advice. Hence must teach that his blessing rests not upon men and ways which are contrary to his will.

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 20

2Ch . Seek. Seek God upon thy way, and he will come to thee [Schiller].

2Ch . Stand ye. Prayer without watching is hypocrisy, and watching without prayer is presumption [Jay].

"Teach us in watchfulness and prayer

To wait for the appointed hour;

And fit us by thy grace to share

The triumphs of thy conquering power".

2Ch . Gold. Midas longed for gold, and insulted the Olympians. He got gold, so that whatever he touched became gold, and he with his long ears was little the better for it. Midas had insulted Apollo and the gods; the gods gave him his wish, and a pair of long ears, which also were a good appendage to it. What a truth in these old fables! [Carlyle].

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-20
CRITICAL NOTES.] This chapter corresponds with 2Ki ; contains Jehoshaphat's family arrangements (2Ch 21:1-4); beginning and character of Jehoram's reign (2Ch 21:5-11); the writing of Elijah to Jehoram (2Ch 21:12-15); the end of Jehoram's reign (2Ch 21:16-20).

2Ch .—Family arrangements of J. Six sons, towards whom he pursued the same policy as Rehoboam (ch. 2Ch 11:23). This probably provoked the jealousy of Jehoram and induced him to put them to death. J. firstborn (2Ch 21:3), whose natural right to succeed was carried out (Deu 21:15). Divers, Jehoram's brothers, supported by some chief men in country; or suspected of disloyalty.

2Ch .—Character of J.'s reign. 2Ch 21:5. Eight years. According to 2Ki 8:16, began in fifth year of Joram, K. of Isa., therefore in twenty-second year of Jehoshaphat. Four of his eight years coincided nearly with the last four years of his father's reign, and after his father's death he reigned four years [cf. Murphy]. 2Ch 21:6. Daughter, i.e., the grand-daughter of Omri (2Ki 8:26). 2Ch 21:7. The promise to David and an explanation of God's patience to Jehoram. 2Ch 21:8. Edom. Flourishing kingdom of Jehoshaphat dwindling away. Edomites governed since time of David (1Ki 22:47; 2Ki 3:9) revolted. Defeated in first, they made another attempt, succeeded, and Libnah, on south frontier towards Edom, followed example. 2Ch 21:11. Fornication, signifying unfaithfulness in following other gods (cf. 2Ki 9:22).

2Ch .—Elijah's writing to J. The document in question is not called a letter (iggereth or sepher), but a writing (micetab), Words. The only notice of E. in Chronicles. As prophet of northern kingdom, natural that he should engage but slightly the historian of southern one. Notice one of considerable interest. Shows that E. did not confine attention to affairs of his own state, but looked beyond its borders, to check progress of idolatry in Judah. It proves that the prophet was upon earth after the death of Jehoshaphat (2Ch 21:13), whence it follows 

(1) that the account of his translation occurs in Kings out of its chronological order, and that 

(2) Elisha, who prophesied in the time of Jehoshaphat (2Ki ), commenced his public ministry before his master's translation [Speak. Com.]. Some think this was not E. the Tishbite, but one distinct from him; others that this should be Elisha. 2Ch 21:13. Way, extreme measures which dishonoured God; better, not idolators, as thou art. 2Ch 21:14. Plague, stroke, invasion of Philistines (2Ch 21:16-17). 2Ch 21:15. Disease, a chronic and incurable dysentery. 2Ch 21:17. Brake, i.e., "wasted it" (Vulg., vastaverunt), applied to cities (cf. ch. 2Ch 22:1; Jer 29:2; Eze 30:16).

2Ch .—End of Jehoram's reign. Out off by his malady in two years. No burning, not honoured by his subjects; desired, unregretted. Custom of giving or withholding funeral honours introduced from Egypt into Judæa.

HOMILETICS

THE SUCCESSION OF JEHORAM.—2Ch 
I. The cruelty by which he entered upon his reign. "Slew all his brethren". In covetousness for their positions, or jealous at their authority. Pretending he was not secure, or under false accusation. Grievous sin to cut off kindred because better than ourselves (2Ch ). Fratricide common. Kings filled with "maliciousness, envy, murder" (Rom 1:29).

"Base envy withers at another's joy,

And hates the excellence it cannot reach" [Thomson].

II. The wickedness which dishonoured his reign. He began wrong and went on to worse. 

1. He walked in idolatrous ways. "Like as did the house of Ahab" (2Ch ). The husband of a wicked woman, he became corrupt, idolatrous, and vile. 

2. He drew his people into the same snare. He encouraged whoredom in high places. By counsel and example, by force and penalties, "compelled Judah thereto" (2Ch ). In a land where the true God resided, the sad spectacle beheld of king and people forsaking his service and giving themselves to excesses and abominations of heathen gods! 

III. The calamities to which wickedness exposed his reign. God forsaken, subjects withdrew allegiance, no defence. 

1. Tributary provinces rebelled. Edom revolted and made themselves a king (2Ch ). Lebnah, a city in his own kingdom, threw off his yoke (2Ch 21:10). Arabians encouraged to rebellion (2Ch 21:16). Thus, 

2. The kingdom almost politically extinguished. By destruction of his army, capture of Jerusalem, and plunder of royal palace; by devastation of the country and deportation of royal family (2Ch ). Wicked men insecure in business, position, and prospects. "A man shall not be established by wickedness." 

IV. The sad events which terminated his reign through wickedness. Sins great and retribution grievous, "a great stroke" (2Ch ). 

1. Loathsome disease in his person. 

2. Unregretted in his life. 

3. Dishonoured in death. At the early age of 40 smitten with disease, a nuisance to himself and others. The palace turned into a hospital and a tomb. Not loved in life, not lamented in death. Denied a royal, sepulchre, and only out of respect allowed interment in the city of David! Sad picture, awful moral!

JEHOSHAPHAT'S FAMILY ARRANGEMENTS.—2Ch 
I. Prudent in plan. The eldest son appointed to succeed, the others governors of cities and enriched with "gifts of silver and of gold". This very arrangement might provoke jealousy. Look further than time and higher than worldly prudence. 

II. Difficult in execution. Jehoram not established without struggle; slew his brothers, with princes attached to their interest or ready to avenge their deaths. Thus he disappointed the good intentions of his father, and, like many, founded his kingdom in blood (Hab ). 

III. Frustrated in purpose. We arrange, others upset. "Things excellently designed," says Cicero, "have often a very ill event". Often special trial to leave the fruits of labour, the treasures of home and empire, "unto the man that shall be after us". Will they be devoted to perpetuate a godly name or desecrated to the world? "And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man or a fool?" (Ecc ; cf. Psa 49:10; Psa 39:6).

THE LAMP OF DAVID'S HOUSE.—2Ch 
Apostasy would have led to entire extinction of royal family, but for the divine promise to David "to give alway a light (candle or lamp) to his children "(2Ki ). 

I. How the lamp was kindled. A divine "gift". All rights from God. None can create a family, build a kingdom without him. "I have ordained a lamp for mine anointed". 

II. How the lamp was preserved from extinction. The same power that lit, kept the light burning. Wickedness of the king, abominations of the people and surrounding darkness of idolatry almost destroyed it. God remembered and fulfilled his promise. "For thou wilt light my lamp; the Lord my God will enlighten my darkness" (Psa ). 

III. How the lamp will permanently shine. The dynasty of David the source of light to all generations—raised from degradation and persecution to honour and prosperity. The past a pledge for future. In Christ the light shall shine for ever, can never be darkened nor extinguished. "Unto his (Solomon's) son will I give one tribe, that David my servant may have a light (lamp) alway before me in Jerusalem?" (1Ki ).

JEHORAM A WARNING HISTORY

I. In marriage neutralising effect of religious education. Good influences and pious training of early days neutralised. Association with wicked made him an idolator, worldling, and profligate. A wedding-day may be a wrong start and turn the joy of life into mourning. 

II. In Conduct entailing sufferings upon himself and descendants. His example pernicious, transmitted poison to successive generations, brought terrible retribution upon himself and his kingdom. Achan "perished not alone in his iniquity". 

III. In life a fearful warning to all. To parents not to marry their children for policy or profit; to guard their associations, friendships, and alliances; above all, to set a good example, lest folly in them becomes sin in their offspring. To young people to shun evil companions and never forget the claims of truth and God. "He that walketh with wise men shall be wise, but a companion of fools shall be destroyed".

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . The unfaithful king. Calamities which befel Jehoram appended "because he had forsaken the Lord God of his father". 

1. Seduced by his wife. Athaliah, daughter of Ahab, a worshipper of Baal. "There needs no more than a bad wife to undo a family" (Bp. Patrick). 

2. Encouraged idolatrous practice. Established altars in high places; set up groves, images, and pillars, and filled the country with heathen abominations. 

3. Forced the people to follow his example. "Compelled Judah" (2Ch ). "This was the worse, because in Jerusalem, the holy city; and because he caused them to do it, partly by his allurements and partly by affrightments, as did Julian also the apostate, qui persudendo persectus est" [Trapp].

2Ch . Elijah's writing. When written? how sent? for what purpose? Learn the word of God sent to correct, if despised may become our worst enemy. This letter foretold the doom of the king, but unheeded and sad prediction fulfilled. "Why is he not then better believed? If some astrologer had once or twice prognosticated, and it proved true, he should be much carried up and credited. And shall not God's prophets be so?' Believe the prophets and ye shall prosper.' But many believe them no otherwise than they do the predictions of an almanack, if so much" [Trapp].

2Ch . No burning. Dishonoured by his subjects. On account of 

(1) sins he committed, 

(2) calamities of his reign, 

(3) humiliating nature of his death. J. died in bloom of manhood, but lived long enough to teach that "he that soweth iniquity shall reap vanity."

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-12
CRITICAL NOTES.] In this chapter the reign of Ahaziah (2Ch ); his and (2Ch 22:7-9); and usurpation of Athaliah (2Ch 22:10-12). Parallel in 2Ki 8:24-29; 2Ki 9:27; and 2Ki 11:1-3.

2Ch .—Succession and beginning of A. Ah. (called Jehoahaz, 2Ch 21:17) chosen by the people, elder brothers slain by Arabs and could not be ransomed. Forty and two, an error of transcription for 22 (2Ki 8:26), for J., his father, not more than 40 at death (2Ch 21:20); daughter, i.e., grand-daughter of Omri, founder of family (2Ki 8:18-26). 2Ch 22:3. He also as well as his father walked, &c. 2Ch 22:4. They, Athaliah and Jehoram of Israel, her brother (cf. 2Ch 22:1; 2Ch 22:3; 2Ch 22:5).

2Ch .—Visit of A. to Jehoram. This ver. and next have come from a source used also by writer of Kings, and are nearly identical with 2Ki 8:28-29 [Speak. Com.]. War of two kings against Hazael, aggressive to recover Ramoth-Gil., which Ahab and Jehoshaphat had failed to do fourteen years earlier (1Ki 22:3-36). J. wounded by Syrians withdrew from siege to Jezreel, leaving his army under Jehu within the walls of town. Ahaz. went to visit Joram, and met with death. 2Ch 22:8. Sons, princes of royal house, on a visit met with Jehu, and 42 of them slain (2Ki 10:14). 2Ch 22:9. Hid, about to hide in Samaria, where friends (2Ki 10:12-15) were, but turned aside by pursuers, brought to Jehu, was wounded mortally, fled and died at Megiddo. None left of royal house to assume rule.

2Ch .—Athaliah's usurpation (cf. 2Ki 11:1-3). Seed royal, who aspired to govern. Bed-chamber, in a chamber of mattresses, a repository for beds, not a lodging chamber. Jeh., as priest, had a right to occupy buildings in outer wall, and resided in one of these apartments.

HOMILETICS

AHAZIAH'S WICKED REIGN.—2Ch 
I. Its beginning through home influence. Here all start life in right or wrong direction. Foundations then laid, habits then formed, are permanent factors in future years. To begin life without godly training and virtuous principles will ensure failure, often early and final. Home influence affects societies, churches, and nations. "They that rock the cradle rule the world," said Napoleon. 

II. Its continuance by evil counsellors. A. and her brother counselled A. (2Ch ). Bad training, bad advice. Formed in childhood, directed as a man, how could his reign be otherwise? "In the multitude of counsellors there is safety," and the larger the number the greater the safety. To one such Pharaoh owed the security of his kingdom from desolating famine. But "where no counsel is," or only evil counsel, "the people must fall" (Pro 11:14). A nation with evil legislators like a ship directed in the midst of rocks in imminent peril. "The counsels of the wicked are deceit." 

III. Its end in judgment which it entailed. A. survived to be the ruin of her son, as she had been the bane of her husband (2Ch ). Under her influence he began a career of ungodliness and licentiousness which ended in his destruction. Certain and irretrievable ruin results from wicked counsel and wicked life. "How oft is the candle of the wicked put out! and how oft cometh their destruction upon them! God distributeth sorrows in his anger."

THE POWER OF A MOTHER'S INFLUENCE.—2Ch 
For is a kind of explanation, the reason assigned for results which are given. "For his mother was his counsellor to do wickedly." 

I. It begins early in life. Education begins sooner than parents imagine; long enough before they are responsible; even when they begin to see, feel, and observe. Hence great importance to have first teaching of a child. Early impressions are elementary principles out of which mature life is organised. "When should I begin the education of my children now four years old?" asked a mother from a clergyman, who replied, "Madam, if you have not begun already you have lost those four years. From the first smile that gleams upon an infant's cheek your opportunity begins." 

II. It moulds through life. A living power, forming character and directing conduct. The child becomes a man, the subject becomes a sovereign; influence is thus repeated and transmitted. Home the most powerful school in the world. Mother's influence for good or evil mightier than pulpits and thrones. "My opinion is," said Napoleon, "that the future good or bad conduct of a child depends entirely on the mother." 

III. It leaves permanent impress upon life. Alexander the Great could never correct the faults of gait and manners learned in childhood from Leonidas, his master. The face, words, and example of mothers leave permanent influence. "Every first thing continues for ever with the child; the first colour, the first music, the first flower, paint the foreground of life. Every new educator effects less than his predecessor; until, at last, if we regard all life as an educational institute, a circumnavigator of the world is less influenced by all the nations he has seen than by his nurse" [Richter].

"The fond attachment to the well-known place,

Whence first we started into life's long race,

Retains its hold with such unfailing sway,

We feel it e'en in age, and at our latest day" [Cowper].

THE DEATH OF AHAZIAH.—2Ch 
I. Untimely in its method. Neither advanced in life, nor delicate in health. On a friendly visit to see a sick relative! Surely this errand of pity the occasion of gladness, not grief? Death everywhere at home and abroad, in our own families and those of friends. From the desk, the pulpit, and the throne we may be suddenly carried to the grave. 

II. Brought about by companionship with evil men. Intimacy with Joram involved him in the common ruin of Ahab's house. "Tell me with whom thou goest, and I will tell thee what thou art," is the Spanish proverb; rendered into English, "A man is known by the company he keeps." To be seen with the frivolous is to be known as frivolous; to have friendship with the wise is to enjoy reputation for wisdom; but "a companion of fools shall be destroyed."

"Heaven with a secret principle endued

Mankind to seek their own similitude."

III. Arranged by the providence of God. "And the destruction of A. was of God by coming to J." (2Ch ). Remarkable that threatened vengeance was brought on house of Ahab at the very time King of Judah was visiting Joram, that he might partake of punishment as a descendant of wicked Ahab. No evidence that Jehu fixed on this time from wish to include Ahaziah in punishment; nor was he aware of his presence at Jezreel. Unexpected concurrence of circumstances. All result of immutable purpose, and accomplished by a wonderful arrangement of Providence in time and place. May escape for a time, but no concealment from divine retribution.

WOMEN GOOD AND BAD.—2Ch 
What a contrast in these verses! Two females acting very different parts. 

I. A bad woman engaged in wicked designs. Athaliah endeavours to destroy seed royal after death of her son. To this wickedness impelled in rage at destruction of Ahab's family, hence David's family must share the same fate; in zeal for idolatry and worship of Baal, which she was determined to uphold amid opposition; in regard to her own defence and in ambitious desire to usurp the throne and transmit the crown to her own family. "Athaliah had inherited the spirit of Jezebel, her mother. As wife of Joram and mother of Ahaziah, she had guided both the internal and the external policy of the Jewish kingdom; she had procured the establishment of the worship of Baal in Judæa (2Ki ), and had maintained a close alliance with the sister kingdom. The revolution effected by Jehu touched her nearly. It struck away from her the entire support which she derived from the power and grandeur of her relatives and their readiness to help her at need. It isolated her religious system, severing the communication with Phœnicia. Moreover, the death of Ahaziah deprived her of her legal status in Judæa, which was that of Gebirah, or queen-mother, and transferred that position to the chief wife of her deceased son. Under these circumstances, which might well have daunted even a woman of more than ordinary courage, Athaliah's hereditary spirit and energy asserted itself. Instead of yielding to the storm, or merely standing on the defensive, she resolved to become the assailant, and, before any plans could be formed against her, to strike" [Speak. Com.]. 

II. A good woman engaged in benevolent designs. The family of David not entirely destroyed. J., daughter of Joram (not of Athaliah, Josephus), wife of Jehoiada, the high priest, took Joash, her nephew, to conceal and save him (2Ch ). The lineage of David and the human descent of Messiah suspended on the life of a child one year old! This loyal act a benevolent work, the means of fulfilling prophetic words and blessing the world! Women may be devils or ministering angels. "If once she falls, it is the fall of Lucifer" [Colton]. But "in great crises it is woman's special lot to soften our misfortunes" [Napoleon].

"Her office there to rear, to teach,

Becoming, as is meet and fit,

A link among the days, to knit

The generations each with each" [Tennyson].

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-21
CRITICAL NOTES.] This chapter parallel with 2Ki , evidently from same source, although presenting certain points of difference. In Ki. narrative related from civil point of view, in Chronicles writer concerns himself mainly with the ecclesiastical aspect of the transaction [Speak. Com.]. Joash is made king (2Ch 23:1-11); Athaliah slain (2Ch 23:12-15); and worship restored (2Ch 23:16-21).

2Ch .—Joash made King. J. strengthened, braced himself to the effort from which he had previously shrunk [Speak. Com.]. Captains, centurions of royal guards loyal to legitimate heir of crown. Covenant for overthrow of Athaliah's tyranny. 2Ch 23:2. Gathered, probably at time of festivals, to disarm suspicion. Israel, i.e., Judah. 2Ch 23:3. Congregation, select Levites and trusty persons, collected by captains from various cities. Said, Jehoiada said, pointing to Joash. Lord (2Sa 8:12-13). 2Ch 23:4. Ye. Levites received orders, in Ki. orders to royal guard given. Entering, Levites released each other every Sabbath day (1Ch 9:25). Porters, watchmen. Doors, Hebrew thresholds. 2Ch 23:5. Courts, people not admitted ordinarily, on this occasion allowed to witness proceedings. Remember Athaliah had completely desecrated the entire enclosure [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 23:6. Watch, see that no worshippers of Baal forced their way in. 2Ch 23:7. Compass, Levites not engaged as indicated to surround king at entrance and exit. 2Ch 23:8. Dismissed, not to keep a sufficient force for the occasion; armed them within temple courts to avoid suspicion (2Ch 23:9), and equipped "all the people," i.e., combined princes, guards, and Levites, who surrounded the king. 2Ch 23:11. Testimony, The law according to which he was to rule (Deu 17:18).

2Ch .—Athaliah is slain. She is permitted to enter outer court without a guard. 2Ch 23:13. Pillar, platform on which king elevated to be seen. Treason, conspiracy. She was taken out of temple grounds to horse gate (for king's mules), and there slain (2Ki 11:16-18; 2Ki 23:2; 2Ki 23:6; 2Ki 23:12).

2Ch .—Jehoiada's reforms. J. represented the Lord (2Ki 11:17); ratified the covenant to be the Lord's people (2Ch 23:16); destroyed temple of Baal (2Ch 23:17); and arranged for restoration of priests and Levites, singers and porters. 2Ch 23:20. Brought down, escorted king to palace, through high gate, chief gate of outer court (gate of guard, 2Ki 11:19). Quiet, a bloodless revolution (except Athaliah's death) and free from tyranny and idolatry.

HOMILETICS

JOASH MADE KING.—2Ch 
Six years of Athaliah's tyranny had ripened the people for revolution. They were weary and ready for change. Agents and managers at hand, and the revolution was successful. 

I. The measures adopted. "Every step was taken in accordance with the usages which had been gradually gaining head during the previous reigns, and all the means which his office placed at the disposal of Jehoiada were freely employed" [Stanley]. 

1. He concerted with the leaders of the army. Indirect communication with the five officers of loyal guard, whom he bound by solemn oath. 

2. He enlisted the co-operation of the Levites. These divided into three bands: one to guard the king, the other two posted at doors and gates. Captains and military officers entered the temple unarmed to lull suspicion, and furnished with sacred armoury. All courts of temple filled with those favourable to the cause, and secret kept wonderfully. "The words of the wise are heard in quiet" (Sir ). 

II. The leading man to arrange them. Jehoiada chief in this conspiracy. A man of prudence, piety, and commanding position. United by marriage with the royal family, he sought to overturn the usurper, and restore lawful sovereignty. As high priest it was his duty officially to watch over the temple and execute the laws of God. In his signal services to God, his king, and country he was supported by chief authorities civil and religious, counselled by the prophets of his time, and directed by divine guidance. He earned a foremost name in Israel, and was buried with honour in the city of David. 

III. The time in which the measures were carried out. Success depends upon time, the exact moment as well as method. The Sabbath was the day fixed. Needful to have as large a force as possible. Those detained who under other circumstances would have gone home. But the excitement of the moment did not make J. forget the sanctity of God's house. None but priests and ministering Levites permitted to enter, and strict orders given to take Athaliah out of its precincts. 

IV. The success which attended the execution of the measures. At the given signal the king was exhibited and crowned. Bystanders clapped hands together and raised the national shout, "Long live the king." Trumpeters announced the royal inauguration. Athaliah entered the temple, saw the fatal hour was come, rent her royal robes, and cried out, "Conspiracy, conspiracy!" but the temple was kept from pollution; the throne of David was preserved, and the worship of God restored. A revolution carried out with tact, unanimity, and with little bloodshed. "All the people of the land rejoiced; and the city was quiet."

THE REFORMS OF JEHOIADA.—2Ch 
Only part of work done by overthrow of tyranny and death of Athaliah, to complete revolution government must be settled and interests of religion secured. 

I. The national covenant was renewed. A covenant with Israel "to be unto him a people for inheritance" (Deu ; Deu 27:9; Exodus 19). A threefold covenant by which the king bound himself to rule according to divine rule, and the people pledged themselves to be loyal to him as God's representative—by which the king and people agreed to "be the Lord's people." Sensible of obligation to God, we are bound closer to one another. Men first give themselves to the Lord and then to us (2Co 8:5). Starting in this spirit they are more likely to prosper in families, churches, and kingdoms. 

II. The idolatry of Baal was destroyed. This immediate fruit of the renewal of covenant. Baal's temples, altars, and images shattered to pieces by popular fury. Beside the altar fell the priest of Baal, for God commanded that seducers to idolatry should be put to death (Deu ). Sins must be forsaken and overcome; every usurper in heart and life dethroned, and God's reign supreme over all. 

III. The worship of Jehovah was restored. Priests were appointed to their courses, and sacrifices duly offered. Singers and porters arranged according to former custom. Praise and thanksgiving filled the courts of God's house, and worship restored in its ancient purity. 

IV. The throne of Judah was established. The young king wonderfully preserved, was brought down from the temple to the palace, seated on the throne—"the throne of the kings of Judah" (2Ki )—and crowned as lawful sovereign. "Through the priesthood the lineage of David had been saved and the worship of Jehovah restored in Judah, even more successfully than it had been in Samaria through the prophets" [Stanley]. 

V. The priesthood was elevated to highest honour. "During minority of Joash, Jehoiada virtually reigned. The very office in some sense created by him. He raised the priesthood to an importance which (with single exception of Eli) it had never before attained in history of the Jewish nation, and which it never afterwards altogether lost. The name of ‘High Priest,' which had not been given to Aaron, or Eli, or Zadok, was given to him, and afterwards continued to his successors. He was regarded as a second founder of the order, so that in after days he, rather than Aaron, is described as the chief" [Stanley].

TEMPLE WORSHIP RESTORED AND ESTABLISHED.—2Ch 
Reparation of this venerable fabric first object, and one of the great events of his reign. From Joash seemed to come the impulse. "Joash was minded to restore the house of the Lord." It had suffered from neglect, been spoiled of its treasures, and only a faded remnant of former splendour. 

I. In its structure and worship. Its outward form, its foundations had been injured, "broken up" (ch. 2Ch ) by Athaliah's workmen taking away stones for her own temple. Priests had not taken care to repair the breaches, but the king zealous. Sad to see ministers dilatory in sacred duties, professors with mere form becoming careless and hypocritical! Spiritually its worship was restored in purity and attraction. Officers appointed for departments, lawful sacrifices offered, and true service revived. 

II. In its method of support. An account of measures adopted (2 Kings 12). Three sorts of money levied—redemption money, estimation money, and freewill offerings. This method seemed to have failed for some reason, and the plan adopted in chapter 24 (cf. outline). 

III. In its principles and design. Its purpose to remind of God and his claims, to afford the privilege of meeting and praising God. In teaching it set moral before ritual, intoned the minds of kings, the lives of the people, and the traditions of the nation. From God came restoration from danger, elevation to honour, and prosperity to all ranks. Hence needful to have a fixed place to cultivate reverence and social fellowship; to embody order and devotional life. Common worship is the necessity of our nature and the command of Scripture; the indestructive principle of Sabbatic law and temple ritual. The recognition of God—the formal recognition of him by the people as Ruler, Saviour, and Portion—is the germinal moral principle of duty and religion.

"One place there is—beneath the burial sod,

Where all mankind are equalised by death;

Another place there is—the fane of God,

Where all are equal who draw living breath."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Joash made King. 

1. Presented in the temple. 

2. Crowned with the diadem and testimony. "It is the first direct example of a coronation. The diadem, probably a band studded with jewels, was placed on his head by the high priest, and upon it the sacred ‘testimony,' which, in the reign of Jehoshaphat, had been raised into new importance. It seemed like the intimation of a limitation to the king's despotic power—an indication that he was not to be, like David, above, but beneath the law of his country" [Stanley]. 

3. Anointed with sacred oil. According to Hebrew text, 2Ki , by people; to LXX. (of same), by Jehoiada; to 2Ch 23:11, by Jehoiada and his sons. 

4. Accepted by the nation. Trumpets and shouting, "God save, lit. Long live the king" (2Ch ). A form used among Continental nations, as the French "Vive le Roi." "Our own form of loyal acclamation comes from the ritual of daily responses and of the ancient coronation service, ‘Domine, salvum fac Regem,' which is taken from Psa 19:9, as in Sept. and Vulgate Versions. Coverdale translation (1537) gives ‘God save the new kynge'; Geneva (1560) ‘God save the kynge.' The Authorised Versions of 1539 and 1572 had ‘God send the kynge life'"[J. H. Blunt].

2Ch . The crown and the testimony. Two important symbols. The crown the sign of power, and the law the sign of theocratic wisdom. "Finely are both the crown and the book presented to the king, that he might be not only mighty, but also wise, or (as we may say) know God's word and right. Thus even now we make kings with a sword and book" [Luther].

2Ch . Death of Athaliah. 

1. By secret plot. 

2. By agency of high priest. 

3. By co-operation of the people. 

4. As a righteous judgment. "This woman ruled viciously, selfishly, without regard to patriotic instinct or patriotic right, and having filled the cup of her iniquity, the people arose, and Athaliah was slain with the sword" [Parker]. Athaliah might well have written, as Mary Queen of Scots did in a window at Fotheringay Castle:—

"From the top of all my trust

Mishap hath laid me in the dust" [Trapp].

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-27
CRITICAL NOTES.] This chapter parallel with 2 Kings 12; gives same order of events with fresh matter and in different style. Joash's interest in religion under guidance of Jehoiada (2Ch ); forsakes the God of his fathers after death of Jehoiada (2Ch 24:15-22); distressed by Syrians and put to death by his servants (2Ch 24:23-27).

2Ch .—Zeal of Joash under influence of Jehoiada. Days, Jehoiada lived after accession of Joash twenty-three years (2Ki 12:6). Idolatry of king confined to last ten or fifteen years. 2Ch 24:3. Two wives, anxious to secure succession to throne, and limit licence which kings permitted themselves (1Ki 11:3; 2Ch 11:21; 2Ch 13:21). 2Ch 24:4. Repair, renew, strengthen. Levites hastened not, through limited funds or indifference (2Ch 24:5). 2Ch 24:6. Collection, tax assigned by law for tabernacle; half a shekel from every one (Exo 30:12-16; Exo 38:25). 2Ch 24:7. Sons, Ahaziah and elder brothers (2Ch 21:17), devoted to idolatry, and who carried out their mother's designs against temple. 2Ch 24:8. Chest, full particulars 2Ki 12:9. 2Ch 24:9. Collection, contributions flowed in after proclamation. 2Ch 24:10. End, until enough to complete restoration. 2Ch 24:12. Did work, overseers of work (2Ki 12:11). 2Ch 24:13. Perfected, lit. the healing (binding, cf. Neh 4:1; Jer 30:17) went up (was laid, Jer 8:22). State, lit. on its measure, original proportions Exo 30:32. 2Ch 24:14. To minister, refurnishing temple with utensils, &c.

2Ch .—Joash declines after the death of Jehoiada. This paragraph not in Kings. Full of days, not applied to many. Years unparalleled from Exodus downwards. Many dispute this age, others see no reason to do so. 2Ch 24:17. Obeisance, flattered the king, requested toleration for idolatry. Hearkened, yielded to them. 2Ch 24:19. Prophets, names not mentioned, except Zech., who warned of danger. 2Ch 24:20. Spirit came clothed. 2Ch 24:21. Conspired, they would inflame the king, urge him to extreme measures. Stones, the punishment for idolators (Lev 20:2). Court, between temple and altar (Mat 23:35). 2Ch 24:22. Said, dying words of Zech. utterance of prophetic doom.

2Ch .—Syrian invasion and death of J. End, turn of the year; time of such expeditions. Came, led by Hazael, whom Joash bribed to withdraw from siege (2Ki 12:18). Destroyed, a mere handful of men inflicted humiliating defeat upon collected force of Israel (2Ch 24:24). 2Ch 24:25. Departed, pressed on against Jerusalem after defeat of Joash's army, but retreated because enriched by gold of temple (2Ki 12:18). Diseases; plural of intensity, sore distress. Bed, where he lay sick. 2Ch 24:26. Zabad, Zachar perhaps originally, as letters are of like form; in Kings, Jozachar. Shim., Ki. Shomer. Mothers only given. 2Ch 24:27. Burdens, according to common usage in prophetic writings (2Ki 9:25; Isa 13:1; Lam 2:14) are denunciations of coming evils [Keil] (2Ch 24:19). Story (marg.), commentary, the memoir contained in state annals.

HOMILETICS

REGARD FOR GOD'S HOUSE.—2Ch 
Remarkable that first movement should come from the king and not the priest to restore temple. Jehoiada had permitted it to remain unrepaired during the whole period of his regency. Now Joash, not regardless of the place which had given him shelter, displays zeal. 

I. In repairing its physical Structure. "Mindful to repair (renew) the house," which was in decay. No right to permit dilapidations in God's house than in private property. We should keep it in repair, make it attractive and durable outside as well as inside. Many more concerned for their own than for God's house; build and adorn for themselves, but neglect God. "Is it time for you, O you, to dwell (at ease) in your ceiled houses, and this house lie waste?" (Hag ). 

II. In urging others to interest themselves in this work. J. consulted officers, advised them to collect expenses from the cities, reproved the high priest, and urged all to diligence. "See that ye hasten the matter" (2Ch ). Too long had they been negligent. The honour of God and the interests of the nation demanded exertion. Shamefully remiss are many who ought to be awake and first. Let us be alive ourselves, and excite others to the work. "Nothing of worth or weight can be achieved with half a mind, with a faint heart, with a lame endeavour," says South. 

III. In creating a fund to keep it in repair. 

1. A tax was levied upon the people (2Ch ). Priests ordered to collect the three kinds of money (cf. 2 Kings 12), but were careless, and did not call upon the people, or people had little confidence in management of priests that they were reluctant to pay dues. What money was collected not applied to proper use. "The breeches of the house were not repaired." 

2. A freewill offering box was provided. The general levy failed. A chest made, hole bored into lid, and placed at door to receive voluntary offerings of people. A separation thus made between money for repairs, "incidentals," and money for support of priests. This novel, touched the hearts of the people. Cheerfulness and sufficiency the result (2Ch ). Need of reform in management of Church finances. Great deficiency in serious consideration, conscientious liberality, enlightened system and Christian patriotism. 

IV. In the lawful use of the fund thus created. Formerly money sadly misappropriated. 

1. Duly audited by proper persons. The Levites took the box to "the king's scribe, and the high priest's officer came and emptied it," counted it, put it into bags, labelled and sealed as customary, and delivered them to overseers of building to pay workmen and buy necessary materials. 

2. Thus nothing misappropriated. Nothing lost. Confidence in financial business. No account exacted, overseers honest, and surplus, after repairs, appropriated to purchase of temple furniture (2Ch ). This a type of apostolic method, an example to the Christian Church. 

V. In the completion of the work begun. Many hindrances. Prevalence of idolatrous customs, official dilatoriness, failure of first plan, and lethargy of people. But work went on, priests ashamed, and consented to measures adopted. All difficulties finally overcome. "The work was perfected (healed), restored to beauty, set in its measure and proportion, and strengthened in durability and structure" (2Ch ).

The foregoing outline may suggest other thoughts. I. It is natural for the believing heart to regard the house of God. Its interests ever dear to the Christian. To him the temple is the house of bread—his Bethlehem; the centre of attraction, fellowship, and joy. It is instinctive for him to mind it, as it is natural for the hart to pant after the waterbrook, or doves to fly to their windows. II. When men pay due regard to God's house, they will provide for its interests. They build, and keep the fabric in repair; provide for sustenance of its agencies, and perpetuation of its worship; always and everywhere revere the place in which God is publicly worshipped. III. In thus providing for the interests of God's house, they promote the welfare of the nation. Both intimately connected. Associations of worship affect the education, culture, and morals of the community. Public worship is the secret power of the Church, the nurse of virtue in the nation.

NATIONAL RELAPSE INTO IDOLATRY.—2Ch 
A great change after death of Jehoiada. Many took part in revolution which dethroned Athaliah and placed Joash on the throne, on political not religious grounds. Dislike to rule of a woman, a foreigner, without zeal for pure religion, hence relapse. 

I. Beginning with the demands of the princes. "The princes of Judah" came to king (2Ch ). Worldly-minded, hating priestly power, and tired with thirty years' pure and simple worship, yearned for seductive rites of heathenism. They requested permission to worship in high places, not to be put to expensive and frequent journeys to Jerusalem. Advised the king to be more tolerant and less under priestly dominion. By unusual humility, framed a plausible and inoffensive petition, which was granted. 

II. Encouraged by the concessions of the king. Flattered by their "obeisance to the king," he hearkened to them. Pleased and weak-minded, their requests were more agreeable than the dictates of Jehoiada used to be. Princes often flattered and drawn into ruin by those who promised liberty. George III., after his accession, reproved a high dignitary for fulsome adulation, and issued an order prohibiting any clergyman called to preach before him from paying compliments to him. 

III. Protested against by the warnings of the prophet. Z., son of J., urged people from a prominent place not to transgress the commandments of the Lord. This would never prosper, but bring national disaster. Prompted by irresistible influence, he boldly protested against prevailing tendencies. But denunciations unpalatable to the king, roused fierce passions of multitude, and a band of miscreants, instigated by Joash, put him to death (cf. Mat ). But the death of the prophet not the destruction of his message. 

IV. Punished in awful judgments upon the nation. The dying words, a prophetic doom of Z., fulfilled at end of the year. Syrians invaded the land, princes of people destroyed, and immense spoil sent to Damascus. How suggestive the words, "a small company of men" overcame "a very great host"! To men who estimate everything by great numbers and dazzling splendour, this would be a striking calamity. "Wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this their trespass."

THE DEATH OF JOASH.—2Ch 
I. An end embittered by painful malady. "They left him in great diseases," which long confined him in bed. Plural of intensity, a severe malady. Charles IX. of France, author of Parisian massacre, died in great distress. Kingly dignity wards not off loathsome disease. 

II. An end brought about by conspiracy. Not even permitted to die peaceably in his own bed. Perhaps in hope of recovery or escape, his own servants conspired against him. A punishment degrading, depriving death of mitigations and friendships. 

III. An end considered as divine judgment. God smites wicked men in everything; end of one trouble beginning of another. The winds of divine judgments rise from every quarter, bend and break, and no escape from tempest. J. plagued with the Syrians and smitten with terrible disease, met with untimely death, and refused official honour in burial. The memory of the wicked doomed to perish. "Let him not be written with the righteous."

LIFE AND CHARACTER OF JOASH

The beginning well in outward actions and national government. But evident from the history that the rectitude of administration was owing to his preserver and tutor, not to his enlightened principles and sincere convictions. 

I. The instability of his religion. 

1. He was zealous for God under restraint. "Was minded to repair the house," in excitement and prosperity, but zeal died out. "When the sun went down the reflected brightness went with it." 

2. He degenerated when that restraint was taken away. He depended upon wise counsel and piety of Jehoiada; when prop removed he fell. Had no root in himself, and left to his own resources, could not stand. Circumstances not principles made him what he was. When these changed he changed. His religion was temporary and superficial. He only "did right in the sight of the Lord all the days of Jehoiada the priest" (2Ch ). 

II. The honour and disgrace of his reign. A mixed reign, marked with singular honour and stained with remarkable disgrace. 

1. Honourable reforms. He rebuilt and restored temple. Established its order and worship, and thus removed national scandal. He reproved officers in their languid work, adopted efficient means to finish it, and at length the temple stood in grandeur and dignity in which it was left by ancestors, the glory of his own reign and administration of Jehoiada. 

2. Disgraceful crimes. Like Nero, after death of his teacher Seneca, the philosopher, he was stained with crimes. He not only made shipwreck of faith, but in a period of ten years, the restorer of the temple became an idolator; the ward of Jehoiada was the murderer of his son. A reign under excellent guardians (like many in the middle ages and modern times, German Emperors Otto III. and Henry IV., in many respects Louis XIV. of France) at first, ended in humiliation and war. The memory of a king hopeful in beginnings stands marked with blood and the ways of Cain. 

III. The disastrous end of his life. Complicated in deeds of violence. Horrid outrage on a prophet of God—base ingratitude to a family who had preserved his life—atrocious treatment of a true Hebrew prophet—illegal exercise of power and authority as king—some of his acts. Invasion and defeat, severe disease, and smitten while languishing on his bed, by his own servants. "But they buried him not in the sepulchres of the kings." The murderer of the son not permitted to sleep with that father whose memory he outrageously dishonoured. From this review learn—

1. The responsibility of those to whom care of young persons is entrusted. 

2. Caution those yet under guardianship of friends and tutors. 

3. The awful end of those who turn aside from hopeful beginnings.

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Under minority of Joash. 

1. The king well trained and prepared for duty. 

2. High priesthood increased in dignity. "Name ‘High Priest' not given to Aaron, Eli, or Zadok, given to him and his successors; regarded as second founder, and in after days described as chief" [Stanley]. 

3. Morality lax. National religion mixed with worship "in high places." Temple neglected, and money misappropriated.

2Ch . The alms chest. "It is a curiously circumstantial record of a church restoration fund belonging to a period 2,730 years distant from our own time, and perhaps in the lifetime of Homer" [Blunt].

2Ch . Jehoiada. As guardian-priest and patriot. Honoured in age, burial, and reputation, yet lacking in zeal and energy. Melancthon orthodox and learned, but accomplished no great reformation. Luther inferior in some respects, a man for his times and work, bold and zealous, and, under God, effected deliverance from Popery, and the Reformation.

2Ch . Murder of Zechariah 1. Horrid outrage on a prophet of the Lord. A sacred person, a Hebrew patriot. 

2. An instance of base ingratitude. To a family who had preserved his life. 

3. A deed of violence involving great criminality. Illegal and unjust exercise of power, bringing retribution upon king and nation. The last words, "The Lord require it," not vindictive (then a great contrast to those of Stephen, Act ), but a prophetic warning to Jews (Mat 23:35) in time of Jesus and to us. "The act produced a profound impression. It was a later Jewish tradition, but one which marks the popular feeling, that this crowning crime of the House of Judah took place on the Sabbath day, on the great Day of Atonement, and that its marks were never to be effaced. The sacredness of the person and of the place, the concurrent guilt of the whole nation—king, nobles, and people—the ingratitude of the chief instigator, the culmination of long tragedy of the House of Omri, the position which the story held in the Jewish canon, as the last great murder of the last Book of the Old Testament, all conspired to give it the peculiar significance with which it is recorded in the Gospels as closing the catalogue of unrighteous deaths, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah.… who was slain between the temple and the altar" [Stanley].

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 24

2Ch . Hasten. "That I may be of the number of those that spend themselves with labour, and not of those who waste in rust and laziness. Lord! let me rather wear out in the work, than consume (like a garment laid by with moths) for want of use" [Swinnock's "Christian Man's Calling"]. "I like to be at my post, doing my duty; indifferent whether one set or another govern, provided they govern well" [Sir J. Moore].

2Ch . Money. We see here a distinct indication of a practice still followed in the East where large sums of money are concerned, as in the disbursements of the Government, and in the taxes and tributes paid to the Crown. The money in such cases is deposited in long narrow bags, each containing a certain sum, and carefully sealed with the official seal [Kitto]. In East in present time a bag of money passes (for some time at least) currently from hand to hand, under the authority of a banker's seal, without any examination of its contents [Burder].

2Ch . Left the house of the Lord. A man's conception of worship really reaches his life. Let him lose his reverence for the Bible, for God, for man, however much he may boast of it, will in that measure go down. The victory of the enemy will be easy and complete. It cannot be a fatal offence, it may be thought, to neglect the assembly of ourselves together at least occasionally, to regard other occasions of coming together as of equal importance with meetings in the Church. It cannot be wrong surely to elevate certain kinds of intellectual inquiry into a species of worship on the Lord's day; all these thoughts are most insidious, full of temptation, and when perverted, it is in innumerable cases not the lower that is lifted up, but the higher that is degraded or impoverished [Dr. Parker].

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-28
CRITICAL NOTES.] We have succession of A. (2Ch ), his expedition against Moat (5-13), his idolatry (14-16), his war with Joash (17-24), and his death and burial (25-28). Parallel 2Ki 14:1-20.

2Ch .—A.'s succession (cf. 2Ki 14:2-6). Perfect, single heart; not like ancestor David, but like Joash, father. 2Ch 25:3. Slew, executed justice; an instance of right-doing. 2Ch 25:4. Not, as Deu 24:16. Families of traitors often destroyed.

2Ch .—Expedition against Moab. 2Ch 25:5. Old method of organisation by families (Num 2:34), under captains of hundreds, &c. Hired, paid for others, his own army too reduced to protect country. 2Ch 25:8. If, &c., some suppose not dropped out, and would read, "Go alone, and God will not make thee fall." Generally thought to be ironical. "Go (if thou wilt be self-willed) thou, act, be strong, it will be of no avail." 2Ch 25:10. Anger, caused through sudden and apparently unreasonable dismissal. 2Ch 25:11. Salt. South of Dead Sea, where dwelt Seirites, associated with Edom (Gen 36:18). 2Ch 25:12. Rock, unto the height of Selah. "Battle probably fought not far from Selah (Petra); the captains marched to Petra itself, and precipitated from the steep cliffs in its neighbourhood" [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 25:13. Soldiers, mercenaries sent by Joash to ravage Jewish cities from Sam. to Beth., in revenge for considered insult.

2Ch .—A.'s idolatry. Not in Kings. Gods, common practice to carry gods of conquered places as trophies of victory, not generally to be worshipped. 2Ch 25:16. Talked, prophets entitled to counsel kings. Art thou, &c.? lit., "Have we made thee a king's counsellor?" Forbare, ceased remonstrance, asserted his right, and consequences of disobedience.

2Ch .—A.'s war with Joash (cf. 2Ki 14:8-14). Advice, counsel not from God. Face, a challenge to combat (2Sa 2:13). 2Ch 25:18. Thistle. Parabolic forms employed in East to carry unwelcome truths, or express contemptuous sneers. This designed here. A thistle, low shrub; represents A. a petty prince; cedar, the potentate of Israel. The wild beast, the overwhelming army of Israel, would destroy the strength of Judah. The moral of fable in 2Ch 25:19. 2Ch 25:20. Not, sarcastic tone incited more. Asa in a judicial state of blindness. From God, characteristic of the author. Joash overcame A., plundered palace and temple, and took hostages to prevent further war.

2Ch .—A.'s end. Turn away, apostasy followed by maladministration. King lost respect, fled to Lachish, frontier town of Philistines, there traced and murdered. Body brought without pomp in a chariot to Jerusalem, and interred among ancestors.

HOMILETICS

AMAZIAH'S BEGINNING.—2Ch 
Son and successor of Joash, ninth king on throne of Judah; 25 years old at accession, reigned 29 years, B.C. 837-808 (2Ki ). 

I. In ordinary circumstances of succession. A privilege to inherit a crown, great natural rights and positions. Better to become kings and priests, aristocracy of God, to rule over the hearts and affections of men, than on thrones of empires. 

II. With considerable zeal for Jehovah. Did right, "but not with a perfect heart," not like David his father. Half-hearted, zealous for God, but "high places not taken away." Obeying God and making sacrifices, but honouring the idols of Edom. Double-minded, his good beginning as that of Joash unlike his later conduct. 

III. By an act of justice and mercy. Punished traitors who murdered his father, as an act of justice; but was moderate. "With a mercy shown apparently for the first time in Hebrew annals, their children were spared" [Stanley]. Generally families of traitors were destroyed. This act, therefore, had regard for law of God more than customs of nations; displayed kindly feeling, and became a king.

"No ceremony that to great ones 'longs—

Not the king's crown, nor the deputed sword,

The marshal's truncheon, nor the judge's robe,

Become them with one half so good a grace

As mercy does" [Shakes.].

EXPEDITION AGAINST EDOM.—2Ch 
This chief event in reign, an attempt to impose upon Edomites the yoke cast off in time of Jehoram (2Ki ; 1Ki 22:48). 

I. An expedition ambitious in design. Might be natural and prudent to assemble army, class according to respective families, and appoint officers from among brethren, that all might be an army of brothers, relatives, and friends. Might be patriotic to reduce insurgents to former subjection. But A. the slave of reckless ambition; adventurous, fond of conquest and military renown, prone to "meddle to his hurt." Real wisdom to cultivate peace, develop internal resources of kingdom; real "strength to sit still" at home.

"Vaulting ambition, which o'erleaps itself,

And falls on the other side."

II. An expedition in which alien forces were hired for the accomplishment of the design. Edom strong. A. considered his 300,000 troops unequal, hired 160,000 men from Israel, and sets first example of employing mercenary forces. Such help useless, dangerous, and opposed to God's will. He should go alone, in dependence upon God, "who hath power to help and to cast down." Any other plan would displease God and result in defeat. With God's presence our own resources sufficient; without, numbers only ruin, and "make thee fall before the enemy." 

III. An expedition the success of which was turned into a curse. A. heeded not prophet, went, conquered, and captured cities. 

1. In the cruelty exercised. Savage cruelty dealt out in revenge for barbarities inflicted on Hebrews, or to strike terror into a rebellious people. "Man's inhumanity to man." 

2. In the spirit which it begot. Not a spirit of gratitude and caution. Flattered probably by those from whom he "took advice" (2Ch ), he became proud and presumptuous. Burning with revenge for Israel's insult, not satisfied without defiant challenge, he undertakes aggressive war. The fruits of victory misappropriated. Unsanctified successes often turned into curses.

DUTY AND SELF-INTEREST.—2Ch 
A. made every preparation for expedition, ready to start, but suddenly "there came a man of God" and forbids. But what must he do for the money? Lose it and go to war in right way. Learn—

I. That we often invest our resources without prudence or security. Money, friends, position, and life pledged for wrong purposes. Enterprises without divine guidance, gifts used sinfully. Men morally going astray, poor and insecure, though strong and sufficient in their own estimation. The "man of God," the ministry of the word ever meets in the ways of life, condemning our treaties and alliances, reproving our plans and investments, and calling us back to God. 

II. That we are often called upon to sacrifice our resources thus invested. Reluctant to give up besetting sins, worldly pleasure, and to forsake evil ways. Often much at stake in worldly friendships, Sunday trading, and unlawful compacts. "What must we do with our money risked upon it?" "Why forfeit the deposit?" But why strike the bargain if wrong? Why make the deposit without prudence and security, &c.? The answer to all questions, God demands. Before divine authority objections ridiculous. In divine promise compensation for any loss. "The Lord is able to give thee much more than this." 

III. That when called to duty obedience guarantees success and brings abundant reward. Impossible to induce obedience without offer of superior good. Motive power needful. Think not that nature or some law of mind breaks the chains of desire confirmed by habit and long years of life! Calculate not too confidently on moral powers wasted in sinful pursuits! It is never easy for a selfish man to renounce himself even with help of gospel! But God imparts disposition and strength. In sin "the first loss is the best." In duty we find compensation and gain. "The Lord is able to give thee much more than this"—abundant reward for leaving all and following him. "Manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting."

AMAZIAH'S FALL INTO IDOLATRY.—2Ch 
A. took the gods of Edom as tokens of victory, but deserted God who gave victory, and worshipped the idols he captured, like the Romans subduing nations and paying tribute to their gods. 

I. Idolatry most gratuitous. This not asked of him. Probably he sought to disarm spite of Edomites for harsh treatment, or attracted by pomp and splendour of worship of idols. Idolatry, sin fascinates unholy men. But what humility and disgrace voluntarily and slavishly to bow down! 

II. Idolatry most unreasonable. The gods could neither protect themselves nor worshippers, senseless and most absurd to lean upon them or put them in place of Jehovah! The sinner, a criminal and a fool, can give no reason for his choice. "Why hast thou sought after the gods of the people, &c.?" 

III. Idolatry most dangerous. It estranges further from God, confirms self-will, and binds us faster to the false and debasing. It brings down rebuke from God, and leads to destruction. "Wherefore the anger of the Lord was kindled against Amaziah."

THE DANGERS OF SUCCESS AND AMBITION.—2Ch 
Dangerous to succeed without God. Amaziah's false step at beginning, and the spirit in which it was originated turned the end into misfortune. 

I. Success begetting pride and ambition. The victory of Edom made A. proud; its issue unblest; kindled boldness and a spirit of revenge. He glories in strength. Success led him on to fresh undertakings which involved defeat. "Pride cometh before destruction, &c." 

II. Pride leading into presumption. Thought himself more than a match for King of Israel. He cannot sit still, must punish him for wrong-doing, and sends the challenge, "Come, let us look one another in the face." The bitter and contemptuous language of the parable only enraged him to repeat the challenge. Nothing checks. "He is a proud man, neither keepeth at home, who enlargeth his desire as hell, and is as death, and cannot be satisfied." 

III. Presumption ending in destruction. Exultation often the prelude to downfall, downfall more dismal and complete on account of previous eminence. Prosperity of fools destroys them. 

1. Warning unheeded. Edom conquered. Be content. Stay at home. Why meddle to thy hurt? 

2. Blinded by self-security. He could not be defeated, could see no danger, and knew not that God had forsaken him. 

3. Miserable failure. Joash surprised him before ready for war; defeated him in a pitched battle; routed his army, and took him prisoner. The disasters of his conduct created opposition and conspiracy, and he was slain. No real, permanent success to ungodly man. If no reverses in life, death makes him a wreck. His honours and achievements buried in the dust, and he stands naked in the presence of God!

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Right, but not with perfect heart. Many good things in A., had respect for ordinances of religion, knew Scriptures, and had desire to do right. But failed because not thoroughgoing in principle and piety. 

1. Much half-heartedness, levity, and superficial goodness. 

2. A perfect heart required. Earnest, consecrated feeling and energy. "He had a good name; it imported ‘one strong in the Lord and in the power of his might;' but he was far enough from that" [Trapp].

2Ch . Two practices. Revenge and forbearance. One natural to man and prevalent in the East. "Revenge is sweet to man." Difficult to stop with one life, without taking another. But God controls and educates men by law. The other practice of divine authority. "It is strange at first sight, that when the law contained so very plain a prohibition, the contrary practice should have established itself. But we must remember first; that the custom was that of the East generally (see Dan 6:24; Herod. III. 119, &c.); and secondly, that it had the sanction of one who might be thought to know thoroughly the mind of the legislator, viz., Joshua (cf. Jos 7:24-25)" [Speak. Com.]. Always better to forbear than revenge.

"Revenge at first, though sweet,

Bitter ere long back on itself recoils"

[Milton].

2Ch . 

1. The question of the king. "Art thou of the king's counsel?" Who authorises, entitles thee to give advice? 

2. The prophet's reply. Consists of two parts—(a) He "forbare" to dispute. Silence best answer to some; contention makes them worse. (b) He predicts. "The prophet ceased his remonstrances and retired, but aimed a Parthian shaft on quitting the royal presence, ‘If I am not of thy counsel, I am of God's counsel, and know what is determined there. God has counselled to destroy thee.' For fulfilment of prophecy, see 2Ch ; 2Ch 25:27" [Speak. Com.]. Not hearkened. 

1. A sign of hardness, judicial blindness and obduracy. 

2. A ground of desertion by God. Ignored and forsaken, the result natural. 

3. A prelude to destruction.

2Ch . The parable of Cedar and Thistle. 

1. The inequalities of character and condition of men. Great and little, contented and restless, &c. 

2. The ridiculous conduct and ambition of some men. The less, the more unsettled and ambitious, the more meddlesome, &c. 

3. The need to be satisfied with present possessions. Grasping after more may lose what you have. The miseries of discontent. Quench that fire which

"Preys upon high adventure, nor can tire

Of aught but rest; a fever at the core,

Fatal to him who bears, to all who ever bore "[Byron].

Tarry at home. 

1. Better for individuals, than meddle, create mischief with neighbours, seek home comforts and decencies. Officious interference creates discord. Meddling the parent of strife. "It is an honour for a man to cease from strife; but every fool will be meddling." 

2. Better for nations to look to themselves, stay at home and cultivate arts of peace than engage in aggressive wars. Kings dethroned, governments upset, and empires rent asunder through hasty war.

2Ch . Providential consequences. "After the time from following the Lord. The writer means to observe that the violent death of A. followed on his apostasy not closely in point of time—for it must have been at least fifteen years after (2Ch 25:25)—nor was, humanly speaking, caused by it; but in the way of a divine judgment—a complete fulfilment of the prophecy, 2Ch 25:16" [Speak. Com.]. Sequences in the natural as well as moral world. Forsake God and duty, violate law, then risk and disaster. "For it came of God, that he might deliver them into the hand of their enemies, because they sought after the gods of Edom."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 25

2Ch . Law. When the Lord laid down that law he taxed human forbearance to the uttermost. It may not seem to be so in reality, but test the matter by human consciousness and by human action. Have we not wronged whole families? Have we not often thrown in the child as if he were part of the father, and let both be crushed by the mill of revenge? [Dr. Parker].

2Ch . What of hundred talents? Do your duty and leave the rest with God [R. Cecil]. This is the first of rights, the only absolute duty. No right more sacred [Vinet]. There is little or nothing in this life worth living for, but we can all of us go straight forward and do our duty [Wellington].

2Ch . Success. There is a glare about worldly success which is very apt to dazzle men's eyes [Hare]. Watch lest prosperity destroy generosity [Beecher]. Success at first, doth many times undo men at last [Venning].

2Ch . The gods of the people. Idolatry is one of the most unconquerable of all the corrupt propensities of the human soul. Miracles under the new dispensation had scarcely ceased, apostolic fathers were scarcely cold in their graves, before idolatrous forms were again superinduced upon the pure spirituality of the Holy Gospel [Walker].

2Ch . See one another in face. Every presumption is properly an encroachment, and all encroachment carries in it a still further and a further invasion upon the person encroached upon. Presumption never stops in its first attempt. If Csar comes once to pass the Rubicon, he will be sure to march further on, even till he enters the very bowels of Rome, and break open the Capitol itself. He that presumes steps into the throne of God [Dr. South].

2Ch . Buried.

"Death lays his icy hand on kings;

Sceptre and crown must tumble down,

And in the dust be equal made

With the poor crooked scythe and spade" [Shirley].

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-23
CRITICAL NOTES.] Uzziah's character (2Ch ). "It is not too much to say that we are indebted to Chronicles for our whole conception of the character of Uz., and for nearly our whole knowledge of the events of his reign" [Speak. Com.]. Uz.'s fame and achievements (2Ch 26:6-15); U.'s sin (2Ch 26:16-21); U.'s end (2Ch 26:22-23). Parallel to this in 2Ki 14:21-22; 2Ki 15:1-7.

2Ch .—Uz.'s character. Azariah (help from Jehovah) in Kings. Uz. usual form (strength from Jehovah). Eloth, an important port (2Ki 14:22). 2Ch 26:5. Days of Z., who sustained relation Uz., as Jehoiada to Joash, exercising salutary influence and guiding.

2Ch .—Uz's. fame and achievements. Not in Kings. Jab., Jabneal (Jos 15:11). Dismantling of these, and building of other cities among the Philistines, is a restoration of things in time of Jehoshaphat (2Ch 17:11). 2Ch 26:8. Ammonites. Countries east of Jordan became tributaries, and by rapid success of victories his kingdom advanced to Egyptian frontier (cf. Isa 16:1-5 with 2Ki 3:4). 2Ch 26:9-10. Buildings, towers in the wilderness—i.e., held pasturage on borders of Holy Land as refuges for flocks and herdsmen. Wells (cut out many cisterns) from rook. Low country between hills of Judæa and sea. Plains east of Jordan. Carmel, not the mountain, but cultivated portions of hill tract. Husb., cultivated agriculture and arts of peace. 2Ch 26:11-15. Army and engines of war. 2Ch 26:11. Men, a body of militia divided into companies or regiments, which served in rotation. 2Ch 26:12. Number of chiefs, heads of families, occupying positions over the army. 2Ch 26:13. The number of troops does not exceed that in time of Amaziah (2Ch 25:5). 2Ch 26:14. Different weapons for different classes of men. 2Ch 26:16. Engines, machines for discharging missiles; the balista for stones, and catapult for arrows or darts.

2Ch .—U.'s sin and punishment. Lift up to do wickedly, in pride. Priests only permitted to enter holy place (Num 18:7). U. presumed to act as neighbouring princes. High priest remonstrated, and intended to expel or hinder by force. 2Ch 26:19. U. angry was struck suddenly with leprosy. 2Ch 26:20. Hasted, in fear of death denounced upon those who invaded priest's office. 2Ch 26:21. Several, separate, lit, the house of liberation, an infirmary; he was excluded from communion.

2Ch . U.'s end. Isaiah took part in composing the records of the kingdom (chap 2Ch 1:1; 2Ch 6:6). "He cannot have been contemporary with Uz. as an adult for more than a very small portion of his long reign. Most critics regard him as about twenty when Uz. died. He must then have written his history of Uz.'s reign rather from documents and accounts of others, than from his own knowledge" [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 26:23. Field, i.e., in the burial ground, but in a separate sepulchre, as the corpse of a leper would have polluted it.

HOMILETICS

UZZIAH'S CHARACTER AND SUCCESSFUL REIGN.—2Ch 
The reign of U. was vigorous, and signally blessed. He was successful as a king, though he failed as a man. 

I. Uzziah's character is promising. Signs of ability and usefulness. Acts well as a ruler, and fills high office with credit to himself, and benefit to the nation. 

1. He was active in promoting the interests of his kingdom. He overcame its enemies in south and west, strengthened its fortifications and commercial relations, was a patron of agriculture, cultivated vineyards, and protected flocks. He administered internal affairs with peace and prosperity. 

2. For the greater part of his reign he lived in the fear of God. "Did right in the sight of the Lord" (2Ch ). Never deserted the worship of the true God, and was much influenced by the prophet Zachariah. Happy in his guardian, "He sought God," who made him to prosper. 

II. Uzziah's reign is successful. Success crowned all efforts and enterprises until fatal error blasted his life. 

1. In its financial resources. Flocks, wells, husbandmen, vine-dressers, and foreign commerce. 

2. In the extent of his dominion. He overcame the Philistines, and demolished their cities. "God helped him against the Arabians." The Ammonites rendered tribute to him, and his conquest extended to the Egyptian frontier (2Ch ). 

3. In the strength of his defences. Cities well fortified, military forces well organised, equipped, and commanded. 

4. In the splendour of his fame. His name spread far and wide. Palmy days of David and Solomon seemed to return; failures of preceding reign wiped away. Judah possessed an active, enlightened, and prosperous king, who conducted himself as became viceroy of Jehovah, and prospered in all things. "His name spread far abroad, for he was marvellously helped, till he was strong" (2Ch ).

UZZIAH'S SIN AND PUNISHMENT.—2Ch 
Long and uniform prosperity a severe trial for any prince. Uzziah's goodness gave way. "His heart was lifted up," and he committed grievous sins, for which he suffered severe punishment. 

I. Uzziah's sins. 

1. He was lifted up with pride. Elated with a splendid career, he forgot his position and was changed in spirit. "When he was strong, his heart was lifted up." It is strength, not weakness, that makes proud and arrogant. Affliction and reverses humble. In Pharaoh, Sennacherib, and Nebuchadnezzar see fearful evils of pride. "By that sin fell the angels." 

2. He usurped the priestly function. He can do anything in his kingdom; perhaps thought priestly qualities were natural to royalty, and that in exercising them he revived suspended rights, and restored primitive custom. The intrusion a sin of great magnitude, "for he transgressed against the Lord his God, and went into the temple of the Lord to burn incense," &c. 

3. He showed daring presumption. The act involved a claim to abrogate the priestly office, a defiance of ancient decree originating in rebellion of Korah: it was rebuked solemnly and signally, but U. defied and resisted opposition, was determined to minister, "took the censer and was wroth with the priests."

"Pride is still aiming at the blessed abodes,

Men would be angels, angels would be gods." [Pope].

II. Uzziah's punishment. "The Lord had smitten him." 

1. Retributive and severe. A leper—"a leper until the day of his death." The crown lost, and his forehead stained with marks of guilt. 

2. Deprived of his own function by invading the province of others. U. was obliged to recognise the authority which he despised; compelled to leave the palace by venturing into the priesthood, and had to dwell in a separate house, "like the slain that lie in the grave, whom Thou rememberest no more; and they are cut off from Thy hand." Be content with your own place. Discharge your own duties without seeking to intrude into others. The leprous king is a warning to all that we are not to "minister to men in things pertaining to God" without permission. Step out of your lawful calling, you create disorder, play the fool, and bring destruction upon yourselves and others.

"God gives to every man

The virtue, temper, understanding, taste,

That lifts him into life, and lets him fall

Just in the niche he was ordain'd to fill."

UZZIAH'S SIN

Rightly to understand it remember what barriers he had to break before he could resolve to do it. He had to disregard the direct command of Jehovah, that priests alone could burn incense upon His altar; to despise the history of his people, to defy the holy name by which he himself was called. Therefore because his rebellion was so great, his defiance of correction and of God so flagrant, the Lord smote him, and he bore till death the mark of the curse that fell upon him. 

I. We see here prosperity and pride. Mere worldly prosperity often the prelude to daring impiety. U., a good king, but a bad priest: not the priest whom God had chosen. Statecraft and policy have no claims to spiritual direction. Spirit of the gospel not that of a successful worldling, but that of a little child of the kingdom. 

II. We see here pride and punishment. It is a part of God's order of nature that bodily pains should often rebuke and reveal the workings of an ungodly soul. The solemn truth that pride and passion are destroyers of men, the remembrance of those destroyed by them, are admonitions to us. "Verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth." 

III. Punishment and shame. Hope of Uzziah given in record of his hasting to go out of the temple. His proud heart broken; he was smitten with shame. A man not altogether lost while he can feel shame. God quickens "the sorrow of the world, which worketh death," into "godly sorrow working repentance to salvation not to be repented of [Dr. A. Mackennal].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . In this and the next ten chapters we have the histories of Uzziah and ten more kings of Judah, in whose days prophesied the most of the prophets, both major and minor; to whose writings these eleven chapters lend not a little light, and are therefore diligently to be read and heeded [Trapp].

2Ch . Marvellously helped till strong. Two kinds of help, natural and supernatural. 

1. A time when we cannot help ourselves. Infancy. 

2. A time of growth when we can help ourselves. Youth, manhood. 

3. When thus strong the supernatural help ceases. Not less provision made on that account. There is joy and co-operation with God. As an earthly father requires to be obeyed and served, beholds strength and disposition to co-operate, so the Heavenly Father, &c. [Dr. Matheson].

2Ch . Lifted up. 

1. By pride of money. 

2. By pride of intellect. 

3. By pride of wit [Thain Davidson]. Learn—I. The abominable nature of pride. A rivalry and robbery of God. The sin of Satan and unregenerate men generally. Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, &c. II. The awful transgression to which it leads. Transgressed and went into the temple. "Men would be angels, angels would be gods." III. The power of God to abase and punish the proud. Honour and dominion, mind and body under God's control. Reason dethroned, the countenance stamped with idiocy, when he pleases. Madness, leprosy, and death at his bidding. "Come, and it cometh." Most exalted insignificant atoms before Him. "God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 26

2Ch . His name spread abroad.

"Unblemished let me live, or die unknown;

O grant an honest fame, or grant me none"

[Pope].

2Ch . Went into temple. We do not believe that the Christian ministry is any less Divine than the Levitical priesthood, or that the commission it bears is less clear and definite. The conclusion is, that the intrusion into it, an usurpation of its powers, or a violation of its order, be it by prince or peasant, by scholar or unlearned, by good men ignorantly, or by evil men presumptuously, cannot be anything else but offensive to God, and fruitful of mischief to mankind [R. Hallam, D.D.].

2Ch . They withstood. When Theodosius, the Emperor, was at Thessalonica, in revenge for certain of his judges slain there, made a great slaughter among the people by his soldiers, who destroyed 7,000 citizens Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, heard to his great grief, and when the Emperor, afterwards returning to Milan, would have come, as his manner had been, to the holy assembly, he stoutly withstood him, saying, "With what face canst thou look upon Him who is Lord of all? With what feet canst thou enter His house, whom thou hast so deeply displeased? How canst thou receive His body with those hands so drenched in Christian blood? or drink His blood with that mouth that commanded such inhuman slaughter? Depart, therefore, and go not about to add one wickedness to another, but stand thou excommunicate, till by repentance thou hast obtained pardon of God, and given satisfaction to his offended people." The good Emperor—religiously bred, knew well what was fit for a king to do and what for a bishop—returned to his palace, acknowledged the greatness of his sin, and spent eight months in weeping and lamentation; then coming to Ambrose, begged pardon and absolution, which, after many rebukes, he obtained [Trapp].

"This is truth the poet sings,

That a sorrow's crown of sorrow is remem bering happier things" [Tennyson].

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-9
CRITICAL NOTES.] This chapter is par. with 2Ki , and taken mainly from the same source or sources. Ampler than narrative in Kings, and given with certain religious reflections after manner of writer (cf. Speak. Com.). Jotham's character (2Ch 27:1-2), Jotham's buildings and wars (2Ch 27:3-6), Jotham's death and successor (2Ch 27:7-9).

2Ch .—J.'s character. Right, better than his father, as he did not intrude into temple. 2Ch 27:2. Corruptly, which frustrated his efforts to reform (cf. 2Ki 15:35). For general character of corruption, see Isaiah 1-5.

2Ch .—J.'s conduct. Built, i.e., repaired. High gate, the north hill of temple. Ophel, i.e., the mound or eminence on south-eastern slope of temple hill. Much to defend Jerusalem in every direction. 2Ch 27:4. Mountains, hill tract of Judah. Castles (2Ch 18:12), forts to check invaders. Ammon, restless under the yoke of Uzziah (2Ch 26:8), revolted against Jotham. Revolt repressed, and higher tribute exacted. 2Ch 27:6. Prepared, marg. established; directed, disposed his ways aright (cf. Pro 21:29).

2Ch .—J.'s death. Wars besides with Ammon, in later years with Rezin and Pekah (cf. 2Ki 15:37). City, i.e., "with his fathers" (2Ki 15:38), in the sepulchre of the kings.

HOMILETICS

JOTHAM'S PROSPEROUS REIGN.—2Ch 
I. He began by imitating his father in good, not evil ways. Amaziah considered a good king in the greater portion of his reign, though guilty of two great sins (cf. 2Ki and 2Ch 25:2; 2Ch 25:14; 2Ch 25:16). J. imitated his father in all respects, except impious usurpation of priestly office. Far more easy to copy bad than good deeds. But J. took warning from his father's folly and punishment, acted a wise part, and displayed a piety singular and conspicuous among "the people" who "did corruptly." 

II. He became powerful by the adoption of right measures. He detected the dangers, and desired the welfare of his kingdom. 

1. His military measures. He strengthened Jerusalem, fortified country places, and repressed revolting nations. Wise to fortify against attack and guard weak places in character, churches, and kingdoms. 

2. In religious measures. "He prepared his ways before the Lord his God" (2Ch ). Earnest and whole-hearted in piety. Thoughts fixed on God, and desired to please him in life. "In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths." This leads to power and prosperity, for both come from God. The more steadfast in religion, the more able to resist evil, perform good, and influence others.

PREPARATION AND STRENGTH.—2Ch 
Here we get an insight into Jotham's purpose and ways. He prepared his ways, exercised forethought, arrangement, and prayer. 

I. All Strength is gained by preparation. Not the result of accident or negligence. Strength of body and mind, strength of character and position, result from exercise, discipline, and growth. The virtue of the soil, the events of Providence, the creation of the world, and the incarnation of Christ after long and silent preparation. 

II. All preparation must be in recognition of God. This invests all acts with influence, and gives them religious character. "Prepare thy work without and make it fit for thyself in the field". 

1. In recognition of God's supremacy. "Before the Lord". God sovereign and supreme Ruler. All power in his hands, all events under his control. 

2. In covenant with His mercy. "Before the Lord thy God". Conscious of God's presence and love; a sense of interest and sonship. Loving appropriation and humble dependence. 

III. When a person thus prepares his ways before God, he will become mighty. "J. became mighty because he prepared his way". Preparations never vain; rashness and haste lead to failure and misfortune. Strength and success gained by fixed resolve, entire consecration, and devout preparation. Mighty in prayer, influence for good given "before God"; required in Christian effort and in a sinful world. "Mighty through God".

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . "According to all that his father Uzziah did". One single act of impiety destroys not general good character of his reign [Speak. Com.]. People did corruptly, civil injustice and social cruelty; laborious service and empty ritual; foreign oppression and providential misery (cf. Isaiah 1-5). Jotham a witness for God in prevalent corruption and national faithlessness.

2Ch . Jotham's life. His mother's name and relations. His age at succession (2Ch 27:1). His great achievements: built cities, conquered enemies, and became mighty in fame, wealth, and power. His death a lamentation, and his son an unworthy successor. "Wrought a woeful change, being optimi patris pessimus filius" [Trapp].

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-27
CRITICAL NOTES.] This chapter corresponds with 2 Kings 16, and gives chief events in same order. Narrative fuller in military affairs, yet an omission of two or three facts. Idolatry of A. and its consequences (2Ch ); release of captives (2Ch 28:9-15); Assyrian help sought (2Ch 28:16-21); continued trespass and distress (2Ch 28:22-25); end of A. (2Ch 28:26-27).

2Ch .—Idolatry of A. and its consequences. 2Ch 28:2. Molten, i.e., representatives of different forms or characters of the chief Phœnician deity. Return to superstition of Northern kingdom, from which Judah had been clear since days of Joash. 2Ch 28:3. Burnt, restored worship of Moloch, savage god of Ammon. Heathen, Canaanites. 2Ch 28:4. Tree, great extremes (cf. 2Ki 16:4). 2Ch 28:5. Two battles with Rezin and Pekah not in Kings. 2Ch 28:7. Azrik., governor, chief officer of royal palace (cf. 1Ki 4:6; 1Ki 18:3; 2Ki 18:18).

2Ch .—Release of captives. Oded, possibly same as Iddo. Samaria, where Elijah, Elisha, and other prophets exercised their vocation. Rage, great, violent, and displeasing to God; reacheth, where God hears. 2Ch 28:10. Purpose, in heart. Sins, with you greater than in Judah, therefore oppress not erring brothers. 2Ch 28:11. Deliver, send back. Fierce, law forbade Israel to make bondmen (Lev 25:39-46). 2Ch 28:12. Heads, patriarchal chiefs who formed king's counsel. 2Ch 28:13. Forbade captives to be brought into Samaria. Offended, remembered, confessed their own sins, and felt ashamed. 2Ch 28:14. Remonstrance successful. 2Ch 28:15. Name, the four in 2Ch 28:12, acting with general consent of whole body of princes and people. 2Ch 28:15. Prisoners released, fed with spoil, and conveyed to Jericho on their way home. Palm (Deu 34:3).

2Ch .—Assyrian help sought. Time, after disastrous war with Ephraim and Aram. Kings, more than one in succession or in conjunction; other versions give singular instead of plural. 2Ch 28:17-18. Assign reason for seeking help. Invasion (2Ch 28:18) and refractoriness of Judah (2Ch 28:19). Naked, lit., "had caused licentiousness in Judah". Had allowed Judah to break loose from religious restraint. 2Ch 28:20. Distressed by heavy tribute, and no help rendered.

2Ch .—Continued trespass and affliction. Yet more, "trespassed still more". Spoliation (2Ch 28:21) of no avail. 2Ch 28:23. Sacrificed, superstition led him to believe that he might receive aid from the gods of D., Hadad, Rimmon, &c. (2Ki 16:10-16). 2Ch 28:24. Cut, demolished; shut up, suspended worship, and made altars after models at Damascus. Several, separate.

2Ch .—End and burial of A. Written, &c. (2 Kings 16). 2Ch 28:27. Brought not, buried with his fathers (2Ki 16:20), but not in sepulchres of the kings. Not an honourable burial.

HOMILETICS

THE EVIL REIGN OF AHAZ.—2Ch 
A. forgot principles and example of his father. Soon apparent by what unhappy influences he was surrounded, and to what degeneracy the people had fallen. Increase of worldly wealth and luxury in reigns of Azariah and Jotham introduced corruptions which, by the example of Ahaz, prevailed in idolatrous practices of every kind (2Ch ). 

I. The unmitigated wickedness of Ahaz. A. one of the stupendous examples of Israel, one of the few men in history of whom not one good thing is recorded. His wickedness uniform, unmitigated and extraordinary development. 

1. He patronised symbolic worship of Israel. "Walked in the ways of Israel" (2Ki ) at beginning of reign. All forms and practices of heathenism among Israelites he adopted. 

2. He practised gross idolatry of Canaan. Not content with paganism, he imported fresh modes of worship. He restored idolatry of Moloch, and fixed it under the very walls of the city, "the valley of Hinnom." He gave personal sanction to cruel rites, by causing his sons to pass through fire, to burn them to death, or purify them and dedicate them to heathen gods. A custom in Persia for the king to send his son, seated on a black horse, to ride through the flames, to prove sacredness of character and to show the people fire will not hurt. This practice forbidden by law (Lev ; Lev 20:2; Deu 18:10). 

II. The fearful consequences of this wickedness. Having left God, God forsook him, and a series of calamities happen. 

1. Deliverance unto the Syrians. This the issue of a confederate invasion. False dependence, heathen gods could not protect. 

2. Fearful slaughter. Smitten by kings of Assyria and of Israel "with a great slaughter," a complete panic and rout result. Defeat bereft them of defence, and they allowed themselves to be slaughtered like sheep. 

3. Disgraceful captivity. "A great multitude of them captives" (2Ch ). Made prisoners, they were divided between allies, sent off under military escort to capitals of Syria and Israel. 

4. National calamity. Persons of distinction among captured or slain (2Ch ). The king's (probably Jotham's) son, governor of Royal Palace and Prime Minister. Loss of these chief officers a national calamity. "How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle?" Thus blood shed, country wasted, and families ruined through sin. A good king may shelter a corrupt people; a bad king may bring judgments like a flood. The happiness of one reign may be valued by miseries of another.

THE RELEASE OF CAPTIVES.—2Ch 
Report of "brethren" led captive excited indignation in better disposed. Oded, a prophet, went out, accompanied with princes, to meet the escort and to prevent disgrace of introducing such prisoners into the city. 

I. Released through stern rebuke of the prophet. O. did not applaud their valour and congratulate them on their victory—in God's name declared their faults and warned them of judgment. 

1. Rebuked pride of victory. Not by superiority in numbers, arms, and valour had they overcome; but in consequence of Divine judgments against Israel. Not for the righteousness of victors (Deu ), but for the wickedness of the vanquished; therefore boast not, "be not high-minded, but fear" (Rom 11:20-21). 

2. Rebuked abuse of power. Victory gave no authority for cruelty. Offensive to keep "brethren" as slaves in war. Might not always right. They had "slain them in a rage," and they further "purposed to keep them under" and sell them as "bondmen and bondwomen." "The wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God." 

3. Rebuked forgetfulness of personal guilt. "Are there not with you, even with you, sins against the Lord your God?" (2Ch ). Ten tribes not innocent, fallen away more completely, more hopelessly, than the two. Severity would add to their guilt and aggravate their punishment. "Thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?" 

II. Released through the humanity of the people. Spirited remonstrance not in vain—chiefs, soldiers, and people touched. 

1. Displayed in the opposition of chiefs (2Ch ). Conscience-stricken when reminded of their own sins. Men of character and high position, remarkable for benevolent feeling, forbade entrance of captives into Samaria—took lead in difficult task of restoring them, and gained themselves a name. 

2. Displayed in compliance of soldiers. Soldiers only obeying orders, might have defended what they gained by sword; but yielded, left captives and spoil at disposal of "the princes" (2Ch ). Right to give up what is wrong to retain—more generous to yield to reason and religion than to stick at self-interest. 

3. Displayed in the kindness of the people. Under benevolent superintendence the captives clothed and fed from the spoils; assisted in their weakness and conveyed on their way home (2Ch ). A beautiful incident, and full of interest. A proof of loyalty to law amid national decline, of generosity in scenes of cruelty, and a type of a greater deliverance in the Gospel.

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Like son, like father. In A. we have—I. A son who rebelled against the maxims of his father. Instead of carrying on improvements inaugurated by his father, we find that he initiated altogether a new state of things. II. A father who was devoid of natural affection towards his children. "He burnt his children in the fire." III. The wicked sons of good fathers may sometimes be fathers themselves, and the evil they have done will be repaid to them again [Bib. Mus.].

2Ch . Oded went out—

1. In courageous spirit. Defying risk to meet face to face. 

2. In faithfulness to God, for whom he acted, and from whom received help. 

3. In benevolent design. Hear me. Here we have the picture of a good preacher. Oded teacheth, reproveth, exhorteth, turneth himself into all shapes, of spirit and of speech, that he may work upon his hearers; and he had his desire. See Timothy's task (2Ti ) [Trapp]. Reacheth up to heaven. Sins of violence—

1. Seen by God; 

2. Provoke God; 

3. Will be punished by God. "Our iniquities are increased over our head, and our trespass (guiltiness) is grown up unto the heavens" (Eze ).

2Ch . Personal guilt, a sense of our own sins should check—

1. In the pride of triumph. 

2. In the control of passion. 

3. In the neglect of charity. Know self, moderate resentment, and imitate God's compassion. Or learn—

1. Man's readiness to judge others. 

2. By judging, treating others harshly, we condemn ourselves. "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy."

"We do pray for mercy,

And that same prayer doth teach us all to render

The deeds of mercy" [Shakes.].

2Ch . Primitive charity. Clothing the naked, feeding the hungry, helping the weak, &c. "We can scarcely find a parallel to this in the universal history of the wars which savage man has carried on against his fellows from the foundation of the world" [A. Clarke]. That which happened in the time of Ahaz, was to occur again, as Isa 43:5-6; Isa 60:3, and other similar passages show on a much larger, more glorious scale at the time of the great redemption. We see at once from the words themselves with what pleasure the historian dwells upon this event [Keil].

HOMILETICS

APPEAL FOR ASSYRIAN HELP.—2Ch 
Invasion of Judah by Rezin and Pekah not mere predatory expedition, but designed to reduce the country, upset the royal family, and establish another tributary prince. Extirpation of dynasties common in East. The older and more venerated the dynasty, the more needful to destroy it. The unconditional promise to David prevented change, and occasioned defeat of allies. 

I. Appeal in imminent danger. Kingdom reduced to great distress—

1. By Invasions of the enemy. After succession of defeats, retreated within walls of Jerusalem, and besieged. Country infested north and south, and cities captured. 

2. By Providential disaster. "For the Lord brought Judah low." Bereft of wealth and power, humbled and helpless for defence. As despicable as they had been formidable. 

3. By Internal disorder. "For he made Judah naked," caused licentiousness in Judah. Bonds of government loosened, restraints of religion thrown off, and idolatry of every degree practised. 

II. Appeal which cost immense sacrifice. "A. took away a portion of the house of the Lord, &c." (2Ch ). 

1. Self independence. "I am thy servant and thy son" (2Ki ). A plain acknowledgment of his dependent position, and the submission of a vassal. 

2. Enormous treasure. To procure adequate sum for protection the palace and the temple ransacked. Costly is the price of sin and departure from God. 

III. Appeal which ended in disappointment. Relief only temporary. Assyria prepared for the advantage. The end worse than the beginning. "The King of Assyria came unto him and distressed him, but strengthened him not." Distressed—

1. By occupying the land. Hostile inroads of the enemy devasted the kingdom. Invaders, like Saxons invited by Britons against Picts and Scots, remained masters of the land. 

2. By exacting heavy tribute. Payments exhausting, impoverished and weakened. The submission of Judah, proffered by Ahaz, pleasing and of utmost importance to projects of conquest. Money demanded in return for help. 

3. By withholding help desired. Nothing but disappointment at last: "But he helped him not" (2Ch ). Ahaz not placed in a safe and independent position; an actual for a threatened subjection resulted. It led to further idolatry and risk, which provoked God's anger and tended to ruin the nation. Sin no "help" nor "strength," but a cause of "distress." Confidence in men, the world, and false ways, create disappointment and pierce the hand like a broken reed. "If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be established." Be firm in faith, or ye will not be made firm in fact [Speak. Com., Isa 7:9].

AHAZ'S DEEPER SINS AND MISERIES.—2Ch 
The infatuated king unchastened by distress, surrendered himself to slavish fear and pursued his course "yet more against the Lord." Notice—

I. The wilful obstinacy displayed in his evil course. He exerted royal authority to extend idolatry; suspended the worship of Jehovah in the temple; committed gross sacrilege, and superseded the altar of God by one from Damascus. He discarded the doctrine of one true God and affected polytheism. His religion was a kind of diplomacy. The Temple, the residence of Jehovah, by the help of the priesthood, was turned into a shelter for idols, and in the streets of Jerusalem were erected altars to foreign gods. 

II. The fearful consequences of this obstinacy. "He sacrificed unto the gods of Damascus which smote him." 

1. God provoked to anger (2Ch ). "The wrath of a king is as messengers of death; but a wise man will pacify it," by proofs of penitence and amendment of life. 

2. Ruin brought upon himself and kingdom. "They were the ruin of him and of all Israel." The gods of Syria befriended him no more than the kings of Assyria. He was cut off in the midst of his days. Pernicious influence of idolatry lasted through the reforms of next reign, and only destroyed after Babylonian captivity. 

III. The awful Stigma which rested upon him through this obstinate course. "This is that king Ahaz." Like "Jeroboam who made Israel to sin," and Judas who betrayed the Saviour, he is branded by the spirit of God. If ever a man is to be held up as a warning, this is the man. Mark him, shun his ways. Not one good thing in his life and no hope in his death!

ABUSE OF JUDGMENT.—2Ch 
"Trespassed more and more" in utterly forsaking God and selling himself to sin. 

I. Judgment abused by mistaking it. He thought because Syrian gods helped them, they would be of service to him. Jehovah had smitten him and helped his enemies, but he could or would not see it. He therefore sacrificed to idols. This a vulgar conception of God, and leads to abuse of devotion and into greater risk. 

II. Judgment abused by defying it. There is still a lofty imperial spirit in Ahaz. Neither judgment nor mercy opens his eyes. When overthrown he must still fight against God, be master of his own condition and destiny. He abused the house of God, the altar of God, and the judgments of God. His heart was more fully set to do evil, and he "provoked to anger the Lord God of his fathers."

LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF KING AHAZ

I. That a course of sin is continually downward. This is a fundamental law of character, the natural working of sin. It propagates itself, but is not self-reformatory. One kind of sin produces another kind, and the law of habit applies to physical, mental, and moral actions. Character becomes fixed. "His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sin." 

II. That God is faithful in checking men in this downward course. "The Lord brought Judah low because of Ahaz, King of Israel" (2Ch ). Disappointed in alliances, overcome in war, captives taken by thousands, and nothing going well. God contended with him, but was despised by him; persevered in efforts to check him, but was defied and resisted. God ever seeks by his providence and spirit to turn men from an evil course which will end in ruin. "That he may withdraw man from his purpose (marg., work) and hide pride from man. He keepeth back his soul from the pit and his life from perishing by the sword." 

III. That if men will not be checked in a downward course they may become notable examples of punishment. "This is that king Ahaz" (2Ch ). The end is come, but not the end of life. Chastised, but not corrected, given to idols and let alone, "he did trespass yet more." What possibilities of human guilt! What distinctions in human shame! "Is not destruction to the wicked and a strange punishment to the workers of iniquity?"

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Send in spite of promise given by Isaiah (2Ch 7:14; 2Ch 8:4), the one immediate and the other remote, that confederate kings should not prevail over him. This—

1. A forgetfulness, wilful rejection of divine assurance. Ahaz by his unbelief had not only disestablished himself (2Ch ), he mortgaged the hope of Israel. He had a policy of his own, and was determined to pursue it. He betrayed the Messiah and deliverer of his people. The assurance of this betrayal is the sign of his obduracy, a signal and terrible proof of his irretrievable sin in calling upon the Assyrians. The king has been found wanting" (cf. Smith's Bk. of Isa., p. 118). 

2. An unworthy acknowledgment of human dependence. God would have been his help, but he foolishly turned to those who ruined him. This proved by Scripture and by Assyrian monuments, which record payment of tribute by tribes of Israel. "His heart was moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind," in craven fear (Isa ).

2Ch . Israel low. The influence of the ruler upon the nation's welfare and condition. Nakedness or abundance, internal anarchy or prevalent order. The higher the rank the more aggravated the sin. A corrupt king a corrupt court (like that of Charles II.). "Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is a child."

2Ch (cf. 2Ki 16:8). Sacrilege upon the House of God. 

1. The king's self-willed assault on established institutions. II. The high priest's concessions. See in this a clear picture of the lack of Christian spirit in the two highest ranks. The State desires to see everything arranged according to its whims: the Church yields for the sake of temporal advantage [Bib. Mus.].

2Ch . This king Ahaz. The stigma fixed. 

1. An expression of the writer's feelings. 

2. An example of the force of sin. 

3. A providential warning to all. "Learn wisdom by the folly of others."

2Ch . I. The true God forsaken. 

1. From wrong views of his character. 

2. From false confidence in his rivals. II. The certain ruin which results from this course. "The ruin of him." Ruin personal and national, physical and moral, present and future. Gods of heathen, gods of sectarianism, gods of gold, or gods of learning will bring ruin. Mistake to seek inspiration, to covet relief, and implore deliverance from wrong sources. "Turn ye unto him from whom the children of Israel have deeply revolted."

2Ch . Acts of Ahaz, which may be thus summed up: 

1. His proud and faithless refusal of a sign by the mouth of Isaiah (2Ch ); 

2. His discontinuance of temple worship by closing the temple itself; 

3. His desecration of the sacred vessels; 

4. His erection of altars to the false gods in every corner of Jerusalem, and in every several city of Judah; 

5. His sacrificing to the gods of Damascus that they might help him. The first and last of these offences belonged to the early part of his reign, the others were among the latest practices, and to be reversed by his successor in the kingdom (2Ki ; 2Ch 29:3; 2Ch 29:19) [Speak. Com.].

I. The Character of Ahaz. 

1. He was one of those whose iniquity is enhanced by the contempt of spiritual privileges; 

2. His downward career was rapidly progressive; 

3. He reached the lowest point of human obduracy. II. The illustration he affords of the appalling power of sin. 

1. Evil habits strengthen by indulgence; 

2. The world increases its power over its votaries as they advance in life; 

3. Sinners in mature years lose the perception of religious truth; 

4. There is a limit to divine endurance, and hardened transgressors are often left to perish in their sin [Bib. Mus.].

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 28

2Ch Did not right. How many a son of godly parents is destroyed by evil communications. Companions first known at school, by near residence, or picked up casually at a friend's house, often blight the most promising young life. It would be mere affectation to suppose that the history of Ahaz is unconnected with the prevalent corruption in Judah during his father's reign. Pharaoh himself was not a more signal instance of forbearance of judgment than he. He had a godly example and godly counsel in his father. But other mercies were given to him, and though some were severe chastisements, yet were they mercies nevertheless, and should have been for his good [Ed. Walker, Ser. O.T. Subjects].

2Ch . Children in fire. The king seems to have had a mania for foreign religions. The worship of Moloch was now established in the valley of Hinnom, in a spot known by the name of Tophet, close under the walls of Jerusalem. There the brazen statue of the god was erected, with the furnace within, or at its feet, into which the children were thrown. To this dreadful form of human sacrifice Ahaz gave the highest sanction by the devotion of one or more of his sons [Stanley].

2Ch . Clemency. The record of this act of compassion of these Israelites towards the captives of Judah is to be noted as affording a refutation of the allegation of some modern critics that the writer of Chronicles was swayed by partiality for Judah and by prejudice against Israel [Wordsworth].

2Ch . Continued sin. The way of sin is down hill, a man cannot stop where he would, and he that will be tampering with dangerous occasions in confidence of his resolution, shall often find himself carried beyond his purpose [Abp. Leighton].

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-36
CRITICAL NOTES.] Hezekiah's reign commenced and carried through four chapters in marked contrast with corresponding portion (2 Kings 18-20). The writer of Kings fixes on civil affairs—the two invasions of Sennacherib and on the embassy of Merodach-baladan, related at length, passing lightly and hastily over Hezekiah's reformation (ch. 2Ch ), the author of Chron. gives a full account of this latter in three chapters (29-31), compressing into one 

(31) the whole that he has to say of the civil history of the reign. Thus chs. 29 to 31 of 2 Chron. contain matter which is almost wholly new; while ch. 32. is little more than a brief summary of what the writer of Kings has related fully in the three chapters which he has devoted to this reign [Speak. Com.].

2Ch ,—H.'s good beginning and restoration of worship. Zech., possibly the person given Isa 8:2. Right, his father's idolatry revolting to him; he began restoration at once. 2Ch 29:3. Opened doors closed by his father (ch. 2Ch 28:24); repaired, lit. made them strong, damaged by Ahaz (cf. 2Ki 18:16). 2Ch 29:4. East street, probably open space before eastern gate. Sanctify, Levitical purity (1Ch 15:12-13). Filth, stains of idolatry. 2Ch 29:6. Fathers, Ahaz and his contemporaries. Turned back, not looking towards rising sun, as Eze 8:16, with their faces from the Temple; but, figuratively, for neglecting and despising God. 2Ch 29:7. Acts of Ahaz. 2Ch 29:8. Punishment for these acts in expressions which are new and have no parallel in the rest of Chron., one which Hez. might naturally use, for it had occurred in a prophecy of Micah (2Ch 6:16), his contemporary and monitor (Jer 26:18), which was probably uttered towards the close of Ahaz's reign. In Jeremiah phrase becomes common (Jer 18:16; Jer 19:8; Jer 25:9, &c.) [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 29:9. Cf. ch. 2Ch 28:6-8. 2Ch 29:10. Purpose of H. 2Ch 29:11. Sons, affectionate, hearty appeal to priests and Levites. Negligent, remiss; burn, make any fire offering generally.

2Ch .—The Temple cleansed. Fourteen chiefs undertake to collect and prepare their brethren. 2Ch 29:15. At commandment of king, "in the business (matters) of the Lord," prescribed by law (Exo 19:22; Lev 11:44). 2Ch 29:16. Priests only entered the house of the Lord. Whatever found there unclean they brought into the outer court, where Levites took it from them to carry beyond boundary of Temple. Kidron (ch. 2Ch 30:14; 2Ki 23:12). 2Ch 29:17. Work began first day with purification of courts and reached porch eighth day. Then eight days more to cleanse Temple; sixteen altogether. 2Ch 29:18. Altar, great brazen, before porch. 2Ch 29:19. Cast away (ch. 2Ch 28:24; 2Ki 16:14).

2Ch .—Hez.'s sin-offering. Early next day H. went with princes, without waiting to assemble representatives of the nation. 2Ch 29:21. Seven, number of covenant. Kingdom, i.e., for sins of kings and predecessors; sanctuary, for sins of priests; Judah, for sins of the nation. 2Ch 29:22. Blood expiates, and Levitical rites duly observed in shedding it. 2Ch 29:23. Sin-offering; hands (Lev 1:4; Lev 4:15; Lev 4:24). 2Ch 29:24. All Israel repeated twice, for sanctuary belonged to all Israel, and invitation given for northern tribes to take part in Passover (ch. 2Ch 30:1). "Northern kingdom in a state of anarchy. Four Assyrian invasions had swept over it within thirty-five years. Hoshea, contemporary of Hez., not an independent ruler. Hence Hez. invited revolted tribes to return, if not to their old temporal, to their old spiritual allegiance. To prepare the way for this return, he included ‘all Israel' in expiatory sacrifice" [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 29:25. Cf. 1Ch 16:4; 1Ch 23:5; 1Ch 29:29. Trumpets, cf. Num 10:8; 1Ch 15:24; 2Ch 5:12.

2Ch .—Hez.'s burnt-offering. Consumed on altar, only fat for sin-offering (Lev 4:19). A sound of instruments heard when old worship recommenced. Sang, some anthem for the occasion. All bowed (2Ch 29:29) in solemn worship. At invitation of king a great number of thank-offerings presented.

2Ch .—Order of service completed. Flaying of victims not a priestly function, but a work of the offerer (Lev 1:6) at first, afterwards on public occasions by Levites, as here. 2Ch 29:34. Upright, i.e., displayed more alacrity than priests; perhaps tainted by idolatry, and looked coldly on reforms of Hez. 2Ch 29:35. Another reason which prevented priests from flaying to completion, was the great demand upon their time by the work to be done. 2Ch 29:36. No small joy at opening of newly consecrated Temple. Prepared the people's minds, or it could not have been done so heartily and immediately.

HOMILETICS

HEZEKIAH'S REFORMS IN THE TEMPLE.—2Ch 
The reign of H. (726-697) culminating point of interest in history of kings of Judah. Whether or not contemporary prophecies foretelling the birth of a Divine Heir to the throne, contained any reference to the son of Ahaz, then a mere child, it is certain that no other Prince since the death of David could so well have answered to them (Hezekiah, Jehovah strengthens). In point of fact, he was the centre of the highest prophetic influence which had appeared since Elijah [Stanley]. 

I. The work itself was well chosen. Methods for extirpating idolatry and accomplishing thorough reformation given in detail. 

1. God's work chosen first. Temple, sacred work. Needful to strengthen and defend his empire, but no work for God can prosper without friendship with God. H. might have done many useful works, become a benefactor to his people, but saw re-opening of fellowship with God most required for nations and individuals. "Seek first the kingdom of God, &c." (a) This in opposition to past example. He did not follow the example of a wicked father, nor listen to the voice of a corrupt court, &c., but did "that which was good and right and truth before the Lord his God." (b) This as a promise of future usefulness. Chose out a work of his own, opened doors, repaired and cleansed the Temple. He pursues work in perplexity, difficulty, and peril. 

2. God's work deliberately chosen. "It is in mine heart" (2Ch ). He begins in right way, and at right end; shows in what consists true wisdom and wise government. A happy opening, an encouraging pledge of his whole course. A course which begins with God, will be one of usefulness and triumph. 

II. The spirit in Which the work was performed was commendable. No compromise; no half-measures; no delay. "In the first year of his reign" he began and delayed not. 

1. In personal consecration (2Ch ). All reformation begins here. Outward work done from life within. Everything depends upon our relation to God, that is, there is a strong moral link between our estimate of God and success. 

2. In tracing historical relationship. He looks back, reads providence, and finds his work. We cannot work efficiently without a survey of the field, and an insight into present requirements. We have incentives to work when we see need of its performance, and feel called to perform it. "Who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?" 

3. In the strength of deep conviction. Convinced of sin and bitter fruits of idolatry, he determines to reverse policy of his father; announced his resolution at beginning of his reign, and waited not for consolidation of his rule. Courage and determination characterise all earnest reformers. 

4. In seeking co-operation from others. Desired help from the ministry (2Ch ). "Sanctify yourselves." By legal rites, specially by penitence, faith and fresh obedience. We should be sensible of our own, and the sins of our fathers; earnestly cleanse ourselves, and co-operate for reformation of others. Let each man, therefore, do what he can, but remember that the secret of social development is combination—that the best social system is that in which organisation for the common good is made most complete and most efficient.

THE LEVITES ENLISTED TO HELP.—2Ch 
The response to H.'s appeal given by Levites in united, hearty service. "Then the Levites arose." Notice—

I. The method in which they rendered help. 

1. They were united. "They gathered their brethren and worked altogether." 

2. They worked in orderly arrangement. Began with outer courts—those of priests and people; they proceeded to inner. But as Levites could not enter the Temple, sweepings were brought by priests to porch, and then carried to Kidron. No hurry; no disorder. "All things done decently and in order." 

II. The rule by which they were guided. As "commandment of the king," but with a desire to obey God's word. "Let the priests also, which come near to the Lord, sanctify themselves, lest the Lord break forth upon them" (Exo ; cf. 1Ch 25:5; 2Ch 30:12). 

III. The report which they made. The house, the altar, and the vessels all cleansed and ready for use. Glad themselves, they came to gladden the king, not to seek reward, nor boast of care and trouble. Happy those who can report successful work. But never failure! To open and repair the door, to light the lamps and sweep the floor acceptable to God.-Let each resolve, "It is in mine heart" (2Ch ).

"Do not, for one repulse, forego the purpose

That you resolved to effect" [Shakes.].

PRAISE AND WORSHIP.—2Ch 
In sixteen days the burnt-offering began; songs were heard, the trumpet rent the place, and all hearts quivered with joy. Observe two points—

I. They were old words that the people sang. Moreover H. the king and the princes commanded the Levites to sing praise unto the Lord, with the words of David and Asaph the seer. What do we want with new words, new hymns, new forms of praise? The time is coming—would it could hasten its longed-for advent—when there will be only one book in the Church. At present the number has been reduced in many instances to two, and one of them we do not want. The time will come when the Bible will be the only hymn book in the house of God. What hymns like the hymns of the Bible? What devotional language like the devotional language of the Psalms? What finer teachers could we have than David, Asaph, and Isaiah, and the mighty minstrels and prophets of Israel? The people had the words all ready. If we want to sing we need not wait for some man to make words for us; so long as the Psalms are before us we may begin our song at once. 

II. Not only were the words old, the enthusiasm was new. "And they sang praises with gladness," literally with exultation, with rapture. Religion is nothing if not enthusiastic. Praise without exultation is but a skeleton form. The whole place in which Christians are assembled for worship should vibrate, tingle again because of the mighty, gracious, holy song. Here we have the changeable and the permanent—the permanent in "the words of David and of Asaph the seer;" and the changeable or capable of increase and variation is the gladness, the enthusiasm, the transport, the holy rapture. Nor was it merely vocal in the sense of displaying musical gymnastic skill, for the people having sung with rapture as if they had not space enough to sing in, as if they would split the overarching heaven with their cry, "they bowed their heads and worshipped." The look was upward, downward; wild with an infinite rationalistic joy, and subdued because of a sense of the majesty of heaven [Dr. Parker].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Notice—I. A mother's influence in the training of Hezekiah. "His mother's name was Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah." 2Ch 29:1. Probably the Zechariah whose influence for good was signally owned of God in the reign of Uzziah (ch. 2Ch 26:5). Perhaps Abijah was neglected by her husband, surrounded by greatest difficulties, for every corner of Judah full of idols; yet she attended to duty, felt the solemnity of her trust, and wonderfully succeeded. II. The sovereign grace of God in the conversion of Hezekiah. A wicked father, a corrupt court, and an idolatrous country, yet Hezekiah chosen and qualified in youth for the throne, and became one of the best three kings of the Jews. "All except David, Ezekias, and Josias were defective, for they forsook the law of the Most Highest; even the kings of Judah failed" (Sir 49:4). This encouragement to parents. God delights in miracles of grace; saves children of unchristian parents, and crowns with honour the faithfulness of godly parents. III. The great work which God performs in the youth of Hezekiah. Only 20 or 25 years old when he began to reign, no common character, no ordinary piety in one so young. The work begun and begun rightly, as soon as seated on the throne; accomplished splendidly by the providence of God. "The Lord was with him, and he prospered whithersoever he went forth."

2Ch . I. A description of apostasy. Mark the order of departure. Trespassed, going beyond; forsaken him; then turning away their faces from the habitation; God forsaken, worship forsaken; finally "turned their backs" entirely and choosing idolatry, the source of all misery. II. The fearful evils which follow exposed to God's wrath manifest—

1. In the invasion and devastation of land, "upon Judah and Jerusalem." 

2. In the fall and mourning of families, "our fathers have fallen by the sword." 

3. In the evils of foreign captivity, "our sons, daughters, and wives are in captivity." 

4. In the disgrace to which they were reduced. Former prosperity and glory fled, now a byeword and hissing, &c. III. The source to which these evils are traced. Hezekiah had discernment to ascribe national calamities to right cause. God caused them on account of their sins. Others, servants or ministers of a moral providence. Men, forces of nature no power at all except given from above. Hence (a) no ground for violence and petty reprisals. Keep down anger against mere agents; (b) The necessity of forming correct estimates of outward vicissitudes, and (c) of learning to discover and submit to God's will the great rule of the universe. As Wordsworth—

"One adequate support,

For the calamities of mortal life,

Exists—one only, an assured belief

That the procession of our fate, however

Sad or disturbed, is ordered by a Being

Of infinite benevolence and power,

Whose everlasting purposes embrace

All accidents, converting them to good."

2Ch . My sons. A fatherly king. With what gentle, paternal eloquence Hezekiah addressed the men on whose co-operation he relied. A pastoral king: a most shepherdly heart was the heart of king Hezekiah. There is a fatherliness that does not depend on age. Hezekiah not an old man, spoke not from under a crown of hoary hairs; but a father because of his capacity of love, unselfish solicitude, patriotic aspiration. There are young pastors, born shepherds; in earliest conscious life they seem to be made to care for others. The pastor is a man who can carry all men. You cannot make pastors, kings, or fathers. Men may bear the nominal functions, but here an entail sanctioned by heaven. Have not some men a right to accost us as sons? Is there not a touch which means solicitude, brotherhood, unity, mutual understanding? The words come to Hezekiah as he needs them; they are his servants, wait upon him. Thus he talks with healthy frankness, tender appreciation, and majestic familiarity which cannot be trifled with [Dr. Parker].

HOMILETICS

CONSECRATION AND SACRIFICES.—2Ch 
I. Sacrifices expiatory. Sin-offerings to atone and make worshipper acceptable to God. Unusually comprehensive, embracing four kinds, and seven of each kind, for sins conscious and unconscious. 

II. Sacrifices for all classes. "For the kingdom and for the sanctuary and for Judah"—i.e., for king or royal house, ministers of the sanctuary, and the people of Judah generally. "Atonement for all Israel" as well as Judah (2Ch ). 

III. Sacrifices dedicatory. After sin-offering, the burnt-offering presented, an expression of self-dedication to God. This a natural order—acceptance, gratitude, and self-consecration. "Now that you have consecrated yourselves unto the Lord, come near and bring sacrifices" (2Ch ). Sacrifices abundant, generous, and appropriate. 

IV. Sacrifices accompanied with symbolic rites. 

1. Laying on of hands, confessing guilt. 

2. Instruments of music expressing gladness. 

3. Bowing of heads denoting reverence and adoration. The solemnities of the day memorable, typical, surprising, and a proof of God's presence. "For the thing was done suddenly."

MUSIC AND CHRISTIAN SERVICE.—2Ch 
This scene beautiful and suggestive. Old life forsaken; new forms of worship resumed, fresh sacrifices presented, and monarch and people working together with gladness and rejoicing. 

I. Christian service begins with fresh demands upon our life. "Now ye have consecrated yourselves, come near." Once far off; now sin forsaken; and all dedicated to God. Near in faith and fellowship, in purpose and daily life. Fresh demands upon time, talents, and efforts. Sacrifices not to self and world, but to God and his cause. Self-surrender, represented by burnt-offerings, perpetually needful. Will and life given to another. "Present your bodies a living sacrifice." 

II. Christian service is a joyful service when these demands are satisfied. "The congregation brought in sacrifices and thank-offerings." No joy in appropriating to self and withholding from God what is due. No happy life except in self-devotion to God and in doing good to others. To live in, and to be of no service to the world, a terrible thing. "The liberal soul (lit., the soul of blessing; i.e., that blesses others) shall be made fat" (satisfied and gladdened) (Pro ). Always a re-active influence in temporal and spiritual matters; action and reciprocal influence the law of the universe. Withhold it, will tend to poverty of spirit; "give and it shall be given unto you, good measure, &c."

"The truly generous is the truly wise,

And he who loves not others lives unblest."

III. This joyful service is the strength of Christian life. Joy from duty not mere luxury or excitement, but help, strength to more perfect work. Whatever God is for us—life, light, love, and strength—it is that we may be the same for others. This is Nehemiah's gospel. "The joy of the Lord is your strength." Joy creates enthusiasm, elevates above despair and opposition, and develops all our resources. As bodies expand through heat, so the soul is enlarged, and effort prompted under the genial influence of joy.

GOD'S PREPARATION.—2Ch 
God prepares in nature and in providence. Men gradually fitted and appointed for their work. Our duty to watch and enter upon work when discovered. 

I. God seen in removing difficulties in the work. Idolatry prevalent, and nation corrupted. The people indisposed, and officials reluctant; the work itself great and perhaps thought impossible by many. 

II. God seen in helping on the work to completion. "The service of the Lord was set in order." Not only difficulties removed, but strength given to finish. If priests could not be found, Levites were ready (2Ch ). No delay, no excuse given. Early in the king's reign the work began, expeditiously was it finished, "for the thing was done suddenly." The people seen gathered together. God gave them "a free heart" and they worked willingly. "This is the Lord's doing and it is marvellous in our eyes."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . The thoroughness of the work done, the readiness and number of those who engaged in it, the method in which they proceeded (2Ch 29:15), and the delights that spring from its completion.

2Ch . On triple division of musical Levites, see 1Ch 25:1-6; 2Ch 5:12. When God has a work to do, he raises up men to do it. But first in rank and position not always fit for service and most willing to enter it.

2Ch ; 2Ch 29:30; 2Ch 29:32-34. Popular generosity and cold officialism. The "free heart" of the people a contrast to the negligence of officials. A reflection seems to be cast upon their dilatoriness and negligence in sanctifying themselves (ch. 2Ch 30:15), of which they were afterwards ashamed "Generosity may sometimes confuse officialism, so that people may sometimes get ahead of the Levites" [Dr. Parker]. Priests should be examples to others, never be satisfied with worldly emoluments, grossed in earthly affairs, and forget the demands of the, people and the duties of their calling. The higher the position, the greater should be the readiness to work.

"In persons grafted in a serious trust,

Negligence is a crime."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 29

2Ch . Door opening. To cleanse the sanctuary is to pray. When Hezekiah opened the doors, by that very act he worshipped; when Hezekiah repaired the doors of the house of the Lord, he wrought a wondrous work upon the heart that was sore by reason of its long-continued need and painful solitude. To repair the building is to worship the living God; to give a cup of cold water to a disciple for Christ's sake is to oblige herein [Dr. Parker].

2Ch . Energy. Energy of character has always a power to evoke energy in others. It acts through sympathy, one of the most influential of human agencies. The zealous, energetic man unconsciously carries others along with him. His example is contagious and compels imitation. He exercises a sort of electric power through every fibre—flows into the nature of those about him and makes them give out sparks of fire [Smiles].

2Ch . Order. Order is the best manager of time; for unless work is properly arranged time is lost; and once lost it is gone for ever. Order illustrates many important subjects. Thus obedience to the moral and material law is order. Regard for the rights and obligations of all is order. Virtue is order. The world began with order, chaos prevailed before the establishment of order [Smiles].

2Ch . Instruments. Music has a most humanising effect. The cultivation of the art has a most favourable influence upon public morals. It furnishes a source of pleasure in every family. It gives home a new attraction. It makes social intercourse more cheerful. Father Mathew followed up his temperance movement by a singing movement. He promoted the establishment of musical clubs all over Ireland, for he felt that, as he had taken the people's whisky from them, he must give them some wholesome stimulus in its stead. He gave them music. Singing classes were established, to refine the taste, soften the manners, and humanise the mass of the Irish people. But we fear that the example set by Father Mathew has already been forgotten [Smiles].

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-27
CRITICAL NOTES.] Preparations for Passover (2Ch ); the keeping of Passover (2Ch 30:13-17); H.'S prayer for unclean persons (2Ch 30:18-22); the solemnities of the second seven days.

2Ch .—Preparations for Passover. Sent messengers. Special letters to remote and near tribes (cf. ch. 2Ch 29:24 for object in sending them). 2Ch 30:2. Second month, a time which allowed for purification of priests, proclamation to be made through all Israel and for absentees. 2Ch 30:3. Other reasons assigned. Pleased, i.e., arrangements made. 2Ch 30:5. Order made and proclaimed from Dan to Beer., i.e., the extent of Israel; "for they had not (for some time) kept the Passover in full numbers, as required (written) by law. 2Ch 30:6. Posts, runners or bearers of letters (ch. 2Ch 23:1-2). Remnant, portions of people had been removed by Assyrian invasions to Asshur (2Ki 15:20), the rest now tributary (2Ki 17:1-4). 2Ch 30:8. Stiffnecked, hardening neck (Deu 10:16); gesture of disobedience (2Ki 17:14; Ezr 10:19; Eze 17:18). Yield, lit., give the hand, i.e., submit (1Ch 29:24; Lam 5:6). 2Ch 30:9. Find, "shall be for compassion before your captors." 2Ch 30:10. Zeb., extreme north. 2Ch 30:11. Divers, certain; representatives of five tribes sent. 2Ch 30:12. Hand, direct ascription to God for united national response.

2Ch .—The keeping of Passover. 2Ch 30:14. Altars which Ahaz had erected in city (ch. 2Ch 28:24) partly for victims and partly for incense—a sign of earnestness. 2Ch 30:15. Ashamed, behind in zeal for worship or given to idolatry, put now to blush by forwardness of people; received burnt-offerings from offerers at doors of inner court, and took them to brazen altar in front of porch. 2Ch 30:16. Hand, Levites being obliged to help in slaying numerous victims. 2Ch 30:17. Charge, because unsanctified people could not do it themselves.

2Ch .—His prayer for unclean. Otherwise, i.e., contrary to Mosaic rites. 2Ch 30:19. Prepareth, so is sincere. 2Ch 30:20. Healed, forgave (sin) uncleanness and delivered from physical or moral consequences. 2Ch 30:21. Seven, according to requirement (Exo 12:18; Exo 23:15); loud, strong instruments, ascribing might to the Lord. 2Ch 30:22. Comfortably, encouragingly to heart. Confession of past sin and keeping feast full appointed time.

2Ch .—Solemnities of second seven days. Took, resolved to imitate Solomon's feast at dedication of temple (1Ki 8:65). 2Ch 30:24. Give, lit., gave as heave-offering (cf. ch. 2Ch 35:7). Thousand, victims liberally offered by kings and princes, many priests sanctified themselves to overtake this extraordinary abundance. Strangers responded to invitation, and not such a national feast since time of Solomon (cf. Josiah's Passover, 2Ki 23:22-23). 2Ch 30:27. Blessed, benediction of priests, who were entitled to bless, reached to heaven itself (cf. Num 6:24-26).

HOMILETICS

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE PASSOVER.—2Ch 
Division of kingdom, disorders which followed, and prevalent idolatry prevented national observance for long time. Hezekiah desired to revive it, consulted princes and chief men, met with hearty response, and resolved to proclaim it. 

I. The invitation to keep the passover. 

1. Official, from kings and princes. 

2. Special, by decree (2Ch ). 

3. Pressing, by letters and proclamation. 

4. Universal, to Israel as well as Judah. Indicating zeal, generosity, and love. 

5. Timely, though temple, priests, and people not duly sanctified by 14th day of first month Nisan. Yet only postponed till 14th day of second month, not a whole year. 

II. The motives to comply with this invitation. In passionate language he urges personal obedience and ready response. 

1. Their covenant relation urged them. God forsaken, though "the Lord God of their fathers" and "the Lord their God." 

2. Their present condition urged them. Trans-Jordanic region desolate. Two tribes in captivity would find compassion from their captors (Psa ), and God would return unto the remnant. 

3. If they complied God would be gracious. "Gracious and merciful, &c." (2Ch ). His fierce wrath would be turned away if they sought him (Joe 2:13). 

4. If they refused God would be angry. 

III. The response which was given to the invitation. A twofold reception. 

1. Some were ready and willing. "Divers of Asher and Manasseh and of Zebulun humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem." "In Judah" God's power seen in zeal and unanimity of people. 

2. Others mocked and insulted. Not merely refused, but openly derided. "Laughed them to scorn." A type of gospel message, "a savour of life unto life or of death unto death." Which to you? Neutrality impossible. Are you refusing or yielding? "They mocked the messengers of God and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against his people, till there was no remedy."

HEZEKIAH'S INVITATION.—2Ch 
Hezekiah determined to keep passover not in selfish spirit within narrow limits of Judah or Jerusalem, but commanded "that the burnt-offering and the sin-offering should be made for all Israel." In this we learn—

I. The centre of unity for all God's people. "The house of the Lord." The sanctuary the centre round which all Israel should gather. Through Jeroboam's act three centres, Jerusalem, Bethel, and Dan. Hezekiah pointed out one. "Turn again to the Lord God of your fathers." Not places of worship, cities of refuge, creeds or denominations, but Christ the centre and bond of unity. One Lord, one table, one object. 

II. The method of securing this unity. 

1. Cherish and cultivate a spirit of love. Hezekiah not cold and exclusive, thought not of his own people merely, but of those in connection with him. Too much sectarianism and bigotry separate true believers one from another and repel the world. 

2. By personal effort endeavour to bring it about. Discountenance everything that promotes separation. Encourage and incite in minds of all Christians a desire to be found together. Not the purpose of God that his people should be "scattered abroad" in bitter feelings, sectarian feuds, and selfish actions. Working to secure the unity of the body, we co-operate with God for a divine object. That "he should gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad."

THE OBSERVANCE OF THE PASSOVER.—2Ch 
I. At an unusual though legal time. "In the second month." "At that time" (in the first month, ch. 2Ch ), they could not keep passover, because priests had not sanctified themselves in sufficient numbers, nor had the people assembled. King and princes consulted not to delay another year, but to hold it second month. Zeal of people might cool down. Present benefit desired. Let circumstances give way to realities. Never neglect a greater for a smaller good. 

II. By an unprecedented number of victims. Hezekiah gave a thousand bullocks and seven thousand sheep. The princes gave a thousand bullocks and ten thousand sheep. These besides the stock of sacrificial animals brought by the people which soon were exhausted. Pious example should ever incite. Rich will never be poorer for genuine liberality. 

III. By the great numbers who attended. Some refused, but others gladly observed passover. All Judah with priests and Levites, some from Israel, the northern kingdom, and strangers—probably proselytes from both Judah and Israel. "A very great congregation" (2Ch ), to whom God's arm was revealed (Isa 53:1), and who were made willing in the day of God's power. No passover like this since the great festival of Solomon, which lasted fourteen days, for excess of Levitical zeal, unbounded joy, and extent of duration.

HEZEKIAH'S PRAYER.—2Ch 
Passover kept, but remarkable is the description, "otherwise than it was written." Many involved in ceremonial or moral uncleanness, and unfit to slay their own lambs; needed intercession of the king, who proved himself to be a true ruler and a true priest for the people. Learn—

I. That purity of heart is required for sanctuary worship. Outward cleansing of Old Testament a symbol of inward. Truth in the inward parts, sincerity of heart and mind needful. Worship is not sensual, but a living fellowship with Christ; for this, preparation must be made. "If thou prepare thine heart, and stretch out thine hands towards him, &c." (Job ). 

II. That the best preparation in sanctuary worship is defective. Not what law requires, not up to spiritual ideal, "according to the purification of the sanctuary." Iniquity cleaves to our holy things, and "there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good and sinneth not." Best offerings, holiest worshippers unworthy—need the intercession, the incense of the great High-Priest. 

III. That when the heart is sincere God will hear prayer. God is Jehovah the good, kind and merciful; proclaiming goodness in forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin. Prayer to Him will be heard. "And the Lord hearkened to Hezekiah." God ever condescending to the upright in shortcomings and defects. But this no excuse for negligence in preparation, for reliance upon duty performed as well as we can perform it, nor any ground for despair on account of weakness or imperfection. "If there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not."

A SECOND JOYFUL MONTH.—2Ch 
A voluntary service made in addition to requirements of law, a fruit and sign of abundant zeal and gladness. This illustrates—

I. The true method of deliverance from sectarianism. No form prescribed. Law not exactly obeyed. The sweetness of unity in decided hostility to separation, idolatry, and narrow-mindedness. Hospitality warmed, the nation enthusiastic and one; numbers grow, and pardon multiplies at the feast. 

II. The true principle of all reformation. Not to pull down what is false, but to build up what is true. Assemble Israel round the altar, lead them into the presence of the God of their fathers; then a mighty power will go forth from Jerusalem to sweep the land from idols, upset the seats of superstition, and confirm righteous works. Not to resuscitate fallen religion by novel measures, to promote excitement, and raise up a denomination, but to return to appointed means, regularly, orderly, and reverently observe divine worship, and restore to freedom and efficiency old institutions by which God will raise the Church and bless the nation. 

III. The only way to secure service out of worship. "When all this was finished, all Israel that were present went out to the cities of Judah, and brake the images in pieces," &c. (ch. 2Ch ). Altars not destroyed in going up to Jerusalem. They needed the experience of the feast, the blessings of worship. Hezekiah began with God in sanctuary, Israel pursued the same order. Power to reform and execute judgment derived from God's presence. Luther and Knox prayerful in closet, therefore successful in reform. "Not by might, &c."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Removal of altars. 

1. Destruction after construction. Evil taken away before good accomplished. 

2. Official lukewarmness to remove evil. Its widespread and its future end. 

3. Personal revival to stir up others.

2Ch . Hez.'s prayer. 

1. Sin brings sickness. Ceremonial uncleanness exposure to danger. In consequence of transgression they had cause to fear physical and moral disease (Lev ). 

2. God the physician. Will heal this moral sickness. "The Lord healed and restored to penitence and health." This revealed probably by a prophet (cf. 2Ki ; 2Ki 20:5).

2Ch . Hez.'s encouragement to Levites. Work holy and great. Unity and resources of all to accomplish it. Hence "H. spake comfortably." I. Qualifications required. (a) Knowledge, good and extensive, ritual and musical. (b) Wisdom to execute and consecrate it to God's service, (c) Humility before God. "Knowledge is proud because she knows so much, wisdom humble because she knows no more." II. The advantages of possessing these qualifications, (a) Ability to encourage others. (b) Facility to arrange and conduct public worship.

2Ch . Reviewing whole, we have—I. A revival of theocratic spirit. II. Destruction of idolatrous customs. III. Establishment of true unity in public worship. IV. A pattern Reformation, in its benevolent design, in the spirit in which it was conducted, and in the priestly blessing it secured. Benedictions fell from lips of leaders, praises of the people ascended to heaven, the nation restored to God "and great joy."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 30

2Ch . Zeal ("My sons, be not negligent") should be inspired by principles, not by circumstances. Yet the value of circumstances must not be underrated, for they are means which God employs to awaken our attention to duty. It is not difficult to trace the course of events through which the dying embers of religious zeal, and especially of zeal for Christian missions, have been kindled by the breath of God. We may not overlook the happy results from the commanding influences of leading men and the powerful impressions produced on the lethargy into which the public mind is ever sinking, by the stirring appeals of pulpit, platform, and press. By such means it has pleased God, in a degree, to conquer public opinion, and they must continue to be plied with unabating energy till the conquest is complete [W. H. Stowel, D.D.].

2Ch . Confession.

"What better can we do than to the place

Repairing where he judged us, prostrate fall

Before him reverent, and there confess

Humbly our faults, and pardon beg with tears" [Milton].

2Ch . Universal joy. I am not unmindful of the assertion that the God of the Hebrews is usually thought of as a Being of preternatural severity, overwhelming men by his majesty, begetting profound and soul-filling awe by his greatness, dwelling in the thick darkness, making clouds his chariot, and sweeping down on his foes like a cyclone. But this representation is one-sided and unfair to a religion which had more festivals than fasts, more psalms than prophecies, and more triumphs than despairs. By the side of intolerance of sin there is mercy that reacheth to the very heavens, and near to the righteousness that is like the great mountains there is a forgiveness that inspires hopeful petition, even out of depth of sufferings and misfortune [Dr. J. Clifford].

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-21
CRITICAL NOTES.] Destruction of idolatry (2Ch ); H. appoints courses and contributions (2Ch 31:2-10); and arranges the chambers and officers (2Ch 31:11-21).

2Ch .—Idol. destroyed (cf. 2Ki 18:4). After festival, all Judah and Benj., i.e. from southern kingdom; in Eph. and Man., i.e., in northern kingdom. Images, statues of Baal; groves, stocks representing Ashtaroth (2Ch 14:3); utterly destroyed, had made an end.

2Ch .—H. appoints courses and contributions. Courses as appointed by David (1Ch 23:6; 1Ch 24:1). The tents, i.e., within the gates (precincts) of the Temple. 2Ch 31:3. King's portion. H. set example in giving tithes (cf. ch. 2Ch 32:27-29 for what possession consisted). 2Ch 31:4. Portion. Having set example, people called to do their part. Priests, i.e., first-fruits (Num 18:12-18) and tithe (ib. 21-24); encouraged, i.e., that they, priests and Levites, might devote themselves wholly to their proper work, the service of sanctuary and teaching of God's law (ch. 2Ch 17:7-9), and not engage in secular occupations (cf. Neh 13:10-14) [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 31:5. Improved state of feeling stirred up to generosity; honey (dates), and tithes brought from Israel in Jerusalem. Others (2Ch 31:6) in country districts brought first-fruits and tithe of sheep and oxen; heaps upon heaps. 2Ch 31:7. Seventh month, which completed the harvesting. 2Ch 31:9. Questioned. Whether all he saw was sufficient to maintain priests and Levites. 2Ch 31:10. Azar., possibly A. of ch. 2Ch 26:17; replied that there was enough, and that the people were grateful to Jehovah for his goodness.

2Ch .—H. provides store-chambers and officers. Chambers (storehouses) always among rooms (1Ki 6:5) or among outer buildings attached to courts. But disused of late years, required to be prepared afresh. Faithfully, acting carefully and honestly, not appropriating for common use (ch. 2Ch 19:9). Shimei (ch. 2Ch 29:14). 2Ch 31:13. Jehiel and Mah. (ch. 2Ch 29:14). 2Ch 31:14. Doorkeeper toward east (1Ch 9:18); freewill, i.e., voluntary offerings to God (Deu 12:17); holy things, portion of sin-offerings, which had to be eaten by priests in a holy place (Lev 6:10-22; Lev 7:6). 2Ch 31:15. Six Levites situated in cities of priests to distribute to priestly families, old or young, great or small, their due share of temple offerings. Those at Jerusalem obtained their share at the temple. 2Ch 31:17. "The writer here proceeds to state nature of lists which guided officers who made distributions. Three enumerated—one of priests made out according to families; one of Levites, including all above twenty years of age, and made out according to courses; and a third of priestly and Levitical families, containing wives, sons, and daughters of both priests and Levites indiscriminately [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 31:19. In fields, not even country priests and Levites neglected.

2Ch .—Hez.'s thoroughness. Good acting as servant of Jehovah; integrity and benevolence attested. All his heart, a perfect heart (cf. ch. 2Ch 19:9; 2Ki 20:3; Isa 38:3).

HOMILETICS

A POPULAR MOVEMENT.—2Ch 
Many indications in this history that the power of Hebrew kings over people was not so arbitrary as that of Eastern monarchs in general. Here the people began a movement, a revival, which ended in destruction of high places, and establishment of one form of worship. 

I. The enthusiasm from which it sprang. Not mere excitement, not violence and tumult, but holy fervour. Iconoclasm came from religious enthusiasm; inspiration from God (en and theos). Different from the wild fanaticism of heathen gods. All reform from deep religious conviction, from real intercourse with God. The heart must be filled before the hand can strike. 

II. The extent to which it reached. Jerusalem cleansed before Passover, and all signs of idolatry removed. Now the land had to be purged. In the northern and southern kingdoms the movement spread. Amendment must begin in the heart first, the centre and source of action; outward sins may be forsaken, and the heart unrenewed. "Cleanse your heart," and then "make your ways and your doings good." 

III. The thoroughness with which it was finished. They began and made a complete finish; did not give up, nor act partially, "all was finished." Destruction entire. "Statues" broken in pieces, "the groves cut down." "High places," time-honoured centres removed; "altars," and all remnants of idolatry, "utterly destroyed." Every evil must be forsaken, no sin spared through favour or affection. "Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols?" 

IV. The national peace which resulted from its completion. "Then the children of Israel returned," &c. Though long absent, they could not return and feel secure, "every man in his possession," until images were destroyed. Idols no longer their gods and defence. They returned to Him from whom they had deeply revolted. "For in that day every man cast away his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which his own hands had made unto him for a sin" (Isa ; Isa 2:20).

HEZEKIAH ESTABLISHES ORDERLY PERFORMANCE OF TEMPLE WORSHIP.—2Ch 
H. now turns attention to public worship, suspension of which had disarranged the courses appointed by David, which were intended to relieve each other in perpetual succession (1Ch ; 1Ch 24:1) 

I. The arrangement of priests and Levites in courses. The order settled afresh in which they should undertake their parts of service. Every man found his work, put into his place, and made to contribute to the whole. "Levites after their courses;" priests "for burnt-offerings and for peace-offerings," and Levites to "minister" to priests, or "give thanks and praise." But place, time, and position nothing without heart. They must represent the man himself. Allegiance to God inspires worship, and worship inspires and sanctions duty. No motives so strong and overpowering as those which worship kindles and sustains; self-approbation, self-respect, regard for esteem of others fail to take hold of conscience and life. Faith in the ever-present God, actual communion with the Father of Spirits, will create homage in worship, and faithfulness in sanctuary work. 

II. The commands for payment of dues from the people. When every one had his proper place assigned him, an edict was issued for the regular payment of dues for revenues of the temple. 

1. The king set an example. Contributions from privy purse and royal estate to defray expenses of altar. A generous act, honouring God, and relieving his people; after the example of David and Solomon before him (ch. 2Ch ; 1Ki 9:25). Kings not exempt; may be noble examples of liberality and duty to their subjects. 

2. The people responded to the call. Formerly the sacred tribute entirely neglected or withheld by the people because misappropriated by idolatrous princes; now improved state of public feeling prompts to ready compliance. First-fruits and tithes poured in from all parts of Judah and Israel, which astonished the king, proved sufficient for the priests, and expressed gratitude to God, whose law was obeyed (cf. Exo ; Num 18:21), who had crowned the year with his goodness and mercy. Loyal hearts secure liberal contributions; liberal contributions will secure God's blessing. "Bring ye all the tithes into the store-house, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven and pour (empty) you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it."

HEZEKIAH'S PROVISION OF STORE CHAMBERS.—2Ch 
I. Chambers Were prepared. Storehouses, granaries, or cellars. Old ones had fallen into decay and needed repairing or fresh ones built. Tithes and offerings not left exposed in heaps and disorder, liable to be wasted or taken away, but preserved, consecrated to right use. People encouraged when their contributions are well received and properly used. 

II. Officers were appointed to distribute Stores. Officers chosen for different departments, and distribution made "by courses" according to three lists of priestly families. 

1. Impartial distribution. "As well to the great as to the small." Those near, in actual attendance (2Ch ), and those "in the fields of the suburbs" were not overlooked (2Ch 31:19). 

2. Conscientious distribution. "One list of priests made out according to families; one of Levites, including all above twenty years of age, and made out according to courses; and a third of priestly and Levitical families containing wives, sons, and daughters of both priests and Levites indiscriminately." "They sanctified themselves," conscientiously devoted themselves to their duties, "in their (trust) set office," in confidence of support, and were not disappointed. "Attend to my duties," said Queen Elizabeth to a courtier, "and I will attend to thy wants."

HEZEKIAH'S THOROUGHNESS IN GOD'S SERVICE.—2Ch 
Other kings good, did right as Solomon, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, and Amaziah, but fell away from God. Hezekiah remained firm to the last, and prospered in all things. 

I. The work he performed. He displayed qualities of a constitutional sovereign, restored cities and institutions of the land, and gained renown equal to his predecessors. His work summarised—

1. In temple service. 

2. "In the law." 

3. "In the commandments." 

II. The spirit in which he performed it. 

1. A spirit of impartiality. Not religious merely at home and in the temple, but before his people, "throughout all Judah." 

2. A spirit of integrity. He was faithful to God like Abraham, and could appeal to divine justice. He "wrought that which was good, and right, and truth before the Lord his God." 

3. A spirit of zeal. "He did it with all his heart," a heart filled with earnestness and sincerity, and not shared or swayed with rival deities (1Ki ). 

III. The blessing of God which followed its performance. "And prospered." In expeditions and in all undertakings "the Lord was with him." He had enormous wealth, shared in authority over northern kingdom, and had great influence over surrounding nations (cf. 2Ki ; 2Ch 32:22-29). Regard to God's glory will secure honour here and reward hereafter.

The text speaks of work. Only adopt Hezekiah's plan, and "in every work that you begin to do with all your heart, you may prosper." I. We learn from Hezekiah a lesson of concentration of energy. He did not begin half a dozen things at once, and drivel his energy away upon them; he did not commence one thing till he had finished another. II. Method and punctuality, too, seem to be indirectly hinted at in the text, and they are almost indispensable to prosperity. III. But the great lesson we learn from the text is the value of thoroughness in doing whatever we undertake with our whole heart and doing it well. Do nothing as if it were trifling; if it be so, it is unworthy of you. IV. Emulate Hezekiah's ardent and consistent piety. He stands in the front rank among the saints of Scripture as a man of prayer. Every difficulty and trouble he took straight to God, and spread it out before Him [J. Thain Davidson].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Religion at home. Well to attend public worship, but "show piety at home." 

1. Not in temples and cathedrals, churches and chapels, in ritual and forms. 

2. Not at feasts, in excitement, numbers, and haste. 

3. Not in organisations and agencies. In quietness and domestic duty; before friends and your own family. Display the good received in ordinances in the strength and example of home. "Go home to thy friends and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee."

2Ch . Gates of the tent—lit., the camps of the Lord. Jehovah's camp. "Fitly compared to a camp, for the watch and ward there kept by the priests, and for the convention of the people thither, as to their rendezvous, to pray, which is the chief service of our spiritual warfare" [Trapp]. I. Its orderly arrangements. II. Its sure defences. III. Its enlisted tribes. IV. Its central worship. V. Its great commander.

2Ch . Priestly maintenance. 

1. Due from all those near the temple at Jerusalem, those in cities of Judah. 

2. Due according to the law of God. 

3. Due that they might devote themselves entirely to their proper work, the service of the sanctuary and the exposition of the law, and not engage in secular occupations (cf. Neh ).

2Ch . They bleated the Lord. The source of all good. 

1. For a bountiful year. 

2. For disposition to consecrate its gifts. 

3. For abundance which is left (2Ch ). Nothing should be wasted, only right use of everything brings blessings.

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 31

2Ch . Reform. Men cannot strike finally if they only act as reformers. Reform is an active word, and is to be regarded with great favour, and is the only word that is permissible under some circumstances; but the greater word is regeneration. Reform that does not point to regeneration is a waxen flower that will melt when the sun is well up in the heavens. It is not in man to regenerate, therefore; this is the mystery of God's action in the soul. When the man is new the action will be new. The great process does not begin with the action, but with the soul. Make the tree good, then the fruit will be good [Dr. Parker].

2Ch . Service maintained. This careful and bountiful provision is painfully deficient in present church economics, but manifestly essential to liberal and cheerful giving. No rate of giving to God, short of sacrifice, is worthy of those who are redeemed by the priceless sacrifice of a Saviour's blood, or is adequate to the vast requirements of a ruined world [J. Ross].

2Ch . All his heart. Let us take heed we do not sometimes call that zeal for God and his gospel which is nothing else than our own tempestuous and stormy passion. True zeal is a sweet, heavenly, and gentle flame which maketh us active for God, but always within the sphere of love [Cudworth]. Prosperity. Hezekiah "prospered." God walks with the good man. God rewards enthusiasm. We do not throw our divinely-inspired passion away to a cold, selfish world. Our passion may appear to be frenzy, enthusiasm, insanity, but the reply is before us, we can return to it, and if we can return with a sound heart, blessed are we; then we can say with moral emphasis, If we be beside ourselves it is to God. May we understand what it is to eat the passover, and having eaten it, to rise with moral dignity, that we may smite every unholy thing and go about our whole business with a united heart, expecting the blessing of God which created the enthusiasm daily to sustain its holy fury [Dr. Parker].

32 Chapter 32 

Verses 1-33
CRITICAL NOTES.] Sen. invades Israel (2Ch ); H.'s preparations to meet him (2Ch 32:6-8); Sen.'s seductions (2Ch 32:9-15); Sen.'s letter (2Ch 32:16-20); destruction of Assyrian host (2Ch 32:21-26); end and reign of Hez. (2Ch 32:27-33). Cf. parallel account in 2Ki 18:13; 2Ki 19:37, and Isaiah 36, 37.

2Ch .—Sen. invades Israel. After, i.e., 14th year of Hez. (2Ki 18:13). Estab., faithfulness or truth on part of Hez. Sen., Sanherib (Sin-ahi-ir-ba of Assyrian inscriptions), son and successor of Sargon, the successor of Shalmaneser and conqueror of Samaria. Win, break into them. 2Ch 32:2, Purposed to fight, face was for war (cf. ch. 2Ch 20:3; Luk 9:53). 2Ch 32:3. Counsel (cf. 2Ch 30:2). Stop, not wholly, but cover them over (Luther, cover), to hide them and to convey water underground for his own supply in siege (cf. Sir 48:17). 2Ch 32:4. Brook, Gihon, brook of valley of Ben-hinnom (cf. 2Ch 32:30; 2Ki 20:21). Kings, mighty men. 2Ch 32:5. Strengthened, made careful inspection of city defences, renewed the masonry, raised projecting machines to the towers, and specially fortified Millo, the lower portion of city.

2Ch .—His preparations. Gathered them in large open space. Comfortably, to their heart, inspiring courage and confidence (2Ch 30:22). 2Ch 32:7. More with us (cf. 2Ki 6:16). 2Ch 32:8. Arm of flesh, designates human weakness (cf. Isa 31:3; Jer 17:5; Psa 56:5). Fight (1Sa 8:20; 1Sa 18:17). Rested, leaned.

2Ch .—Sen. seduces the people. After this. Hez.'s submission (2Ki 18:14-16) omitted and the second expedition given. Lachish approached (cf. 2Ch 25:27). Power, all his sovereignty with him (cf. Isa 34:1). Judah (2Ki 18:27, and 2Ch 32:18). 2Ch 32:10. In siege, in straitness (marg., fortress) (cf. 2Ki 25:2; Eze 4:7). Jer. not besieged, but in distress and straitened for supplies. 2Ch 32:11. Persuade, urge you to destruction. 2Ch 32:12. (cf. 2Ki 18:22). One altar. "A more distinct reference to exclusive validity of worship in temple, which had been once more established by Hez." [Keil]. Misconception of religious reforms natural to a heathen. 2Ch 32:13. Fathers, ancestors. People, mentioned 2Ki 18:35 (cf. Isa 10:8-11; Isa 36:20; Isa 37:11-13). 2Ch 32:15. No God, in addition to reviling God of Israel, and he adds no god of any nation and kingdom can rescue from him. 2Ch 32:15. Servants, Tartan, Rabsaris, and Rabshakeh the spokesman (2Ki 18:19-35).

2Ch .—Sen.'s insulting letters. Letter, in plural referring to characters in which written [Murphy], or used as often of a single document [Speak. Com.] (cf. 2Ki 19:14). Facts co-ordinated in real sequence, not temporal. First speech, then letter, and lastly demand. 2Ch 32:18. Cried, to produce panic. 2Ch 32:19. Against gods (2Ki 19:18), classifying Jehovah among them. 2Ch 32:20. H.'s prayer given 2Ki 19:15-19.

2Ch .—Destruction of Assyrian host. Angel (2Ki 19:35). Mighty men, common soldiers (as 2Ch 17:14) in distinction from leaders and princes. Came forth, his own sons (2Ki 18:37). 2Ch 32:22. From hand, guarded, sustained (Gen 47:17), "gave them rest—round about." 2Ch 32:23. Presents, precious things (2Ch 17:10; 2Ch 20:29).

2Ch .—Remaining history of Hez. Sickness described in full in 2Ki 20:1-11; and Isaiah 38. Sign, going back of shadow on dial. 2Ch 32:25. Lifted up in pride, in display of treasures (2Ki 20:13). 2Ch 32:26. Wrath, rebuked by Isa., humbled himself (2Ki 20:17-18). 2Ch 32:27. Riches, personal estates in land and agricultural produce; accumulated treasures as silver and gold (cf. 2Ki 20:13; Isa 39:2), cattle for stalls, &c. 2Ch 32:30. Stopped, upper sources of Gihon. Down, underground. This noticed as a great act of Hez. 2Ch 32:31. Business, interpreters from Babylon, where astronomy was cultivated, greatly interested and sent on embassy. Wonder, i.e., going back of shadow. Try (cf. Deu 8:2). 2Ch 32:32. Goodness, good deeds (Neh 13:14). Vision, "title given by Isa. to his prophecy (Isa 1:1)." Chiefest, highest, an excavation above all other tombs—in same repository, but at higher level—intended by some, others that no room in family sepulchres, and a private tomb constructed for him and successors. Honour, the burning of spices (cf. 2Ch 16:14; 2Ch 21:19).

HOMILMTICS

SENNACHERIB'S ATTEMPT ON JERUSALEM.—2Ch 
In the spring or early summer of 701 B.C., S. marched his forces to reduce rebellious vassals to submission. Sidon and Phœnician cities were taken and reduced, and bordering kings rendered homage. He climbed the lofty heights of Lebanon (2Ki ), and "passed along the banks of the streams, which he drained by his armies, or over which he threw bridges for them to cross" (Isa 37:24-25, LXX). He was renowned far and wide as the destroyer. His chief object not Palestine but Egypt, the only rival worthy of his arms. Useless to take Lachish, with the strong fortress of Jerusalem in rear. Each stage of march foreseen, all intervening obstacles swept away. Fenced cities of Judah taken, Zion alone remained. Hezekiah. counselled to submit and pay tribute, was shut up in the city, and determined to resist. The invading army reached the city, "and passed in long defile under the walls. Chariots and horses filled the ravines, scarlet dresses and scarlet shields blazed in the sun, and the veil of the city was torn away. The general, accompanied by high personages, made demands for unconditional surrender" [see Stanley, vol. ii. Jew. Ch.]. 

I. Sennacherib's design. "He was purposed to fight against Jerusalem." By craft he seeks to withdraw the people from allegiance to Hezekiah. (a) He will lead them into danger. "To give over yourselves to die by famine and by thirst" (2Ch ). (b) He has excited divine displeasure by removing high places. Hezekiah's reforms ridiculed. He could not expect help from Jehovah, the national Guardian or tutelary Deity, for he had forfeited favour by his sacrilegious conduct in demolition of sanctuaries. But Hezekiah designed not to exterminate, only to promote worship of God. (c) His forces will only lead you to ruin (2Ch 32:15). If local gods of those powerful nations could not deliver people from might of Assyria, how improbable, impossible for the god of so small a state to deliver them? A contradiction to his boast in 2Ki 18:25, and a heathenish view of Jehovah. 

2. By blasphemy he misrepresents Jehovah. He is put on a level with other gods, "the gods of the nations." He is declared impotent to deliver those who trust in him. "So shall not the God of Hez. deliver his people" (2Ch ). "The boastful and blasphemous tone of this caitiff's speech, which, in the concluding part of it, here reaches its climax. He spoke of Jehovah as a heathen, and as the representative of a despot whose head was turned by his hitherto unbroken course of conquests" (Jam. on 2Ki 18:33-35). 

3. By self-exaltation he becomes insulting. A towering pride exalted him above all authority, human and divine. "Had not Asshur's deity proved himself, by the capture of Samaria, to be mightier than Israel's! Only one more evidence of this was needed—the capture of Jerusalem—and then the King of Assyria was undisputed lord of the world" [Speak. Com.]. 

II. Hezekiah's preparations to meet this design. "H. responded to the call. By a sustained effort, which gave him a peculiar renown (Sir ) as a second founder or restorer of the city of David. 

1. He stopped the two springs of Siloam, and diverted the waters of the Kedron, which, unlike its present dry state, and unusually even for that time, had been flooding its banks, and in this way the besiegers, he hoped, would be cut off from all water on the barren hills around. 

2. He also fortified the walls, and rebuilt the towers, which had probably not been repaired on the north side since the assault of Joash, King of Israel, and completed the armoury and outworks of the castle or fortress of Milo. 

3. He assembled the people in the great square or open place before the city gate, and there, with his officers, nobles, and guards, addressed them in a spirit which, combined with his active preparations, reminds us of the like combination in the well-known speech of Cromwell. ‘And the people rested on the words of H., King of Judah.' Well might any nation repose on one to whom even now the world may turn as a signal of what is meant by faith, as distinct from fanaticism" [Stanley]. 

III. Sennacherib's failure to accomplish his design. Measures of Rab. entirely ineffectual. Troops at his disposal not sufficient to enforce submission. He was obliged to report to his royal master unsuccessful mission. His second demand unavailing. H. spread defiant letter before Jehovah, who intervened to fulfil his word and answer prayer. "The skilled strategy of the Assyrian will avail him no more; his past career has been in accordance with the purposes of Providence, but his appointed bound has at length been reached. Hope still remains for the' remnant' of Judah. ‘By the way that he come, by the same shall he return, and unto this city he shall not come, saith Jehovah.' That night the long series of Isaiah's predictions received its fulfilment—the flower of the Assyrian army was cut off and the Assyrian monarch ‘heard the rumour' which impelled his return to his own land" [Driver on Isaiah]. He "decamped, departed, returned, remained at Nineveh" (Isa ), Worshipping without attendants, the once triumphant conqueror in humiliation sought the help of his own special god, but was slain by his own sons.

"The Assyrian came down like the wolf on the fold,

And his cohorts were gleaming in purple and gold "

[Byron's Heb. Melody]

SENNACHERIB'S LETTER.—2Ch 
Hez.'s letter different in form from our letters. Assyrians did not use paper or even skins, but wrote on clay. It is very likely the letter was a tablet of terra-cotta. I. "Went up into the house of the Lord" (cf. 2Ki ). Where so likely to find God as in his house? Notice how he speaks of God dwelling between the cherubim. Perhaps he had heard how Sen. sat on his throne between winged bulls and lions; but he heard Isaiah tell of seeing the Lord surrounded by winged intelligences. God has only to speak to his winged messenger and the angel goes to crush the foes of his people. This was a model prayer, not going all round the world, but fastening on the thing wanted, and asking for that. If our prayers were more like telegrams we should have speedier answers. II. Was the letter ever answered? Yes, Jehovah answered it himself. We know what the result was, and how soon the bolt of vengeance struck down the proud blasphemer. III. There is a postscript to God's answer. "It came to pass that night.… they were all dead corpses." Suppose we read in the newspaper to-morrow, "Sudden death of 185,000 soldiers!" What a stir it would make! What a sight the camp must have been next morning! There has been considerable discussion as to the cause of the destruction of so large an army, and it is generally understood now to have been the simoon. Cambyses, King of the Medes, lost fifty thousand men by one of these dreadful winds. But whether the wind was a messenger or an angel, it matters not. God willed it, and nature hastened to do his bidding [T. Champness, "New Coins, &c."].

ASSAULTS ON CHRISTIAN FAITH.—2Ch 
The Rabshakeh's plausible speech and Jerusalem's faith, greatly distressed by him, are typical. Still as men hang moodily over the bulwarks of Zion, doubtful whether life is worth living within the narrow limits which religion prescribes, or righteousness worth fighting for with such privations and hope deferred, comes upon them some elegant and plausible temptation, loudly calling to give the whole thing up. Disregarding the official evidences and arguments that push forward to parley, it speaks home in practical tones to men's real selves—their appetites and selfishness. "You are foolish fellows," it says, "to confine yourselves to such narrowness of life and self-denial! The fall of your faith is only a matter of time; other creeds have gone, yours must follow, and why fight the world for the sake of an idea, or from the habits of discipline? Such things only starve the human spirit; and the world is so generous, so free to every one, so tolerant of each enjoying his own, unhampered by authority or religion" [G. A. Smith, Bk. of Isa.]. Notice—

I. The unwarrantable assumption of unbelief. Rab.'s address a type of modern criticism, the forces of culture and unbelief, with lofty pretentions, patronising airs, and deceitful promises, designed to shake confidence in religion, create confusion in Christian communities, and seduce from Christ. 

1. In displays of immense self-confidence. Hezekiah never styled a king. Rab.'s master was destined to conquer. This an occasion for self-glorification. Jerusalem's defenders underrated. The city to be captured by clever speeches. More in Christianity than human wisdom and power. It can never be hindered, destroyed by craft, worldly policy, or worldly Wisdom 

2. It seeks to undermine religious faith. Honouring and commending and then trampling it under foot. God only on a level with idols. Christianity only one form among many. Faith is held in risks and ignoble sacrifice. Your system has had its day, is becoming effete, and its decay only a matter of time. Predictions which have been, and may again be falsified. 

3. It offers false liberty. "Make a treaty with me, and come out to me, and eat every one of his vine, and every one of his fig tree, &c." (Isa ). "A subtle assault upon the companionship, discipline, and patriotism of the common soldiers by the promises of a selfish, sensuous equality and individualism." An independent easy life offered to men who throw off allegiance to God, and restraints of Christian faith. But no philosopher, sceptic, or unbeliever can ensure freedom from starvation in unbelief, and captivity in the tolerance of the world. 

II. The defence of faith. "If faith be held simply as the silent garrison of Jerusalem held it, faith in a Lord God of righteousness, who has given us a conscience to serve him, and has spoken to us in plain explanation of this by those whom we can see, understand, and trust, not only by an Isaiah, but by a Jesus, then neither mere cleverness nor the ability to promise comfort can avail against our faith" [Smith, Bk. of Isa.]. 

1. Their representations are false. Zion is not endangered. Our God is greater than all other gods, worthy of trust and service. Liberty and satisfaction not given in unbelief, enemies themselves being witness. Our religion not likely to decay, has recuperative power, and is destined to triumph over all. What faith makes such heroes and philanthropists, gives such happiness in life, such hope in death? 

2. Faith in God is reasonable. He is omnipotent, supreme Ruler, and ever present with his people. His word is fulfilled by his providence. No home, no freedom away from him. Unbelief is exile. In his palace, obedient to his law, and standing by his people will be found our security and peace. Well might Isaiah exclaim on the morning of the night of destruction to the Assyrian army, "Jehovah is our Judge; Jehovah is our Lawgiver; Jehovah is our King: He saveth us."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Hez.'s Exhortation. 

1. Numbers no guarantee of success. "All the multitude with him" availed not. "Not by might, nor by power, &c." 

2. Worldly policy and shrewdness will not ensure success. These combined in largest measure have failed thousands of times. 

3. Unlimited resources of all kinds—men, money, or influence—will not give success against right and God. All "an arm of flesh," and what "an arm of flesh "multiplied a million times when measured with the single arm of omnipotence! 

4. God alone can give victory. "With us is the Lord our God." "The import of ‘Immanuel;' by which name Christ now began to be known amongst them" [Trapp]. God (a) greater than numbers, "more with us than with him;" (b) pledged to help, "to help us and to fight our battles." Hence be more anxious about the justice of your cause and God's presence to help it on, than its popularity and favourable circumstances. Exercise confidence in God and speak comfortably to those in his service. He that "feareth the fury of the oppressor forgetteth the Lord his Maker."

2Ch . In demand of Sen. he seems—

1. Unchecked by moral obligation. Would not be satisfied with payment of tribute from Hez. "He hath broken the covenant." 

2. Unchecked by fear of military defences, "despised cities." 

3. Unchecked by respect for human life, "regardeth not men" (Isa ). "Sen., like Napoleon in that terrible Russian expedition of 1812, had essayed a task he was unable to complete. The Assyrians had no conception of benefiting or civilising the nations which they conquered; their activity was a purely destructive one; their only motive was ambition and lust of dominion. And now in pursuing the same objectless career they were meditating the extermination of a nation whose preservation was vital to the future of humanity. The Assyrian, though he knows it not, is an instrument in the hand of Providence; he has a mission to execute by the limits of which his pretensions must be bounded" [Driver].

2Ch . Wherein your trust? A most important question for all. 

1. Hez. trusted to Egypt; a bruised reed, slender and easily broken. Weakened by Saragon, Egypt failed to help. Resolutions of amendment, self-righteousness, and vague hopes of God's mercy broken reeds. 

2. God the only ground of trust. Well when sinners are roused by this question. Wisdom to trust in God, for he can and will deliver. 

3. The test of this trust, "If ye say unto me, &c." (2Ch ). "Thus he thinks to beat them off all their holds that he may bring them to the bent of his bow. Satan doth the like, ‘whom resist steadfast in the faith'"[Trapp].

I. What accusations here made: 

(1) that Hez. had forfeited their allegiance and God's protection by his reforms (2Ch ); 

(2) that Hez.'s God only like other gods, and could not deliver him. II. What scenes of desolation here pictured. Nations conquered, gods in captivity at Nineveh, and everywhere turned into a desert. III. What assumptions of pride, power, and profanity.

2Ch . The Wonderful Prayer Meeting. Its purpose. Its attendants (Isa. and Hez., "Where two or three"). Its grand results. "The issue was as momentous as any that have been determined by the ‘decisive battles of the world.' It was a crisis as grave as when Persia threatened to intercept the rising civilisation of Greece, or Vandal and Moor to destroy the Christianity of Europe" [Driver's Isa.].

HOMILETICS

THE WONDERFUL DELIVERANCE.—2Ch 
I. Judah's helpless condition. City surrounded. Sen. determined. Egypt driven back. The crisis real. Sen.'s boast true. Resistance desperate and chances of escape hopeless. To all human appearance fate of city and inhabitants sealed. 

II. The concerted prayer. The prophet and the king bending together in prayer! In estimation of the world this a sign of weakness, the refuge of cowardice. But confidence not misplaced in this critical period. United, concerted prayer secures deliverance. "If two of you shall agree, &c." (Mat ). Illus. from O.T. history, life of Luther, and history of Christian Church. 

III. God's signal interposition. "Man's extremity" became "God's opportunity." In a single night miraculous deliverance came—the night in which Isaiah's predictions came to pass. "The rumour was heard" which compelled Sen.'s hasty retreat. Whether the stroke which fell upon the Assyrian army was due to natural causes (Herodotus) or supernatural interposition it was a fact, "a coincidence which no political forecast could have anticipated, no estimate of probabilities calculated." "At eventide, behold terror! before morning it is not." 

IV. The marvellous effect of this interposition. "Remember that it had been foretold by Jehovah's word, and achieved, despite all human probability, by Jehovah's own arm, we shall understand the enormous spiritual impression which it left upon Israel. 

1. The religion of the one supreme God, supreme in might, because supreme in righteousness, received a most emphatic historical vindication, a signal and glorious triumph. No other god for the present had any chance in Judah. Idolatry discredited, not by the political victory of a faction, nor by the destructive genius of a nation, but by an evident act of Providence to which no human aid had been contributory. It was nothing less than the baptism of Israel in spiritual religion, the grace of which was never wholly undone" [Smith's Isa.]. 

2. Hez. was honoured before nations (2Ch ). "From surrounding nations tribute poured in as to an awful avenger" [Stanley]. Precious things laid in abundance at the feet of Judah's king, who was magnified as the favourite and special care of Heaven. God's help will turn enemies into friends and gain for us honour and influence. 

3. But the effect not confined to the times and country of Hezekiah. The Egyptian general, Tirhakah, advancing from the south, as well as Hez. in Jerusalem, heard the results with joy. Three centuries afterwards, the Psalmist's exulting language (Psalms 76) was repeated by Egyptian priests. The Maccabees were sustained by the recollection of Sen.'s fall in their struggle against Antiochus (1Ma ), and in the churches of Moscow the exultation over the event is still read on the anniversary of the retreat of the French from Russia (cf. Stanley, Jew. Ch., vol. ii.). "One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts."

HEZEKIAH'S SICKNESS AND RECOVERY.—2Ch 
The illness and miraculous recovery, the fall and repentance of Hezekiah, given very briefly here, more fully in 2 Kings 20. Learn—

I. The great Contrasts in the events of life. In the palace a sick man, a dying king. By his side quietly stood the faithful prophet who had delivered the prophetic message, "Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die and not live." In the public crisis, there had been excitement, intense anxiety, and great joy at deliverance. The question personal, "thine house," not national. Hezekiah needs protection as well as his kingdom from God. An air of deep solemnity in the sick-bed of Hezekiah striking and peculiar. "No sickness in Jewish annals so pathetically recorded," says Stanley. 

II. The suddenness with which these events happen. At one time in the midst of victory and joy, at another "at the gates of the grave." Now in the sanctuary with head "lifted up above his enemies round about," then laid prostrate and the angel of death ready to cut him down! "Man knoweth not his time" of success or failure, of life or death. "As fishes taken in an evil net, and birds caught in a snare, so are the sons of men snared in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them" (Ecc ). 

III. The distress with which they are often attended. In the sickness of Asa, Jehoram, and Uzziah we see divine visitations, in that of Hezekiah national calamity. 

1. It was distressing. Grieved to part with life because promise of a long and prosperous one would not be fulfilled if cut off. He spoke of upright deeds faithfully done as conditions to promise made to David. He wept at having no children to succeed him. The dark and silent world close at hand, in which he would no longer see and praise God. His thread of life about to be severed; from morning to night and from night to morning he wasted away. 

2. It was hopeless. The cry of a dying lion, the plaintive murmur of a wounded doe, only sounds heard in sick-chamber. There seemed no hope whatever of recovery, "Thou shalt die and not live." 

IV. The wonderful deliverance which God can grant. The disease, of a mortal kind and malignant character, would prove fatal unless the healing power of God should interpose. 

1. Deliverance given through prayer. Not like Ahab, Hezekiah prayed unto the Lord, "turned his face to the wall" (2Ki ), to conceal fervency of devotion from attendants, looking in direction of temple, or in solemn meditation. The prayer of this righteous man availed much. "Afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, Turn again, and tell Hezekiah, … I have heard thy prayer, seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee," &c. (2Ki 20:4-7). A cluster of figs, an Eastern remedy, applied to the king's tumour and instant relief ensued. 

2. Deliverance with miraculous signs. Recovery so unlooked for that Hezekiah, like Ahaz, asked for some token to confirm belief in the prophet's word. Sign specified granted to him. Shadow of the sun went back upon the dial of Ahaz ten degrees. Fifteen years were added to his life. In three days he appeared in the temple, and "the almost funeral dirge of his sick-chamber was then blended with the praise of triumphant thanks-giving with which he returns to the living world of joyous human voices and sounding music, rejoicing in the Living Source of all life, and looking forward to the hope of transmitting the truth to children yet unborn" [Stanley].

HEZEKIAH'S TEST AND FAILURE.—2Ch ; 2Ch 32:31
Soon after Hezekiah's recovery an embassy from Babylon sent to Jerusalem, to ascertain the internal resources of the country, to inquire as sages into the astronomical wonder with which Hezekiah's restoration was connected, to form an alliance with him, or to join in general homage of surrounding nations. Whatever the object of the visit, it was famous in the city and a moral test to the king. 

I. Hezekiah's sins. "His heart was lifted up" in vanity and ingratitude. 

1. By vain display of his treasures. Flattered by the honour, Hezekiah showed the ambassadors his precious things, regalia, hereditary treasures belonging to the crown; his armoury and warlike stores; and "there was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah showed them not." 

2. By motives of worldly policy. All this display evidently that the deputies might be more induced to prize his friendship and treat him as an ally on equal terms. 

3. By utter forgetfulness of God. "Hezekiah rendered not again according to the benefit done to him." Not a word said for God who had so signally blessed him to foreigners. All about his own house and kingdom. God displeased, his will opposed to all coquetting with foreign powers; the prophet predicts a darker prospect. Those treasures carefully accumulated would become the prey of a new power. Babylon had solicited friendship and would end by enforcing slavery. We can never pay our debt, but should ever acknowledge it. "What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits towards me?" 

II. Hezekiah's humiliation. "Hezekiah humbled himself." Isaiah's searching questions and awful predictions not without effect. King and city mourned as guilty together. Respite was granted and divine judgment not executed during his lifetime. "So that the wrath of the Lord come not upon them in the days of Hezekiah."

TESTS OF MORAL CHARACTER.—2Ch 
God looks more narrowly into our ways than the world or the church—will purify us and fit for service by trial—never rests satisfied with a well-ordered kingdom, or well-ordered house, but seeks to set up a loftier standard in a well-ordered heart and upright life. 

I. Moral tests in their means. Wealth and worldly prosperity; domestic happiness and numerous offspring; sickness, popularity; great victories and heavy afflictions; suspension of grace and withdrawment of comfort. Tests applied to Abraham, Job, and Peter. 

II. Moral tests in their design. "To try him that he might know all that was in his heart." "Lord, show me myself," was the prayer of one. Satan tempts to sin; God tries men to make them conscious of real self; to discover qualities of heart and character. Self-knowledge often partial, part not all known; always needful and always difficult to attain; only acquired in the school of God, by peculiar discipline. "God left him." 

III. Moral tests in their results. Sometimes virtues and worth confirmed and purified; failure in Hezekiah's case. From which learn—

1. The insufficiency of man. Hezekiah more than mortal if he could stand. Highly commended, much to encourage and rejoice in past deeds; aided by clear teaching of prophet, yet fell from simplicity of faith. When left of God the strongest falls. 

2. The need of divine interposition. This failure the proof that the blessings which were to come to all nations could not be realised through any king, priest, or prophet, not even through the dispensation itself. Not by progressive amelioration under Mosaic law. Tendencies in man's soul which could not be thus eradicated; increasing sin, signal failures pressing on the world which could not be removed. In Juda and in Gentile nations "all flesh grass," fading away beneath "the burning heat" (Jas ) of divine justice. 

3. The glory of God's mercy. A "righteous servant shall justify many." God's displeasure removed in Christ. A higher order of things introduced, and God magnified for his abundant goodness!

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Hez.'s prayer in 2Ki 19:15-19; but no distinct mention of Isa. Hez. asked him to pray (2Ch 32:4). In affliction personal prayer needed. Good to got others to join. Two better than one. Isaiah here performs the function of minister, sick visitor, and physician. Signs given to Hez. In life God accounted him righteous, and gave him (a) a good conscience, (b) success in work, best proofs of divine favour. In sickness a special sign in answer to prayer, and in which Hez. read a moral lesson.

2Ch . Hez.'s wealth. 

1. How he secured it. 

2. What he did with it. 

3. What influence it had upon him. "In all time of our wealth, good Lord deliver us."

2Ch . Hez.'s death and burial. 

1. His death appointed. Though life prolonged, yet its length decreed. None exempt. Death ends joys, sorrows, and probation. Preparation the solemn duty of all. 

2. His burial a national honour. Funeral marked with unusual respect. Royal tribe of Judah and whole population of Jerusalem present, and a marked epoch in royal interments.

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 32

2Ch . War. We possess in duplicate, on the Taylor cylinder, found at Nineveh in 1830, and now in the British Museum, and on the Bull-inscription of Kouyunjik, Sennacherib's own account of the stages of his campaign [Driver's Isa.].

2Ch . Courageous. Leonidas, at the Straits of Thermopyl, was not afraid with 400 men to oppose Xerxes, the invader of Greece, at the head of a million. William Tell, with a handful of adherents, boldly resisted the Austrian multitude and repulsed it.

"Virtue is bold, and goodness never fearful."

2Ch . Trust. The practice of Egypt was to pretend friendship, to hold out hopes of support, and then to fail in time of need [Speak. Com.].

2Ch . Jews' speech. Hez.'s representatives desire Rab. to speak in Aramaic, the language of commerce, and probably of diplomacy in the East. But his aim is to produce an impression upon the multitude, and he insists on using Hebrew. His speech breathes the spirit which pervades all the representations of Assyrian power.

2Ch . Cut off. The deliverance was complete and final. The Assyrian king at once returned, and, according to Jewish tradition, wrecked his vengeance on the Israelite exiles whom he found in Mesopotamia (Tob 1:18). He was the last of the great Assyrian conquerors. No Assyrian host again ever crossed Jordan. Within a few years from that time the Assyrian power suddenly vanished from the earth [Stanley].

2Ch . Rendered not. Ingratitude is an insensibility of kindness received without any endeavour to acknowledge or repay it. It is too base to return a kindness and too proud to regard it [South].

"A grateful mind

By owing owes not, but still pays, at once

Indebted and discharged" [Milton].

33 Chapter 33 

Verses 1-25
CRITICAL NOTES.] This chapter is parallel with 2 Kings 21., yet differs in omitting some things and adding new matter, especially in central part. Impiety of Man. (2Ch ); his captivity and repentance (2Ch 33:11-17); his end (2Ch 33:18-20). Amon (2Ch 33:21-25).

2Ch .—Manasseh's revival of idolatry. Named after a tribe of Israel, born after his father's recovery. Evil, through influence of those around him. 2Ch 33:3. Built (2Ki 18:4); groves, one in 2Ki 21:3-7, that which was intruded into the temple. 2Ch 33:4. House, i.e., within precincts of temple and in its courts (2Ch 33:5). 2Ch 33:6. Through fire, like Ahaz (2Ch 28:3); observed, bewitched with an evil eye; enchantments, serpent charms; accustomed to all the black arts of the day. 2Ch 33:7. Carved, in Ki. wooden stock of Ashtoreth. 2Ch 33:8. Appointed, fixed. 2Ch 33:9. Err, by example and conduct. 2Ch 33:10. Spake, full account 2Ki 21:10-15.

2Ch .—Manasseh's cap. and repentance. Thorns, among which he hid himself for refuge (1Sa 13:6); some "among the living," i.e., took him alive; others "which took M. cap. with rings." 2Ch 33:12. Besought, lit. "stroked or smoothed the face of the Lord" (cf. Exo 32:11; 1Sa 13:11; 1Ki 13:6; Dan 9:13). 2Ch 33:14. Wall, rebuilt or repaired. Gihon, 2Ch 32:4; fishgate, near N.E. corner of lower city; went round to Ophel. 2Ch 33:15. Strange (2Ch 33:3-5); idol of 2Ch 33:7. 2Ch 33:16. Repaired, desecrated, or damaged altar. 2Ch 33:17. High places (2Ch 31:1), prohibited that there might be one national altar.

2Ch .—Manasseh's end. Prayer, preserved in some MSS. of Sept., no claim to be considered the genuine utterance of Jewish king. The composition of an Hellenistio Jew, well acquainted with the Sept., writing at a time probably not much anterior to the Christian Era [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 33:19. Seers, of Hozai (marg.), a prophet of the time. 2Ch 33:20. House, fuller in 2Ki 21:18. Reason not known.

2Ch .—Amon's reign and end. A. re-established the idolatries which his father put aside; met the fate of Joash and Amaziah from his servants, at whose death executive government was suspended.

HOMILETICS

MANASSEH'S WICKEDNESS.—2Ch 
Hezekiah's reformation not completed by successors, lost its influence upon manners of people. Corruption and vice increased and openly practiced by degenerate leaders. Young king trained up in idolatry and introduced abominations when he became ruler. 

I. Wickedness determined in its spirit. "He wrought much wickedness." A liberal patron and zealous adept in Chaldean arts and imposture. Multiplied sins privately and publicly. Determined, energetic, and violent in his career. Did wickedness "with both hands earnestly." 

II. Wickedness awful in its extent. Upset his father's reforms, increased idolatrous customs, raised soothsayers to dignity in his count filled the land with altars of Baal, and outraged all decency by putting an image of Asherah in the very precincts of the temple dedicated to the true worship of God. 

III. Wickedness exceptional in its nature. He practised sorcery and necromancy, and restored the fires of Tophet. "He made Judah do worse than the heathen." He became a cruel persecutor, and his reign a reign of terror. Streets of Jerusalem ran with innocent blood. "His name became in Jewish annals the synonym of infamy" (cf. 2Ki ). Sins terrible in themselves, inexcusable in Manasseh, and most fruitful of evil! 

IV. Wickedness unchecked by Divine warnings. "The Lord spake to M. and to his people, but they would not hearken" (2Ch ). God about to destroy, not build and defend the city! "Line and plummet" threatened. Destruction would be entire and unhindered by any destroying angel. People taken away as "a prey and a spoil." M. himself a captive in chains and carried to Babylon. A punishment deserved, sent in mercy, and brought repentance and restoration.

MANASSEH'S REPENTANCE.—2Ch 
Exact time of Manasseh's confinement in dungeon of Babylon not known, but narrative one of deepest interest, one which reveals the glory of unparalleled mercy. "The hardships, the loneliness, the disgrace of captivity were good for M." 

I. An exception in youthful experience. "The remarkable distinction of his career is that he is the only case clearly recorded in the Scriptures of a youth breaking away from the restraints and example of a religious parentage, who was recovered by the grace of God, and brought to repentance" [A. Phelps, D.D.]. 

II. It was sincere in its character. The misery and solitude of prison led to calm reflection. 

1. His humility was great. The iron entered his soul. He recalled the days of childhood, thought of scenes of blood and cries of the murdered. The stars of heaven, which he had sinfully worshipped, shone in the dark prison to remind him of his guilt. He saw the vileness of his actions and the evil of his heart. "He humbled himself greatly." 

2. His prayer was earnest. He humbly besought God for pardon; implored for opportunity to evince the sincerity of his sorrow. God heard, and restored him; "was entreated of him, and heard his supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom." 

III. It was permanent in its results. On his return he exerted himself to the uttermost to correct errors of his reign, and establish the worship of God in former purity and splendour. 

1. He was concerned for the temporal welfare of the kingdom. Repaired the old walls of the city, added a new one; surrounded and fortified the hill of Ophel; strengthened, garrisoned, and provisioned "the fenced cities of Judah." 

2. He endeavoured to practise and promote religion among the people. In remembrance of former evils, among multitudes who had been former associates, and perhaps amid scoffs and taunts of ignominious capture and disgraceful imprisonment, he purged the land and the temple from idolatry; repaired the altar of Jehovah, and sacrificed peace-offerings upon it, and "commanded Judah to serve the Lord God of Israel." 

IV. It is most encouraging to others. A wonderful display of God's mercy. A proof "that the Divine mercy," says Stanley, "far exceeds the Divine vengeance, and that even from the darkest reprobation the free will of man and the grace of God may achieve a deliverance. If Manasseh could be restored, there was no one against whom the door of repentance and restitution was finally closed."

MANASSEH'S LIFE AND ITS LESSONS

I. That the sins of parents arrested in one generation may appear in another. As diseases pass over some, and reappear in others, so wickedness, thought to be extinct, assumes its virulence, and brings forth its fruit. 

II. That when children of godly parents sin they often become worse than others. M. went further, and more guilty of excess, than heathens around him. "M. seduced them to do more evil than did the nations whom the Lord destroyed before the children of Israel." 

III. That God exercises providential checks to prevent these sins. Thus far men can only go. The end often distant, but certain, when God designs to restore. 

1. To fulfil his covenant. 

2. To illustrate his mercy. Paul obtained mercy as a pattern to others, a form sketch to imitate, to be filled up by others (1Ti ). 

3. To reveal his nature. "Then M. knew that the Lord he was God." 

IV. That in the conversion of M. we have encouragement to labour and pray for the salvation of sinners. Give none up in despair. God's power omnipotent, and his grace sufficient. Augustine, Newton, Bunyan, &c. This should be the theme of preaching as it is the doctrine of Scripture. After teaching theology for forty years, the elder Alexander said: "The longer I live, the more I incline to sum up my theology in the single sentence, ‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.'"

HEZEKIAH AND MANASSEH: A CONTRAST

We have in end of one and beginning of the other a magnificent sunset and a sunrise of quite an opposite description. A good father and king closing life in Hezekiah; a bad son and successor commencing life in Manasseh. I. Consider Hez. and what we learn about him. 

1. That genuine goodness shall not want appropriate record and remembrance. 

2. God the inspirer of goodness in the hearts of men will not forget it. 

3. The beneficiaries of goodness will not be unmindful of their benefactors. 

4. Sympathetic imitators will mirror forth their goodness from whom they have derived its idea and impulse. II. Now turn to Man and what the history says about him. 

1. A youthful king. 

2. A long reign. 

3. A life of great wickedness. Application: 

1. What may parents learn from the son of such a father? Hez. hoarded up wealth for his son. Did he undervalue the moral element in him? 

2. What may subjects learn from the successor of such a king? Not to trust religion to princes who may be alternately reformers and destroyers [J. Spencer Hill].

LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF THREE KINGS.—2Ch 
I. Manasseh. There is no limit to the mercy of God. Sinners chief, welcome to complete forgiveness. If only great saints got into heaven great sinners would lose hope. But when we see M. and men like him going in and getting welcome, there is hope for us. If we follow their steps in repentance, we shall be permitted to join their company in rest.

II. Amon. Beware of turning the riches of God's grace into a snare. As Manasseh's case is recorded in the Bible that an aged sinner desiring to turn may not be cast into despair, Amon's case, recorded beside it, that the young may not delay an hour, lest they perish for ever.

III. None will be lost or saved in consequence of anything in our parents. Amon saw his father born again when old, but the son did not inherit his father's goodness. Josiah the child of an ungodly parent, yet he became a godly child. Two lessons plainly written in the history—one to make presumptuous humble, the other to give despairing hope: 

(1) a converted father cannot secure the safety of an unconverted son; 

(2) an unconverted father cannot drag down a child in his fall if that child follows the Lord [W. Arnot, "Fam. Treasury"].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS.

2Ch . Reigned fifty-and-five years. 

1. For the punishment of people's sins. 

2. That he might have time enough to amend his own life. 

3. That in him, as afterwards in Paul, "God might show forth all longsuffering" [Trapp].

2Ch . Israel fixed in God's house and in the land. 

1. Fixed by God's appointment, not their own choice or preference. 

2. Fixed conditionally. "Only if they will observe, &c." 

3. Ejected by violation of conditional promise.

2Ch . M. seduced. The power of example. Ahaz. abandoned worship of God, but did not seduce generality of his subjects. Manasseh's influence carried the whole nation with him into idolatry. Evil examples like pestilential diseases.

2Ch . M.'s conversion. 

1. Affliction its occasion. This designed. "They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them." "When the rod spoke he heard it (Mic ) who would not hear the word (2Ch 5:10). God sent him into the dungeon to repent; as he did David into the depths, and Jonah into the whale's belly to pray. Adversity hath whipt many a soul into heaven, which otherwise prosperity had coached to hell" [Trapp]. 

2. Prayer its accompaniment. "He besought the Lord." "His affections, like Ben-hadad's best counsellors, sent M. with a cord about his neck, to the merciful King of Israel" [Trapp]. 

3. Amendment its fruits. Complete reversal of former policy; zeal in destruction of idols, and in worship of God; public example and encouragement to others to do right. "Fruits meet for repentance."

2Ch . People did sacrifice. The force of habit, (a) To withstand good example; (b) To resist religious influences; and (c) To despise Divine warnings. Easier to corrupt than to reform men, and difficult to break off evil customs and forsake religious superstitions.

2Ch . A dark day and a bright sunset. Here is an unostentatious, unhonoured, and unepitaphed grave. We have to trace in this case a sunrise of promise, soon obscured with clouds of guilt and crime. These clouds burst in floods of penitence and sorrow. A meridian of sudden brilliancy follows. The sky clears, and the orb of a chequered life sets cloudless and serene on the hills of Judah. Standing by his grave, let us consider—I. Manasseh's sin. Look at 

(1) His early training. Hezekiah would well bring him up; 

(2) The baneful influence his creed and example had on his subjects; 

(3) His repeated and obdurate rejection of Divine warning. II. His conversion. His dungeon became the gate of heaven. Note here the wonderful power of sanctified affliction. III. His new life. The grand test of the reality of conversion is the regenerated being. The tree is known by its fruits. We read that when God brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom, "then M. knew that the Lord He was God" [Dr. Macduff].

2Ch . Buried in house, "in the garden of his own house" (2Ki 21:18). The sepulchre in the garden (cf. Joh 19:41).

2Ch . Amon trespassed more and more, lit., multiplied trespasses. 

1. He began early. Early in age and in reign. Only twenty-two, only two years in Jerusalem. 

2. He did much in the time. To do good much effort, time, and sacrifice required. Easy to do evil, which spreads quickly and makes a harvest in short season. "How then was Manasseh dead? In what sense was Manasseh buried? Here is an active boy who has caught his mantle, and is working with redoubled industry" [Dr. Parker]. "The evil that men do lives after them."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 33

2Ch . Did evil. It was the misfortune of Manasseh to pass the most critical period of his life, the transition from youth to manhood, in an atmosphere so fraught with moral corruption, unfavourable to the formation of manly sentiments, holy purposes, and virtuous habits—a court, the court of a youth, himself the victim of a deadly miasma; the beams of his own glory exhaled under such influences, and the better impressions of earlier teachings were speedily erased; and he emerges into notice a worldling and an idolater, a stain upon his country's annals, for fifty years a scourge and corrupter, himself at last saved, but only "in the furnace of affliction" and "so as by fire" [Rev. R. Hallam, D.D.].

2Ch . When in affliction. Methinks I hear God say, Take this medicine; it is exactly fitted to the case, prepared and weighed by my own hands. Adam's (Priv. Thoughts) sin the disease, Christ the physician, pain the medicine [Cecil]. By pain God drives me to prayer, teaches me what prayer is, inclines me to pray [Adams].

"Prayer is a creature's strength, his very breath and being;

Prayer is the golden key that can open the wicket of mercy."

2Ch . Did evil. M. might repent and reform—ay, and be accepted by God; but could he undo the consequences—the effects upon others—of his life and wickedness? May as well expect to prevent the appearance of disease after having used every effort to spread infection. The father may turn to God in true sorrow, but the son he begat shall follow in his parent's course of evil and never turn from it. Oh. how fearful a thing is sin! If we put our hands to it, we know not what we do. The thought of the irrevocable, irremediable consequences of sin should help to keep us from sinning [M. J.].

"How many, all weak and withered of their force,

Wait on the verge of dark eternity,

Like stranded wrecks!"

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-33
CRITICAL NOTES.] This and next chapter give history of Josiah, and parallel with 2 Kings 22 and 2Ki . Josiah's good beginning (2Ch 34:1-7); cleanses temple (2Ch 34:8-13); finds a copy of the law (2Ch 34:14-17); which is read by Shaphan (2Ch 34:18-22); Huldah's message (2Ch 34:23-28); J. reads the law to the elders (2Ch 34:29-33).

2Ch .—J.'s good beginning. Walked, declined neither to right hand nor left: honourable contrast to predecessors. 2Ch 34:3. Young, fifteen or sixteen years old. Jewish youths in majority at thirteen. 2Ch 34:4. Images, sun statues (marg.), 2Ch 14:3. Dust (Exo 32:20). Strewed, as if graves guilty of crimes of inmates. Burnt, greatest infamy to disinter bones of idolatrous priests (cf. 2Ki 23:13-20). 2Ch 34:6. Cities of Mana. The power of Assyria now (B.C. 629-624) greatly weakened, if not completely broken. J., it is evident, asserted and maintained a claim to authority over the whole land of Isa. [Speak. Com.]. Mattocks, "in their dry (desolate) places" (cf. Psa 109:10). 2Ch 34:7. He had, king himself went in person and purified the land.

2Ch .—Temple repaired. Purged, first cleansed, then repaired (2Ki 23:4). S., M., and J. sent to report progress; repair, carry on the work. 2Ch 34:9. Money collected in temple and in all parts of Judah and Isa. 2Ch 34:10. Workmen, overseers or superintendents (2Ki 22:5). Eastern people only work under overseers. 2Ch 34:11. Couplings, beams to bind the house and support joists. Floor, to rafter chambers surrounding temple or outbuildings attached to courts. 2Ch 34:12. Faithfully, skilfully and diligently. 2Ch 34:13. Scribes, now designating a class, a distinct division of Levitical body.

2Ch .—Discovery of a copy of the law. Found, probably an original copy of Pentateuch. 2Ch 34:15. The book, the temple copy, kept in most holy place (Deu 31:26). Shaphan the scribe able to read it. "If this were the very autograph of Moses or his scribe, it would not be more than 830 years old. Manuscripts exist of nearly twice this age" [Murphy]. 2Ch 34:16. S. took the book to king and reported the work (2Ki 22:9). 2Ch 34:17. Gathered, emptied out of a chest into a bag. 2Ch 34:19. Rent, in distress of mind. 2Ch 34:21. Enquire, from a prophet. Agitated feelings prompted J. to seek immediate counsel to avert curses under which his kingdom lay. Huldah, keeper of wardrobe, priestly or royal garments; she dwelt in college, second part or suburb of city (cf. Neh 11:9; Zep 1:10).

2Ch .—Message of Huldah. Tell, oracular response, in which justice is blended with mercy, announcing impending evil to overtake the city and its inhabitants. Very likely such places as Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28-32 were read to the king. 2Ch 34:27. Heard, wrath delayed and prayer of king heard on account of penitence.

2Ch .—Public reading of the law. King does what he can to bring people to penitence. Elders, representatives of the nation. Read, caused to be read aloud before the whole assembly. 2Ch 34:31. Place, upon his pillar, covenanted with his subjects to keep commandments and walk after the Lord. 2Ch 34:33. Took away. Completes purgation of the land, is followed by the people in outward reformation during his lifetime; but the special mission of Jeremiah in earlier ministry to rebuke the error and urge real change of heart and life (cf. Jer 7:3-4; Jer 7:21-24).

HOMILETICS

JOSIAH, OR EARLY PIETY.—2Ch 
What Hezekiah had accomplished was soon undone by successors, Manasseh and Amon. Manasseh brought down God's judgment for present and awful threatenings for future. Destruction not averted, but delayed. God's goodness and longsuffering displayed. Josiah mounts the throne, and even in youth shows the power of true religion, and the blessings which it gives to its possessor. 

I. Displayed in seeking God in youth. "For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet young, &c." A minor till thirteen years old, he sought God, in three years after he attained majority. Probably devout and prayerful before this. No difficulty in young persons serving God. Joseph, Samuel, David, and Timothy. Boys may evince beautiful character, and give promise of virtuous life. Beza thanked God, in his last will and testament, that he became a Christian at the age of sixteen. "Those that seek me early shall find me." 

II. Displayed in the administration of his kingdom. "In the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem." 

1. He purged the temple. In the long reign of his idolatrous grandfather, and short but wicked rule of his father, the temple neglected and out of repair—dilapidated and deserted for the gods of heathenism. Concerned for God's glory and God's house—sought to make temple attractive and restore it to former beauty. 

2. He cleansed the land. Altars of Baal overturned, images broken down and turned to dust, and groves uprooted. The shrines of idols forsaken and obliterated. The land cleansed and the worship of temple restored and performed with scrupulous obedience. 

III. Displayed with undeviating consistency. "Declined neither to the right hand nor to the left." Not satisfied with first impressions, first convictions, and first feelings towards God, but reformed the wrong and "did that which was right." Surrounded by profligate courtiers, opposed by unprincipled men, he was earnest, decided, persevering, and consistent. "He began to seek," continued and spent a whole life in setting things right through length and breadth of his kingdom. One of the first, he was one of the most zealous converts. Judah never had a more devoted and earnest prince.

JOSIAH THE YOUNG REFORMER

I. Reform originated by personal agency. Personal efforts of king and priests, elders and officers of the court. Good laws, religious institutions, helpful, required and not to be ignored; but moral influence essentially personal. Good men, earnest reformers—originate good laws and good institutions—the means of revivals and extensive reforms. Luther, Whitfield, and Wesley. 

II. The object of reform to restore the worship of God in the land. Not commerce or education even—not to introduce any new religion, but revive the old, pure religion which God instituted at first. J. destroyed the evil and fostered the good; secured workmen and overseers to repair the temple in great numbers. We are addicted to idolatry, to love the creature more than the Creator; but God will have no rival, should have the chief place in our hearts and lives, in our temples and kingdoms. 

III. Reform was regulated by the principles of God's Word. Engaged in the work, he was stimulated by the discovery of the law. Henceforth he acted with greater intelligence and reverence for the book. Great reforms have always been preceded and accompanied by study of God's Word. In days of Isaiah and Ezra people brought to penitence and prayer by reading of Scrip. The Reformation prepared by the translations of Tyndale and Wycliffe. The germ of the great movement in days of Whitfield and Wesley, in the "Holy Club," a meeting of a few students and tutors to study the Greek Testament in Oxford University. Bible study and Christian activity now joined together. "Have a Bible always about you," was Wesley's injunction. Follow not what is fashionable, prevalent, and convenient, but what is right in the sight of the Lord.

THE DISCOVERY OF THE BOOK.—2Ch 
The Book of the Law found is no other than the temple copy, which was deposited beside the ark in the holy of holies (Deu ), and during the ungodly reigns of Manasseh and Amon, perhaps under Ahaz, when the temple itself had been profaned by idols, and as we may infer from 2Ch 35:3, the ark also removed from its place, was somehow lost, and was now found again during the repair of the temple [Keil]. 

I. The Scriptures may be lost for a season. If not actually lost, hidden away and forgotten. The Bible lost by wilful neglect to read; by mere attention to the letter and not the spirit; by criticising and dissecting it as if the production of man; by every abuse of it, though boasting of its possession. 

II. When found and rightly read, the Scriptures will quicken spiritual life. Its discovery a complete surprise to the king, who "rent his clothes," studied the book himself, and read it to others. "It is possible that it may have been a mere rediscovery, like the revival of the Pandects at Amalfi, like the revival of the Hebrew and Greek text of the Bible at the Reformation. But, in either case, this sudden appearance of the Law amounted almost to a new revelation" [Stanley]. 

1. It reminded of neglected duty. Duties of prophets, priests, and kings set forth in the volume, concerning religious and political unity, the destruction of high places and obedience to Jehovah. "All that which is written concerning us." 

2. It produced a sense of guilt. "Our fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book." Curse pronounced on apostasy pierces the king's heart; he rends garments and bows down in deep sorrow before God. 

3. It gave insight into God's service. "Enquire of the Lord." The enquiry revealed the moral condition of the nation and urged the necessity of reform. "There was still a higher purpose which the ‘Second Law' served, a still nobler spirit in which Moses might be said to have risen again in the days of Josiah, to promulgate afresh the coda of Sinai. Now, for the first time, the love of God, as the chief ground of his dealing with his people—the love towards God as the ground of their service to him—the spiritual character a free choice of that service—were urged on the nation with all the force of Divine and human authority" [Stanley]. 

4. It stimulated to vigorous activity. King active before, more so after discovery. Not deterred by stern message from Huldah. Rulers of people inspired, if not with the spirit of penitence, yet with the burning zeal that destroys the monuments of idolatry and repeats the deeds of Elijah. 

III. Hence, when a right sense of duty is created by reading the Scripture, a revival of religion will ensue. Spiritual sensibility was maintained in the king's profession and elevation. In the personal life of the leaders, the religious worship of the temple and the government of the nation. Political reforms and ameliorations beneficial when a spirit of piety pervades the people, and the nation fears God. Regard to God's will the secret of prosperous churches, happy governments, and genuine revivals. As individuals, churches, and nation, how do we treat the Bible? Is it losing or keeping its hold upon our religion, our manners and customs? "Hear ye the word of the Lord, ye that tremble (with holy awe) at His word" (Isa ).

THE LOSS OF THE SCRIPTURES

Consider what we should lose if we were to part with the Christian Scriptures, and with all the institutions and blessings for which we are indebted to them. I. In the loss of the Bible and its fruits, we should lose the knowledge of the true God. History proves this beyond reasonable dispute. God must speak, or man does not find him. Mankind needs a book to keep alive in the earth the knowledge of a spiritual and personal God. II. By the loss of the Scriptures and their results from the knowledge of mankind, we should lose sooner or later our institutions of benevolence. Benevolence on a large scale, and in the form of permanent institutions, and for all classes of mankind, is a Biblical idea. III. In the loss of the Bible and its fruits, we should sooner or later suffer the loss of our institutions for popular education. Culture has existed without a revelation from heaven. Schools are not the product of the Bible only. But it is beyond question that popular education is of Bible origin. Other than Christian religions build themselves on the ignorance of the masses. IV. By the loss of the Scriptures and their creations, we should sooner or later part with our institutions of civil liberty. History shows that the great charter of freedom in the world is the Word of God. The great free nations of the earth are the great Christian nations [A. Phelps, O.T. a Living Book].

EARLY PIETY AND ITS ADVANTAGES

I. Enlightened piety consists in seeking God. J. "while yet, young began to seek after God." God the object of all religion. To seek his favour, presence, glory, the end of rational and immortal beings. The essence of sin to deny, dishonour, and disobey God. 

1. In seeking earnestly. Not enough to think, talk, and argue about God. Seek as after riches, "he that seeketh findeth." 

2. In seeking promptly. J. delayed not. Jehovah had kept him from influence of corruption, from passing through the fire in his father's reign; but this satisfied not, he sought higher knowledge, "began" early and promptly "to seek God." 

3. In seeking perseveringly. In youthful inexperience, surrounded with temptations and hindered with disadvantages, he pursued "that which was right with decided steps," "declined neither to the right hand nor to the left." 

II. Seeking God early will conduce to honour. In temporal things it tends to health, reputation, and long life; in spiritual and eternal more advantageous. 

1. It keeps alive religious susceptibilities. "His heart was tender," not only in the ardour and sensibility of youth, but in maturity of age, crowned with regal honours and surrounded by worldly pleasures. 

2. It saves from snares. Temptations like wind, spring from every quarter. Exposed in company and in solitude, in God's house and in our own—always exposed. Business, pleasure, and companions may become a snare. But great risks in youth. Religion alone can preserve. 

3. It brings eminent usefulness in life. Power in patience, love, courage, and action; influence over others in relations of life; safety in position. Self-willed monarchs have brought destruction on themselves and ruin on kingdoms. 

4. It prepares for happy death. J. honoured in age and lamented in death. Virtues which led to prosperity cherished, and vices which tended to poverty escaped. Converted in early morning, his day bright, his work accomplished. Few sins to bewail at last, no remorse, no sins of youth to fill his bones with pain; his end, though mysterious, peaceful and triumphant. "Godliness profitable to all things, &c."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . The character of Josiah. I. He began to serve God at a very early period of life. II. He proceeded in his career with extraordinary zeal and diligence. III. He was as zealous in promoting piety as in suppressing vice. IV. In all he did he adhered strictly to the Word of God [Rev. C. Simeon]. Learn—I. That a child may begin to serve God early. II. That a child may serve God when the world is most attractive. Moses, David, Josiah. III. That when a child begins to serve God early he will be likely to become honourable and useful. "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it." A lesson—I. To the young. Avoid the wrong and "do that which is right." 

2. To parents and guardians of youth. Look well to rising generation. The welfare of families, churches, and the nation depends upon their training. "That of all men we meet with, nine parts out of ten are what they are, good or bad, useful or not, according to their education" [Locke]. Began to seek. "Sweet words are these!—to ‘begin;' not only to begin, but to begin ‘to seek.' What suggestions of modesty, lowliness, and insignificance of effort! What determination expressed in simple patience! No violence, no demonstrativeness, nothing of ostentation, but inquiry, waiting, expectancy, a look that means I know not from what part of the heavens the Lord may come, but from some point he will presently descend, and it is for me to seek, to be prepared to receive him" [Dr. Parker]. The verse contains a description—I. Of our moral condition; without God. 

2. Of essential principles of all religion; seeking God. 

3. Of true prayer; earnest desire for God, not cold asking, formal seeking, &c. The words also describe the way to 

(1) eminent piety; 

(2) eminent consistency; 

(3) eminent usefulness.

2Ch . Scribes. Hitherto designation of a class, officers of state, who mustered troops and managed finances (cf. 2Sa 8:17; 2Sa 20:25; 2Ki 12:10; Isa 33:18). Here evidently a new state of things—an order of scribes forming a distinct division of Levitical body. The class term first found in this passage, yet probably originated in reign of Hezekiah, who employed men to "copy out" uncollected proverbs of Solomon (Pro 25:1). Probably to the rise of this class are we indebted for preservation of many prophecies belonging to Hezekiah's time, while works of previous prophets—of Ahijah, Iddo, Shemaiah, Jehu son of Hanani, and others—have perished [Speak. Com.].

2Ch . Found a Book. 

1. The profound sensation created. 

2. The intense anxiety to know the truth. The inquiry, personal reading, and public exposition. 

3. The need of the Book now. To preserve religion, educate the race, and advance the cause of God and humanity.

2Ch . The faithful message. Notice—

1. The estimate of the king. "Tell the man." Only a man, sinful and mortal like other men. Kings need to be told this truth. "I acknowledge myself a mortal," said Charles V. Emperor. With God no respect of persons. 

2. The threatened judgment. "I will bring evil upon this place." No hiding, no toning down of unpleasant truths. 

3. The procuring cause of judgment. "They have forsaken me." Announcement to Manasseh repeated with terrible significance to Josiah. Repentance will not avail, now too late to save guilty people "Wrath poured out and shall not be quenched."

2Ch . A tender spirit. Huldah in first outburst of prophetic spirit thinks only of the matter in hand, forgetting the person of the inquirer; but when that is past, and the stream flows more smoothly, the thought of the person occurs to her, "the King of Judah" [Speak. Com.]. Here she giveth him his just title, whom before she had called "man." Piety is no enemy to civility [Trapp]. I. Give a general account of a tender heart. 

1. It implies a quick and ready sense of feeling in spiritual things—quickness of apprehension, ready reflections of conscience, a disposition to be easily affected. 

2. A pliable disposition to yield to Divine influences. II. The way in which such a temper should express itself. 

1. In relation to the Word of God. 

2. In relation to sin. 

3. In relation to providential events. 

4. In relation to the honour of God. III. What foundation is laid for such a temper in Christianity. 

1. Good men in the ancient church were not strangers to it. 

2. The recompenses of the life to come are more fully revealed. 

3. Richer discoveries of grace are made to us. 

4. Ceremonials have given way to substantials of religion. 

5. The softening spirit is more plentifully communicated. IV. Inferences. 

1. Discern the difference between a truly Christian temper and some things mistaken for it: it is not natural easiness of disposition, not occasional tenderness. 

2. Let us all seek after and cultivate this tenderness of spirit. 

3. If conscious of its possession, take the comfort of it as good evidence of a renewed and Christian state [Dr. Evans].

2Ch . I. The public reading of the Book. The Book exists; not to be invented; only to be found, used, understood, and obeyed. II. The making of the solemn covenant. Made with sincerity, "with all his heart and with all his soul;" made "to perform" in Kings (2Ch 23:2), "to stand to the covenant." Many forget and fall away. III. The impression created upon the people. The example of the king, reforms in the temple and solemn resolution in open covenant. A restraint for a season. No open idolatry, no grove, nor Baal worship, yet superficial, not deeply seated amendment. Did not stand for personal purity and loyal obedience. The mission of Jeremiah in his early ministry to rebuke and urge a real change. "Except your righteousness exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 34

2Ch . Eight years old. There is at the top of the Queen's staircase in Windsor Castle a statue from the studio of Baron Triqueti, of Edward VI. marking with his sceptre a passage in the Bible, which he holds in his left hand, and upon which he earnestly looks. The passage is concerning Josiah. "J. was eight years old when he began to reign … and walked in all the way of David his father, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left." The statue was erected by the will of the late prince, who intended it to convey to his son the Divine principles by which the future governor of England should mould his life and reign on the throne of Great Britain [T. Hughes].

2Ch . Men did work faithfully (2Ch 34:12). What we are accustomed to decry as great social evils will, for the most part, be found to be but the outgrowth of man's own perverted life; and though we may endeavour to cut down and extirpate them by means of law, they will only spring up again with fresh luxuriance in some other form, unless the conditions of personal life and character are radically improved. If this view be correct, then it follows that the highest patriotism and philanthropy consist, not so much in altering laws and modifying institutions, as in helping and stimulating men to elevate and improve themselves by their own free and independent individual action [Smiles]. We put too much faith in systems and look too little to men [B. Disraeli].

2Ch . The Bible the Saviour of the Church. Men say that the Church has saved the Bible. I say that the Bible has saved the Church ten thousand times over. You shall find that when great questions come up in a community churches do not go ahead. You cannot make them. Churches are like the baggage-waggons of an army. They carry the provisions and indispensable things; but, after all, baggage-waggons never go first in a march. And the Church is so busy taking care of the things which it carries that it has no time to devote to new things that present themselves. Reforms hardly ever originate in churches. I am not speaking against churches, I am merely putting them where they put themselves, and saying that tendencies to unusual conduct in the application of gospel principles to new questions are oftentimes ridiculed by ministers, rejected from pulpits, and refused places in conference meetings, and stigmatised by church members as being fanatical [H. W. Beecher]. When we find the book of the law, let us not shrink from finding its judgments as well as its gospels. The prophecies must all be fulfilled, when they indicate that the wicked shall be destroyed (2Ch 34:25), shall be driven away in the wrath of God. The Bible is not all gospel; or where it is all gospel it involves the element of judgment and the certainty of doom [Dr. J. Parker].

2Ch . Departed not. The multitude "go at all adventures" (Lev 26:21, marg.), careless of their ways, reckless of their end. It is with them scarcely worth looking into—whether God is displeased or not; whether they be walking in the narrow or broad path, and what the end of that path may be. Sometimes they come into the world fresh from the influence of a religious education. For a while they yield alternately to their conscience and their corruptions. They are touched a moment under the convictions of the word, or the corrections of the rod. Yet the want of steadiness and consistency soon sweeps all away into "worse" hardness than before [C. Bridge].

35 Chapter 35 

Verses 1-27

CRITICAL NOTES.] The preparations for the Passover (2Ch ); the actual celebration (2Ch 35:10-19); Josiah's defeat by Necho (2Ch 35:20-27). 2Ki 23:21-30 corresponds to this chap.

2Ch .—The preparation. Day not irregular, but time appointed (Exo 12:6). Priests re-established in their courses and duties, as prescribed (cf. ch. 2Ch 29:5; 2Ch 30:16). 2Ch 35:3. Taught, instructed people in matters pertaining to worship. Put, for some reason removed during repairs. Burden, ark once in its place, to remain; not to be carried about, as customary before Temple built. 2Ch 35:4. Prepare, other duties devolved upon them; they must attend with diligence to regulations of public service (cf. 1 Chronicles 23-26). 2Ch 35:5. A section of Levites to attend to every division of families of people. 2Ch 35:6. So, particular direction required. Personal purity required that brethren may be prepared. 2Ch 35:7-9. King and princes give animals. J. gave (ch. 2Ch 30:24) lambs and kids for the meal; bullocks for burnt-offerings (Num 28:19) and thank-offerings. 2Ch 35:8. Willingly, number not given, unless included in next verses. Unto priests, for poor families of their own order; leading priests furnished offerings; chief Levites also gave to poor Levitical families.

2Ch .—The celebration of Passover. So, everything ready, according to law. 2Ch 35:11. Sprinkled (cf. 2Ch 30:16). Flayed, removed skins. Priests and Levites performed their parts. 2Ch 35:12. Removed, parts to be consumed on the altar, viz., fat, kidneys, &c.; parts cut off by Levites and given to offerers for burnt-offerings. 2Ch 35:13. Roasted (Exo 12:8-9, peace-offerings boiled and eaten on days of unleavened bread. 2Ch 35:14. Therefore, because priests too much engaged to prepare food for themselves. 2Ch 35:15. Singers divided like other Levites, divided into courses, took service in turn; the order determined by lot, first lot to sons of Asaph (1Ch 25:8-31). "Probably this course retained its presidency over the rest, and now commenced in the Temple the restored choral service" [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 35:16. Same day, at that time. 2Ch 35:17. Seven days, Israel, i.e., the whole people (cf. 2Ch 35:3 and 2Ch 35:18). Hezekiah's kept fourteen days (2Ch 30:26). 2Ch 35:18. Like, for exact conformity to Mosaic law and legal purity. 2Ch 35:19. Year, culminating point in reforms (2Ki 22:3).

2Ch .—The defeat of Josiah. After, thirteen years after, B.C. 608. A blank in Jewish history. Necho, son of Psammetichus, king of Egypt, against Babylonian forces which he expected to find near Charchemish, chief city of Northern Syria. N. did not wish to embarrass Josiah. 2Ch 35:21. House, with which at war and against which he was commissioned by God. 2Ch 35:22. J. disguised; some, equipped himself; others, was eager; Sept., strengthened himself to fight. Meg., between Magdol and Hadadrimmon. 2Ch 35:23. Shot by an arrow, J. ordered his servants to carry him away; put in a second chariot, reserved for flight probably, lighter than a war-chariot, and taken to Jer. 2Ch 35:25 His death lamented by Jeremiah in words no longer extant, but preserved and chanted by professional singers long after the event. "Some find the prophet's elegy in the entire Book of Lamentations; others in a part of it (ch. 4); most critics of opinion that the lament is lost" [Speak. Com.]. 2Ch 35:25. Ordinance, not minstrels, but those in authority. A certain day set apart, a standing custom to lament. 2Ch 35:26. Goodness, good deeds, religious faithfulness, acts of kindness or goodwill, according to that law which he found, read, and remembered.

HOMILETICS

A CELEBRATED PASSOVER.—2Ch 
Great events and remarkable days—"red letter days"—relieve monotony of life; stand out prominently in history and create epochs in memory. Such times afford comfort, inspiration, and never forgotten. No such passover as this. Notice—

I. The devout preparation for its celebration. "So the service was prepared." King exhorted and stimulated the indifferent and unwilling. 

1. By rightly fixing the ark. Put away by idolatrous Manasseh, who set a carved image in its place; or temporarily removed by Josiah during repairs; it was replaced in temple, not carried about any longer. Now the priests were discharged from this burden, they must be careful for other duties. 

2. By personal sanctification. "Sanctify yourselves" by separation from uncleanness and consecration to God. But not to end here, "prepare their brethren," by instruction, exhortation, and example. Self first, others after. 

3. By orderly arrrangement of classes. "He set them in their charge." Not any new work nor novel method; just a return to written divine order. The written word the rule to which magistrates and ministers should appeal. "Walk by the same rule." 

II. The unlimited numbers which attended. "Neither did all the kings of Israel keep such a passover as Josiah kept, and the priests, and the Levites, and all Judah and Israel that were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem." "If we allow thirteen persons for each lamb or kid, there were upwards of 500,000 communicants, while so far as we know, there were only 17,000 sheep presented by Hezekiah and his princes (2Ch ), which would not supply more than half the number of partakers" [Murphy]. 

III. The earnest spirit by which it was characterised. Remarkable for enthusiasm, holy excitement, and unity of heart. 

1. A spirit of unbounded liberality. Multitudes reduced to poverty, especially from Israel by Assyrian devastations; unprovided with means of commemorations. The king gave to the people lambs, kids, and bullocks (2Ch ). Princes gave to priests and Levites; and chiefs of these officers remembered poor families of their order. Hearts touched, a spirit of brotherhood prevailed and all "gave willingly." 

2. A spirit of thorough consecration. "The priests stood" waiting "in their place," the singers in their station, all "busied in offering that they might not leave their place" (2Ch ). None left their posts unless relieved by brethren, and then return to duty with delight. 

3. A spirit of hearty co-operation. They urged and helped one another, did their work "speedily." Places not long empty, viands lost not heat nor flavour through delay." The service of the Lord was prepared the same day" (2Ch ). 

IV. The loyal obedience by which it was observed. In accordance with law in time, method, and spirit. 

1. Right time observed. Day appointed by law (cf. ch. 2Ch ; 2Ch 30:13), "fourteenth day of the month" (Exo 12:6). Nothing must be done untimely. 

2. Personal purity observed. Priests and people sanctified. "So the service was prepared." Need for cleansing with more than sprinkling of blood and water with hyssop—withdrawal from more than earthly pollution. God's service pure and loving, "sincerity and truth" (1Co ), like God who is holy (1Pe 1:13) and light and love. 

3. Legal authority observed. Not according to the will of the king, the conjecture of the court, but "according to the word of the Lord by the hand of Moses" (2Ch ), "the writing of David and the writing of Solomon" (2Ch 35:5). "As many as walk according to this rule (lit. straight line, e.g. of a mason's rule or a surveyor's chain), peace be on them and mercy upon the Israel of God" (Gal 6:16).

THE DISTURBED REIGN.—2Ch 
If Josiah thought that after restoration of divine worship and revival of religion he would have a period of settled peace and national prosperity, he was disappointed. The bright interval brief. "Too late is written on the pages even which describe this momentary revival," says Stanley (Jew. Ch., vol. ii.), from whom we condense this outline. "It did not reach the deeply-seated, widespread corruption which tainted rich and poor alike. Large as is the space occupied by it in the historical books, by the contemporary prophets it is never mentioned at all." The kingdom doomed, though day delayed; two calamities the immediate precursors. 

I. The invasion of the Scythians (B.C. 634-639). "The earliest recorded movement of Northern populations, hid behind the long mountain barrier, reared by nature between civilised and uncivilised races of old world. Suddenly appeared those strange, uncouth, fur-clad forms, hardly to be distinguished from their horses and waggons, fierce as their own wolves or bears, sweeping towards the southern regions which seemed to them their natural prey. No wonder that now all the ancient monarchies of the south—Assyria, Babylon, Media, Egypt, even Greece and Asia Minor—stood aghast at the spectacle of savage hordes rushing down on seats of luxury and power. About the middle of Josiah's reign one division broke into Syria, penetrated on their way to Egypt, to the southern frontier of Palestine, were bought off by Psammetichus and retired, after sacking the temple of Astarte at Ascalon. They left one permanent trace as they scoured through the plain of Esdrœlon. The old Canaanitish city of Bethshan, at eastern extremity of that plain, from them received the name, which it bore throughout the Roman Empire, in the mouths of Greeks, Scythopolis, ‘the city of the Scythians.'" 

II. The invasion of Necho. "Strengthened by influx of Northern nations, Babylon now rising into overwhelming predominance. Necho, the vigorous King of Egypt, wished to anticipate that growth by securing himself on east and north. Kingdom of Judah between these contending powers. Necho advanced through Palestine towards passes of Lebanon on his way to the great battlefield of Carchemish. In the plain of Esdrœlon, the scene of so many combats in earlier history of Israel, Josiah determined, with a rashness which appeared to be against the counsels of Providence (2Ch ; 1Es 1:27-28), to stay the progress of the Egyptian army. No details given of the battle. Everything absorbed in one tragical event which closed it" [Stanley]. "What stability is there in earthly things? How seldom is excellency of any kind long-lived? In the very strength of his age, in the height of his strength, is Josiah withdrawn from the earth: as not without a merciful intention of His glory on God's behalf; so not without some weakness on his own … Sometimes both grace and wit are asleep in the wariest and holiest breasts. The best of God's saints may be sometimes miscarried by their passions to their cost" [Bp. Hall].

GOD'S COMMAND TO MAKE HASTE.—2Ch 
Applying this to Christians, observe on what command founded. A distinction between moral and positive duties. Positive right because commanded; moral commanded because right, founded on the very nature of things. We may be satisfied, therefore, with God's revealed will, because sure that it is founded on rectitude. Here command to make haste founded on three principles—First, because of the importance of the thing itself. Not a trifle, but our life, cannot neglect without infinite loss, and plunging into lamentation and woe. If religion be anything, it is everything; the "one thing needful." Secondly, because of the limitation of our opportunities. We have only one season to regard these things, the world over. "No work, nor device, nor knowledge in the grave, &c." Several circumstances to be mentioned in regard to this season of attention. It is short. "What is thy life? &c." It is uncertain. "Boast not thyself of to-morrow, &c." It has also much in it not applicable to any serious and important service. The whole of infancy, much of childhood and youth; lawful business, allowed recreation and necessary sleep. Observe also that of this only season for action, many favourable periods may fail before the end of it. "The harvest may be passed and the summer ended, &c." Then of this season much is already gone. Only a day and sun risen very high with some. "It is high time to awake, &c." And if this applies to all, with what force to those of sixty or seventy or more? Thirdly, because of the advantages to be derived from ardour. Often said, and is literally true, that "the lazy take the most pains." They make no progress, because everything a diversion or hindrance; have to begin again and again. How often have we succeeded beyond expectation when we have applied ourselves with decision and vigour! A pleasure in acting with vigour which listless, inert, lounging and yawning never know. Never so happy as in application. Slothful say, "See a lion in the way, &c." But zeal clears the way of the lion, removes impediments, or turns them into auxiliaries [Jay, "Evenings with Jesus"].

RASHNESS AND RISKS.—2Ch 
From the time of Manasseh, Judah had been a vassal of Assyria, the rival of Egypt. In this war Josiah might feel bound as a matter of honour to support the interests of his northern liege-lord and oppose Necho. Might think it perfectly legitimate to prevent the march of the enemy through his own territories—might doubt Necho's faith in "Elohim," whom, he said, gave him commission. Warnings unheeded, attack made, and results sad! 

I. Josiah rash in his conduct. May be excused in some things, but erred in others. All not good that good men do. "Great men are not always wise." 

1. Josiah's action was unwise. Intermeddled with strife not belonging to him. "His best apology," says one, "perhaps would be that Necho was marching through a part of Judea. But then, first, this part did not belong to him; and, secondly, if Necho had passed through, he might have done so, as Israel formerly desired to pass through the borders of Moab, engaging to commit no injury, and to pay for all they used." 

2. Josiah acted from impulse and not conviction. Passion worse than conviction, and never a wise counsellor. "Make no friendship with an angry man, and with a furious man thou shalt not go, lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy soul." 

3. Josiah sought not divine counsel. Jeremiah, Zephaniah, Urijah, and a college of seers with him, but did not ask counsel of the Lord. "Shall I go up, or shall I forbear?" If we reject divine counsel, it betrays consciousness of wrong, and leads to risks in any enterprise. 

4. Josiah rejected urgent warnings. Necho, calm and conciliatory, sent ambassadors. "What have I to do with thee? &c." But J. despised—

(1) Appeals to reason. "I come not against thee." 

(2) Appeals to religion. "For God commanded me to make haste." 

(3) Appeals to self-interest. "Forbear thee from meddling with God, who is with me, that He destroy thee not." 

II. Josiah's rash conduct brought fearful results. "J. would not turn his face from him, &c." 

1. Upon himself. "In his chariot, but disguised, according to the practice of the royal families of Israel (2Ch ; 1Ki 22:30) in moments of extreme emergency. The Egyptian archers, such as we see on their monuments, discharged a volley of arrows against him. He fell, was placed in his second chariot of reserve, and carried to Jerusalem to die" [Stanley]. A death untimely, which might have been avoided, but permitted by God, a mystery and a correction. 

2. Upon the nation. Unworthy of such a prince, he was taken away from impending calamities. A striking illustration how "the righteous is taken away from the evil to come." God's decree took fatal effect, after delay, in Josiah's life. Jerusalem taken, and inhabitants carried to Babylon.

THE DEATH OF KING JOSIAH.—2Ch 
I. The mystery of the event. A good man's end often strange. Steps taken which result in failure and death. One event, specially stamped with uncertainty, but linked with God's purpose. "A time to die." "Who can tell a man when it shall be?" "In the day of death," the king impotent to resist as the beggar; depends upon God's will, not man's effort. Drawn by policy, alhance, or apparent duty; "so are the sons of men snared in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them." 

II. The memorial of the event. A mournful death, without precedent in annals of Judah. Commemorated—

1. In prophetic dirge. "Jeremiah lamented," and minstrels, male and female, sang dirges of the event. 

2. In national mourning. "All Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah." A contrast to the unwept fates of those who depart "without being desired" (ch. 2Ch ). 

3. In appointed ordinance. "Made them an ordinance in Israel." The elegy of prophet, chanted at stated public occasions, long perpetuated, and the lamentation became proverbial for any great and extraordinary sorrow (Zec ). Good men valued by their loss, honoured by those who live contrary to their teaching, and survive after death. In long continuance, in holy influence, "the memory of the just is blessed."

"Unblemish'd let me live, or die unknown:

O grant an honest fame, or grant me none" [Pope].

I. The striking feature of the story is the picture it gives of the quiet manner in which God's servants are sometimes allowed to pass away when they have finished their work. The history of Josiah's death compared with his life puts things in right order; his life active, hard-working, and zealous; death quiet, unexciting, what we call inglorious. The history fitted to check tendency to lay too much stress upon circumstances of a man's death; to be fond of exciting death-bed scenes, to delight in religious books which vividly describe last moments of departing friends. He who will stand least reprovable at last day, will be he who has worked most earnestly and vigorously in cause of holiness and of Christ when all temptations of the world and the strength of Satan have been opposed to him. II. The moral we draw from the text is that he who does his work in the proper time, who does not put off till old age the work of youth, nor the hour of death the labour of life, may be quiet and unconcerned for the way in which God may please to call him. If called by sudden providence when engaged in work, or summoned by speedy sickness, he may be of good cheer and of quiet mind, knowing that God will do all things well [Bp. Harvey Goodwin].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Ark replaced. Change of circumstances, relief of burden, and opportunity for more vigorous service in known duty. Pray not for a larger sphere, for more work. Do what is appointed, and fill well present sphere. Stand in your place.

2Ch . Prepare. Heathens saw that God was not to be served but by those who were prepared aforehand. Solon willed in his laws that the sacrifices should be chosen and selected, and the sacrifices should purify themselves some days before [Trapp]. Should not people long before prepare, when they come to the Lord's table? [Ibid.].

2Ch . Singers in their place. Song in God's house. 

1. Its nature. Spiritual, appropriate, and spirited. Certain Psalms 113-118 inclusive. Resolve, "I will praise the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright and in the congregation." 

2. Its leaders. Numbered, stationed, and qualified. This needful and helpful. Organist, clerk, and choir should be early in place, devout in spirit, and orderly in all things. 

3. Its design. Not a musical performance for gratification of the people; not to display ability, culture, and efficiency in singers: but to please God (Php ), and praise Christ. Pliny found in worship of Bithynians a hymn "to Christ as God." "Sentimental twaddle, sung by a congregation, is essentially carnalising and paganising. What sort of a nation will our ‘Songs of Zion' make? Are they of Zion? Some of them have a look of Rome, and some of Racow [Prof. J. Macgregor, D.D.].

2Ch . Haste. Three things concerning which God "commands to make baste"—1st, To secure the salvation of the soul; 2nd, To a course of godliness; 3rd, To efforts in seeking the welfare of others [Jay].

2Ch . Hearkened not. 

1. Providence asserted in Necho. Individual and supreme—"Commanded me." 

2. Providence contravened in Josiah. Ignorantly in some degree, yet really opposed to divine plan. "Woe then to such as hearken not to the undoubted words of God, in the mouths of his faithful ministers."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 35

2Ch . Gave willingly. If a wealthy man promise much and perform nothing, a poor man who is unable to undertake or perform is better than he [Bp. Hall]. Rich men's presents are gold and silver or other costly things. Mine must be recommended by the affectionate pleasure with which I give them [Ver. Bede when dying].

2Ch . Prepared the same day. Life is a short day, but it is a working day. "Oh I my Father, help me to finish my work in Thine honour" [Livingstone's Journal, Jan. 1st, 1871].

2Ch . Haste. These are remarkable words in the mouth of a heathen; but they are not without a parallel in the remains of ancient Egypt that have come down to us. Piankhi, for instance, King of Egypt, about B.C. 750, says in an inscription which has been translated by the Rev. Canon Cook, "Didst thou not know that the Divine shade was over me? I have not acted without his knowledge; He commanded my acts" [Speak. Com.].

2Ch . Lamented. While the living minister is neglected, the dying one may be lamented, and lamented the more when dead because he was neglected while living. The children of Israel were always complaining of Moses, and frequently threatening him, yet they wept for him on the Plains of Moab thirty days, and we are persuaded sincerely. Want endears and increases worth [Jay].

"How mercies brighten as they take their flight!" [Young].

36 Chapter 36 

Verses 1-23
CRITICAL NOTES.] This chapter gives the reigns of Jehoahaz (2Ch ), of Jehoiakim (2Ch 36:5-8), of Jehoiachin (2Ch 36:9-10), and of Zedekiah (2Ch 36:11-21); the proclamation of Cyrus (2Ch 36:22-23). Parallel with 2Ki 23:21-25. "The chapter scarcely adds anything to our knowledge of the later history of the Jewish kingdom, but it was requisite to complete the design of the work, which aimed at tracing the fortunes of the Jewish people from the death of Saul to the return under Zerubbabel" [Speak. Com.].

2Ch .—Succession of Jehoahaz. Original name Shallum (Jer 22:11); third son of Josiah (1Ch 3:15); took name of Jehoahaz ("the Lord possesses") on accession. 2Ch 36:3. Necho followed up advantage gained in Judah, deposed J. Condemned, fined the land, and set up Eliakim as vassal on the throne. 2Ch 36:4. Turned, change of Eliakim into Jehoiakim ("God sets up," into "Jehovah sets up"), in deference to the king and people, and in keeping with politic character of Necho. Eg., where he died.

2Ch .—Jehoiakim two years older than Jehoahaz, and of a different mother (2Ki 23:31-36); evil, followed the course of idolatrous predecessors. 2Ch 36:6. Nebuchad., first expedition against Palestine in lifetime of his father, Nabopolassar, who was old and infirm, and adopted his son Neb. joint sovereign, dispatched him against Egyptian invaders of the empire. Neb. victorious at Carchemish, drove them from Asia, reduced provinces west of Euphrates, and Jehoiakim became vassal of Assyrian kingdom (2Ki 24:1). At end of three years J. rebelled, but vanquished, stripped of possessions, and taken prisoner. Allowed for a short time to remain in his tributary kingdom, gave fresh offence. Jerusalem besieged, and the king slain in a sally (cf. 2Ki 24:2-7; Jer 22:18-19; Jer 36:30).

2Ch .—Jehoiachin. Eight: "As Nebuchad carried away this king's wives (2Ki 24:15), it is plain that eight here is a slip of the transcriber for eighteen, the number found in 2Ki 24:8; and even in the Sept. Jehoiachin is otherwise Jechoniah (1Ch 3:16), and even Coniah (Jer 22:24). His reign of three months and ten days scarcely called a reign, as he merely claimed the crown until taken away by Nebuchad." [Murphy]. Year expired, lit., "at the return of the year," in spring, when campaigns began City captured, temple pillaged, king, nobles, and skilful artisans carried to Babylon (2Ki 24:8-17).

2Ch .—Zedekiah's reign. Originally Mattaniah, appointed by Nebuchad., from whom he received crown on conditions of solemn oath. 2Ch 36:13. Swear, took oath of allegiance, which he broke, and was censured (Eze 17:13). 2Ch 36:14. Further justification for God's rejection. Idolatry added to other sins. 2Ch 36:15. Messengers, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and others. Betimes, continually and carefully. 2Ch 36:16. No remedy, no healing; sinned beyond mercy (2Ki 24:4). 2Ch 36:17. Slew, out and slew; reference to God, who caused disasters to fall upon them for sins. Slaughter fearful at capture of city (cf. Eze 9:6-7; Lam 2:7-10). 2Ch 36:20. Vessels enumerated (2Ki 25:14-15). The pillage more sweeping than in days of Jehoiakim (2Ki 25:1-10; Jer 39:1-8). Those who escaped from sword carried into exile till accession of Persian king; servants, slaves to Neb. and his sons, employed in forced labour which great works necessitated. 2Ch 36:21. Word (Jer 25:11; Jer 29:10). Sabbaths (Lev 26:34-35). The seventy years to be counted from first taking of Jer. by Neb. in fourth year of Jehoiakim (605 B.C.).

2Ch .—Proclamation of Cyrus. Peculiar to Chron. "An interval of fifty years passed over in silence" [Murphy]. First year, as sovereign of second monarchy of Daniel (B.C. 538). Stirred up, mode not mentioned; prophecy (Isa 44:28; Isa 45:1) may have been shown to him by Daniel, and exercised powerful influence over him. God of heaven, "similar formula at commencement of the great majority of Persian inscriptions" [Speak. Com.]. Intimates acquaintance with supreme God, not necessarily an intelligent adherent; Cyrus considered that he was charged, chosen agent to build God's house, and therefore invites his people to return. "Such is the finale of Chronicles. It thereby shows itself to be an introduction to the history of the returning exiles of Judah and Israel, which is contained in Ezra and Nehemiah, and an exposition of the peculiar principles by which the restored people had to be governed" [Murphy].

HOMILETICS

THE REIGN OF JEHOAHAZ.—2Ch 
After death of Josiah, a deplorable period of misrule and imbecility. Unhappy sons struggled for independence, but entailed miseries of siege and capture. Kings recede into obscurity: Jeremiah, the prophet, the central figure around whom gather interests of a falling State. For three-and-twenty years almost alone, he endeavours to avert, delay, or mitigate the judgments, but in vain. "When he cannot give hope," says one, "or consolation, or peace, he gives his tender sympathy—is himself the sad example of exile, persecution, misery, death."

I. The method of his accession. "The people of the land made him king." Not the eldest son of Josiah, but popular favourite on account of his martial spirit (Eze ), and determined opposition to aggressive measures in Egypt. Anointed—a ceremony not deemed necessary in regular and undisputed succession—to impart greater validity to popular choice and render disturbance from Necho less likely, who, like all Egyptians, associated idea of sanctity with regal anointing. "Man proposeth, but God disposeth." 

II. The shortness of his reign. "He reigned three months, and the king put him down." Necho on victorious return from the Euphrates deposed him, and deemed it expedient to have a king of his own nomination on the throne. The will of the people, the solemnity of anointing of no avail. The autocrat, good or bad, a Solomon or a Herod, is without control. (Sic volo; sic jubeo; stat pro ratione voluntas), "He doeth whatsoever pleaseth him, and who may say unto him, What doest thou?" (Ecc ). 

III. The taxing of the land. "Put the land to a tribute" (a hundred talents of silver, 3,418 15s.; and a talent of gold, 5,475; total amount of tribute, 8,893 15s.). Heb., set a mulct upon the land (2Ki ). This a dishonour, a sign of subjection and dependence. What a fall from exalted position and former greatness! 

IV. The end of his career. The deposed king sent for to Riblah, in Syria, arrested in chains, taken prisoner, and carried into Egypt, where he died. "Something there had been in his character, or in the popular mode of his election, which endeared him to his country. A lamentation, as from his father, went up from the princes and prophets of the land for the lion's cub (Eze ), that was learning to catch his prey, caught in the pitfall, and led off in chains—by a destiny even sadder than death in battle. ‘Weep not for the dead, nor bemoan him, but weep sore for him who goeth away.' He was the first King of Judah who died in exile. ‘He shall return no more, he shall return no more to see his native country—his native land no more' (Jer 22:10-12)" [Stanley].

JEHOIAKIM, THE WICKED PRINCE.—2Ch 
Jehoiakim second son of Josiah, born B.C. 634, and eighteenth king of separate throne of Judah for a period of eleven years, set up as vassal of Egyptian king. 

I. The significant change of his name. Originally Eliakim (El-yakim), changed into Jehoiakim (Jeho-Yakim). Heathen princes gave new names to those who entered their service usually after their gods. This an Israelitish name, bestowed probably at Eliakim's own request, whom Hengsten-berg supposes to have been influenced by a desire to be connected with the promise (in 2Sa ), where not El, God, but "Jehovah will set up." The change signifies loss of liberty and dependence. A striking contrast between the beauty of the name and the misery of its fate. Aspire to that "new name which no man knoweth, saving he that receiveth it." 

II. The wickedness of his conduct. A reign filled with idolatry, oppression, and misfortunes. Sketched with masterly hand in Jer , and in Eze 19:5 to Eze 9:1. In his restoration of idolatry. He followed the example of idolatrous predecessors, people eagerly availed themselves of vicious license of a lax government. Land filled with heathen "abominations." 

2. In his tyrannical measures of government. Jeremiah reproaches him for covetousness, cruelty, injustice, violence, and luxury (Jer ). Bloodthirsty (2Ch 26:20-23), selfish, and most extravagant. Indifferent to sufferings of his people, and at a time of impoverishment of land by heavy tributes to Egypt, he squandered large sums in building luxurious palaces. 

3. In his impious defiance of God. From beginning of his reign the voice of Jeremiah predicts and prefigures danger by striking signs. Attempts to silence the prophet by princes, priests, and false prophets. Jehoiakim used the penknife to cut up the leaves of the Book and destroy the effect of the message, at a period of solemn fast. The counsel of God stood sure, but no impression made upon the mind of the king by the fresh roll. 

4. In his rebellion against Nebuchadnezzar. After three years' subjection, deluded by Egyptian party in court, he ventured to withhold tribute and throw off Chaldan yoke (2Ki ). Perhaps desired to spend money in luxury and pride, not to pay the King of Babylon; perhaps sought to become independent since severance of Egypt from Syria at battle of Carchemish. But the step, contrary to earnest remonstrance of Jeremiah, in violation of oath of allegiance, and the ruin of king and country. 

III. The Calamities of his reign. Scripture statements brief but graphic. 

1. The invasion of his kingdom. Nebuchadnezzer too busy in conflict between Lydian and Median empires to march against Jerusalem and chastise his rebellious vassal, sent his governors to rouse surrounding nations, and Syrians, Moabites, and Ammonites united with Chaldan forces to harass Judah. No rest or safety out of the walled cities. At length, in seventh year of his reign (B.C. 598), Nebuchadnezzar took field in person, concentrated forces, marched first against Tyre, which had rebelled about time of Judah; then, after investment of city, went against Jerusalem. 

2. The desecration of the Temple. "Carried the vessels of the house of the Lord to Babylon." A portion of sacred vessels, perhaps in lieu of tribute unpaid, and deposited in the house of Belus, his god (Dan ; Dan 5:2). 

IV. The dishonour of his end. Though a prisoner and chained to be carried to Babylon at first, he was permitted to remain in his tributary kingdom. In siege of the city, by an engagement with the enemy, or by the hand of his own oppressed subjects, who thought to conciliate the Babylonians by the murder of their king, he came to a violent end in eleventh year of his reign. His body ignominiously treated as predicted—cast over the walls, left exposed, dragged away "with the burial of an ass beyond the gates of Jerusalem" (cf. Jer and Jeremiah 36). Warning lost upon J.; disregarded future with its clear and awful signs, held the throne in sufferance, until he fell into disgrace and ruin. "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap."

ZEDEKIAH'S REIGN: THE EXTINCTION OF THE ROYAL LINE.—2Ch 
Zed. the twentieth and last king of Judah. His proper name, Mattaniah, changed to Zedekiah at accession, may be in allusion to Jeremiah's prophecy of Israel's future as Jehovah-tsidkenu—Jehovah, our Righteousness (2Ch ; 2Ch 23:8). Rather weak than wicked, Z. requested the prophet to pray for him, but refused his advice. Rebellion brought siege to the city, destruction to the Temple, and exile to himself and Royal family. The events of his reign summed up in brief record—

I. Reckless disregard of Divine warnings. Jeremiah a true prophet and best friend, but unheeded; treated alternately as a traitor and a madman (Joseph. Ant. 2Ch , sec. 41); and at last imprisoned. Admonished, but amended not. "He humbled not himself before Jeremiah, &c." 

II. Ruinous policy pursued. Policy of Jeremiah prevailed for a while in foreign matters. An embassy sent to Babylon to take solemn oath with Nebuchadnezzar in the sacred name of Elohim, which Israel and Babylon alike acknowledged. 

1. In throwing off yoke of allegiance. "Rebelled against N., who had made him sware by God" that he would keep the kingdom for Nebuchad., make no innovation, enter into no alliance with Egypt (Eze ; Joseph, 2Ch 10:7, s. 3). He acted in contravention to this oath, perjured his character, and committed the crowning act of wickedness, according to the high standard of prophetic morality. "Shall he prosper? shall he escape that doeth such things? or shall he break the covenant and be delivered? As I live, saith the Lord God, surely in the place where the king dwelleth that made him king, whose oath he despised, and whose covenant he brake, even with him in the midst of Babylon shall he die" (Eze 17:15-16). 

2. In persisting in rebellion. Hananiah's prophecy had been falsified, and he himself had died according to the word of Jeremiah—the folly of a mere remnant opposing a mighty nation was exposed. Egyptian help in vain, and real alliance with surrounding nations impossible. Yet the king infatuated, held out and was mined. 

III. Incurable idolatry into which the nation had fallen. 

1. All classes were corrupted. "All the chief of the priests" who should have opposed idolatry, "and the people transgressed very much after all the abominations of the heathen." Into the sacred precincts of the temple idolatrous rites had crept. In the outer court women wept and wailed for Tammuz (Eze ); in subterranean chambers incense offered by elders to creeping things and abominable beasts (ib. 2Ch 10:11); and at the entrance to the temple building, between porch and altar, the rising sun was worshipped, by those who turned their backs to the sanctuary and their faces to the east (2Ch 36:16). Thus "they polluted the house of the Lord which he had hallowed in Jerusalem." 

2. The prophets of God were insulted. Mocked in words, opposed openly in acts, and ill-treated in life. This affront to God who sent them, an evidence of implacable enmity and an invincible determination to persevere in sin. But those that abuse God's messengers provoke his wrath and cannot escape. 

3. The nation beyond all hope. "The wrath of the Lord arose against his people, till there was no remedy" (2Ch ). "No healing," no physician, for a body corrupt and already dead. Sins beyond mercy, "which the Lord would not pardon" (2Ki 24:4). Possible to sin too long, to sin away the day of grace. "They would none of my counsel; they despised all my reproof, therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way and be filled with their own devices." 

IV. The execution of Divine judgments. The end rapidly coming. The city besieged and reduced to extremities. Fire of besiegers aided by severe famine within. Inhabitants resorted to terrible expedience (Jer ; Lam 4:10). At length a breach effected and Chaldns entered. 

1. The temple burned; 

2. The city ruined; and 

3. The inhabitants carried to Babylon. Sacred vessels taken, palaces of princes levelled to the ground, fortifications demolished, and predictions fulfilled to the letter. No escape by flight. Zedekiah pursued, caught, and despatched to Riblah. Nebuchadnezzar, with cruelty characteristic of the times, ordered his sons to be killed and his own eyes to be thrust out (cf. Jer and Eze 12:13). "The king of Babylon bound him in chains and carried him to Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of his death." 

1. Transgressors cannot escape from appointed judgments. 

2. The bitterness of sin is seen in the overthrow which it creates. 

3. Since we have not otherwise any guarantee against national humiliation, what need to have the Lord on our side!

"Justice, like lightning, ever should appear

To few men's ruin, but to all men's fear" [Swenam].

THE PROCLAMATION OF CYRUS.—2Ch 
God pitied his people in captivity. Predicted long before that he would restore them again to the land of their fathers. The promise not forgotten. "In the first year," when Cyrus gained possession of Babylon, an edict granting exiles permission to return to Jerusalem. 

I. The work Cyrus was called upon to undertake. "He hath charged me to build him an house." Jerusalem in ruins, materials and men required to rebuild. Some pull down and delight in destruction. Cyrus felt responsible for rebuilding of Temple, construction of Theocracy, and arrangements for future kingdom and welfare of God's people. The secular welfare of his government and the religious interests of his own country overlooked. Absorbed in one grand mission. Israel's disobedience to God's charge aggravated by obedience of Cyrus, a heathen king. 

II. The proclamation for help in this work. "He made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom." His dominions first confined to province of Persia, successively enlarged by addition of Media, Lydia, Asia Minor, Babylon and Assyria, Samaria and Judea. 

1. The proclamation was inspired. "The Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus." Not the suggestion of Magi in the city; not the instruction of Daniel, who informed Cyrus of predictions concerning him. But "the Lord God of heaven," who influences the heart of kings like rivers of water, prompted him to fulfil this duty. 

2. The proclamation was written. Written in Jewish language to be understood by tribes in distant provinces. Written and proclaimed aloud, "caused a voice to pass," like a jubilee trumpet to sound deliverance to captives. 

3. The proclamation was gracious. Political considerations might prompt. Egypt a formidable rival to the great world empires. Might be advantageous to have an advanced post in south of Judea to protect against invasion, or from which to make rapid descent upon lands of the Nile. But higher aim in the emancipation of Jews and liberty to return. 

III. The response to the proclamation. Cf. Ezra 1. Leaders and chief men responded heartily. God disposed many to make sacrifices and return, others remained in Babylon. 

1. The response must be immediate. "Let him go up without delay." 

2. The response must be voluntary. "Who is there among you of all the people?" 

3. The response must be accepted. May involve risk, long journey and great sacrifices; but duty urges, God promises, and privileges enjoyed if we comply. The gospel preaches deliverance to the captives, but many in love with sin, prefer to stay in the world and have no portion in Jerusalem.

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

2Ch . Found in him. 

1. Evil latent in every heart. 

2. Circumstances only required to discover and develop it.

2Ch . Three steps in wickedness. Broke his engagement, stiffened his neck, and hardened his heart. Rebelled, &c. 

1. The sanctity of an oath. Though taken under compulsion, and not due on natural equity: yet must be held sacred, not binding merely till exigency should pass away. 

2. The danger of infringement. Its violation not excused, nor passed in silence; but the filling up of the cup of the nation's guilt. Contracts and oaths not mere legal forms, to be lightly esteemed, but solemn obligations. Violations more criminal than breaking promises; sins of great deliberation, signs of lax morals, and may be precursors of national ruin.

2Ch . His prophets. 

1. Prophetic teaching a constant element in Israel's history. Not left in darkness like heathen nations. Crises and master minds. Moses, Samuel, David, Elijah, &c. 

2. The method of this teaching unique and worthy of consideration. Divinely taught. Each set apart; all pre-eminently raised above their fellow-men, "the messengers of God." Earnestly taught. "Rising up betimes," i.e., earnestly and carefully: unwearied anxiety and solicitation. Patiently taught. "Sending them" constantly, though ill-treated and set at nought. What kindness and forbearance! 

3. Rejection of this teaching brings guilt and danger. Guilt aggravated, "until the wrath of the Lord arose." Escape hopeless, "till there is no remedy." God's long-suffering and earnest entreaties by servants "rising early and protesting to them." The most awful aggravations of guilt in "refusing to hear" (cf. Jer ).

"God sends his teachers with every age,

To every clime and every race of men,

With revelations fitted to their growth

And shape of mind" [Lowel].

No remedy. These words contain three facts of great importance. 

1. That there was, at least at one time, a remedy. 

2. That the remedy went on, and might have been used, for a very long period. 

3. That there came a time when the remedy ceased. 

1. All life is a remedy. The conditions of things require it. Life a great restorative process. 

1. Comes that marvellous provision of God in Jesus Christ. 

2. Subordinate to this great remedy of the cross of Christ, and working with it, all providences have a curative character. 

3. Every one carries within himself an antidote to himself. Conscience, till silenced, a sure antidote for evil. II. Notice the word "till." It shows how slow God is to take away the remedy. His mercy holds back the arm of justice. But we may sin ourselves into a state, not in which there is no forgiveness, but no thought or desire to seek forgiveness. "No remedy," not on God's account, but your own; not in God's want of will to save you, but in your own incapacity to will your own salvation [J. Vaughan, Sermons].

2Ch . As long. Seventy years' desolation predicted by Jeremiah. "The idea that the duration of the desolation was determined in the Divine counsels by the number of the neglected sabbatical years, and that the enforced fallow was intended to compensate for previous unlawful cultivation, is not found in Jeremiah, and, indeed, appears only in Lev 26:34-35, and in this place" [Speak. Com.]. Learn—

1. The purpose of God in the affliction of his people. 

2. The providence of God in regulating affliction for good, and as regards—a, method; b, degree; c, time. As the exodus from Egypt came in the exact time, so return from Babylon after seventy years. Times of deliverance correspond with minute exactness to prophetic announcements. Hence patience, submission, and hope. "Even the selfsame day it came to pass" (Exo ).

